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BRITISH AUTHORITY IN BENGAL 


VNDK1 TRZ OOVZRNM&NT 01* 

,'M*r H.JV STINGS. 


To make the following Papers intelligible 
io the Public, it may be neceflary to in¬ 
troduce them by a Ihort State of the 
Fa&$ to .which tljey relate. 


19 tb OMer, 1774 - 

W HEN Gen. Slavering, Col. Monfon, 
and Mr. Francis, arrived in Bengal, 
jj&ey found the Nabob Mahomed Reza Cawn, 
'who had for many years* filled the firtPofEces 
joftteftate, in. the greateft di^refs, and living 
in JpmalL miferable hpufe near Calcutta, a pri- 
ibncr at-large. ■ £&' had been diverted of his 
employments, and down a prifoner to 

Calcutta, in a manner the moft difgraceful to a 
i^erfon.of his high.rank, foon after Mr. Haft- 
jngs’s.acceffion tq the Government in May 177^ 
^fatiOUltliarges were then brought againft him 
’0f embezzlement, mal-adminirt ration, &c. and 

B parti- 
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particularly of being concerned In itoonopolics, 
which contributed to the famine. On thefe 
Charges he was publicly tried by the Prefident 
and Council: And notwithftanding the known 
and avowed difpofition of the Court of Direc¬ 
tors (as conftituted at that time) to accomplifh 
his ruin; and in fpite of the influence of.the 
Government in Bengal, he was honourably ac¬ 
quitted, but not reinflated. His^accufefa, .and, 

# 

their abettors, irritated at their defeat, left this 
great and good man, (for fuch he is, if ever 
a native of India deferved that charadler) over¬ 
whelmed with debts, and ruined by his long at¬ 
tendance in Calcutta, to 'perilh in mifery and 
oblivion; that is, to fufter all the penalties, 
except lofs of honour which could have been 
inflicted upon him, if his innocence had not 
been eftabliflied as clear as the Sun. 

In this condition he remained until the Com¬ 
pany’s orders of the 3d of March, 1775, were 
received by the Governor General and Council. 
In their letter of that date they fay, “ that they 
“ are well pleafed in finding him able to excul- 
“ pate himfelf from all the charges brought 
“ againft him, to the fatisfaclion of their fcr- 
“ vants.” They fay they can have no objection 
to his total enlargement; and, in the end, 
jsffhey dirc<A, that “ if he can, with propriety, 
M accept of the office of Roy Royan, he fhould 
“ be forthwith appointed thereto.'* 


On 
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On the 1 8th of October, 1775, the Gover¬ 
nor General and Council confidering the general 
intent of the preceding orders, and obierving 
that the Court of Directors had fallen into a 
miftake with refpeft to the office of Roy Royan, 
which could not be held by a Muflulman, de¬ 
termined to recommend Mahomed Reza Cawn 
to that of Naib Subadar, on the fame principles 
which the Company themfelvcs had adopted, 
and prccifcly on the plan which they had po- 
fitively ordered to be purfued, in their letter 
of the 28th of Auguft, * 77*1 for the adminif- 
fixation of the affairs of the country'’govern¬ 
ment. The refolution of the Board was oppofed 
by Mr. Haflings and Mr. Barwell, but highly 
approved of by the Court of Directors. In 
their letter of the 24th of December, 1776, they 
fay, 44 That his abilities have been fufficiently 
44 manifefted ; that official experience qualifies 
“ him for fo high a ftation, in a more eminent 
44 degree than any other native with whom the 
44 Company has been conne&ed: Th^t, as no 
“ proofs of mal-admlniftration have been efta- 
u bliihed againft him, during the ftri& invefti- 
44 gation of his conduct, or fince his retire- 
44 ment, they cannot but approve of the Board's 
44 recommendation of him to the Nabob, to con- 
44 ftitute him his Naib: That they are wel^ 
44 pleafed at his having received that appoint* 
44 ment*, and that they authorize the Board to 
f* allure him of their favour,” 

b 2 



On the 23d of February, 1778, a letter, in' 
the name of the young Nabob, Mobarick ul 
Dowla, notorioufly fabricated at Calcutta," was 
produced at the Board. In this letter he is 
made to afiert, that he is arrived at years of 
maturity, and to demand pofleflion of all the 
offices held by Mahomed Reza Cawn. The 2d 
of March was appointed, by agreement, for 
taking it into confideration. On that day it 
was refolved, by a majority of the members 
prefent, that the Nabob’s letter ffiould be re¬ 
ferred to the Court of Directors for their deter¬ 
mination. 

On the 5th of March, the preceding refolu- 
tion was reverled by the calling voice of Mr. 
Mailings, united with that of Mr. Barwell, who 
attended ; and all the Nabob’s requifitions com¬ 
plied with. 

On the 4th of May, the Nabob wrote to 
the Governor to inform him, that he had ap¬ 
pointed Sudder ul Hoc Cawn (a poor fuper- 
annuated dependant of Mr. Hajftings) to be his 
Naib, and Raja Gourdas (the fon of Nun- 
comar) to the office of the Nizamut. He alfo 
defired that the lalary allotted by the Company 
to the fupport of a Miniftcr of the Government, 
flnd lately enjoyed by Mahomed Reza Cawn, 
might be diftributed in the following manner; 


To 
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To his mother-in-law, Munny Begum, 72,000,0 
To his mother Baboo Begum, - 36,000,0 

To Sudder ul Hoc Cawn, 7 8,000,0 

To Gourdofs, - - - - 72,000,0 


Sicca Rupees, 2,58,000,0 

It is to be obferved, however, that this fum 
exceeds the amount of Mahomed Reza Cawn's 
falary by 18,000 rupees, which the Nabob de¬ 
fires may be given by the Board, in order that 
his own revenues may fuffer no diminution. 

On the nth of May, 1778, all thefe requefts 
were complied with by the majority. The I 
Company’s orders, on the parts of this tranfac- i 
tion which had come to their knowledge, were i 
received at Calcutta the 13th of November, ! 
1779. The following extracts from their lettei* j 
of the 4th of February, 1779, contain an cxatt 1 
copy of them. 


Extra& 
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ExtraSl of Company's General Letter to Bengal, 
dated the 4th February , 1779. No. I. 

Paragraph 8. 

We by no means approve your late proceed¬ 
ings on the application of the Nabob Mobareck 
\il Dowlah for the removal of the Nakb Soubah- 
dah. The requifition of Mobareck ul Dowlah 
was improper and unfriendly,becaufe he muft have 
known, that the late appointment of Mohamed 
RezaKawn to the office of NaibSui <hd&h[Minif- 
ter] had been marked with the Company’s fpe- 
cial approbation, and that the Court of Direc¬ 
tors had affured him of their favour, fo long as 
a lirm attachment to the Company’s intereft, and 
a proper difcharge of the duties of his ftation, 
would render him worthy of their protection. 
We therefore repeat our declaration, that to re¬ 
quire the dilmifiion of a prime minifter thus 
circumftanced, without producing the fmalleft: 
proof of his infidelity to the Company, or ven¬ 
turing to charge him with one inftance of mal- 
adminiflration in the difcharge of his public 
duty, was improper and inconfiftent with the 
friendlhip fubfilting between the Nabob of Ben¬ 
gal and the Company. 

Paragraph 9. 

Admitting the Nabob’s complaint, that Ma¬ 
homet Reza Kawn is not connected with him by 



C 7 1 

relative ties, to be well founded, it by no means 
follows that he has been deficient in duty orfin- 
cetv attachment to him, or that his power is op- 
preflive and di (honourable to the Nabob and his 
family nor can afiertions of this nature, unat¬ 
tended by proof, have any weight with us. 

Paragraph io. 

In regard to the Njbob*s claim, to take 
charge of his own affairs merely becaufe he is of*, 
age and thinks himfelf capable of conducting 
them, we find it declared by-one of your mem¬ 
bers and not contradicted, that he knew with 
certainty, that the Nabob is in his own perfon 
utterl) incapable of executing any of thole of¬ 
fices which were deemed of efiential importance 
to the welfare of the country, and we are forry 
to find that neither this declaration, nor the Pro- 
tefts of two Members of the Council, feem to 
have been thought worthy of an an!wet by the 
majority of the Board. 

Paragraph ii. 

The Nabob hopes from your favour and jus¬ 
tice, to be delivered from the authority of Ma¬ 
homet Reza Khan. He ventures to declare the 
Company fokrly indebted to the warm fupporc 
of his anceftors for their prefent greatnefs and 
advantages. He claims the management and 
adminillration of the Soubahdafrie as his right, 
and fays it will be highly inequitable in the Com¬ 
pany to refufe their approbation to his requeft. 
i Paragraph _ 
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Paragraph 12. 

We pafs over thefe extraordinary fuggeftions 
of the Nabob without reply; only obferving, 
that in juftice to him and ourfelves, we mud 
take the bed care in our power of the peace 
and internal good government of the country; 
and we are not diipolrd to hazard the effetts 
which might be occafioned by committing the 
entire management thereof to his inexperience, 
without enjoining him to accept fuch afiiftance, 
and to employ fuch miniders ^bout his perfon, 
as may be deemed necdTary cu the part of the 
India Company. 

Paragraph 13. 

The 23d of February we find the Nabob’s 
letter and a quedion thereon was circulated to 
the different members of the Board for their opi¬ 
nions to be taken at the next meeting of Coun¬ 
cil, which meeting happened on the 2d March; 
but one of the members being indifpofed, did 
not attend at that Board. 

Paragraph 14. 

We have carefully noticed your debates upon 
the fubjett. The refolution of Council of that 
day, that the Nabob’s ‘letter fhould be referred 
to the Court of Directors, for their decifion, 
and that no refolution fhould be taken in Ben¬ 
gal on his requifitions without our fpecial orders 
and inftru&ions, appears to us very proper: 

we 
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we mud therefore exprefs our difapprobation 
on finding the faid resolution refcinded, on the 
frivolous pleas urged by the majority of the 
Board three days afterwards. 

Paragraph 15. 

If the abfence of a member of Council were 
lufficient to preclude the difeuflion of any fub- 
je£t which might have been referred for con- 
fideration by a former Board, or to invalidate 
refolutions taken during fuch abfence, it would 
be in the’ power of any member effeflually to 
defeat the ends propoied by the inftitution of a 
Council, and to put a total Hop to public bufi- 
nels, We lliall not walle time in refuting claims 
of privilege advanced on this occafion, becaule 
they appear to us unworthy of conlideration, 
and beneath all argument. 

Paragraph 16. 

The Nabob having intimated that he had re¬ 
peatedly dated the trouble and uneafinefs which 
he had fuffered from the Naiblhip of the Niza- 
mut being veiled in Mahomed fteza Khan, we 
obferve one of the tr.embers of your Board de- 
fired the Nabob's repeated letters on the lubjeft 
might be read j but this reafonabie requeft was 
over-ruled, on a plea of faving the Board’s time, 
which we can by no means admit as a fufficienc 
objection. 
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Paragraph 17. 

'.The Nabob’s letters of the 25th and 30th of 
AOguft, of the 3d of September and 17th of 
November, leave us no doubt of the true de- 
fign of this extraordinary bufmefs being to bring 
forward the Munny Begum, and again to inveft 
her with improper power and influence, not- 
withftanding our former declarations, that fo 
great .1 part of the Nabob’s allowance had been 
embezzled or mifapplied under her fuperincen- 
dancc. 

Paragraph 18. 

Inftead of your declaring that the Nabob's 
demands were grounded on pofitive rights, 
which will not admit of diicuffion * that the 
Nizamut is his inheritance; that the dependants 
of the Nizamut, Adawlet, and Phoufdarry ap¬ 
pertain to that inheritance j that as he is pleafed 
to demand and aflert the pofitive rights of his 
office as Nizam of the provinces, there is no 
ground for denying his requeft; and that a re¬ 
ference to the Company would be an evafion 
unbecoming the honour of government, the 
Nabob might have been reminded that a Naib 
Subahdar was appointed, and the office conti¬ 
nued without interruption or objection during 
the government of his anceftors, who mud have 
been fuppoied more capable of governing the 
provinces than a youth of twenty years of age. 


Para- 
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Paragraph 19. 

You have requeued this unexperienced young 
man to permit all the prefent Judges and Of¬ 
ficers of the Nizamut and Foujedarry, Ad aw lets, 
or courts of criminal jufticc; and alfo all the 
Foujedars or officers appointed to guard the 
peace of the country to continue, in office until 
he, the Nabob, fliall have formed a plan for a new 
arrangement of thofe officers ; and it is with 
equal furpriae and concern that We obferve this 
requeft introduced, and the Nabob’s oftenfible 
rights lo folemnly aficrted at this period by our 
Governor General, becaufe, on a late occafion, 
to ferve a very different purpofe, he has not 
fcrupled to declare it as vifihle as the light of 
the fun, that the Nabob is a mere pageant, and 
without even the lhadow of authority. No 
circumftance has happened fince that declaration 
was made to render the Nabob more inde¬ 
pendent, nor to give him any degree of power 
or confequence; you muft therefore have been 
well apprized that your late conceffions to 
Mobareck ul Dowlah were unneceffary, and as 
fuch unwarrantable. 

Paragraph 20. 

As we deem it for the welfare of the country 
that the office of Naib Soubahdar be for the 
prefent continued, and that this high office be 

C 2 filled 
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filled by a perfon of wifdom, experience, and of 
approved fidelity to the Company; and t as we 
have no reafon to alter the opinion given of 
Mahomed Reza Khan, in our letter of the 
24th December 1776, we pofitively direct, 
that you forthwith figmfy to the Nabob, Mo- 
bareck ul Dowlah our pleafure, that Mahomed 
Reza Khan be immediately restored to the 
office of Naib Soubdlidar; and we further di¬ 
rect that M lhomcd Reza Khan be again allured 
of the continuance of our f vor lo long as a 
firm attachment to the intcrt r of the Company, 
and a proper difcharge of the duties of his fta- 
ticn lhall render him worthy of our protection. 


London, 4th of February 1779. 


Extract 
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ExtraSt from the Proceedings of the Board . 

Pub. Dep. Confult. 22 Nov. 1779. 

Sir Eyrje Coote, abfent. 

Mr. Barwell, retired. 


Mr. Francis. I move that the Company’s 
orders, for the immediate reinftatement of Ma¬ 
homed Reza Cawn in the offices he held in 
January 1778, be carried into execution, and 
that a copy of the laft paragraph of the Com¬ 
pany’s letter of the 4th of February 1779, toge¬ 
ther with an exaCt Pcrfian tranflation thereof, be 
tranfmitted to the Nabob Mobarruck ulDowla, 
and to Mahomed Reza Cawn, with a requifi- 
tion on the part of the Governor General and 
Council to the Nabob, to conform to the in¬ 
junctions of the Court of Directors exprefied in 
that paragraph. This motion of courfe fup- 
pofes that the Governor General fhall be re- 
quefted to fignify the refolution of the Board on 
this fubjed, in the ufuai manner, by Letter to 
the Nabob. 

Mr . 



[, >4 ] 

Mr. Wheeler, I agree to the motion. 

r 

Governor General I mud beg leave to decline 
an immediate anfwer to the motion, which I 
will deliver at our next meeting, which it has 
been agreed fhall be held to-morrow morning. 

Mr. Francis. 1 mud beg that a formal refo- 
folution on the motion may be taken now. It 
could not be unexpected, and the more fo, as 
1 particularly requefted Mr. Harwell to flay. 
I cannot therefore be fufpe&ed of vant of can¬ 
dor in prefiing for the refolution now. I came 
determined to propofe it. 

Governor General Since Mr. Francis, taking 
an advantage of the abfence of one of the mem¬ 
bers, has infilled on an immediate decifion of 
the queftion, I am compelled to give my affir¬ 
mative or negative to it. I have declared that 
I am not come prepared to deliver my opinion 
upon a fubject of fo much delicacy, and in¬ 
volving fo many confequences. I fhould have 
been glad to have been allowed fome time to 
confider the nature and tendency of the order, 

, and to have accommodated the execution of it 
to all the circumllances which ought to be taken 
into confederation in the determination upon it: 
the time that I have required is but the fhort 
interval between this hour of three in the after¬ 
noon, and the hour of ten to-morrow morning; 
i however. 
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however, as this privilege is now denied me, 
I fha.ll in this place, and at this time, limply 
content myfelf with delivering my negative to 
the motion in the terms in which it is made. 

Mr. Francis . I could have no idea of avail¬ 
ing myfelf of Mr. Barwell’s abfence. Every 
Gentleman at the Board I believe heard me 
folicic him to flay ; much lets could I have a 
view of furprizing the Governor General on a 
fubjedt on which he .might be unprepared. The 
Company’s Letter was received on Saturday the 
13th inftant, though it has happened that I my¬ 
felf did not fee it till Friday laft. 


Refolved in the affirmative. 


Council , 
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Council , 23 Nov. 17,79. 

PRESENT, 

The Governor General, 

Mr. Barwell, 

Mr, Francis, 

Mr. Wheler. 

The Governor General me /es, That the 8 th', 
9th, 10th, &c. to 20th paragraphs of the 
ieparate general letter by the Barker, dated the 
4th February, 1778, with Mr. Francis’s motion, 
and the refolution of the Board thereon be again 
read.-Agreed. 

The Governor General moves, That the Opi¬ 
nions of the Board be taken, whether the above 
refolution Hi all be approved. 

Mr. Wheler . 1 fhould be glad to afk the 
Governor General, whether he makes this motion 
upon the principle of confirming the minutes 
of the former Council, or on account of the 
abfence of Mr. Barwell at the time when the 
Queftion was debated ? 

The Governor General I have put the quef¬ 
tion in conformity to the conftitution and a&uai 

cxifting 
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exifting rule of this Government, that all 
and orders patted ac any meeting of the 
Board Avail be approved in the fucceeding 
Council, to give them their function ; and I 
avail myfelf of this right, on account of the 
advantage which was yefterday taken on account 
of Mr. Bar well’s abfence. 

Mr. lVbeler . I am very lorry to be under the 
neceflity of obierving, that although I have had 
the honour of fitting at this Board near two 
years, it is, to the befl of my recollection, the 
very firft inftance that the order, neceflary to 
give a function to our proceedings, as deferibed 
by the Governor General, has been complied 
with, in the fenfe I believe it is now meant. I 
lee no occafion for the prefent queftion, and 
therefore I am againft it. 

The Governor General It is not neceflary that 
this form fliould be obferved in every inftance. 
It is always fuppofed, when the Members of the 
Board tacitly agree to the omiflionr of it, the for- 
mular preface of every confultation being fuffi- 
jcient to imply ir. 

Mr. Wheler . The minutes of every Board or 
Public Aflembly that I have had the honour to 
attend, are conftantly read at a lubfequent meet¬ 
ing of fuefr Board or Aflembly, in order that 

every 
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drcry member may be fully fatisfiad that what 
he has laid or entered upon the records is faith¬ 
fully reprefented or tranferibed. But I know 
not a Angle inftance when the minutes of any 
Board or Aflembly have been mad at a fubfe- 
quent meeting with a view to overfet the refolu- 
tions of a former meeting > if that was admitted 
in numerous aflemblies, no queflion could ever 
be finally decided. The objection, in my opi¬ 
nion, if it is fo meant, holds equally ftrong, and 
I am convinced will be treated with equal difguft 
by our fuperiors, as they have already treated an 
a& not very diflimilar to this. 

Mr. Francis . The refolution taken yefterday was 
Jegal and compleatj it wants no confirmation, 
though it may be revcrfed. The official form 
obferved in the proceedings of a former Go¬ 
vernment, and continued under ours, is merely 
a form j and fo little is it ever regarded, that the 
orders of one Council are conftamly executed, 
if the time permits, befor^ the meeting of the 
next* 

i 

Mr. Whe]er has affigned the true and only 
reafon for the obfcrvance of fuch a form: what¬ 
ever ufe or convenience there may be in continu¬ 
ing to obferve it, it cannot operate againft a 
pofitivc provifion of an aft of Parliament, made 
fincc the form in queftion was firft inftituted, and 

whichj 
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which* 6f courfe; fuperfedes it, if in reality it 
had ever had the effeft and operation which 
the Governor General riow attributes to it.—-** 
The law fays, “ That in all cafes whatfocver, 
“ wherein any difference of opinion jfHall arife 
“ upon any queftion propofed in any confulta- 
“ tion, the Governor General and Council 
“ 4 hall be bound and concluded by the opinion 
“ and decifion of the major part of thofe pre- 
“ lent. The conclufion, by which the 

Council is bound, is inftant and abfolute; there 
is no reference to the confirmation of a fub* 
fequent meeting. I am forry the Governor 
General fhould repeat an objection, already, as 
l think, compleatly anfwered. I am not to 
blame if Mr. Barwell, notwith{landing my ur¬ 
gent requeft to the contrary, left the Board yef- 
tcrday at an early hour. 1 fhould have been 
much better pleafed if he had (laid, becaufe I 
fhould then have had the labour of one debate 
only, inftead of two. On this fubjeft I need fay 
nothing more, fince the Court of Directors 
themfelves have taken it up in a fimilar inftance, 
and given their opinion decidedly upon it, in 
the 15th paragraph of the letter now before us, 

Mr . Barwell , Had the refolution limply 
gone to the execution of the Company’s orders, 
from the fentiments delivered by the Governor 
General at the lad meeting, the prefeht queftion 

would m.km ■ 
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to Mr, Francis’s motion flrikes me as confined 
to the mode that motion preferibes for carrying 
thofe orders into execution. Mr. Francis’s mo¬ 
tion* in my opinion, conveys fuch fentiments 
as are not authorized by the Company’s letter. 
In the body of the motion I find thefe words, 
** with a requifition of the Governor General 
and Council to the Nabob, to conform to the 
injunctions of the Court rt Directors.” I know 
of no injunctions that the Court have laid on 
the Nabob, and I imagine the u-. j of any offen- 
five terms or improper management on a fubjeft 
of fo delicate a nature, would be highly repre- 
henfible. I therefore vote for reloading the 
refolution of the lalt Council, fo far as regards 
the mode of executing die orders of the Coun¬ 
cil, but no farther. 1 agree to the motion, that 
the order be executed, but am for leaving the 
manner of doing it to the diferetion of the Go¬ 
vernor General. From nothing that the Go¬ 
vernor General has urged in .the courie of the 
debate of yefterday, do .1 perceive the lealt dif- 
pofition in him to decline the inftrudtions w'hich 
the Court ofDire&ors have been pleafed to give 
relative to a Naib Soubah. 

Governor General. With all the relpeft and 
fubmifilon, which I owe and feel for the autho¬ 
rity of the Court of Directors, I mull declare* 
that I Ihall not yield, even to that authority, in 
any inllance, in which it Ihall require my con- 

ceflion 
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ceffion of the rights which I hold under an a 6 t 
of Flrliament. Thofe rights are formal obli¬ 
gations, with which I am not permitted to dif- 
penfe * neither can I optionally relinquilh my 
own claim to a practice which was followed by 
Mr. Francis himfelf, when he formed one of the 
majority of the Council, and which receives the 
approbation of the Court of «Dire&ors them- 
felves. I acknowledge the obligation I owe to 
Mr. Francis for the trouble he has taken in 
helping mo to one inftance in confultations 
14th September 1775, * n a refolution 

palled at the preceding confultations, which was 
contrary to the fenfe and general tenor of the 
meafures propofed by the ruling members of the 
Board, was refeinded by a following motion, for¬ 
mally introduced and made by myfelf. If 
this mode is illegal or irregular, it was equally 
fo as at that time ; but Mr. Francis then made 
no objedtion to it, but, in the opinion deli¬ 
vered upon my motion, limply faid. He thought 
the order Ihould be repeated. I recolledt alfo, 
that in a fimilar inftance motions were made, 
either by Mr. Francis or by the other members 
of the majority in concert with him, for read¬ 
ing and confirming the proceedings held by 
them during the abfence of Mr. Barwell and my¬ 
felf, both in this and in the revenue department. 
| will not take up the time of the Board in look¬ 
ing out for the inftances, but fhall delire the 

D 3 fecretary 
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fecretary to annex them to this minute. The 
evident intent of thefe motions was to authen¬ 
ticate all the ads which were confidered the 
members of the majority as the legal ads of the 
Board, but were difputed and difavowed by Mr. 
Barwcll and myfelf j and, by obtaining fuch a 
formal approbation of them, to remove the ob- 
jed ions which had been made, or which might 
lie againft their validity. Refpedi'ng the que- 
ftion now before the Board, I difapprove of the 
Refolution, as not being warranted by the Or¬ 
ders of the Court of Diredors: and I think it 
yvould be difmgenuous and unjuft in this Board 
to exceed the pofitive orders of the Company, 
in annulling a conceffion made by them to the 
Nabob, and acknowledged as his due, 

Mr . Francis . The Governor General has very 
fully proved a propofition which has never been 
difputed; that a refolution taken at one Board 
may* be reverfed at the next. I mtsft have loft 
my memory and my fenfes if 1 had denied it. 
I do not make profellion of fuch extraordinary 
candour, as to furnifh an opponent with argu¬ 
ments againft myfelf. In pointing out to the 
Governor General the confultation-of the 15th 
September 1775, I meant to give him an in- 
ftance in point, which I thought eftabliihed a 
conclufion diredly the reverfe of that which he 
•has drawn from it. The Court of Diredors 
will find, in the proceedings of that day, that I 
entered a Diffent and Proteft againft a Refolution 

taken 
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fakeh at the preceding Council, but tint f n*}. 
thcrylifputed its validity, nor propofed to re- 
yerfe, or even to rcconfider it. The propofition 
for that purpofe came from the Governor Gene¬ 
ral himfelf, and was ftriflly regular and legal. 
It would have been in point had he proved that, 
in the cafe in queftion, I infilled that the refolu* 
don of the preceding day wanted the confirma¬ 
tion of the next, and that on that ground I had 
propofed to rcconfider it. With refpeft to the 
preient queftion, the inftance proves nothing. 
In the other examples quoted by the Governor 
General, and which I perfectly remember, the 
fatt was this : The legality of the feparate meet¬ 
ings held by General Clavering, Colonel Mon- 
fon, and myfelf was exprefsly and formally de¬ 
nied. That reafon alone, I prefume, induced 
General Clavering to properfe, and Colonel Mon- 
fon and myfelf to agree, that the refolutions 
taken in fuch feparate meetings ihould be con¬ 
firmed at the next full meeting of the Board. 
Whether fuch confirmation was necefiary or not, 
the example does not fupport the Governor Ge¬ 
neral’s argument. The queftion now is, Whe¬ 
ther a< 5 ls done at a meeting of the Board confef- 
fedly regular and legal, require any fubfequent 
confirmation ; not. Whether fuch meeting was 
or was not in itfelf legal. But, fetting afide this 
fort of argument 5 precedents prove nothing 
againft a politive right, efpecially where that 
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right itfdf is not in iffue. We may go on for 
any length of time, by negligence or agreement* 
in following forms which nobody regards. The 
queftion is not fairly in iffue, until they are for¬ 
mally infilled upon and denied, and fome im¬ 
portant ufe attempted to be made of them. If 
the motion I made yeflerday did not correfpond 
with the Governor General’s idea of the fenfe of 
the Company’s orders, I Ihould have held myfelf 
indebted to him for any amendment he might 
have thought fit to propofe; rnd affuredly I 
Ihould have given it the mod rclp&tful atten¬ 
tion. The profound filence he obferved made 
it impoflible for me to judge whether his objec¬ 
tion went to the whole of the motion, or to any 
part of it, or merely to the form propofed of car¬ 
rying the Company’s orders into execution. 

Governor General Whatever doubts were en¬ 
tertained of the legality of the adts done by a 
part of the Board, after my declaration of the 
diffolution of the adtual meeting, thefe doubts 
were not entertained by Mr. Francis, who der 
clared the adts to be legal•, therefore, with 
refpedk to him, the fubfequent motion and order, 
to read and approve their proceedings, could not 
beconftrued as intended to give them that le¬ 
gality which they wanted, though they might be 
covertly intended fo, by the application of an 
ancient eonftitutional form to that effedt. Bqt 

I will 
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1 will here fclofe tny part of the argument, flnefe 
1 perceive that we difpute only on words, 
Mr. Francis admitting that a reiblution taken 
at one Board may be reverfed at the heat. I 
offer to his option that motion which I have 
already made, or the motion which I now make. 
That che former refolution be reverfed. And I 
hereby declare my. opinion for reverlirtg the* 
former refolution, Mr. Barwell has already 
done it in terms. I confefs that in this pro- 
pofal I am irregular, but I had rather incur that 
imputation than fuffer the time of the Board to 
be any longer wafted by a fruitlefs and a verbal 
difpute. 

In this place I ihall beg leave to contraft my 
own conduit with Mr. Francis’s; that, fince I 
have been a member of this or any other go* 
vernment, I have never, in one fingle inftance, 
if I may truft to my own memory, and the 
fulleft convidion of what I aflert, defeended to 
a pradice which I fhould have held unworthy 
of my own principles, of which I have had too 
frequent occafion to complain in Mr. Francis, 
by taking the advantage of an occaflonal and 
accidental majority to carry any meafure con¬ 
trary to the fenfe of the ruling members. Even 
in the fir ft inftance, which I have quoted, I 
introduced a queftion, for the fake of giving 
confiftcrfcy to the orders of the Board, although 
it was productive, and fo intended, of the repeal 

E of 



I 26 3 

of a refolution of the Board, which had received 
my concurrence at the former meeting of i ft 

Mr, Francis . I objeft to both the motions, 
though for different reafons. I objeft to rever¬ 
ing the refolution of the lad Board, becaufe I 
deem it a mod unwarrantable exercife of a power, 
the exidence of which I am obliged to admit. 
No fpecific rcafon is yet aligned for it. To 
the latter part of the Governor General’s lad 
minute I fhall only fay, that I hopr I fhall not 
always fuffer in a comparifon between his prin¬ 
ciples of aft ion and mine. If he has had too 
frequent occafion to complain of my taking ad¬ 
vantage of accidental majorities, the word fre- 
quent muff refer to more inftanccs than two. 
it will red with him to produce more indances, 
if there are any. I myfelf know of none, in 
which he has lod any quedion by Mr. Barwell’s 
ablence, but that of the one before us, and the 
former one of the 2d of March 1778, on the 
fame fubjeft. The refolution which the Go¬ 
vernor General propofed to have reconfidered on 
the 14th of Sept. 1775, interrupted a feries of 
meafures formed on a different principle. I 
think he did right in propofing to reconfider it. 
This is a fmgle aft, which has no conncftion 
with any thing elfe. 

Refohed, That the refolution of yederday be 
reverfed. 


The 
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over nor General moves, ** That the plca- 
ce furc of the Court of Directors, fignified in 
<c the 20th Paragraph of the general letter of 
u the 4 th February laft, and the alfurancc therein 
“ directed to be given to Mahomed Reza Cawn y 
** be communicated to the Nabob Mobareck 
“ ulDowlah in the words of the general letter*** 

Mr. Francis. I have no objection to tins mo¬ 
tion as fui as it goes *, but, if the communica¬ 
tion of the Company*$ intentions be not accom¬ 
panied by a formal requisition from this govern- 
inent, ir is not impolfible that they may be de¬ 
feated. I therefore move the following addition 
to the motion, “ That the Governor General be 
“ requeued to fignify to the Nabob Mobareck 
“ ul Dowlah, in the ufual form, the requifition 
“ of the Governor General and Council, for his 
“ immediate compliance with the pleafure of 
“ the Court of Directors.” 

Mr. Wheeler. I agree to the motion, and like- 
wife to the amendment. 

Mr. Barwell. I agree to the motion* I can¬ 
not be a judge of the terms that Mr. Francis 
would have ufed in the letter propofed to be 
written by the Governor General to the Nabob 
from the general terms in which his amendment 
U expreffed. The Governor General can have 

E 2 no 
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110 objection to fubmit the terms; in which 
he makes the communication of the Company’s 
fentiments to the Nabob and Mahomed Reza 
Cawn, to the Board before the letters lhall be 
fent. If thofe are at all defedtive, fuch addi¬ 
tions may be propofed to them, as, in the judg¬ 
ment of any of the members, may appear necef- 
fary. I think Mr. Francis is premature in fol¬ 
lowing the Governor General’s motion with 
another. It leems to fpeak fome preknowledge 
of the difficulties to which c\ government is 
fubjedted, and that no fmall degree of coercion 
mud neceffarily fupport the recommendations 
of the Company. I give my vote fimply for 
the Governor General’s motion, referving my 
opinion for any amendments that may be offered 
to the letters propofed to be written, when fuch 
are offered in precife terms, as effcntial to anfwcr 
the intentions of the Company, and confident 
with thofe intentions. 

Mr. Francis. The motion is confined to a 
bare communication of the Company’s orders j 
how it may operate I do not know; but, as 
this government is the medium through which 

111 the Company’s orders are carried into execu¬ 
tion, k feems to me unufual at lead, to leave 
them, in this fingle indance, to execute them- 
felves. As for the red, I have no didruft of 
the Nabob, and hope he will comply with them. 


Governor 
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. Governor General I agree to the queftion. 
I efk to the amendment. My reafons have 
been aligned in the preceding minutes j I will 
not therefore repeat them* 

Refolved, In the terms of the Governor Ge¬ 
neral’s motion. 


Copy of a Letter propofed by the Governor General 

to be written to the Nabob Mobareck ul DowJa . 

* 

44 A Letter having been received from the 
44 Honourable Court of Dire&ors by the (hip 
44 lately arrived from Europe, in which they 
44 have thought proper to (ignify their pleafure, 
44 that Mahomed Reza Khan be immediately 
46 reitored to the office of Naib Subah, and to 
44 direct that he be again affined of the continu- 
44 ance of their favor, fo long as a firm attach- 
44 ment'to the intereft of the Company, and a 
44 proper Difcharge of the Duties of his ftation 
44 (hall render him worthy of their prote&ioa 
it becomes my duty therefore, in compliance 
with their orders, to communicate the fame to 
your Highnefs. 

The fame to Mahomed Reza Khan, mutatis 
mutandis, 

24 -November, 1779. 


Mr. Francis . 
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Mr. Francis. 1 do not difapprove of the Let¬ 
ter to the Nabob Mobarek ul Dowia, as faf as 
it goes, except that the whole of the laft para¬ 
graph of the Company’s Letter of the 4th of Fe¬ 
bruary fhould be recited in it. But I think that 
this recital fhould be followed by a formal re- 
quifition on the part of the Governor General 
and Council, demanding his compliance with the 
Company’s pleafure. I have no perfonal diftruft 
of the Nabob, but he is too young and inexpe¬ 
rienced to judge for himfelf* nor am I fure that 
very dangerous advice may not be given him by 
fome perfons immediately interefted in the ar¬ 
rangement of Mahomed Reza Cawn’s offices and 
falary. The communication of the Company’s 
pleafure, in its prefent form, appears to me ir¬ 
regular, and I believe it to be wholly unprece¬ 
dented. The authority of the Court of Direc¬ 
tors over the government of thefe provinces 
(which in effed is that of the nation over a de¬ 
pendent dominion) does not ad diredly and 
immediately on the things or perfons fubjed to 
it in India, but always through the medium of 
their local reprefentatives. The omiffion of the 
ule of this medium, in a fingle and in fo remark¬ 
able an inftance, may poffibly fuggeft to the 
Nabob or his advifers, that there is a reludance 
in the Governor General and Council to exe¬ 
cute the Company’s orders, and furnilh them 

with 
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with feme formal pretence for not complying 
with them, which otherwile would not be at¬ 
tempted. 

For thefe reafons I deem the propofol letter 
eflentially defective and incomplete, and am 
therefore againft it. 


Tranjlation of a Letter from the Nabob Moba- 
reck ul Dotolith , iuclofed in a Letter from the 
Ref dent at the Durbar , dated the 10 tb % and 
received the 12 tb of December , 1779. 

I have been favoured with your friendly let¬ 
ter under date the 2 id of Zecaide. 

t 

You write, “ that a letter has been lately re¬ 
ceived from the Court of Directors, expref- - 
“ fmg their pleafure that the Nabob Maho- 
w med Reza Khan be reftored to the office of 
“ Naib Subah.” 

My Patron ! When the aforefaid Nabob was 
firft appointed to the Naib Subahfhip, it was en¬ 
tirely on this account, that by reafon of my 
tender age I could not tranfadfc my own affairs 
in perfon, but required the afliftance of a Naib. 
When I became of age there was no further oc- 
cafion for a Naib, and I accordingly wrote you 
on the fubjeft, and informed you that I would 

take 
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take on myfelf the management of my own 
affairs, and had no further ufe for a Naih,; and 
as this was pcrfe&ly reafonable, you, in council, 
gave your fan&ion thereto, and favoured me 
with a letter, authorizing me to take the admi- 
niftration on myfelf, and to difmifs the faid Na¬ 
bob, which was accordingly done*, and from 
that time to the prefent, the affairs of the Ni- 
zamut, Foujedaree, and Adaulet dependant on 
the Nizamut have been conduced on that plan 
by my authority. The letter Imely received 
from the Court of Directors, fignifying their 
pleafure that the faid Nabob be reftored to the 
Naib Subahfhip, fills me with the greateft afto- 
nifliment, nor can I penetrate the motive of it. 
Perhaps the circumftancc of my having arrived 
at years of maturity has not yet reached the ears 
of the Court of Directors in Europe; and n<?t- 
withftanding the number of children and de¬ 
pendents which I have, they (till reckon me an 
infant; otherwife would they have determined 
to place my family under the ‘authority of ano¬ 
ther, and written you for that purpofe ? In a 
word, it was neceffary that I fhould inform you 
- of my fituacion, which I formerly did; and it 
depended on you to tranfmit fuch information to 
thfc Court of Directors. 

It is notorious that the meaneft of the people 
will not admit of the authority of a ftranger in 
their families, how can it then be expend of 
i me? 
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me? In a word, I admmifter the affairs of the 
Nizampt, which arc in fa£ the affairs of my 
own family* by my own authority* and fball do 
fo 5 and I can never, on any account; agree to 
the appointment of the faid Nabob'to* the Naib 
Subahfhip, which would bring the greateft dif- 
honour, difgrace, and contempt on me* I will* 
never, of my own confenr, admic the faid Nabob* 
to any authority in the affairs of the Nizamut, 
Foujedaree, and Adawiet, dependant oft the 
NrzamUc; and from motives of jufeice I expefti 
that regarding the rights which my late father* 
is allowed to have had on’ the Company, yod 
wiil never con fen t that any compulfion be put' 
in pra&kfe againft me on account of this buff* 1 
nefs, and that you will ufe every means for the 
prefervation of my credit* honour, and dignity* 


Council, 15* December tjy$. 

Read the* Otters from Mobareck ul Dowlah 

and Mahomed Reza Khan. 

» 

« 

Mr. Francis. I muft requdft the attention of 
the Board to a fhort recapitulation of the‘prin¬ 
cipal ffeps taken, and declarations made *by the 
Nabob' and by this government, in relation to 
the removal of Mahomed Reza Khan, and to 
the fucceeding^iftribution pf the feveralo&ce* 
held by him. 

In 


F 



r & i 

tn a letter received from the Nabob On tfir 
17th of November 1777, he defires, ‘‘That 
“ Munny Begum may be allowed to take on 
“ herfelf the adminrftration of the affairs of the 
“ Nizamut, without the interference of any other 
“ perfon whatever j” and adds that, “ by this 
“ the Governor will give him compleat fatif- 
“ faftion.” 

In his next letter, he defires “ that Mahomed 
“ Reza Khan flhay be removed,” and expreffes his 
hopes that, “ as he himfelf is now ,ome to years 
“ of maturity, and by the bkfling of God is 
“ not fo devoid of undemanding as to be in- 
“ capable of conducing his own affairs, the 
“ Governor will give him the management of 
“ the affairs of the Nizamut, and of his own 
“ houfehold, together with the adminiftration 
u of the Adawlet and Phouzdarry.” As the 
Court of Dire&ors themfelves have fully difeuf- 
fed the claims and pretenfions ftated in this let¬ 
ter, I (hall not attempt to add any thing to their 
obfervations thereupon. 

On the 7th of March 1778, a letter from the 
Governor informs the Nabob, that “ it had been 
“ agreed, that his Excellency being now arrived 
“ at years of maturity, the control of his own 
“ houfehold, and of the Courts dependent on 
“ the Nizamut and Phouzdarry, (hould be placed 
“ in his hands, and Mahomed Reza Khan was 
“ directed at the fame time co refign his audio- 
“ rity to the Nabob,” 


lit 
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in a letter Deceived from the Nabob, on the 
4th of May 1778* be fays, M be has made 
“ choice of Sadder ul Hoc Khan to fill the fta- 

don of Naib of his Adawlet and Phouzdarry, 
<c and of Raja Gourdofs for the office of the 
“Nizamut ; and defires that Mahomed Reza 
“ Khan's (alary may be divided between thofe 
“ two perfons and the two Begums." On the 
requefts contained in the letter, artd immediately 
complied with, I have nothing to add to the 
remarks ftated in my minutes of the 7th of May 
1778, except that there could not be a grofler 
contradiction than firft to remove Mahomed Reza 
Khan, on pretence of the Nabob's executing the 
ieverai offices himfelf,. and immediately after¬ 
wards to appoint other perfons to execute thofe 
offices, and at the fame time to giye a confidef- 
able portion of the (alary annexed to them to 
the two Begums, 


Sudder ul Hoc Khan, in a letter received aft 
September 1778, lays, “ His Highneft himfelf 
** is not deficient in regard for me, but certain 
bad men have gained an afcen^ancy over his 
“ temper, by whofe inftigation he aCts.” After 
complaining of the Bights he receives from the 
Nabob, he adds, 11 Thus they caufe the Nabob. 
# to treat me fometimes with indignity, at other 
times with kindnefs, juft as they think proper to 
“ advife him; their view is, that by cqmpelfing 
“ me to difpleafure at fuch\»nworthy treatment, 
^ they may force me either to rclinquifh my 

F 2 ftatiop, 
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tl $ation,or to join with them and.afl by their 
u advice, and appoint creatures of their cecom- 
“ mendation to the different offices, from which 

they might draw profit to. themfelves.” 

In a fubfequent letter to the Governor, Sud- 
der ul Hoc Khan lays, “ The Begum’s minifterg, 
c< before my arrival, with the advice of their 
“ counfellors caufed the Nabob to fjgn a receipt, 
“ jn confequence of which they received, at two 
“ different times, near 50,000 rupees in the 
<c name of the officers of the , \ dawlet, Phouz- 
« darry, &c. from the Company’s Sircar j and 
“shaving drawn up an account current in the 
“ manner they wiffied, they got the Nabob to 
u fign it, and then fent it to me.” In the fame 
letter he afferts, that thefe people have the Na- 
* bob intirely in their power. 

On the 1 ft of September 1778, the Governor 
informs the Nabob, that it is highly expedient 
that Sudder ul Hoc Khan ffiould have foil con¬ 
trol in all matters relative to his .office, and the 
foie appointment and difmiffion of the Sudder 
and Mofuffil officers, and that his feal and figna* 
ture ffiould be authentic to all papers having, re* 
lation to the bufinefs entrufted to him,; I there¬ 
fore intimate to you that he fhould appoint and 
difmifs all the officers under him, and that your 
Excellency fhould not interfere in. any one. 

The Nabob, in a letter to the Governor re* 
ceivpd 3d September 1778, fays,, “ 4 greeably 
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«rto yourpkafuie.Ihare relmquifhed all concern 
“ with the affairs of the Phouzdarry and Adawlet, 
“ leaving the rntire management of them in Sud- 
44 der ul Hoc Khan’s hands/’ 


Sudder ul Hoc Khan/ina letter received 30th 
September, fays, “ Yatibar Ally Cawn, Munny 

Begunl’s chief Eunuch, from theamouht of the 
44 faiaries of the officers of the Adawlet and Phouz- 
46 darry, which before my arrival he had received 
“ For two months from the Sircar, made dif- 
44 burfements according to his ownpleafure. He 
44 had before caufed the fum of 7400 rupees, on 
44 account of the price of mine and my Paifhere’s 
44 Kellaats, to be carried to account, -and nctor 
44 continually fends a man to demand from trie 
44 four thoufand three hundred and odd rupees, 
44 as the balance of the price of Kellaats, and 
44 conftantly prefles me to take it from the 
44 amount of the faiaries of the officers of die 
44 Adawlet and • Phouzdarry, and fend it to him \ 
44 and I lhall be under the neccflity of-comply- 
44 ing. 1 mention this for your information.” 

The Governor General's letter to* the Nabob, 
dated the 10th of Q&ober 1778, contains a re- 
prefentation fo pointed, and fo very juft, of the 
fatal effects which had attended the Nabob’s in¬ 
terfering in the adminiftration of juftice, that,I 
lhall irtfert it intire, but without any comment; 
in fa<5 it (peaks too,plainly 50 require one. 


44 At 
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w At your Excellency's requeft, I fent Sud- 
der al Hoc Khan to take on him the adminfltra- 
tion of the affairs of the Adawlct and Phouz- 
darry, and hoped by that means not only to 
have given fatisfadtion to yonr Excellency, but 
that, through his abilities and experience, thefe 
affairs would have been conducted in fuch a 
manner as to have fecured the peace of the coun¬ 
try, and the happinefs of the people; and it is 
with the greateft concern I learn, that this mea- 
fure is fo far from being attend d with the expect¬ 
ed advantages, that the affairs both of the Phouz- 
darry and Adawlet are in the greateft confufion 
imaginable, and daily robberies and murders 
are perpetrated throughout the country. 

i 

This is evidently owing to the want of a pro¬ 
per authority in the perfon appointed to fupcr- 
intend them. I therefore addreffed your Excel¬ 
lency on the importance and delicacy of the 
affairs in queftion, and of the neceffity of lodging 
full power in the hands of the perfon chofen to 
adminifter them. In reply to which, your Ex¬ 
cellency expreffed fentiments coincident with 
mine \. notwithftanding which, your dependents 
and people, aftuated by felfilh and avaritious 
views, have, by their interference, lb impeded the 
bufmefs, as to throw the whole country into a 
ftate of confufion, from Which nothing can re- 
trie ve^t but an unlimited power lodged in the 
hands of the iuperinrendant. I therefore requeft 

that 
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that your Excellency will give the ftri&eft in* 
junctions to all your dependents not to interfere 
in any manner with any matter relative to the 
affairs of the Adawlet and Phouzdarry; and 
that you will yourfelf relinquilb all interference 
therein, and leave them indrely to the manage* 
ment of Sudder ul Hoc Khan. This is abfo- 
lutely neceffary to reftore the country to a (late 
of tranquillity ; and if your Excellency has any 
plan to propofe for the management of the 
affairs in future, be pleated to communicate it to 
me, and every attention (hall be paid to give 
your Excellency fatisfa&ion. In the mean time* 

I have given dire&ions to Sudder ul Hoc Khan 
to take the foie management of them into his 
own hands, and to apply afliduoufly to the reite¬ 
ration of tranquillity and good order in the coun* 
try: and I muft requeft that your Excellency will 
confirm them by fimilar orders to him, otherwise 
a meafure which 1 adopted at your Excellent 
cy*s requeft, and with a view to your fatif- 
faction and the benefit of the country, will be 
attended with quite contrary effects, and bripg 
diferedit on me.” 

* 

From the preceding correfpondencc, 1 think 
it appears beyond difpute, that the Nabob him- 
felf has hitherto been a mere cypher through 
the whole tranfa&icta, or rather an internment,* 
in the hands of Mutiny Begum and octets, 
employed by them, add for their purpoftsunly. 
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to accompli (h the removal of Mahomed Re®a< 
Khan i That thefe people have made a moft*dan* 
gehoos and iniquitous life of the NabobVname 
and. authority, urhill they had both at their dif- 
pofai'c And that the Governor General hlcn&lf 
iwas convinced that the interference of the Na¬ 
bob, or of thole who alted for him in the a flairs* 
of the Nizamut, had been attended with the. 
mod ruinous confequences, which he accord¬ 
ingly endeavoured to obviate, by directing him 
not to concern himfelf in any fliap* in the con¬ 
duct of the buiinefs intruded to the Naih 
Subadar. 

With refpedt to the Nabob, 1 {hall only ob* 
fervei, that his letters involve him in a very dif- 
graceful dilemma* If I could believe it poffible 
that, freely, and of hiss own mere motion, he 
could recommend, “ That Munny Begum fhould 
u tube on herfdf the management of the affairs of 
“ the Nizamtoty without the interference of any 
“ other per fin 5 that he fhould in one letter 
dc&rc* to conduit the affairs of the Nizamut 
himfelf, and in the next, that a Naib fhould 
be appointed to conduit them for him, I 
fhould give little credit to the afiertion with 
which thefe requefb are accompanied, viz. 
u that he is not devoid of undepjtanding” He 
may arrive at years of maturity ; but if, at the 
age o£twenty-one, he doc* not percebre the folly 
and abfordity of feet* proportions, and fuch 

contradiltions. 
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con;radidion$, I Ihould defpair of. Ms cW 
arriving at years of difcretion. On die othcf 
hand, if thefe letters are written for him, which 
I am thoroughly fatisfied is the cafej if he hasf 
no will of his own, and if the rights and autho- 
rities demanded in his name are in reality to de¬ 
volve to Munny Begum, to her chief eunuch^ 
and to the other perfons of whofe mifeondutfr 
the late Naib Subadar made fo many complaints 
to the Governor, what opinion are we to enter* 
tain of his Excellency’s undemanding and vera¬ 
city ; or on what ground can we commit did 
management of fuch important affairs to a young 
man fo dependant on Munny Begum, and evi- 
dently fo incapable of judging or acting for 
himfelf ? 

I now proceed to the lad orders from the 
Court of Directors: they confider the whole 
fubje<5t in the fame light that 1 do: they ac¬ 
knowledge no right of inheritance in the Na¬ 
bob : they underftand every oftenfible acceffion 
to his power as a real one to that of Munny 
Begum: they deem it for the welfare of the 
country that the office of Naib Subadar (hould 
be continued*, and they pofitively direct us 
forthwith to fignify to the Nabob their pleafure, 
that Mahomed Reza Khan be immediately 
reftored to it. 

t. 

But notwirhffanding they had a thorough 
k nowkdge of the fk#s, and were perfeffcly 

G acquainted 
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acquainted with all the chara&ers, they cer¬ 
tainly were not aware of the poffibility of fuch 
a cafe as now cxifts, or they would have pro¬ 
vided again ft it. They did not forefee that 
their pofitive orders would not be inforced by 
this government. Of that filch orders would be 
difobeyed. When they read the Nabob's late 
letters, the falfe and frivolous pretences on which 
he ventures to counteract and defeat an arrange¬ 
ment which the Company have deemed necef- 
fary for the welfare of the counts/ will aftonifh 
them no lefs than our acquiefcence in fuch pre¬ 
tences. 

Fifft; He fays, “ that he had formerly writ- 
“ ten to the Governor that he had no farther 
<c occafion for a Naib, and would himfelf 
“ conduct his own affairsAnd he afferts, that 
iince the difmiflion of Mahomed Reza Khan to 
the prefent time, the bufinefs had been con¬ 
ducted under his own immediate direction. Is 
k poflible he fhould forget, that in confequence 
of Sudder ul Hoc Khan's appointment, the Go¬ 
vernor had exprefsly required him not to inter¬ 
fere, and that the Nabob had thereupon relin-. 
quifhed all concern with the affairs of the Fouz- 
darry and Adawlet, and left the entire manage¬ 
ment of them in the hands of the Naib. In 
his next letter he talks of the rights of his de- 
ceafed father, as well as his own, as if the office 
«f Nazim' were hereditary. He talks of his 

claims 
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claims on the Company, as if he held by fame' 
other tide than their friend&ip and protection; 
or, as if either he or his father had any right 
in the Subadary beyond what they derived from 
the voluntary a&s of the Company, or of their 
ieprefentatives. He fays, he neye? will admit 
Mahomed Reza Khan to polfefs any degree 
of authority in his family; and that as Sudder 
ul Hoc Khan is dead, he (hall take on himfelf 
the management of the bulinefs. In his. laft let¬ 
ter he obferves, that Mahomed Reza Khaa was 
at firft appointed*on account of his, the Nabob’s, 
tender age, which required the afliftance of a 
Naib; forgetting not only that a Naib Subadar 
was appointed, and the office executed without 
objection during the government of his prede- 
cefibrs, but that he himfelf had fubmitted, 
about a year ago, to the appointment of Sudder 
ul Hoc Khan ; and that the latter continued to 
execute his feverai offices till his death, with 
powers totally and avowedly independent of the 
Nabob: he forgets, or perhaps he does not' 
know, that the treaty of March, 1770, by which 
alone his rights, whatever they may be, were 
created, provides for the appointment of a Naib 
of the provinces, to be invefted with the manage¬ 
ment of affairs; and that this Naib was ap¬ 
pointed at the inftance of the Governor and 
Gentlemen of the Council. In the fame letter 

-s 

the Nabob declares, that he adminifters the 
affairsof the Nizamut by bis own authority , and 
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jball do Jo ; and that he never can, on any ac¬ 
count, agree to die appointment of Mahomed 
Reza Khan to the Naib Soubalbip. 

The Governor General's letter of the 10th of 
-October, 1778, will Ihew the Company not 
only in what manner this important bufinefs is 
likely to be conduced, and what opinion the 
Governor General himfelf entertains of the Na¬ 
bob's capacity, but that neither were his iup- 
•pofed rights and the maturity of his age 
Attended to at that time, nor his perfoftal incli¬ 
nations confultcd. Notwithftanding all his 
claims to the Phouzdarry and Adawlct, the Go¬ 
vernor’s pleafure diverted him of both, and left 
him without an option. Thefe, however, are 
pot the firrt and immediate objects of con¬ 
sideration. A new and 'unexpe&ed queftion is 
now before us. The Company's orders are dif- 
obeyed on pretended principles, which fuppofe 
the exirtence of an authority in thefe provinces 
independent of the authority of Great Britain 
over them. That of the Court of Dire&ors is the 
only medium by which the fubje&ion of Bengal 
to Great Britain is held and fecured. In oppo¬ 
sition to it the Nabob declares, that be afts by 
Ins oton authority* and Jbail continue to do Jo. I 
do /not know what name the law will give to dif- 
Obedience of the Company’s lawful orders by 
this Board* or whether fuch di&bedience, di- 
reftty avowed by opdclves*, would not be lefs 

criminal, 
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criminal, and in its confluences lefs dangerous, 
than under the forth which it now flumes: but 


every man muft fie which way the prefent 
example leads, and 1 What ufe may be madfc of it. 
If fome vigorous meafure be not immediately 
taken by the Company to difirm the Nabob of 
all means of refinance, or at* leaft to deter him 
from attempting it again, their dominion over 
Bengal, is not fecure, I sun firry this inexperi¬ 
enced young man fhould have been fi unhappily 
advifed. He does not know on what dangerous 
ground he treads. He forgets himfilf too 
grofsly when he difobeys the Company’s pod* 
tjve orders, and in the* fame breath tells the 
Governor General, “ You are the matter and my 
“ patron, and I can take no meafure without 
u firft communicating it to you.’* 


The Company will confider whether this 
avowed diftin&ion between them and their local 
reprcfentatjve be not fomething more than dif- 
refpedtful \ or whether their injunctions would 
have been flighted if they h 4 d been accompa¬ 
nied by the ufual and proper requifition on the 
part of the Governor General and Council, 
which I repeatedly recommended without fuc- 
cefs. Other and more alarming, reflections 
will naturally fucceed. The oftenfible fhadow 
of the Nabob’s authority, may . in, dmc find a 
fubitance to fupport it. If the fpirft of party 
and faction, which prevails through every de-. 

partment 
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partment of government, and through every 
other rank of fife, fticmld reach to the Scapoys, 
k would.be a painful, but not a difficulty talk, 
to count the few remaining Heps which lead 
inevitably from that ftate of thing?, to , final 
dilution- At whatever diftance that danger 
may appear to be, yet, ifthccourfe we are in 

points direchly to it, I truft that the wifdom of 

■ 

the Company will nor deem- it unworthy of their 
inftaot confidexation. The fame me ? fates by 

which a greatand imminent mifehief hiig^t have 
been prevented will hot be Sufficient' to toneft or 
retrieve it; 

I now move that it may be refolved. That the 
preceding letter from cheNabob is highly difiatii- 
faftory to the Board* and that the Governor 
General be requefted to fignify the fame to him, 
and to demand in opr name his immediate 
Compliance with the orders of the Company. 

Mr . TVhckr. I agree to the motion. 

Mr: Bar welt. If any advantage, was dated to 
derive to the Company^ by controlling the will 
of the* Nabob, -it might be ^ queftion with me 
how far the occafion would vindicate the com- 
pulfion propoled; but-when no national bene¬ 
fit catv accrue, nor is stated, I cannot give my 
afienfc to ifery* exceptionable meafure. 

■» t- 

* ’ 4f , 

Governor General 1, fitall *n^ef occar 
fion^odqciare my fentiments at large on the fub- 

jeft 
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jc£l of this motion* For *fce prdGmtl ftiajl con* 
tentTpiyfelf with* declaring, that I have gone to 
the utmoft lengths preferibed tome by the Com¬ 
pany’s orders, and by my icnfc of my duty, and 
that I will not go beyond them. 

The motion refolved in the negative. 

Mr. Francis. Since it is refolved that the Board 
will hot inlift on the Nabob’s compliance with 
the Company’s orders, nothing is left for me 
but to move, as 1 how do, that the falary allotted 
by the Company out of their revenue for the fop- 
port of the office of Naib Souba, amounting to 
three lack of ficca rupees per annum, or fo much 
of it as was divided between Munny Begum, 
Baboo Begum, Raja Gpurdafs, and Sudder ul 
Hoc Cawn may ceafe, and be made a faving in 
the Company’s treafury from the day when 
Sudder ui Hoc Khan died* 

It ts the Company’s property, and if it be 
not employed in the manner they direft, it IhOuId 

pot at leaft be applied to any other" purpofe. 

* » 

Mr. tVbeJer. I agree xo the motion. 

* 

Mr. Barwell. I deftre that, the fund 

from which this payment is made to the minif* 
ters of the Nabob be Jlated by the, Accompcant 
General before I give my opinion on the motion* 

Governor General. I obje& to jhe queftion in 
the terms of it, but conieht to wait for the in¬ 
formation required by Mr. Barwell. 


Minute 
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AGnute of Council the iotb December % 1779, 

r 

Confidered the motion made by Mr. Francis 
at the laft confultation, viz. 


“ That the falary allotted by the Company 
•• out of their revenues, for the fupport of the 
** office of Naib Soubah, amounting to three 
** lacks of ficca rupees per annum, or fo much 
“ of it as was divided between Munny Begum, 
4t Baboo Begum, Raja Gourdafs, and Sudder 
“ ul Hoc Khan may ceafe, and be made a 
“ faving in the Company’s treafury from the 
“ day when Sudder ul Hoc Khan died." 


Mr. BarwelL By the letter received by Mr. 
Croftes, the charge of the Nizamut allowances 
appears to be defrayed by the Company. There 
was, I find, a certain fund, under the name of 
the Sinking Fund, eftablilhed upon the orders 
of the Company, limiting the perional charges 
of ijie Nabob to the fum of fixteen lacks, and 
referving ficca rupees 15,81,860 per annum; 
and to this fund was charged certain demands 
againft the Mogul government, which have fince 
been totally liquidated, as will appear more par¬ 
ticularly by a ftate of the fund which I have 
juft now received from Mr. Croftes. If it was 
incumbent on the Nabob to difeharge, out of the 
allowances made to him by our government, 
the different claims which appear to be ftzted in 
this account, 1 do not Be any reafbn why the 

Company 
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Company Ihould continue burthened with ccf- 
tatn*expeuce&, Which arfie Ibfely on the fcore of 
h» government, While tftofe means which he 
has of providing for the whole from his efta- 
blrlhed allowances remain unapplied. By the 
present method it appears to me that the hvisgs 
Bated ift the linking Fund are made totally at 
the expehce of the Company, becauie the chaises 
of the Nizamut, or country government depen¬ 
dant on the Soubah, inftead of being diiburfed 
from the fum allotted for the Soubah’s govern¬ 
ment, are diiburfed from the Company's means* 
and (he claim on the fcore of the allowances 
fixed for the charges of the Soubah's govern¬ 
ment fbffered to accumulate to the exorbitant 
Aim of rupees, 90,04,188,7,4, as a debt due from 
the Company. This being the cafe, there appears 
to me an abfolute neceffity to correct ah error, 
which has led Mr. Francis into the idea that 
the diiburfements which are made by the Com¬ 
pany are made by them out of their revenues, for 
the fupport of the office of Naib Soubah, 
amounting to three lacks of rupees per annum* 
While the Company hold this fund of 15,81,860 
rupees per annum, of the fum of 31,81,860, 
which by treaty they expreftly ftipulate to pay 
for the fupport of the Soubah’s government, it 
is not juft that they fhould be charged with any 
expence to be diiburfed on that account. 1 
therefore Move, “ That all expences that have 
“ been incurred, or ftutll fa future bo incurred, 

«on 
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u on mount of the of country go-. 

* 6 vernracnt department, pr the Soubah, be fet 
** off again!); the claims of the Soubah, for' fuch 
* l part of the ftipepd qr fajary, allotted for the 
<c fupport of his government as has been re- 
££ tained by government for this and other ex*. 
“ prefs purpofes directed by the Company.”— 
I underftand the motion made by Mr- Francis, 
to have for its objeffc the compelling the Naboh 
to accept of Mahomed Reza Khan for his mini- 
fter, or to referve the fum which is allotted as 
the due of Mahomed Reza Khan, ro„be difpofed 
of by the orders of the Company- jdhis motion 
being made on the preemption that the Niza- 
mut officers are the officers of the Company, 
and in the pay of the Company, can only be fup* 
ported upoh that principle, I am therefore 
agaiuft.the motion, 

Mr* Francis’s motion parried ip the negative, 

Mr. Francis . If I tipderftand the preceding 
minute, the iavings from which the Sinking 
Fund therein mentioned was confiituted, viz, 
ificca rupees per annum (accruing 
fince tne time when the penfion of the Nabob 
Mobareck ul Dowl?h, as fettled by a treaty 
highly difapproyedof by the Company, was re¬ 
duced to 16 lacks by their pofltive orders) do 
not belong to the Company, and that Something 
will be gained by, charging that fund with the 
amount of the. fajary allotted by the Company, 
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put of tb^ir own revenues, for the fupport of 
the Naib Subadar. It is indifferent to me, and 
I believe perfc&ly immaterial to the Company, 
in what way the account is dated. The charge, 
if difburfed, comes out of the Company’s trea- 
fury > it is immediately paid out of the collec¬ 
tions of the divifion of Moorihedebad, as the 
Company will fee by referring to our fetter to 
Mr. Martin, of the nth of May, 1778. Am I 
to underdand that Mr. Barwell means to make 
the Company debtor to the Nabob Mobareck ul 
Dowlah for tjie amount of the above favings ? 
if he does, I wiih it tp be declared fo in plain 
terms: they wbuld by this time amount, as I 
believe, to 112 lacks of ficca rupees: If he does 
not, I cannot poffibly difcover the meaning 
or application of his motion. As for*byfelf, I 
deny the fait, and all confequences pretended to 
be derived from it. On the remainder of Mr. 
BarwelPs minute there is but little to be faid, 
fuppofing it true that a real effective country go¬ 
vernment now eacided, and that the affairs of 
the Nizamut did of right fail under the imme¬ 
diate adminidration of Mobareck ul Dowlah (all 
which is fo manifedly contrary to the fa&, that 
it will not bear an argument,) dill it would not 
follow that my lad motion ought to be rejected. 
The fum which l propole to be referred is not 
divided among the officers of the Nizamut: Mr. 
JJarwell furely did not condder in what manner 
|t is adually didributpdi neither do I admit 
fjiat my lad morion had for its objt& tbectifrpd* 
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ling the Nabob to meept of Mahomed Keza KM 
for his mimfter. It could not pollibiy have that 
ef&& 5 the point was already decided by a pre¬ 
ceding resolution; and if, as I conclude, the’ 
foie object of the Nabob be to keep the amounr 
of Mahomed Reza Khan’s Salary, and to diftri- 
b«te it among his family* And dependents, our 
takfog th£' ftiohey frdm him wiU not tend to 
Compel him to reinftate Mahomed Reza Khan, 
bywfttcliTic would equally Iofe it. If that were* 
the only alternative propofed him, he would 
certainly prefer the meafiire *vhich freed him 
from the check of Mahomed Reza Khan’s avh 

thority, and left every thing in his own hands, 

* * 

1‘ havc/aid the mode of /facing the account 
Jrdpn&d bjr Mr* Barwell is a ifiatter of indif- 
dbtfhCe in ttfelf 5 bvt% a^ fc Implies a condufioti 
irt which 1 do n$t Cqhcur, I am agaraft the mo- 

" * * -■* L til Zl » . 0 
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PREFACE. 


A T a time that the Britifh empire is over¬ 
whelmed with taxes and debt, that the 
ravages of war are depopulating the realm, that 
the colonies and fettlements abroad (which weie 
the fmews of its wealth and fuperiority) are dif- 
metnbering fromjt, and that unnatural difeon- 
tents and at home, are lapping and dis¬ 
uniting its internal refources and power j it be* 
comes the duty of individuals, by the expofure 
of authentic fads, to exhibit before the Mini* 

nifters of Government, and the Public, the fatal! 

*» 

errors which have led to feme of thofe unhappy 

embarrafsments; and to roufe them to a fenfd 

« 

of what they owe to their ftations, and to thefts 
felves, as the means of faving a remnant, upon 
which to raife a fupcrftrudure, fuperior even 
to what it has been* 

The abufes committed in the Supreme Coua^j 
c8 of Bengal are fo voluminous, that it woull" 

a he 
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be alrnoll: impofiible (however interefting the 
lubjed) to exhibit them to the public, fo as to 
fecure due attention to them, in any other fhapc, 
than by picce-meal. 

The contraBs which Mr. Hadings and Mr. 

O 

Barwcll carried into execution, by Mr. llaf- 
tings’s editing vote, as Governor-General, againft 
the remondtanccb and votes of Mr. Francis and 
Mr. Wilder in tlK latter end of 779 ; the ad¬ 
vance, falarits, and emoluments Vv>ted to General 
Sir Eyre Coote, as Commander in Chic f ; and 
the continuation of a Commander in Chief’s ap¬ 
pointment to Brigadier-General Stibbert after he 
'Was fuperfeded, have been topics of converfation 
in Britain ; hut thepaitial difplay of mifreprefen- 
tation dthgnediy, hath impofed upon the credulity 
of many. As thefc compofc a part of the c\ils 
which threaten the fpcedy extinction of the Eaft- 
India Company, and fubverlion of the Britifli 
commerce and pofleffions in India, they arc made 
the fubjed of the following lheets, at a time 
that Miniftcrs are again obliged to bring the af¬ 
fairs of the Company before Parliament. A 
Treaty of a curious nature and complexion with 
the diftreflld and reduced Ranah of Gohud is 
annexed, as well to fliew the real principles of 

adion, 
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a&ion, as. the unaccountable infatuation which 
have guided the political faculties of men, cried 
up in this country, as prodigies for fuperior ta¬ 
lents. Other fads are to follow forthwith, 
amongfl: which the origin and hiftory of the pre- 
fent Marratta war, the late war whereby the 
Company’s troops, as menenaries t exterminated 
the Robilla nation, and the prefent a&ual litua- 
lion and dilpofition of the feveral dates and 
powers in Ilindoftan, combined and clofely 
b igued mo a iltict confederacy .igaiuft the En- 
gliih, on principles of felf-prcfcryation. 


In March 1777, there were above £.1,$00,000 
flei ling unappropriated in the treafurics of Bengal. 
In Auguft 1778, Mr. Ha/lings and Mr. Barwdl 
pledged themfehes, that after making liberal allow¬ 
ance r for all extra contingencies , there would re¬ 
main unappropriated in the Treafury, cn the 3 if 
cf March following , £.2,056,000; yet at the pre¬ 
fixed period\ there was not £. r 0,000 unappropri¬ 
ated. And by a pofitive refolution which 01 igiiated 
under Mr. Hafiings’s pen in the month of November 
1778, the Company's mvefiments were in future re- 



Vl R E F A C E. 

dated from 140 to 100 lacks ef rupees.•‘‘The lajl 
efiimate of probable refources and aftual d'Jburfe- 
mnts,from March 1780 to April 1781, rnani- 
mmfy authenticated by every Member of the Council 
Board, and tranfmitted to the Court of Dircflors, 
difcovered a real deficiency of near £.300,000, after 
accounting for, and appropriating the depofit of 
£.359,000, in Fort William, "The Treafury of 
Oude, which paid a fabfidy of about £.950,000 a 
year to the Company, was exhauj J, and the Com¬ 
pany's troops in the provinces dependent upon the 
Habob, were in arrears, Jbme fix ,, and none ief s 
than three months. Native troops in India are like 
the Swifs troops in Europe -, the Jloppage of pay is 
the Jloppage of fervice ; mutiny and dejection are the 
tertain confluence-, and the troops regularly trained 
and difeiplined by the Company, will augment the 
armies of their enemies. What the event wi/l be, 
needs no prophetic faculty, unlefs meafures, as well as 
men, are changed. 


MINUTES 
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BULLOCK CONTRACT. 


Aurujt 3 iS, 1779/ 

Minnie from Mr. Ti^un and Mr, Whcekr. 

W K have gicat reafjn to complain of the uncom¬ 
mon huny and piu ipitaUO'*, with which the 
piopoftd contiaft for fupplymg the aimy with draught 
and cairiage bullocks for live yeai & has bein tngiolied 
and biought before the boatd to be executed on I huif- 
day the 26th inftnnt. Confadeiing the ver) cxtraoidi- 
nary charge which the Company is to incur bv this con- 
tiaft. and the number of new and militate claults and 
provifions of wliich it confofhs it was the feudal y* 
duty to have prepaied a draft of the contiaft, and to 
have iubmitted it to the approbation of the hoard, be¬ 
fore he gave diieftions to the attorney for having it en- 
grofred. This ncceflaiy form not having betu ooferved, 

B w$ 
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we have not a fuflicicnt time allowed us to confidcr every 
article of the conlia-lt, with the aUeniion it deferves; 
but this (ball nor prevent our laying before the board 
iuch remarks as immediately occur to us, in hopes that 
they may Hill be early enough to induce the other mem¬ 
bers to weigh the (ubjetfc more deliberately, and not to 
put their names to an inflrumcnt, in which, as we think, 
the Company’s iniereil is entirely facrificed, and their 
orders flatly diloheyed. If, ncverlhidefs, a majoiity of 
the board IhouId peiiift in their intentions to execute 
the contrail:, we lhall have done as much as depends 
upon us at pre fent, by dating our objeOiofts to it, and 
(hewing the confeqnences that muff attei d it, fuppofing 
the contrail to take t fie it. 

,\Ve have already referred to the Company’s inftrue- 
tions relative to contiails in general; but as we find 
that in the year 1770, the court of direilorshad cnteied 
into a very minute enquiry, concerning the particular 
contrail fur iunnlhing draught and carriage bullocks, 
we beg leave to annex a copy of the order they gave at 
that time, from which we lhall only quote the follow¬ 
ing woids in this place, that the members of the board 
who have it m coniemplarion to give away the contrail 
for live year*-. may kno.v at the lame time, that thev arc 
fitting the Company's authority at defiance : 

fi It is our exprefs order, and we hereby pofilively 
direct, that you do not fail every year, to ad\ertife for, 
and receive luch propofals, as may be offered for fup- 
v plying the troops with provifions, and for furnifhing 
draught and carnage bullocks to be employed with out- 
army. Aud that you do in all cafes accept thole pro- 
pofals, which may appear tne moll realbnable in point 
of charge." 


The annexed paper No. 2, contains a comparifon of 
the expcnce of the prefent efiablifhment of bullocks, 

fuppofing 



fuppofmg it compleat according to the contra# notv 
exilting, with that which is to be crc.ted by the pro¬ 
pos'd contra#. By this it appears that the former is 
Sicca rupees 13,786: 3 anas per month, and the latter 
Sicca rupees 58,629 making the enormous difference or 
increafe of Sicca ryipges 44,842 :13 anas per month. On 
this footing the buno&k contra# wilt colt the Company, ■ 
no lefs than current rupees §,16,120 per annum, for five 
years certain, or current rupees 40,80.600. (408,0601. 
fteriing) And this excellive charge cannot, according to 
the terms of the contra#, be reduced a Angle rupee dat¬ 
ing the live years; at the lame time that opetiihgs are 
defigncdly left to increafe it confiderably. 

Wc folcmnly protell againft every attempt to load 
the Company with fuch an immoderate expence, and 
particularly againft the intention, to fix it irrevocably 
for any term of years. In the contra# now exilting, 
and in all the former bullock eohjtfa#s, a claufe has..;, 
been invariably inferred, by which the Company or the 
( Government here, or even the Colonels of the brigade, 
had a power referved to them of difeharging any num¬ 
ber of fuperfluous, or unneceflary bullocks, giving one 
month's notice to the conti a#or; but no fuch claufe is 
inlcrted in the intended contra#, fo that the Company 
muff at all events, keep up the entire number of 6;00 
bullocks for five years, or at leaf! pay for them, under 
every change of cinumffances whatjoever, and even 
though they fhould find it neceffary to reduce or new 
model their army in the mean time. 

In the pvopofed contra# no diffin#ion is made be¬ 
tween draught and carriage bullocks, or whether within" 
or without the provinces. Every bullock ii> to be paid 
for at the rate of Sicca rupees, 8:12 ana$, \ er month, 

R. A. P. 

or Sonat rupees, 9. 2. 3 h including the divers. 

B 2 


By 
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By the pre^nt contra^ without the provinces, a 
draught bullock employed or unemployed R. A. P. 
is Sonat rupees — — 5:0:0 

Carriage ditto - — 3 : 10 : o 

Draught and carriage unemployed within the 

provinces — — — 2:9:6 

And for this he feeds them, and finds them in divers, 
pads, ropes, &c. 

The difference between the two rates is fo extraordi¬ 
nary, that we imagine no member of the board, who 
gives his attention to the fubjeft, will ever content to it. 

In the third article of the propofols, it is Hated that 
condemned bullocks iha 11 be thrown on the hands of the 
contratior, but without any penalty, which we think 
there ought to be, coniidcring how much the fervice 
may fuffer; and that he is allowed 12 Sicca rupees per 
annum, for every bullock in the army, to make good 
lofics that may happen by the enemy, death, rejeftion, &c. 
bchdcs a bounty of 10 Sicca rupees, for every exit a bul¬ 
lock found, upon notice given. 

Pie is to incur a penalty of, three times the a£lua! Bazar 
price of the gram, if the bullocks' are not vitfualled a* 
grccably to the terms of the contract. The latter part, 
the commanding officer of the brigade, and command¬ 
ing officer of the artillery may certify on the bills; but 
as the commifTary.general is to be the check, how is he 
to know t he aBual bazar price of gram at the feveral Ha¬ 
ttons 5 Wc think it would be much better to have the 
letiidty fixed at a certain rate. 

By the fifth article the con^ra&or is to be paid by 
extra bills, for any increafe of food given to the bul¬ 
locks, by orders of the commanding officer. This we 
think highly unrcafonablc, as the terms of the contrac¬ 
tor 
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ter are in themfelves already much too liberal, and it 
is the irftereft of the contrador, that his bullocks (hould 
he properly fed. 

The expence of drivers, firdars-d rivers, bridles, picket 
ropes, pads, &c. was never before charged to the Com¬ 
pany. 

Lodes by forced marches, or over loading, are to he 
made good to the contractor. tJe is allowed a Cicca 
rupee per month for each bullock, to make good lolles 
by the enemy, death, rejection, &c. Every bullock 
that dies, will be drawn tor, on either of thole accounts. 
It is difficult to'afcertain the laCl, but if the claule is ad¬ 
mitted. at what rate is the commilTary-gentral to allow, 
within and without the provinces For draught, nnd for 
carriage bullocks which have died, owing to thole two 
caules; and what proof or evidence is he to accept, that 
the death of the bullock was owing to one or other of 
the above caufes ? 

Is it meant that the bullocks loaded with grain for 
feeding the other bullocks, are to be at the cxpence of 
the Company ? If not there was no occafiorv for the 
fourteenth article, as they always have been, and muft 
be allowed to attend the army. 

The bounty of ten Sicca rupees fo* every extra bul¬ 
lock found in a certain time, as expreded in the fifteenth 
article, is unrieceflary, at lead the fum propofed is a 
great deal too much. By the prefent contract nothing 
is allowed for the purchafe of bullocks, unlels required 
within a month’s notice; and if, on fuch emergency, the 
ufuai price of bullocks Ihoukl be thereby enhanced, he 
is allowed for any extra price, that may have been ac- 

R. A. 

iually oaid more than Sonat rupees, 12. 8. for each 

draught 
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. « 

draught bullock, and 8 Sonai rupees for each carriage 
bullock, but if he does not pay more than thofe prices, 
he is to be allowed nothing. 

In the bounty there is no diflin&ion made, betwixt 
ext ra draught, and c xli a carriage bullocks. The former 
ought fin civ to coft more than the latter, at leaft there 
has been always a difference, both in the price, and 
changes of feeding, hitherto* Confidering the time al¬ 
lowed in the fifteenth article, no bounty'fliould be given; 
the contractor is fufHcicntly rewarded by the incrcafe, 
without any other emolument. 

If the bills arc not prefented by the .mtraflor's agent 
to the officeis, whole duty it is to coumcrfjgn them, with¬ 
in a certain number of days after the muflcr, the con¬ 
tractor fhbuld be liable to a deduction of 10 per cent. 
Many irregularities are produced, from bills being drawn 
lomciimes ten and twelve months in arrears. After the 
words, “ that the bills fliould not lay above eight days 
in the commilTary-general’s office,” it fliould be added, 
“ unlcfs he has occafion to make reference to the officers 
- who have counterfigned the bills,’’ as this will tiecefiarily 
occafion fome delay. 

In order to enable the contraflor to execute this moft 
lucrative contra0., he is to have the value of three-fourths 
of his flock, advanced to him out of the treafuries when 
lie may require it: and by the following article, we are 
to provide him with a piece of ground for keeping his 
cattle. As we know not in what terms, to exprels our 
difapprobation of thefe extravagant conditions, we {hall 
content onrfeives with Hating them for the Company's 
obfervation. 

The penal ; y of 50 Sicca rupees for every bullock, 
hired from officers civil or military, Herns to us a nuga¬ 
tory 
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tory claufc, thrown otit for no other purpofe but to give 
the contrad an air of rigour, which by no means belongs 
to it. Such a penalty can never be enforced. 

To conclude, we fugged thefe curfory remarks to the 
board, as fatal to the propofed contrad on its own pi in- 
ciples, and cxclufive of the legality of granting a con¬ 
tract on any conditions for the term in quell ion. Many 
other objections we doubt not would occur toperfons 
better verfed in the fubjeft than we are; but what has 
been faid we truft will be fufficient to juftify to the Com¬ 
pany and to the public in general, the part we have 
taken, or may hereafter take in refifting lb enormous and 
unprecedented a wafte of the Company's property. 

(Signed) P. FRANCIS. 
E. WHELt.R. 


X 


No. II. 

COMPARISON between the expence of the prefent 
and propofed BULLOCK CONTRACT. 

38,525 

*6,750 

3-354 

58.629 

PRElE.N r 


Propofed Contract. 

4000 Diaught g u li oc k s a t 5, 12. 

2700 Carnage J 

A driver to every two bullocks is 3,350 at 5. 

A firdar driver to every fix pair of bullocks 
is 559. firdar driver at 6. 

Total monthly expences of the propofed con- 
trad ■ ■ - — 
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PRESENT CONTRACT TERMS and number of 
bullocks with the army, fuppofing the fane number 
with the temporary a$ with the id brigade in the 
field, agreeable to the eftablifhment. 

640 draught bullocks with the id brig, in the field. 

640 ditto ditto, with the temporary brigade. 

- R. A. 

1280 draught bullocks, at 5 rupees — 6,400 : — 


1125 ditto with the two biigades at the 
Prefidency and Burrampore 
ditto with the light infantry 

R. A. 

1161 draught bullocks, at 3. 7. 3*99° : *5 



306 carriage bullocks with the id brigade. 

306 ditto ditto with the temporary brigade. 

- R. A. 

6J2 carriage bullocks, at 3* 10. 2,218 ; 8 


550 ditto with the two brigades at the 
Prefidency and Burrampore. 

14 ditto with the light infantry. 

—- R. A. 

564 carriage bullocks, at 3. 3. . 1,797 : 12 

Total monthly expence of the bullocks 
for the army, by the prefent contra#, 
fuppofing the eftablifliment complete. 

Sonat Rupees. 14,407 : 3 

f 

Monthly expence of the bullocks for Sicca Rupees 
*the army, by the propofed contra#. 58,629 : — 


Monthly 
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Moothiy expence of tfye bullocks frir 
the army, by the prefent contra#. 

Sonat Rupees 14,407. 3- or 13,786 : 3 

Difference of expence betwixt the prc- Sicca Rupees, 
fent and propofed contra#, monthly 441842 : 13 

Total expence of the propokd con¬ 
tra# per annum, according to the fixed 
dlablifhment, and exclufive of, all addi¬ 
tional allowances provided for in the faid 
contra#, . 1 

R. A. P* 

Current rupees 8,16.115 : to : 11 

O-Rs. A. P. 

Ditto for five years 40,80,578 6 : 7 


BOARD of INSPECTION. 

* 9th September, 1779. 

Mr. Francis, 

I N addition to the remarks contained in Mr. Wheler’s 
minute and mine of the 31ft of Auguft on the pro- 
pofed bullock contra#, I beg leave to lay the annexed 
papers before the board, and to requeft the attention 
of the members to the calculations contained thefcin, 
before any farther flops are taken in this bufinefs. Cal¬ 
culations of this nature ought to have accompanied tfye 
plan in the firft inllance, that the board might know 
what they were doing, and not be hurried blindly into' 
engagements, extent, confequences, and expence, of 
which they could not poflibly have formed an idea. 

C The 
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Tbeafiffexed papers, number t ahdt, lhew*hefull 
amount of all the draught and carriage bullocks necef- 
fary for the compleat fen^ce of the three entire bri¬ 
gades, fuppofmg them aihn the field * by which it ap¬ 
pears, that the number of bullocks, propofed to be kept 
up for five years, exceeds what the whole army, on a 
compleat war eltabhfhment, would require, by 3769. 
Thele fupernumerary bullocks, therefore, if they are 
maintained, will have nothing to do. There are not 
guns or carriages for them to draw. There is literally 
nothing for them to carry. But before this time, who 
ever heard of keeping up a compleat 'w ellablifhment 
of bullocks, without a&Ual fervice ill an f part of the 
provinces. What are the bullocks to do at the prefidency ? 
What are they to do at the different cantonments ? In 
truth I might with great reafon afk (with the exception 
of a ve f y moderate number) what occafion have we for 
an eftablifhment of bullocks any where ? When they are 
wanted, they may be hired, or prefs*d, as in faft they 
have been hitherto, notwithftanding the contract $ but 
i’ Admitting that fotne UffaWifhment ought to be main- 
> tkificd, ft will difficult to alfign a good reafon why it 
fhould exceed the complement neceflary for the troops 
in the field i fuppofmg a third of the army to be main¬ 
tained on a war etlablifhmenr, the number of draught 
and carnage bullocks, taken together, ought not to ex¬ 
ceed 1,310. 

On this principle, which of itfelf would lead us into 
an exorbitant expence, the propofed contract is to 
maintain 5390' bullocks more than can be wanted, 
which, foi* five years, at the new contraft rates, will be 
found to amount to the enormous fum of current rupees 
33,82,510, abfolutcly given gway out of the Com¬ 
pany's treafury, or fquandcred without any neceffity 
or lervice whatfoever. 


ft *'* • 

t €i y 


No. 

Confains a calculation of the difference of expertes? 
between the propofed eftablifhment, and chat which 
would be neccflary for the whole army in the field, cal-' 
eulated at the new contra# rates. Even on this extra¬ 
vagant principle; the expence would fall fhort of the 
propofed contract by feventeen lacks of current rupees 
in five years. ' 

itfo. IV 

Shews what the expence of a complta eftablifhment 
for the whole army would amount to, if calculated at 
the prefent contra# rates. The difference between this 
and the propofed rates and numbers, amounts in five 
years to no left than current rupees, 30,48,854, or 
very near three hundred and five thoufand pounds fter- 
ling, 

If a majority of’the Board, with fuch glaring fa#s 
before them, can entertain a thought of proceeding far¬ 
ther in the propofed contra#, I cannot hope that they 
will pay the lead regard to any obfervations I can make 
upon it. To acquit myfelf, neverthclefs, of the duty 
I owe to the Company on this important occafion, £ 
think it right to ftate the following general obferva¬ 
tions. My prefent ill ftate of health will not allow am 
to go fo deep into the fubje#. as I fhould do at another 

c 5)e - A /' , 

»■ 

Although no evil is more fcverdy felt, yet there it 
not apparently any lefs attended to than the number of 
followers of the army; they confift of a multitude of 
predatory vagrants, and whatever tends to cncreafe their 
numbers, tends to embarrafs and impede tne fervice. 

Co. frovifioos 



Provifions and forage are not only rendered /on/fantty 
dearer than they need be, but frequent icarcities of both 
are occafioned by this rabble, which thereby bring imo 
imminent danger the fafety and exigence of the troops. 

In this view the number of bullock drivers propofed, 
appears to be highly detrimental to the good of the 
lervice. It would not be credited in .Ejrope, that 12 
bullocks fhould require leven keepers. But this is not 
the extent of the evil 5 fome, at . lead, cf thole feven, 
will carry with them their families. Thole have their 
attendants with bullocks, or tatfc- : . k sf| to carry their 
provilions; and thofe mud have drivers, who alfo muft 
have provifions. 'I hus the number of followers en- 
creafes beyond calcination *, meafures tending to re¬ 
duce their numbers would be ufefitl indeed, and 
delerving of the higheft applaule. But what ftiail 
we fay of fchemes which manifeftly tend to encreafe 
them ? W hat effect can they have, but to encreafe the 
con&fidft )>£ the difficulty of 

procuring forage atfdprovif]on$, to extend arid’weaken 
the line of march, and, in the end, to make our army- 
little better than a convoy for the b 3 ggagc r 

Having not had it in my power to enter into 2 par¬ 
ticular confideradon of the new victualling'contrail, 1 
take this opportunity of declaring, that I entirely con¬ 
cur in\Mr. Wheler’s remarks upon it. I 6nd it is 
termed upon the lame exorbitant principles with the 
bullock contra#, and to be executed by the fame per- 
fons *, that is, a variety of concealed interefts are to be 
provided for, uftder the name of Mr. Crofts. On this 
part of the fubje# 1 mult obferve, that the two con¬ 
tracts ought nor, on any account, to be in the fame 
hands f no one perfon is equal to the conduct of two 
ftich extenfive concerns. 

in 


* Tattoes are fomll hardy horfss. 
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"In the jfecond place, I muft declare* that the prefenC 
contradors, whoever they are, are the moft improper 
perfons that could be chofen for the like truft in future. 
The contrads were never fo ill executed, as by the pit- 
fent contractors. Their bullocks have never been ready, 
or fit for fervice, when called upon; and the provifiont 
iffued to the Europeans, particularly the beef, has been 
fuch as muft have produced a mortality among them, 
if they had eaten-it. 

i 

The comrade* has never given an ounce of mutton 
to the Europeans in- Fort W illiam fince February la 
in confluence pf which, they hav* ufually taken cow¬ 
ries in lieu of the carrion beef, with which be would ' 
have fupplied them. 


On the increafe of the rates in both contrads, dtere 
is one general obiervation to be made, which, I think, 
mult (trike every man converfant in public bufinefs. 


■jx": c, 


thiiVorit raftor ffropcMmk Mi' ^ '**“ 

quantity of the thing demanded, 
his rate, or price, muft be propordonably higher. If 
he fupplies a great deal, he can afford to reduce his 
terms, fince the profit upon the whole compenfates for 
the redudion on the rate of each fpecificacion. In the 
propofed bullock contrad, this umvedal principle is 
manifeftly reverled. The number of bullocks, on the 
pay of which the contradors profit is to arife, is en- 
creafed in nearly the proportion of fevemeen to nine % 
and the period, during which the contrad is to en¬ 
dure, is enlarged from one year to five. One would 
exped from this encreafe of the period, and the num¬ 
ber, that the rates would have been proportionally di- 
minUhed. On the contrary, however, the Com 
pany will find, that the rated pay of each indivi- 

dual 
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dual bullock, lumping the draught and carriage bul¬ 
locks together, is double what it was. 

Upon the whole, the terms, voluntarily contrived 
and given by Government, are fuch, as I prefume, no 
man living would have prefumed to have demanded, 
if the con trad had been advertifed in the manner pre- 
fcnbed by the Company’s moft peremptory and re¬ 
peated oiders. 

(Signed; P. FRANCIS. 


No. I. 

Proportion of Ordinance for one Brigade, confifting of 
One Regiment of Europeans, eleven battalions of 
Seapoys, and a detachment of the Corps of Artillery, 
(hewing the number of draught bullocks necefiary 
for dragging its train, and for that of the whole 
army. 

4 twelve pounder brafs guns, with carriage, ten bul- 


locks to each - — 40 

a 8 fix ditto, with ditto, eight ditto — 224 

4 five and half inch howitzer, fix ditto 24 

29 tumbrils ammunition loaded, ten ditto 290 

x ditto treafure, ten ditto — — 10 

2 carts, artificers, ten ditto — 20 

1 waggon for gin, fixteen ditto — 16 


Spare 
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722 

Allow one fpare to evefy fix bullocks 120 

Complement of draught bullocks for one 7 842 

brigade on lervice 3 j 

Ditto for three brigades — — 2526 

Independant Chittagong battalion — 30 

Battalion of light infantry — 30 

Total draught bullocks neceflary for the field 
ordnance of the whole army, fuppofmg it on 
a&ual fervice — — 258S 


According to the eftablilhment of 1777, the com¬ 
plement of ordnance for a brigade on lervice was %6 
pieces. Since that period, 2 twelve pounders, and 2 
howitzers, have been added, which, with the 6 guns 
of the three battalions of the temporary brigade that are 
to be incorporated into each of the bther brigades, 
makes the prefent proportion 36 pieces. 


• Spare Carriage and Tumbrils. 

i for twelve pounders, eight bullocks 
7 for fix ditto, fix ditto — - 

1 for five 'and half-inch howitzer, fix ditto 
7 for tumbrils, fix ditto — 


fft 


♦ 


No. 2. 

» 

Calculate of carriage bullocks neceflary for carrying the 
mufquet ammunition and military (lores, attached 
to a brigade on lervice, fuppofmg it to be of the 

ftrength 
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ftrength fpecified in No. I. ihewing the npmber ne- 
ceflary for the whole army, fuppofing it to be in 
motion. 

196 Carriage bullocks will carry 329 barrels of muf- 
quet ball ammunition, each barrel containing 
800 pounds, to — — 313,600 

Suppofiog a brigade to confift of 9580 
men, and that 8500 of them are fit 
for fervice, they will carry in their 
pouches, at 24 pounds per man 1,70,000 

» — — ■. ■ 

Total mufqnct cartridges for a brigade 
on fervice — — 4,83,600 

50 Carriage bullocks will carry 160 lb. barrels of 
powder, being the ufual proportion for fervice. 

130 Carriage bullocks, and 20 haccaries, which are 
not provided by the contra&or, it is believed, are 
fufficient for the carriage of the other ftores in the 
magazine (No. 5.) exclufive of the above hacca- 
ries, the captains of battalion and quarter-mailers 
are allowed 18, and the furgeon major 10 hac¬ 
caries. 


63 Spare bullocks in the proportion of one to fix. 

439 Total number of carriage bullocks neceffary to be 
provided by the contractor for one brigade Qn 
fervice. 

S78 Add for two other brigades on fervice. 


»3*7 
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1 

1317 Total carriage bullocks for three brigades. 

14 Allow for the Chittagong independent battalioftt 
14 Allow for the battalion of light infanty. 

1345 Grand total carriage of bullocks. 


f 


No. 3. 

Calculate of the extra expence that would be incurred 
by t ht mirpber of bullocks and drivers., fuppoGng nO 
eyctfs in the rates piopofed. 

4000 Draught \Bullocks at 8. 12. or 923. \S include 
.1345 C arriage 3 ing drivers wages as propofed per month, 
Sicca Rupees 58629. 


6700 

2586 Draught ? Bullocks neeeffary for the 
1345 Carriage* train of the whole army, at 
the above rate per month, 

Sicca rupees 

Monthly difference Sir, Rup. 24227 : 12 

Annual difference — — 290733 : — 

Difference that would be occafioned in 
five years by mere excefs of bullocks, 
at the rates propofed, Sicca Rupees R, A. P. 
14,53,665, or current rupees 16,86,251 : 6 : 5 


R. A. 
U 4 , 4 °t : 4 


P 


i 
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No. 4, 

Comparifon between the expence of the propofed con* 
traft, and the neceffary number of bullocks for the 
whole army at the prefent contra# rates, fuppofing half 
the troops to be without, and the other half within the 
Provinces, and the whole on a#ual fervice. 

Propofed contra# eflablilhment, as before ftated, per 
month Sicca rupees 58629 

Neceffary Eflablifhment. 

1293 Draught bullocks ^ 

without the pro ( 6465 

vinces, at 5 rup. i 
673 Carriage ditto, R. A. 

ditto, at 3 10 2439 10 

7 at 3 7 4444 c* 

*93 J? ral ?g 1 (Bullocks in 

672 Carnage. $ provinces 

at 3 3 2142 


Sonatrupees 1549c 5orSa. 14823 10 
Monthly difference, Sicca rupees 43805 6 
Annual difference 525664 8 

* 

Diff. in 5 yrs. Son. rups. 2628322 8 


or current rupees 


30,48,854 1 7 


Proof of the difference. 

Annual expence of the propofed 
contra^, Sic. Rups. 7*03,548, 
or Cur. Rups. 8,16,115 10 11 
which for 5 }rs is curt, rups 40,80,578 6 7 

' Annual 
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Annual expence of the neceflary 
. eftabhlhment, according to the * 
prefent contract rates, Sicca Ru¬ 
pee, 1,77,883 8, or Current 
Rups. 2,06,344 13 9$. which 
for five years is Current Rups. 10,31,724 5 
Diff. as above, Current Rups. 30,48,854 1 7 


Board oflnfpeffion, September 1779. 

Mr. Wheler . In addition to Mr. Francis’s accounts, 

I beg leave to prefent the accompanying calculate. 
No. 5. in order to demonftrate, that even upon the 
extravagant fuppofition of the necefilty of keeping up 
a conft*nt eftabhlhment of 6700 bullocks, an excels of 
expence will arife,in 5 years from the exorbitant increafe 
of the conftant rates, of no left than Current Rupees 
23,44,191 : 8 : 5. being above two hundred and 
thirty tour thouland pounds fterling; and havings 
eftabhlhed this fa&, which, with what Mr. Francis has 
faid, fufficiently expofes the complexion of this tranf- 
a&ion, and cuts off every poffible plea of jollification. 
I have at prefent only to add, that 1 join Mr. Fiancis 
in reprobating the projected contract, as a meafure 
big with the molt ruinous conlcqutnces to the Com¬ 
pany. 

'Signed) E. W» 

Calculate of furplus expence that would arife from the 
increafe of rates, fuppofing the whole number of 
Draught aqd Carriage Bullocks fpccified in thepr*- 
pofed contract to be neccffary, and one half of that 
number to be without, and the other half within 
the Provinces. 


D 2 


4000, 
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4.000 Draught 1 Bullocks, being the Sic, Rups/ 

2700 Carriage r propofed contract 
* eftablifliment, as 

fpecified in No. 3, 58629 : —• 

2000 Draught Bullocks out 
of the provinces, at 
the prefent contract 
rate, 5 Sonat Rupees 
each, Sonr. Rups. 1000 

2000 Ditto within the pro¬ 
vinces, at rhe pre¬ 
fent contrad rate, 

R. A. 

at 3 : 7 each — 6873 


4000 Total draught bul¬ 
locks propofed per 
month, at the pie- 
fent con trad rates, 

Sonat Rupees 16,875 

1350 Carriage bullocks, 
without the pro¬ 
vinces, at the pre¬ 
fent contrad rate, at 
R. A. R. A. 

3:10 each, 4893:12 

I350 Ditto within the pro¬ 
vinces, at the pre¬ 
fent contrad rate, at 
R. A. 

3 : 3 each, 4303 : 2 


2700 
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2700 Total carriage bul¬ 
locks, propofed 
at * the prefent 
contract rate, per 
month 9196 : 14 


To monthly expence 
of the propofed 
contract eftablifli- 
ment of c 3 raughc& 
carriage bullocks, 
at the prefent con- 

trad rates,* Snt. R. 26,071: 14> or 24,948 *.1:4 


Monthly difference between the 
propofed and prefent contrad 
rates - Sic. Rups, 33,680 : 14 : 7 •??< 

Ycurly difference Sic. Rups. 4,04,170 : 15 : 2 4 -rt 

n! extraordinary expencc that 
v**uld beoccafioned in 5 years, 
z \) the mere increale of rates, 
vppofing no excels in the mini- 
uc r :'if bullocks piopofed. Sicca 
K 20,* ),8 ' ■ : 2 ; 2, or 

• v* cm Rupee- . 23,44,191 : 8 : 5 


M nutes on the Army Victualling Contrad. 

ad the following letter from the Executor of the 
late Army Contrador. 

t 


Inlpedion 
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Infpeftion Board, 19th Auguft, 1779* 


Honoured Sir, and Sirs, 

I HAVE been honoured through your fecretary 
with your Prefer of certain alterations in the arm bullock 
contrail-, I voluntarily accept them, and having, wich a 
view to the liquidation of my brother’s edare, Trans¬ 
ferred its concern in this, as well as the victualling 
contract, to Mr. Charles Croftc-s, .who was before a 
parmr in them, I humbly requdt the new contracts 
may b'>rh be made out in his name, and further hope, 
that as ihefc two conn ads have always been kq t in 
the lame hands, that they will t *W‘ be both ”ranted 
for the fame term. 


Fort William, 16th I an\ See. 

Augutf, 1779. (Signed) RICH. JOHNSON. 


Agreed that the new contract for fnpplying the 
draught and carriage cattle*, and viflunliing the troops 
of this ctlablifhment, be drawn in the name of Mr. 
Charles Croftes, and that the latter contract be ex¬ 
tended for the fame term as the former. 


Mr. Francis. I objeft to it, and protelt againfl it. 

Mr. Wheler . I have already given my opinion 
againfl: the recital of either of theie contracts for a term 
not exceeding one year, and fhall not fign them ; ne¬ 
vertheless, fo far as relates to the inferring of one name 
inllead of the other, I acquiefce, believing the parry 
to have had a (hare in the former contra&. 

The Secretary lays before the Board, the following 
letter from the Executor to the late Army Con¬ 
tractor. 


Sir. 



( *3 ) 


Sir, 

I HAVE received your letter of this date, and ac¬ 
cept the terms it contains. 

The contract allows io Son,it Rupees full batra, and 
r } rupees for half batta, for beef per month, or 5 Anas, 
. Pice each man per day, full batta, and 2 Anas 8 
'ire, per each man -per day half batta, for the period 

■ mu MH't'on is required, 1 agree to deliver it for 7 
vna ■ ■'> Pi,esdi man per day half b.uta, for the 

/r'ird tr. ■ motion is required, 1 agree ro deliver it for 
; . h Pici*. e4'h man per day, foil b.uta, and 3 
Air-’. > Tic-.’ uu'li man per day, half batta. 

.ii:' ;e I am, &c. 

>, (Signed ) R, JOHNSON, 

1 Roaid ;;;' r ee to allow the difference required for 
r ac-vu r '\ the contrail, but in the new cor,trad 
■ on'v .slow flic difference of one Ana and one 
\ m n full batta, and proportionally for half 

■ . b; the c 11 [tom of the fcrvice, though not fpe- 
.«} -’"■?-?)(* prelent contract, beef and mutton ought 

, :»f b.di ibuicd to the foldiers in equal quantities. 

Mr. Francis 1 cannot agree in this refutation, 
'.)ccaufc 1 am no judge of the prices of provifions, 
or whether the terms propofed are rea Ion able or 
not j the way to afcertain the cheapeft terms on which 
government can be ferved, is by advertifing publickly 
for propofals. 

Mr. PPbeler .—I can form no judgment of the pro¬ 
priety the prefent requeft, for want of the proper 
calculations, which Ihould accompany a propofai ot 
this fort from the contractor, and thofe from the re ¬ 
gular department of government necefiary to contract 



with them. I beg to be favoured with jt'he amount 
what one Ana one Picc. per man, per day, intended 
to be given in the new contraft amounts ip by the 
year. I l;kewi(e with to have it afcertained, at the 
fame time, what proportion mutton, for the fix months 
mentioned in the contractor's letter, bears to beef in 
the fix following months, and whether the quantity of 
each is to be delivered out equally ; that is, whether 
during the fix months that mutton is delivered, the 
garrifon is to receive the fame number of pounds weight 
in tdutton, as in beef the fix following months. 

' y i * ' • 

'Corner General—l have no obje’Ction to the latter 
part of the queltion remaining for confideration, but 
for the fhort remainder of the prefent contraCt, I pro- 
pofe that the difference he requires be allowed. 


Letter from the late Army Contractor's executor, 

to Mr. Baugh, 


’ Slr > 

I have received the honor of your letter of the 19th 
inftant. , 

Having confidered the difference that will be oc- 
cafioned, by (applying mutton inflead of beef, I find 
it to be one Ana fix Pice, fonat, per man per day. For 
the delivery of beef at the presidency, 1 now receive 
five Anas and four Pice. In lieu therefore of the al¬ 
teration you propofe, upon my claim for the delivery 
of mutton, I beg leave to offer as a medium for the 
whole term of the new contract, that the contra&or 
..dfliver at the prefidency, mutton for the fix hot months, 
(April to September inelufivc) and during the remain¬ 
ing fix months, mutton and beef every other day al¬ 
ternately i for which he ihall be permitted to draw, fix 

Ana* 
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♦ 

Anas and 10 Pice, fonat per day,* throughout the 
whole year. This propofal only to vary under the re¬ 
gulation of full ana half Batta, which ever the troops 
at the prefidency may be entitled to receive. 

I have, &c* 

(Signed) R. JOHNSON, 

Executor to the late Contractor. 


Governor General —The offer ipade by the contractor, 
approaches very nearly to the refolution of the board, 
the propoficion^ being fince confiderably varied by my 
fuggeftion to the contractor, as it appears to me ne- 
ceffary that the allowance of beef and mutton to the 
foldicrs in the winter months, ought to be in equal 
quantities. I underftand the price of mutton in Cal¬ 
cutta to be juft double the price of beef, and the rate 
now propofed will be found on examination, to make 
up the exaCt difference between the provifion of beef 
alone at the former rate, and of beef and mutton in 
the proportion of three-fourths of the latter, and one- 
fourth of the former at the common rate propofed. 

I therefore agree to ir. 

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS* 

Mr. IVbckr ,—Almoft every argument ufed in Mr. 
Francis and my minute of the 31ft of Auguft, on the 
bullock contract, applies with equal force to the prefent, 
propofal for victualling the troops. The Court of Di¬ 
rectors in the 134th paragraph of their general letter by 

the Mansfield, dated the 23d of March ±770, fay, 

♦ 

M It is our exprefs order, and we hereby pofitively 
direCt) that you do not fail every year to advertife for, 
and reeeeive fuch propofals as may be offered, for fup- 
plying the troops with provifions *, and for fu^nilhing 
draught and carriage bullocks, to bti employed with 

E our 
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* P P 

our army, and that you do in all cafes accept thofe 
propofah, which may appear the moft reafonable in 
point of change •, and your are alio to take care in artl 
your advernlements, a fufficient time be allowed beforb 
the expiration of the contrad, which may then fqbfift, 
or the time which you may limit for receiving pro¬ 
pofols ior fuch contrad.” 

ITnh Is fuch advmifements are made, and a fair 
cornet tirirn allowed, I do not fee how the board cm 
judge whether the contrador’s propo&b ire reaJon Me 
or not. It cann A be exneaed that # ti e tnemoi *-s oi 
this board ran he compt-enr judges of the ecuj umuw* 
prices, between beef and mutton in all pun d this 
counrry, within and without the prouncc , vlv.re 
troops may ferve, or at what rates the contr.ut»- may 
be able to procure them, allowing for t’» c ai.krtnce, 
between wholefale and retail purchalcrs. 

Such a queflion is more fit to be deed'd hv j in. 
icfiional men, than by members of this coi.ncd, it leir 
ro make their offers, according to the ord.is oi the 
Court of Diredors. Some of them would without 
doubt bring the moft reafonable propofols before the 
board, of winch the nature of the fervice was capable, 
and ir would then belong to the board to judge which 
oiler was moft advantageous. 

I muft however obferve, that the contrador ftates 
the differcnce*thar‘will anfe by fupplying mutton in* 
ilead of beef, to be on#, ana fix pice fonat per man per 
day, and in confluence of engaging to deliver mutton 
for the fix hot months, and mutton and beef alternately 
for the remainder of the year he, in oppofition to his 
own principles, requires to be paid the difference be¬ 
tween the two articles, throughout the whole year. 



I do not believe the price of mutton will exceed that 
of beef, fuppofing the qualiry ro be equal, and each 
coniumetfin its proper feafon, but granting that the 
former Humid exceed die latter, even to the extent 
dated by the contractor j under what pretence does he 
claim the addition of one ana and fix pice per man 
‘per day, for the whole year, where he contracts only 
to change or vary the diet for three quarters of a year. 

In other refpeCts, I mult confider myfelf as •-Jeft en¬ 
tirely without the necefiary information on this J^bj|eCt, 
and can therefore only lay bef 're the Council, (or the 
information of /he Court of Directors, an effitbate, 
flawing the difference and excefs of expence, b^t#een 
the la e ccutraCfc and the prefent propofal, tor victual* 
Imp the European foldiers Rationed at the Prefidency, 
t iffuher with the further excefs, provided the contract 
hr ixMtd.d to the fupply of the whole European efta* 
i 1 1, 'tii'i.t, both within and without the provinces, 
<i, f \ h will be confiderably increafed when the eftablilh- 
mtr.t is c»mpleated, according to the propofals of the 
i oinmanuer in Chief. 

] have already objected to the term, and I now ob- 

to the conditions of this contrast. 

1 * 

Comparative view of the cxpence of victualling the 
European foldiers, ftationed at the Prefidency, be¬ 
twixt the prefent and the propofed contract. * 

Prefent Contract. St. R. A. P. 
Each man for ia months, at $ rupees 6000 

d 

Propofed Contract* 

Each man for 365 days at 3 annas 5 pices * 

per day ~~ 77 S - 

* 

E 2 Difference 
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Difference being an yearly excels on 
the prefent contract for each mani 
itytioned at the Prefidency — J 7 1 5 

77 x 5 1 77 *5 i 


The medium number of Europeans returned at 
the Prefidency for the laft three months, including 
thofe attached to the third brigade, to the company 
of Artillery brigade at the Prefidency, and at Budge- 
Budge 5 the Invalid body-guard, and the European 
women and children, is 1645, cjt, at *7 rupees 
15 anas z pice, makes the yearly excefs, on the pre- 
fent contract for victualling the Europeans attached 
to the Prefidency, Sonat rupees 29515 12 1 

750 Europeans returned upon the me¬ 
dium of three months, with the fe- 
cond brigade at Bur ram pore, (but 
no women or children are included 
as they are not returned) on half 
batta. 

81 Europeans at Chunar and Baxar on 
ditto. 

834 Men at 17 rupees 15 anas 1 pice, the 
yearly excefs for vi&ualling one man, 

Sonat rupees — — 14964 3 6 

197 Men returned on an average of three 
months, with the temporary brigade 

on full batta, 

* 

871 Men returned on an average of three 
months, with the firlt brigade on full 
batta 


1068 Men 



io68 Men at 35 rupees 14 anas 2 pices, 
th'e yearly exception bn the prefcnt 
contract for vi&uallingone man, 
when on full batta — ' 38325*0 


Total excels on the prefent contract for 
vi&ualling the Europeans of the army, jf 
the propofed contract be extended to the 
whole European eftabliftiment, Sonat ru¬ 
pees, per annum - —t 8*805* § 7 

Mr. BarwelJ and Sir Eyre Coote fubfcribc to' the opi¬ 
nion of the Governor General. ’ 

■n 

Refolved, That the propofals of the executor of the 
late army contro&or, viz. to fupply mutton inftead of 
beef, for the ptovifion of the troops i'erving at the 
Prefidency, from April to September inciufive} and 
during the remaining fix months, mutton and beef 
every other day, alternately, for which he ftiall be al¬ 
lowed fix anas ten pice fonac per man per day, through¬ 
out the whole year, only to vary under the regulation 
of full and half batta, which ever the troops 'at the 
Prefidency may be entitled to receive—be agreed to. 


Minutes on the contract for vi&ualiing Fort William* 

' ' ' h i 

Extract proceedings Military Department 9th Auguft f 

■ ;/ • / * 779 - 

Extraft minute by the Commander in Chief on the* 
general eftablilbment and regulations of the army, 
under the Prefidency of Fort William* dated 71b 

* 779 * ' V. V ; . 
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Sfr Eyrt Code. 

I approve of the department of provifions and regu* 
lations refpe&ing its being kept up. 

Governor General. 

Having received frequent remonftrances from the 
agent for this depofit concerning the heavy lofles and 
inconvenience^, to which he is lubjecled by the prefcnt 
indefinite term of his agency, which obliges him to 
purchafe the different articles of the ftoies at the current 
prices of the markets, and in fuch quantities as are fpe- 
cified in the prefcribed lids, which, in times of fcarcity, 
can neither be procured of equal qualities, as in lea Tons 
of plenty, nor without an increafe in i •* price, fame- 
times even greatly exceeding the rates prefcribed in the 
table formed by the board. S ?be Governor General re* 
commends that the agency he converted into a contrast, and 
he fixed for the term offive years. —The Governor Gene¬ 
ral defircs his motion to be inferred tn this place, but to 
prevent any delay in palling the refolutions r *qtiired, by 
the fubjeeh exprefsly fubmitted to the board by the 
Commander in Chief, he defires that the opinion of the 
Boa.d may be received upon it in circulation. 

4 

15 th Auguft. 

Sir Eyre Cook, 

I entirely concur in the motion of the Governor- 
General, as I am clear that a contractor cm aft cheaper , 
md of cowfe perform the fervtce better , by having his con - 
trail for a ferics of years than for one only ; when his profit 
mu/l be tmmenje even to bear him harmlefs and much more to 
feme him a profit , and this is letter known than 7 do, by 

members of Mils board , to be the general prd&icc of Europe . 

% 

Jlownrr, hadlnotthefe fundamental principles to induce 
me to Juppnrt ike Governor General’s motion , 1 Jliould fill 
mo/l hear:ily join in it from the long knowledge I have of 
* the 
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ike merits of Mr* BtUi 4 tofafe abilities, honour, and integrity 
I know to be equal to any charge that Gmmmeut can confer 
upon hm t *t ind which I am confident be will execute with 
as much advantage to his employe! s, as credit to himfelf, 
and thofe who place him in it. 

^Signed) E, COO TE. 


Mr . Wkckr, 

As I have upon a very recent occafion afiigned my 
reafons for preferring annual oontnGts to engagements 
of a longer peijod, and as I have hkewife endeavoured 
.to prove that no other can be entered mto without fub- 
jecting on he One hand, the contractor to an unreafon* 
able degree of rifque, or the Company, on the other, 
to an improvident bargain, it remains Only for me to 
add, that m my opinion, if pains Were taken to feled 
from among the variety of contra&s that already have, 
or probably very foon Will, become the fubjeft of pub¬ 
lic difeufiion, it might prove difficult to take from the 
mat, one where the fitftefs of an annual contract in pre¬ 
ference to a longer penod w%$ more ftnkmg, and where 
the arguments in favour of a contraiy opinion, can with 
kfs effed or rcafon he applied. 

The advantage and utility of annual contra£b, are fo 
well known in England, that 1 do not recoiled; a fingle 
mitaijce among the Company’s engagements, whether 
for military or naval ftores, for provifiom, or for any 
aitide cither for export or home confumption, where 
the contra&s or engagements have not expired within 
the year; and although 1 feemcalled upon by the Com# * 
mandfr in Chilf to evince the conttary pradice, I muft 
here declare, that thofe which 1 had the honour to be 

engaged in with government, were for no longer a period. 

* 

I may hkewife further add, that the public received 
no fmall advantage from the fhoit duration of thofe con¬ 
tracts, 
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trads, yet fuflkient encouragement was given to the 
contractors. 

4 

If then the fundamental principles'Of contrads are 
as I have ftated them in favptjir of annual ones, or if 
the pircaution in neceflary, and generally adopted, in a 
^country whc.e the value of each article can be afeer- 
tained with io much facility and eafe, and where either 
a rife or fall of the markets rarely exceeds five per cent, 
how much more expedient muff a fimikr regulation 
piovc in Bengal, where there is freque’ fly a fluctuation 
oi Unity per cent. . ' 

► * 

To prove tin* utility of entering into eng igements for 
fo long a peuod as hse jcais, it is necJfary, in my 
opinion, to Hate very different arguments from thole 
made ufe of in the Governor General’s minute, viz. It 
ought to be clearly afcertaioed that the at tides to be con- 
tingled for, aic iubjed to little or no fluduation, and 
that they will certainly be piocuied at or about the fame 
pi ire, which regulates thelnaikcts at the (omm< neement 
oi the contrad ; without fonc luch rule the contrad- 
mg parties will become equally expofed to the ill coh- 
lequcures of long engagements, whirh fhoi ter ones aie 
better calculated to lelicvc, if not entirely exempt them 
fiom. 

Tn addition to the above arguments it may be ne¬ 
ed! uy to ofcletve that a depoht of provifions in Fort 
V/iiliam can only bs required in the cafe of a war, 
or the apprehenfion of a war, and that many circum- 
fiances may happen which might render it quite un¬ 
it eci fiery and Jeavc the con trad if extended to the 
time propofol, an ufeiefs but den and expence on the 
Com pany. 


For 
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For thefe reafons l am againft entering into any con-* 
tra& for a* term exceeding one year. 

(Signed) E. WHELER. v 


Mr. Francis. 

EVERY objection urged againft difpoftng of the 
bullock contra# for five years in the manner pro- 
pofed, in my opinion lies with greater force againft 
the propofition. Borh of them ftand in dire# contra¬ 
diction to the 36th article of the Company’s inftru&ions 
to rhe board, iti which it is ordered, “ that all con- 
tra-fls with the conditions, be publicly advertifed, and 
fealed propofals received for the fame.” 

The bufinefs of ftipplying the fort with ftores, has 
hitherto been peiformed by agency, and this mode 
was exprefsly cholen by the Governo*#General himfelf, 
becaufe u an adveriifemcnt for a contra ft for fucb fores 
would be improper. It would be to tell the world what 
provijion was made for the defence of the garrifin 

The Governor General now reprefents, that “ he has 
received frequent wnmjlranees from the agent of this depart - 
mmt, concerning the heavy Ioffes and inconveniencies to which 
he is fubjecled. by the prefent indefinite term of his agency f 
and on this ground recommends, “ that it be converted 
into a ccntratt, and be fixed for the, term offve years.’*. 

It is natural enough that the agent, after enjoying the 
moft profitable employment, that I believe ever exifted 
under this go^rnment, fince January 1777, without 
any public complaint of thofe heavy lofles, and incon- 
veniencies, againft which he now remonftrates, flbould 
wifh to have it fecured to him for five years longer.— 
It is alfo very natural, that at the approaching expiration 

F of 
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of the government, lie fnould feel fome apprehcnfion 
for the fate of his agency under a new one, and that he 
jfhould ufe his intereft with a majoiity of the board ; if 
poffible to put it out of their fucccflbrs power to reduce 
his immoderate profits, or to make any new arrangement 
for the public fervice, in this impoitmt department.— 
But when he affirms that he has fuffered heavy lofies 
and inconveniencies, by the indefinite term of his agency, 
fo extraordinary a propolition ought to have been ac¬ 
companied with fomething like & proof. ’ Nothing lefs 
than its being brought before us by the principal member 
of the board, could induce me to give it a ferious conli- 
deration. •* 

In oppofition to it, I (hall ftate fome fads, which I 
believe will for the matter in a clear light. 

1 ft. The amount of the provifions fupplied by the 
.'lgvnt find* the commencement of his agency, is current 
rupees 370,252 prime cod, as per account annexed.— 
1 his liim is advanced to him by government, as fall as 
his l'npplies are purchafed, conJequenily he has not 
been fubjofcl to any dillrefs or difficulty toraife money. 

He lores nothing: on the head of intereft, and if he is 
not ven carelefs, or unfkilful in his management, he 
ought to have been a confiderable gainer on the original 
puichafe of the feveral articles, independent of the pro¬ 
fits he may make, by die oceafjonai convcrfton of the 
Jtorcs at favourable opportunit.es. He has the favour 
and protection of government, to fupport him in his 
purchases; which, in this country, is no ftnall advan¬ 
tage. He buys great quantities at atime^t whatfeafou 
he pirates, and is paid at the average rate -fixed, by the 
bazar price of final] quantities, that is, he buys in grofs, 
and in effed fells in retail, and laftly, he trades with a 
flock purchafed for him, with the public money. 
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?d. ToYecure thereof* hoover, agamii all polIibJ^ 
Ioffes, to enable him to keyp a conffunt flock, and t<> 
reward him for his trouble, it was originally agreed to 
take the oiinion of three of the mod reputable merchants *■ 
in Calcutta, what might be a reafonable • commiflion 
on the value *.f the iupplies, to antwer all the above 
pur poles; and iVieff. Kobinfon, Killicun, and Croftes, 
who were confulted on the occafion, reporter}, that 
twenty per cent, per annum, would be a reafonable 
commiffion. It was refolded neverthelefs by the Co* 
vernor-gencral and Mr. Harwell, againft General Cla¬ 
vering's opinion anil mine, that thirty per cent, per an¬ 
num, ftiould be allowed. ' ‘ 

3d. The commiflion already drawn by the agent, on ■ 
a (apply of current rupees, 370,252 amounts to current 
rupees 220,912, that is lincc the tothof March 1777. 
His annual commiflion on the above fum, amounts ta . 
current rupees 111,075, yet he complains that he fuffers 
heavy Ioffes and inconveniencies, by the. indefinite term of 
his agency. 

Nothing more I imagine need be Paid, to demon- 
(Irate the unreafonablencfs and inexpediency of any. mea- 
fare tending to Continue the agency on its prefent foot¬ 
ing. But independent of all other objections, I object 
to the propofed conlra&, as to an aSt exceeding the limits 
of our lawful authority. 

If it be in the power of a majority of this board, at 
the moment of their own diffolutiou, to bind their fuc« 
ceffors by engagements for any term they think proper*, 
and rodifable them from coircCling any exiflipg abulfy; 
it will be in vain for the Company or Parljarr^rit tp 
change the adminiftrarion of the Company's affairs in the, 
country, and to veil it in other hands. That' queftion 
however, if I continue in the government, fhaJI be tried 

F 2 ' in 
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in behalf of the Company; and if it be in my power, 
the exorbitant profits of this agency, in whatever ihape 
it may be continued, (hall be reduced. In the mean 
time, I proteft againft the propofition, and will not fign 
the contract. 

(Signed) P. FRANCIS. 


Mr. Barwcll, 

I have read with attention, the difient and proteft 
of Mr. Francis to the meafure for continuing the fupjily 
of vi&ualling (lores with Mr. Belli, the ' rcfent agent, who. 
furnilhes thefc (lores. 

The principles on which this diflfent is grounded, might 
require examination, if the warmth with which it is made, 
and the intimation given in the concluding words of it, 
Would allow any one who reads it, '. * doubt the influ¬ 
ence under which it is written. ' * 

That fpecies of difpofition, which is eftablijhed and 
maintained by the operation of an unremitted dependence 
on the will of rulers, is, of all others, moft pernicious to 
a community, becaufe every member of a community fo 
circumftanced, muft, when it fyftematically prevails, either 
prderve his ftation by fertile compliances, or ri(k it by 
venturing to aft on principles of freedom. In fhort, un¬ 
remitted dependence for pecuniary benefits, is a conftant 
bribe given to an individual, by the rules of every (late, 
who annex it as a condition to the benefit they confer. 
I cannot therefore acquiefce in the reafoning I have heard 
advanced by the members in oppofition, nor fubferibe 
to their opinion, which would make the prefent agent, 
who furnijhcs and keeps up tbe depofit of proviftons for 
Fort William, hold his office during pteafure.' 

The objections which are made to the commiffion of 

; fifteen 
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fifteen per cent, for furniihing the ftores, and to the : 
fifteen per cent, allowed to indemnify the agent for re¬ 
placing the decayed and damaged ftores, and for renew¬ 
ing the whole depofit every year, are indeed ingcnioufly. 
Hated, and the inventive powers appear racked to the 
utmoft to make this commiffion, and this allowance,, 
amounting in the whole to thirty per cent, fkrike the fu- 
perficial reader ?s an exorbitant premium; but I will ad- ' 
venture to affirm on myown knowledge, offtreperilhable 
nature of the ftores fupplied and kept ap, that it b 'ptfol 
poffible for the agent to derive much or any benefit, if he * 
does not fuller* a lofs, which I really think he mull from 
this part of his‘engagement. Where is the garrifon in 
which a depolit of provifions is kept at the public charge, 
that does not condemn more than fifteen per cent, of 
fuch ftores in the courfe of one year; over and above the 
heavy iofs a riling to the public, by the yearly renovation 
of the depofit ? I believe the depot of the ganifon of 
Gibraltar is not, nor can be maintained by the Englifh 
government at lo frnall an expence, while the fupplies aic 
contracted for, and the lofs on condemned ftores borne 
by the nation, as well as of thofe which, 'though not 
condemned, are fold off at the end of every year as being 
of a pcrifhable nature, and though fit for immediate 
uie, are not in a ftate of prefervation, or capable of it, 
for the courfe ofanother feafon. And if this is the cafe, 
and it certainly is the cafe, fifteen per cent, for . the reno¬ 
vation of the depofit of provifions for Tort William, and 
the lofs arifmgfrom condemned ftores, is a very mode¬ 
rate premium, much more moderate, I affirm, than the 
expence would be to our government, was a contract 
entered into for an annual fupply, and the old ftores in 
prefervation and thofe condemned, fold at the end of 
every year for Government. Why it fhould be advanced 
as an argument againft the mode propofed for keeping 
Up a depofit in high and perfect prcfefvation, that the 
agent pofiibly may do it without lofs to himfelf, I cannot 

‘ comprehend 
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comprehend, unlefs it means to affirm, by implication* 
that Government can keep up fuch a depofit with equal 
facility, and without lofs, or little lots. If this is the 
pofition laboured to be eftabliihed, I deny it, and the 
experience of every man mull contradict it. 


In what office of our Government, or in any Govcrn- 
' ment, are (tores of a perilhable nature kept uo without 

tbat'Ss^^^ niy obfervation, and I 

^Can upon the other members for information if any office 
has, under theirs. 

In all the offices of fup ply under our Government, ad¬ 
vances are made on the applicati m of our officers, and a 
com million <;f fiftvn ; er cent, allowed on the laies fixed 
by Government on the articles lo be (applied. On many 
articles this commi'tion is reduced to nothing; as their 
real price far exceeds the rales—while on others it. is en¬ 
hanced by being below the rates. 1 dare affirm :iie agent 
for keeping Up the depofit of provifion (or, Kust Wdh.iin, 
would efieem himlell very happy to draw hist omimdion 
dear for the fupplics, and dilcngage himl'elf from the 
further allowance of fifteen per ceat. with the condition 
annexed to it, of renewing and keeping up the depofit. 
But as I am convinced it is not (or the uttered ot Go¬ 
vernment to remit this condition, and contrail at fifteen 
per cent, fimply for an annual fupply, I can never ac* 
quiefee to make his office a mere office of fupply, and 
fubjefit the Company to tire burthenfeme lofs of renewing 
yearly fuch perilhable (tores; the perplexed and intri¬ 
cate manner in which the account annexed to Mr. 
Jfrancis’s minute is drawn, obliges me to oppofe to it a 
nnore fimple and comprebeniive one, (hewing the 
periods; the amount of the fupplies, and the commiffion, 
®0 the ift of May, 1779, from the ill of May, 1777, 
in which period the firft purchafe of 150,2311. 8a. 3p. 

malt 
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mull have been renewed twice at the expcnce of the 
agent, and the fubfequcnt ones to the thirtieth of April 
once. 

I will not propofe that the commiflion drawn of fifteen 
per cent, in the courfe of the fame period fhould (land 
oppofed-—I am convinced none of the other offices of 
Jupply are folow, or in which the Cervices of the agents 
have a meaner reward. 

I agree to the propofitlon tdf'keeping tip.a depoht at 
provisions for tl\e garrifonof Fort William, on the terms 
of the exifiing agency on a contract for five years. 


The Governor General defires the following Minute 

may be recorded on the proceedings in reply to Mr., 

Francis’s of the 17 th of Auguft : 

Mr. Barwell has already fo fully anfwered every ob- 
jcclion urged by Mr. Fiancis, againft the propriety-of 
continuing to Mr. Kelli, the agency for fupplying the 
garrifon of Fort William in provifions for five years, 
that any further remarks from me appear to be un- 
neccffary, but when I confider Mr. Belli’s fituation in 
my family, and the acrimony of (tile dilplayed in Mr* 
Francis’s proteft, as well as the fevetal infinuations 
contained in it* I cannot help deeming the violent 
oppofuion be has made to mv motion, as pcrfonal; 
and viewing it in this light, I (hall trouble the board 
with a few remarks upon the fubjeft, after having 
thankfully acknowledged. how much I think nVyfclf 
obliged to Mr. Barwell (whatever were his motives) 
both for the readinefs and ability with which he has 
refuted the arguments offered by Mr. Francis againfl: 
this meafure. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Francis begins by obferving, that this -contra# 
is in dired oppofition to the Company’s orders, and 
that the bufinefs has hitherto been performed by 
agency, &c. 

1 To furnifh a depofit of provifions for the garrifon 
of Fore William, is not bufinefs for proclamation, nor 
to be difpofed of to the lowed bidder, for the reafons 
which 1 before ufed, and which Mr. Francis, I know 
not why, has quoted againd it. 

S' t 

An agency wuh a fixed rate, and a fixed commiflion, 
is to all intents and porpofes a com d. All that l 
have now propofed is. to fix the term, and to bind the 
(Contrad by penalties. 

I can by no means agree with Mr. Francis, that the 
agent viduallet enjoys the mod profitable employment 
that ever exided in this government. 

Mr. Livius has an agency with 15 per cent . emtniflion 
m articles rated by former charges of commijfaries , of 
courfe greatly above the real cofi. Mr. Livius is pro - 
feffedly patronized by Mr. Francis , who paffes his bills .— 
Nine or ten lacks thus paid to him , are yet unaccounted 
for, 

« 

In an anfwer to Mr. Francis’s infinuation, that it 
is natural enough for the agent to wifh to fecure him- 
fclf, before the expiration of the prefent govern¬ 
ment, I avow the fall as to myfelf^ as well as to the 
agent* 

v. When 1 fee a fydematic oppofirion to every meafure 
Pjpropofcd by me for the fervice of the public, by 
• which an individual may eventually benefir, I cannot 
hefitate a moment to declare it to be my firm belief, 

that 
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that fliould the government of this country be placed 
in the frauds of the prefent minority, they would Teek 
the ruin of every man conne&ed with me. It u 
therefore only an aft of common jttfiice in me, to zeifh tt 
fecure them, as far as I legally can, from the appreUnfm 
of future oppteffion . 

Mr. Francis has. grofsly mif-ftated my minute, wher 
he fays, I affirm the cpntraQor has Mained heavy 
Ioffes, by the l^py. tftu 

forry to add this to the thin? mftaft®fWpon retoret, 
during the courfe of our debates, of the inaccuracy oi 
Mr. Francis’s quotations, and his fubfequent reafonings 
in confequencc. 

I faid he was “ fuhjefted to many heavy Ioffes, am 
fome he has aftually fuftained in the purchafe of articles an 
20 per cent, above the table of rates on the capital 
article of grain, he has indeed been a gainer, his pur* 
fchafes having been luckily made at a time of plenty, 
and his fales, with the public apprehenfion of a fcarcity. 
His fuccefs in this inftance has alarmed him for the 
future, and with reafon. 

Suppofe the reverfe had happened, with his inde¬ 
finite agency, which may expire to-morrow, he can 
only venture to purchafe what is immediately wanted, 
and that he is obliged to provide. He cannot venture 
to invert a large capital in diftant commiffions. Of 
courfe his purchafes, by being made at hand, are from 
the deareft, as well as the neareft markets. He may 
buy his rice at 20 feers for the rupee; he may be un¬ 
der the neccffity of felling it at 40, and this one article 
proves his ruin. 

With what propriety can the profits of this agency 
be {Filed immoderate ? 

G The 
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The rates were fixed by accurate and aSuit.fates of 
themaiket, and the agent was allowed the cuftomary 
commiffion of 15 per cent, on the purchafes, he was 
obliged to change the ftores, and allowed fbr damages 
(which in many would be the lofs of the whole, and in 
all of fomctlung) 15 pet cent, on,the prime coft, fo 
fold. This Mr. Franks calls 30 per cent, and rates it 
as a dear profit.—Befidps this drawback, the agent, as 
-.will appear from an infpeftion of his books, if called 
/for, has fi equeotty been Obliged to £urchafe Itores at a 
*price far exceeding the allowances made to him by 
the Company. > v 

i< 'i 

In the purchafe of 

Ghee, he loft 
Moong 
Turmerick 
Oil — 

Salt beef 

He is likewife liable to Ioffes in the tranfportation 
of goods to Calcutta, and by an adventure from Pur- 
nea lad fealon, fuftained a lofs of 10,000 rupees. 

\ , 

Mr. Francis, (fating the fum of current rupees 
2,29,912, as a clear gain to the agent, makes no de¬ 
duction for the Ioffes I have fpecified, nor has he con- 
fidered the decay, wattage, fervants wages, coolcy 
. hire, and other unavoidable expences, attending the 
/agenc&for near three years; but in order to fwelf this 
fum tfFmuch as poffible, he has included m it, about 
' 70,000 rupees, as received by the agent, though the 
*ifk tor which it was paid to him will ubt expire 'till 
.■ May, 1780. 

. Mr, Francis once thought differently of my plan: 

the 


20 per cent. 
25 ditto 
vf\ ditto 
‘52 ditto 
33 diKo 
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the words of his minute delivered on the 4th Novem¬ 
ber, 1776, when it was firft wad at the Board* were, 
ct If the fervice be neccjfary m any degree, it is a fervice 
of the firft neceffity r a#d Jkoutrf not be fttntedfor the fake of 
.any inconftderahlefiling, which in the event perhaps tmgk 
only be apparent** * 

I am firmly of opinion* aftd am happy to be con¬ 
firmed in it by the fentimentr of the commander in 
chief, that the fervice mult continue of the firft 
neceility, while wt continue iu pofTeffion of Fort 
William. 

V 

I alfo molt heartily concur with the commander in' 
chief in op»nion, that the Boaul could not confer a 
contract of this Importance on a gentleman of more 
honor and integrity than Mr. Belli, or who could 
more confcicntioufly diitbarge the duties of it. 

In reply to Mr* Francis's obfervation, that Mr. BelU 
enjoys the favor and protection of government, I do molt 
foiemnly declare that lie haai never applied to me for 
the moll tufting interference or fupporc m his agency. 

I have one remark to make on the lubjed of this 
agency fincc Mr. Francis has thought proper to make 
fo pointed an attack upon it. He mutt, renumber how 
ftrenuofiy it was oppofol by ihe late General Clavcr- 
ing in its frvcral (tages. His ffrotelts and remarks 
were tranfmitced to the Coui t of Directors, and were 
received at a time when our proceedings were rigidly 
icrutmized, and when every meafurc prupofed by me 
which could be deemed, in the fmalleft degree obje&i* 
onabie, underwent the feverett commenr. 

My plan for fupplyirrg Fort William with provi# 
fions, patted without a remark; and th'S is to me % 

C 2 convincing 



(.44 ) 

9 

convincing proof that the Directors efteemed it # to be 
highly beneficial to the company* 

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 

Houghly^ 28 Ofiokr, 1779. 


Mr. francis, 

I HAVE not feen Mr. Harwell’s minute in which 
the Governor General affirms, that ('very cljelhon 
urged by me agatnft the contract propolcd ro be 
given to Mr. Belli for five yeais, is fullv anlwered. I 
cid not know that fucii a minute exifltdand unlefs 
fadls can be altered, I cannot for my 1 vn part con¬ 
ceive it poflible, that mine can be tefuti .* The Go¬ 
vernor General's minute was tranfmitted to me this 
morning. 

If recrimination does not imply an admiffion of the 
charge, it certainly is no defence againft it * I cannot 
allow that one abide is juftified by another; nor am I 
bound to anfwer any obje&ions, whether valid or not, 
to the agency for (lores held by Mr. Livius.—The 
Governor General and Mr. Harwell had juft as much 
concern in giving it to him as l had .—If it be liable 
to abufe , %vly is it not itmficd? if his profits are too 
great, wly laic they not been reduced? Mr. Uofiings 
and Mr. Baiwell hate had abfolute power in their hands 
for above three years. 

It is laid " that Mr. livius has an agency with fifteen 
per ant. commijfm on articles rated by Jormtr charges of 
ccmnuffaries; of courfe greatly above the real cofi If 

the 

Vet the Directors have feverely cenfured it, in their letter by 
the General Barker ; but being “flow in their proceedings, it en- 
taferaged Mr. Halting* to infer in hi* own favour, that they had 
ip&pved it. 



the after don,were true in terms,: it remains to lie ex¬ 
plained, even on the principle cf precedents, hos the 
giving fifteen per cent: tifme agent, juJHfies giving thirty 
per cent, to another.—Weft. Kobwfon, Killiraii, and 
Croftcs reported that ao per cent, per anm would be 
a rcafonable commiffion to Mr. Belli. Mr. Hafings 
and Mr. Harwell, never,thekfs gave him thirty ,—With 
refpect to the military ftorekeeper ? $ book of rates, ,the 
fact is, that it was formed by the late Colonel Dow, with 
the approbation of the Board of Ordnance , not by th 
former charge of the cmwiffmes, but by an enquiry into 
the aftual Bazar prices of that period j whether -Mr. 
Livius gains or lofcs by thofe rates, is unknown to 
me. I believe that occafionally he may do both.—I 
have no right to examine hltf mercantile books, nor 
does it concern the fervice in queflion. 

✓ 

It is faid that “ Mr. Livius is profejfedly patronized by 
me” I recommended him to the office of military 
ftorefteeper, and I would maintain^ him in the juft 
rights belonging to it, on the fame principle, on which 
I would infill on his performing the duties of it thus 
far my patronage of Mr. Livius has extended. 

But it is faid, “ that I pafs his bills” the afleriion, 
as it {lands exprefled, may be fuppofed to be a mil- 
take.—The Governor well knows, that I refigned 
the employment of comptroller of the offices 'from the 
end of December, 1770; and that I have repeatedly 
urged to him the neceffity of requeuing fome other 
member of the board to undertake it from that period. 
Places of influence and profit,, are not feen fo calily 
relinquiffied. If the accounts of the public offices 
have not fince been examined, the Governor General, 
I prefume, will affign his reafons for it to the com¬ 
pany ; neither is it true, that I ever 1 pafled Mr Li vim’s 
bill in the ienfe plainly implied by the Governor: 
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they were conftantly examined by Mr. Baugh and his 
affiftant, with the utmotl ftri&hefs* before they came 
to me for their final confirmation. My diary is before 
the Court of Dimers, it was not poflible therefore, 
that I could favour Mr. Livius, of any body elfe, 
unlefs Mr. Baugh and I a&ed in colkifion, I defire 
that he may be examined at the board upon his oath, 
and in my abfence, concerning the manner in which I 
executed my part of the examination and l moft ear- 
neitly requefi of Mr. Whejefy to make a motion in my 
behalf to this erfed, at the next Board of Infpe&ion; 
I leave it to the Governor General and Mr. Barwcll to 
put fuch queftions to him as tbe' r think fit. It would 
pe miich oeneath me to make ary Other reply to’the 
eonclufion evidently meant to be drawn from the fup- 
pofed fad u of my puffing Mr . Livius" s bilk" but that 
I receive it as it d'eferves, 

' Again it is aflferred, u that nine or ten lacks thus paid 
to Mr. Livius, are yet , unaccounted for ” I do not 
know what the’ amour,t of the military ftore-keeper’s 
difburfements may be fince December laft, having no 
concern in the examination of his accounts. The 
fecretary has the monthly accounts before him, and I 
defire he will ftate the amount in this place, (current 
R!s. A. P. 

rupees 4,13,965 : *3 : 6) the military ftore-keeper's 
accounts of his difburfements being given unto him 
«very month, and a balance lfruqk before he receives a 
farther advance for the epfuing month, it cannot truly 
ire faid, that the fums he (has received fince December 
laft, are unaccounted for. If his accounts are not ex¬ 
amined, it is not his fault. 

Any perlcn unacquainted with the tranfa&ion of 
bufintis in the military flore-keeper's office, and who 
faw only in what circumftances, and with what ap- 
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parent vietfit is aflerted, “ that nine 'or ten lacks that 
paid to Mr\ Uvjps, finct 'December' loft, are yet mac* 
counted for}* would naturally conclude that this money 
was all on account of* his agency for the provifion of 
military (lores/ For if it were not fo, the comparifon 
between his fuppofed profits, and thofe of Mr, Belli 
(to flicker which, Mr. Livius’s name and office are 
manifeftly introduced) proves nothing, and falls to the 
ground, Now the fa# is, that the greateft part of the 
monthly fums iflued to Mr. LiviUs, are advanced' to 
him as military (lore-keeper, not as agent. Out of 
thefe he pays his awn office charges by a fixed eftabliffi- 
ment \ the eftabliffiment of the cdmmifTary general’s 
office, with the price of all the articles furnilhed by 
Lieutenant Colonel Green by contra# * the price of all 
the powder furnilhed monthly by the powder con¬ 
tractor ; and many other contingencies. In the ma¬ 
nagement of all thefe dilburfenrtents, the military ftore- 
keeper pays as faft as he receives, and haS no profit 
whatfoever, not even that of having a fum of public 
money for a (hort time in his hands. It is a fa£t, not 
unworthy of notice in this place, that all the other 
heads of officers, receive their monthly advances 
twenty days before he does, owing to fome difficulty 
of adjuftment between him and the Commiffary, by 
which in this refpe# they both fuffer. 

The following ftateinent which I haye defired the 
fecretary to fill up, will (hew what proportion the fore¬ 
going dilburfements, bear to the total amount of 
the military ftore-kceper*s advances, fmee December 
lad. 

Firft, Total amount of advances. Current Rupees; 

from January, 1779, inclufivc 442105 : 7 : 6 


Second 
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Second* Amount of o$ce charges* 

. as-per eftablifhment for ditto ■/— H 6899 : 8 : 0 

Third, Amount paid-to Lieutenant 
Colonel Green, for ditto — 16321 : 7 ; 8 

Fourth, Ditto to the powder con¬ 
tractor — — *— — 124605:14:9 

Five, Ditto of all other contingent 
.expences — — — — 122116 : 2:10 

t • 

’* 4 

Total Current Rupees^ - s 69, 943 11:3 
Difference 1,72.16 2 : 6 : 3 


/, To that part of the Governor General’s minute 
*which immediately follows, I fhall make no anfwer. 
He fuppofes his fa&s, and, draws his conclufion from 
them. Perhaps we ought to deem it a p.nof of his 
moderation, that he has not endeavoured to fecure his 
friends in the polfeflion of all the lucrative contracts, 
as well as employments, for the next twenty years \ and 
that he has confined the intended operation of his in¬ 
fluence to fo fhort a period as five years, after the ex¬ 
piration of his adminift ration.. He had full as good a 
right to do one as the other. 

I have quoted the Governor General’s own words at 
jppgtli j yet he fays, “ that 1 havzjgrofily mis-Jlatd his mi - 
mit” At the worft, I could only have been guilty of 
a mifconftru&ion, of which every man, who reads my 
minute, would be able to judge, having the Governors 
words literally quoted before him ; I did really conceive 
that it was meant to be aflerted, or underflood at lea A, 

and inconve¬ 
nience. 


that Mr. Belli h^T,-fufiered J^avy Ioffes 
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menace. It did not occur to me, that he could have 
mtdc “ fiqrnt rmonjhancts taunting tk heavy Icjis 
and mmvtmnacs to which he wasJidjukd ly tie prefi.nl in- 
Hi funk cm of Lis ageny.” It, in fact, and after au ex- 
jenente of mar two jeais, he had luffered no (uch 
iolu s and inconveniences, we aic theiefoie to attnbute 
thtte frequent reroonll ranees of the agent, not to any 
lot es and inconvenient <s he has actually lultained, but 
muely to the quicknefs o his apprchenlion. He finds 
himielffubje&ed to Ioffes, of which htthcito he had no 
iAptHence, and nothing hfs than a toutiad for hV« 
jcais cm lecurc him againll them 

Hue one would think we might In fure of our hB&j - 
and that the argument might be concluded. 1 he Go- 
t ernor Genual, however, is pleafed to take new ground ; 
alter charging me with having ** grojsl) mi/Jlatedlus tat- 
nifcf in the conftruftion I gate to the words, " fit- 
jeuid h way heavy loffu” he hmfelf now afferts, that 
** fimt he has aliu^Vy /flawed." The word M feme” 1 
puluxne, inuft refer to heavy lojfes; and, if that be true, 
my confiruclicn of his migmal woids is no othfer than 
what he himlelf now gives them, and confirms; if not, 
he muft be undeiftood to hate intended to weaken Ins 
own argument, by laying, that the agent was only liable 
to heavy Ioffes, when he might ha\ e laid, as he docs 
now, that he had a&ually fufteicd them. 

« 

I have Hated the whole commilfion as a clear gain to 
the agent, from a convid on, that it was, or might have 
been io, or within a mere tnfle of it. In tf|e lupply of 
ai tides of provilion, the bazar market ictail rates of Cal¬ 
cutta are the bigheft that ctfuld be taken. A contractor, 
who pui chafes m grofs quantities m the difierent parts 
of the country m which the articles are produced, ought 
to gam at leall enough between the purebafe and the 
Company's price, to defray all charges of imwvhandtee 
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and other essences whatfoever, confidering always tbar 

Be trades with the public money, andnot with bis own. 

/ 

* » , t ' , 

The plan to which l originally gave my afient, was 
propofed at a time when, I» thought that aii invafion of 
thefe provinces was a probable event. That apprehend 
: ikm, whether well or ill-founded, was the ground of this 
and fcyeral other opinions delivered by^me, tending to 
, prove the expediency, If not neceflify, of. putting thefe 
^provinces in a pofture of defence. 1 he Governor Ge¬ 
neral couflantly treated the idea of tft! invafion as chime- 
- rital; yet, in this inftance, as well as in many others, 
in which our military and naval eftablilhmcnts have been, 
on his principles, very unnecelfarily^. ugmented, he 
a&cd as if he thought the apprehenfion of an invafion 
was not ill-founded his opinion has been juftified by 
the event, but they both condemn his conduft. 

% 

I never would flint a neceflary fervicc for the fake of 
any inconfidevable favitig. I thought this a neceflary 
. leryice at the time when it was propofed, and I would not 
have flinttd it : not that 1 difrega-rd little iavings, but 
becaufe 1 know, by experience, that while they are at¬ 
tended to, the great ones are neglc&cd. But admitting 
that the cireum 11 antes of public affairs were not changed, 
asi affirm they are, is this really the fame plan to which 
I originally gave my confent ? Did I ever confent to al¬ 
low the agent a commiffion of thirty per cent, per annum 
againft the opinion of the merchants to whom the refe¬ 
rence was made, and whofe opinion was to have decided 
the queflion ? On the contrary, did I not remonftrate 
againli it ? Was the binding the India Company by 
Cpnt|pi& to maintain a specific garrilbn in Fort William, 
and in one particular mode, an J whether they approved- 
of it or not, and under every poffible change of the cif- 
cui&ftances of the government, ever fuggeiied to me at 
tl^mc the agency was propofed ? If thefe queftionscan- 

not 
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■notbe'anfwered in the affirmative, it follows, that it is 
not I who think differently of the plan, but the Cover* 
nor General, who has changed his plan for a purpofe in 
which the public fervice has no concern. 

On the remainder of the Governor's minute I ffiall 
make- no remarks, though not for want?of materials; l 
content myfelf .with doing my own duty, and leave it to 
others to anfwer for themfelves. 


(Signed)' ?. FRANCIS. 

On the 6th of O&ober, 1779. 

Sir, 

I defirc you will fend the iadbfed minute in circula¬ 
tion. I remain, Sir, yours, 

E, WHELER. /' 

In confequence of the tnoft .carneft requeft of Mr. 
Francis, I move, that Mr. Baugh may' be examined at 
the boaid upon oath, concerning the manner in which 
Mr. Francis hath examined and pa fled the accounts of 
Mr. George Livius. And I muft further deGre, that • 
his (Mr. Baugh’s) examinatipp may be taken in Mr. 
Francis’s abfence. 

• ■ e. w; i 


Extraft-Confultation the 1 ft of November, 1779, 

*1 

j 

. 1 * m , 1 '* » 

Mr. Baugh attending the board in confequence of the 
motion mads by Mr. Wheeler, and entered in the Jaft 
confutation, is admitted. 


H 2 
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Read *he motion of Mr* Wheeler,' „ 

* 

Jfr. Francis.—My intention was, to give the Gover¬ 
nor General an opportunity of latisfying himfelf, and 
doing me juftice, upon the points alluded to in the mo¬ 
tion. I do not inhft upon his. oath, becaufe 1 am per- 
fe$ly fatisfied that his teftimony will be equally valid 
without it. A* I was fick at Houghly at the time the 
^notion was made, I did imagine it would be retolved 
upon in my able rice, but I have no difficulty about its 
being determined now. 

Governor General .—I (ball put no qudlions to Mr. 
JBaugh in the mode prelcribed ; l thirb it very irregu¬ 
lar. I have not even given Mr. Fran . >’$ minute an in¬ 
ti re pCrufai, although I have kept it by rue for home 
time with the intention of examining ir, and of replying 
to it, if I had found it ncceifaiy. Other binWts of 
more importance, a llrong aver lion to pci Tonal debate, 
and a ronvi&ion of its inutility for any purport*, cither 
of decision heie, or of reference at home, have hitherto 
concurred to make me poll pone it. Mr. Baugh is now 
before the board at die requifuiou of Mr, Francis. I 
fliall leave it to Mr. Francis to put \vhat queftions he 
may flunk proper to him, either upon oath, or other- 
wife. 

, ' JUr. Wittier .—1 am called upon by Mr. Francis to 
take a part in this difagreeable bufinefs, which is exceed¬ 
ingly irkfome to myfelf, and becomes ftill more fo by 
the Governor GeneiaPs declining to put any queftions 
to.Mr. Baugh. If time bad permitted a fhort anfwer to 
Mr. Franciss lafl minute, it might have anfwered the 
feme purpofe as the queftions which I muft now addrefs 
to Mr, Baugif, “and ! doubt not but the anfwers will give 
the board every faiisfa&ion they can require. '*‘ 4 t‘ 

»: 
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Jllr, IVhttkr delivers the following queflions to be 
put to Mr.'.Baugli. 

lft. Whether it is not your duty, as affiftant to the 
comptroller of the offices, to examine the monthly ac¬ 
count of each office before they are Feen by the comp- 
tiollyr. and to furnifh him with whatever remarks may 
h«ve occuned to you thereon ? 

Anfa,er. Preparatory to the compti oiler’s examining 
the accounts of the offices, they have always been exa- 
mimd by my affiftant, fo far at leipefclcd their calcula¬ 
tions and additions, aftei which they have been compared 
ly trie, with the vbuchcis delivered with them, lhave 
thi a comp uui iut !i charges as were eftabliflicd, with the 
fixed cttaoii' mints Fuch charges for (lores pto- 
uded by conn id, oi by agency, wuh the terms of the 
m f Lui t uigti^unc 1 n Irn thole fupphes. And if upon 
tin. ixamiiMtioii I ha\< dikovcied any deviation from 
u t ! ci, 1 l'a\< p< inted them out to the Comptroller, who 
has uthn immediately deduced the difference, or ap- 
pl cd to the brad of that department, whole accounts 
wen under examination, For an explanation. 

t 

2nd. Whether you have not conftantly done Fo ? 

Anjwcr. Yes, I have. 

3d. Whether you have ever obferyed, that Mr. 

Fiancis, in examining the accounts of the military ftore 

kecpei, or of any othtr of the public offices, or in 

palling their bills, or in any other inftance whatloever, 

has favoured the military ftore keeper, or any other 

perfon, or has ever fuffered an error or overcharge in 

his or their accounts, to pafs without correction and 

ccnfure ? 

* 


Governor 
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Governor General —I beg that Mr. Baugh may be 
difpenfed from anfwering the third queftion; if there is 
a necdfity for it; it is highly improper on many ac¬ 
counts, confide]ing the wide difiance between Mr. Baugh 
and Mr. Francis, that he' ftiould be obliged to anfwer to 
filch a queftion. I do not* recoiled what words of mine have 
given occofon for it; but if I kale made ufe of any, which 
either direWyJay fuck a charge to Mr. Francis's account, or 
imply it, I retract them, without accenting at this time for 
the manner in which any fuch expreffort?may have efcaprj me, 
as they are now entirely out of my minmy. The objfft of ike 
quejlion therefore is removed. 

Mr. Francis .—I am fatisfied, and d fire the queftion 
may be waved. .r 

► 

4lh. To what point of time have the .military ft ore 
keeper's accounts been examined and patted by the 
Comptroller ? 

Arfw. To the end of December, 1778. 

5th,. What is the amount of the monthly fums iflued 
to and from the treasury for the monthly difburfements 
of his office, including his agency lince December 1778, 
to the end of September lait ? 

t* 

Anfw . The advances made to the military ftore 
keeper from the trealury, between the ift of January 
and 30th of September, 1779, amount to current rupees 
4.24,000; but in this fum is not included his advance 
on account of September, being 42,000 rupees, becaufe 
it did not pafs the board in time to be iflued during that 
month, The order of the treafury was not figned till 
the 30th of September; and I obferve, by (be eftimate 
of the ftore keeper $ difburfements for 06 tober, that the 
amount was not received till the 6 th Of the laft-mentioned 

month. 




month.. In, Mr. Francis’s rfetttitc of the 2nd of Oc¬ 
tober, the amount of traces iffued to the military 
ftoie keeper to the end pf Augult, is dated by me at. 
current rupees 4,42,10$ : 7 : 6; but it is proper to, 
remark, that in this fqm is included the monthly pay¬ 
ments made to him by Mr. Ro&ert Stewart, on account. 
of the new powder works, and his receipts for ready, 
money fales. 

6th. Has the military ftore keeper delivered in Ms, 
monthly accounts regularly to the Comptroller’s officer 
fmee December lad ? 

$ 

Anju>. Yes, to the end of September, 

Governor General-— I define to put the two following 
queftions to Mr^ Baugh. ' 

i 

1 ft. Have Mr. Livius’s accounts ever appeared before 
the board ? 


ad. What is the amount of Mr. Livius’s receipts and 
clifburfements, from the time he firft had charge of his 
prefent office, to the date of my minute in September ? 
If Mr. Baugh cannot anfwcr the lad of tbefe queftions 
from his.own official knowledge, I defire him to obtain 
proper official Information to compleat his anfwer ? 

1 

1 ft Anfw. They never have appeared before the board. 
It was not the intent of the regulations conducting the 
Comptroller's office, that they ihould be laid before the 
board. 


2d Anfw* Not having the .neceffary materials' in my 
poffeffion for focrnifhing the accounts required by the 
Governor General, I applied for it to the military ftore 
keeper, and beg leave to*lay before tile board the fol¬ 
lowing 
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lowing abft rafts, which l have in confequcnee received 
from nim, of his rccepts and dtfburfements from Apnl 
1775 to September 1779, mclufive, thefori^i amount¬ 
ing to cuirent rupees 23,16,074 ■ 13 : 3, the latter 
to 23,1678 : 1 * 3, which conflitutcd a balance m fa¬ 
vour of Mr. I.ivius, which he had adtuajjy advanced for 
the Con pany, mtlcad of being tune or ten lacks n ar- 
Tear. Mr. Livius was appointed to the office of mihraiy 
ftoic keeper on the 20th of March, 4775, and the Go¬ 
vernor's minute is dated m September, 1779. 

I think it proper to acquaint the board, that my ap¬ 
plication foi this account would have ecn made to the 
Accomptant (general, and not to iuC uiilnaty floie 
keeper, could the foimcr have fuimfhed it complete. 
But the geneial books be ng balanced only to the 30th 
of April, 1778, it could not have been pupaied fiom 
them to a period fubfequent to that time. 1 btfieve 
alfo, that the entiles m the general books «tc ad jotted 
fiom the abllrafts of the receipts and dilburlt meets tup- 
plied to rlie Accomptant Gencial bv the heads of the 
difTcient offices. 


Mimtes 



Minutes on the Advance Salary and Appointment to Sir Eyre 

jCnok. Extrail Board of Inf pillion the nth of Aoiil, 

3 779- 

Read the folio Aing propofitions cf Lieutenant General 

Sir 1 l)u* Code. 

That the five half (hares of the ir venue do devolve 
lip('n Sir Eyre Coote. as C onunandcr m Chief, from Ins 
amval in i ori Wiln.mi on the 23d of Match, aftd that 
General St]bbert*ch> only fhare as oldcft Col mel hom 
that time. 

I 1 hat the 3000 rupees pet month, lately granted to 
General StiblKrt for contingent expences in the field, do 
de\olve on General Coote, from the 3ill of Maich, as 
Commander in Chief. 

That the 16,000 rupees per annum, for fecrct intel¬ 
ligence, do devolve to General Sir Eyie Coote from the 
31ft ol March. 

Sir Eyie Coote delivers in the following minute. 

The reference I made to the board On the fubjcfV of 
General Stibbert's allowances, which exceed mine by 
82,750 lupccs per annum, proceeded fiom an idea, 
that they weie granted to him as Commander in Chief, 
under the prefidcncy; and as, on my amval at boil 
William, he could be no longer confidered in that ca¬ 
pacity, whatever he diew under fucli a denomination 
mult ncceflkrily be difcontinued to him. 

An examination of the minutes of Council has ren¬ 
dered me mailer of the fevcral rcafons afligned for 
granting him thofc allowances; and my refcarches on 

I thio 
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this occafnn have led me alio to a knowledge of the fell 
timcnts which have been exprefied by the members of 
the board in general, refpetfing the infufficiency of the 
falary allowed by the Court of Directors to their Com¬ 
mander in Chid in India. 


Fiom a long experience of the fervice, I am thoroughly 
convinced of the juftice of this opinion, and l am 
equally certain, that the Court of Directors never meant 
I ihotikl toiler in my private fortune by carrying on 
lire public fcrvice. 

You will pie a to therefore, Gentlemen, to adopt fuch 
ireafurcs as may prevent any unnc> alary expence from 
tolling on the Company, and which will at the tome 
time enable me to execute the duties incumbent upon 
me, as their Commander in Chief, to vifit the levcral 
{tartans of the troops, or to take the field, if necefiary, 
without involving myfelf in expences, which I Ihould 
V-c unable to fupport. 


( 


Cl 



E. COOTE. 


Mr. Francis, 

I have piepared my opinion on the Commander in 
Chirrs proportions, and beg leave to lay it before the 
board. 

My opinion on the account of General Stibbert*s ah* 
lowanccs is very fully dated in the conlultation of the 
14th of May, 1^78, and I adhere to it in every parti¬ 
cular. I think the y Ihould now be reduced to the efta- 
biiihmentat which they ftood during General Claveting*s 
command. This cfiublilhroent was formerly referred 
to the Company, and confirmed by them in their letter 
of the 24th of December, 1776, paragraph 49.—X 

cannot 
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c.mnot content to any, variation from the allowances 
fixed by,\ and enjoyed by Genera] Clavering, without * 
the Company’s orders.—* I he very lute which they have . 
given, and which Sir Eyre Coote brought out with 
him, dired, that 1 ieutcnint General Sir Eyre Coote 
do receive the fame pay as Commander in Chief of their ' 
forces in India as was received by Lieutenant General 
Sir John Clavt ring. If all the allowances teated in the 
proportions are agreed to, the prefent Commander in 
Chief will receive eighty-two thoufand two hundred 
current rupees per annum more than was received by 
his predeceflbr. 

(Signed) * P, FRANCIS* 

" * 

Mr. Harwell, 

w 

r 

AS I expert in a {hort time the orders of the Com¬ 
pany on the additional allowances drawn by Brigadier 
General Stibbrrt, there does not appear any urgent ne- 
cefiiiy to proceed on the regulation of luch allowances 
until the arrival of the Company’s infirudions. i he 
Court of Dircftors, in fixing the eftabliflied faUry.fora 
commander of all their forces in Indii, have exprefled 
if as a falary. They therefore certainly intend it to .be 
drawn free, and difburthened from all dilburfements to 
be incurred in the immediate execution of their military 
fervice *, they certainly did not intend to put the Com¬ 
mander in Chief of all their mjliWy forces bpon a , 
meaner eftablilhment than the provincial Commander 
in Chief at the other prefidencies, or General Siibberc^ 
whofe allowance by the 49th paragraph of their letter of 
the 24th of December, 1776, is reckoned at 82,000 
rupees. Thefe fads are lo very finking, that I cannot 
doubt of our having full authority to regulate at* efta¬ 
blilhment for Sir Eyre Coote, while in the field, as may 
be fuitabie to his high rank, and bear fame proportion 

I % to 




to the,allowances rrfade to the fubordrnate field office^ 
of this government. I am for the queftion, that a field 
eftablilhmcnt be formed for Lieutenant General Coote, 
Commander in Chief of all the Company's forces while 

in the field. 

* 

Governor General, 

THE allowance of five half fiiares of the commiflion 
.on the revenues was not an eltabliihment annexed to 
. his ftacion, but a bounty ipccially and perfonally 
granted to General Stibbert, by the order of the Court 
of Dirc&ors in the 31ft paragraph of their general 
letter of the i6ih of April, 1777. It* cannot, there¬ 
fore, be taken Trom him, but by tlit .ame authority. 

The allowance of 3000 rupees per month for con¬ 
tingent expences.in the field was granted to General 
Stibbert by a feparate of this board, though their 
resolutions upon this iiibjefl have been various, ‘ yet the 
opinions of the'difierent members, refpeding the ne- 
cefiity of fuch an allowance, have been generally the 
fame, as may be firen by the proceedings of the board 
of the 29th of February, 1776, when this fubjeft was 
firft brought under the confideration of the bond, and 
for other realbns rejected. For the truth of this, I ap¬ 
peal particularly to the opinions of General Clavering 
and Colonel M onion, 

Tl»is was never meant as an allowance annexed to 
the llation of Commander in Chief, for when it was 
firll propofed, Gcneial Stibbert was not confidered as 
invetted with that character, bur to defray the unavoid-' 
able expence attendant on the command in the field. 

As the refolution of the board upon this fubjedt has 
been long fmee referred to the Court of Directors, with 
i another 
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another relative circumftance, which muft forc^their 
attention to it, and draw from them a clear deeifioa 
upon it; and as that decifion may be expe&ed with the 
firll dilpatches of the (eafon, I think it would be im- 
p-oper and irregular to make any alteration in it at this 
time, 

. * 

I do not recoiled any orders which atnhorifes Gene-’ 
ral Stibbert to draw a fixed fum for fecrer fervice. This 
is an expeno* in its nature variable, and the Court of 
Direftois, in their letter of the 24th of December, 
1776, have exprefsly directed that it ihalt not be fixed, 
but that Colonel Stibbert, (that is commander in the 
held) ihall be paid luch expences as (hall appear to us 
to have been ncceflarily inturred'by him, from time to 
time, on that account. 

I apprehend, that this is a fervice which will pro¬ 
pel ly ?nd exciufivcly belong to the Commander in 
Chief, whenever his ficuation will enable him toaftume 
the charge of it, and that General Stibbert fhould be 
accordingly dire&ed to conform to bis orders refpe<fi> 
jng it. * 

Rtfpcding the incidental charges of the Commander 
in Chief, when he is in the field, or which in this point 
will be equivalent, when he is abfent from the profi¬ 
ciency, I Ihall premile the following obieivaLions: 

1 ft. The prefent allowances drawn by General Stib¬ 
bert is as follows; 


Pays 
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Pays Brigadier General, 750I. per ann; 7,500 
Table expences in the field ■ 60,000 

Contingent expences in the field — 36,000 

Comtriflion in the revenne, current ru¬ 
pees, 21,368, or — ^ 19,250 


Sonat Rupees 1,22,750 

I do not reckon the allowance for fecret fervice, be- 
caufe I regard it as a public charge, in which he has 
no intereft, or other concern, than faithfully to dilburfe 
what he draws. 

Of the above eftablifhment the follor »ng fums have 
been allotted to General Stibbert, by .,*e exprds ap¬ 
pointment of the Court of Dneclors: 

Pay as Brigadier General — 7^00 

Table charges in the field —- 60,000 

(Jemmillion on the revenue at that time, 
as I find it compuied m Mr. Francis's 
minute of the 1 ^h of May, 1778, cur¬ 
rent rupees 24,+do, or ~ 22,059 

Sonat Rupees 89,559 

The falary allowed to the Commander in Chief, by 
the fundamental regulations of this government, is 
6000I. per annum, or rupees 60,000, 

The fum is exprefied to be in lieu of all charges and 
contingencies in the field ; but the Court of Directors 
have mice granted to their firit Colonel on this efta- 
bl foment, as I have remarked above, an annual ftipend 
of 80*559 tupees, a ium exceeding that of a Com¬ 
mands m Chief by nearly 50 per cent, 


But 
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But it. cannot be fuppofed, that the Court of Direc¬ 
tors ever meant to invert the order of the fervice, and 
that in fo great a degree, as to make a partial and un¬ 
juft: diftindhon between an officer placed, not by Te¬ 
lethon, but by cafual fucceflion, at the head of a fingie 
eftabhlhment, and the Commander in Chief of all the 
Bntifti forces in India; therefore, when they patted 
thefe grants to Colonel, now General, Stibbert, they 
mindly cftabhfhcd a precedent for a proportionate aug¬ 
mentation of the allowances of the Commander in Chief 
of all the Brmfh forces m India *, for it cannot be dif* 
puted, that his unavoidable expences in the difcharge 
of all the various duties annexed to his ftation mult 
greatly exceed thofe of General Stibbert in a limittcd 
command, and I will prefume, that had it been at 
the fame time propofed to aleertarn the allowances of 
the Commander in Chief, they would have augmented 
them proportionably. 

On the premifed grounds, I move, 

i ft. That the Commander in* Chief be allowed to 
draw for the expences of his table, when he is in the 
field, 90,000 rupees per annum. 

2. That the Commander in Chief be authorized to 
draw for the following eftablilhment for h.mfelf 
and his ftaff, when he is in the field, in lieu of travel¬ 
ling, and all incidental charges whatever. 


*2 Budge- 
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12' Budgerows 

150 

4 

1 Son 

30 Boats 

40 


I 2 < 0 

to Elephants 

75 

" 

:r>° 

200 Coolies 

5 

1 

10 JO 

28 IInca:alls 

7 


1M) 

, t 

i Head ditto 

30 

*“ 

'Hi 

1 Naib. 


" 

1 5 




•199' 

50 Lafcars 

8 

— 

4OO 

1 Serang 

20 

*“ 

20 

2 Tindals 

*5 


3 ° 

4 Hackeries 

30 


120 

2 Gurry Men 

7 

** 

15 

2 Writers 


m " 

1 -o 

Stationary 



200 

_ / . 

12 Horfcs 


r 

3 uo 



S. Rs. 

62 Sd 


The Turns which I nave annexed to the eflablifhmenc 
are added merely to fhcw tho computed amount of it, 
but are not taken from any correct authority, nor meant 
to be a part of the proportion. If this motion fhall be 
agreed to, it will be the province of the Commiftary 
General to affix the rates of expence to each article, 
and 1 dull propofe that they be referred to him for 
that purpofe. 

Francis , 

On the principles on which the opinion I have al¬ 
ready given was founded, I have much more reafon to 
object to the e'tabliffiment now propofed, than to the 
Commander ii; Chief’s firft proportions. All the al¬ 
lowances granted to General Stibbert, as Commander 

in 



m Chief, or otberwife, and which I have confhntty 
objedeti to as exoellivr, are to be continued to him % 
and, at the lame time, a total new eftablilhment 
created, amounting to the monthly charge of current 
R, A, T. R. A. 

rupees, 15,302 : 7 : 5. or 1,83,629 : 8 per annum, 

I am againft the motion 

Mr. Barter!!, 

1 cannot concur in opinion with Mr. Francis, that 
ti.r propoled cllabliftiment is a double one. I do i)OC 
tijidcrilund tilde allowances are to be drawn upon any 
(1 duo orcafion? than that for which it was exprefled, for 
ih-:' (KTuTal’s expenccs in the field. There is no im- 
:i;< :ii.ue call, that I know of, upon the Commander in 
Chief to leave the prefideneyf v and, before a month 
is pulud, we Hi all, in all probability, receive the o.ders 
of the Court of Dire&ors, whether Brigadier General 
Stibbert is to draw the allowances which he is in- 
tided to receive, or whether they are to ceafe.—-In 
cither cafe, the necefifity of the eftablifliment now pro¬ 
posed for the Commander in Chief of all the Com¬ 
pany’s forces is but a fingle eftablifhment; nor i-» this 
a monthly eftablifhment, or if it was, is it of the ex¬ 
tent ftated ? It is an eftablilhment only to he drawn 
when the public fervice calls the Commander in Chief 
frpm the prcfidency. That it will be drawn, 1 admit * # 
but it is not probable it wiil be drawn through the whole 
year; befides, it is a charge limited to a ipecific turn, 
but docs not ncceffarily include the expenditure of the 
whole amount.—I agree to the proportion. 

. Ccvfl'nor General. —I agree to the propofition. 

t 

* He left it, however, in a Ihort time thereafter, and hits, taken care 
not to teturn in a hurry; it was orig»na;Jy undetfftood to.be i’o. 

t He was afterwards allowed 1 zoo rupees jfef ffloBth in addition 
to we above allowance. 
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Kefolved, that the Commander in Chief of ths Com* 
pany’s forces in India, be allowed to draw for the ex- 
pences of his table, when he is in thejield, the monthly 
!um of feven thoufand five hundred Sonat rupees, or 
ninety thoufand currcni rupees per annum. 

Refolved, That the Commander in Chief of the 
Company's forces in India, be allowed to draw for 
the following monthly eft.ahliihmcnt for himfclf and 
his flaff when he is in the field, in lieu of travelling 
and all incidental charges whatever, when in the field. 

12 Budgerous 
30 Boats 
10 Elephants 
200 Coolies 
28 Hirc.ii ahs 
1 Head ditto 
1 Naib 
50 Lalcars 

1 Scrang 

2 Tindals 

4 Hackeries 
2 Gurrymcn 
Stationary 
12 Horfcs. 

Ordered, That this eftablifiiment be referred to the 
Commiflary-Gcneral, with directions to affix the rates 
of cxpence to each article, fpccified therein. 

Mr. Wheeler having delivered the following minute, 
on the foregoing proceedings being fhewn him by the 
feerctary, it is entered in this place for the fake of 
connection. 

Mr. Wheeler —The argument made ufe of by the 
Governor-General, to evince the neceffity of an aug¬ 
mentation of allowances to the Commander in Chief 

when 
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when in the field* ate by no means fufficient to ob- 
obviate thofe obje&ions, which from a perfed know¬ 
ledge of the regulations alluded to, fuggeft themfelves to 
my mind. • 

In the firII place, the allowances to the commandant 
chief by the fundamental regulations of this government, 
was not an ad of the court of directors, but of the pro¬ 
prietary at large, convened togerher for that purpofe; 
and by their orders, communicated to their fervants in 
Bengal, by the executive part of their conftttution, the 
court of directors. Thence it appears to me, neither 
optional in -the court of dire dors, toencreafeor dimi- 
niffi an allowance voted to their commander in chief by 
a general court of proprietors •, for if it was, with the 
lame degree of propriety that the court of dire&ors 
could revoke the orders of their conftituents by augment¬ 
ing an allowance fixed as above to their commander in 
chief, they might revoke any and eyery ad of the pro¬ 
prietors at large. 

It naturally follows, that the court of directors do not 
in themfelves pofiefs the power of altering the allowance 
fixed to the office of commander in chief; and it is 
equally conclufive with me, that no fuch power can pof~ 
fibly be veiled in our board. 

But even admitting their power *, it is plain from 
the 5th paragraph of their general letter, dated the 7th 
of May 1778, by the Stafford, that it was not their in¬ 
tention to deviate from the eftablilhed allowance, granted 
to their late commander. 

Without entering therefore into the detail of this 
bufinefs, or expreffing my difapprobation of the enor¬ 
mity of each particular article of increafe, I {hall content 
jnylelf with objecting to any further allowances being 
made to Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, that the 

V » ■ C0UI1 
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Court of Directors have in the 6oth paragraph of their 
letter, dated the of March, 1774, dire6led‘to be 
paid to Lieutenant-General Sir Johg Clavering; an 
ext raft of which 1 lhall heic fubjoin, 

' “ And that there be paid to him the fum of fix thovfand 
pounds filing per annum, in full for his jercues as cm 
mandfr in chief and in H u of travelling charges , and of a 1 / 
other advantages and . mohments whatever, except his fa ary 
of ten tkoufund pounds per annum, dlddiflied by law , and 
ordered to be paid him as one if the council at Fort William 
in Bengal” 

E. W^HELER. 

Minutes in council, on the treaty with the Rana of 
* Gohud. 

Extraft Secret Department Confutation. 

November 12th, 1779. 

•The Governor General informs the board, that 

during therr late recefs, he has had feveral conferences 

with the Minifter deputed by the Rana of Gohud *, 

and invelted with full powers on the fubjeft of a treaty 

of alliance ofienfive and defenfive, propofed by the 

Rana, to be concluded between him and the Company. 

The Governor-Gen.ral lavs before the board a draft of 

* 

conditions which he has formed on the bafts of the 
Rana’s propofitions For fuch a treaty j and which, with 
the Rana’s letters and prupofitidns, he defires may be 
entered in this place, for the informations and opinions 
Qf the board. 

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 
Draft of Treaty. 

Article lft, A treaty of alliance, ofienfive and uc- 

fenfive v-? 
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fenfive, (ball be eftablifhed between the Englifh Com* 
pany and Maha Raja Ranna Lohinder Bahadre. 

* 

2d. Whenever a war {hall a&ually take place be¬ 
tween the contra&ing parties and the Marattas*, if 
the Rana {hall require the aflilfance of an Englifh force 
for the purpoles hereinafter defcribed, fuch a force, 
proportioned to the exigency of the ferrite frail' he im¬ 
mediately feat, on his rcauijition made in writing to the 
commanding officer at the near eft ftation of the Company's 
troops •, Jhall remain with him as long as he frail require it, 
and return when he Jhall difmifs it f, the expence thereof 
fliall be defrayed by the kana at the fixed rate of twenty 
thoufand Muchle dar rupees of the currency of Banares, 
or any other fpecies of rupees of fame intrinfic amount, 
for each battalion of the Seapoys, on their prefent 
dlabiifhment, with their proportion of artillery §.— 
The payment to commence on the day when the faid 
force {hall pafs the borders of the Company’s do¬ 
minions, or the dominions of the Nabob of Oude: 
and ceafe on the period ftipuiated for its return to 
either j four cofs being allowed for each day’s march. 

gd. The fore? fhall be employed for the defence of 
the Rana’s dominions againtt all foreign or domeftic 
enemies, and for the enlargement of his dominions by 
*'onqueft on the Marattas. 

4th. Whatever acquifition in purfuance of this 
treaty fliall be made of countries being contiguous to 

tb* 


• The Marattas were then at W2r with the Rana of Gohud, and 
his forts attacked. 

f Thefe were the ftrange powers to Sujah Dowla, to ex’.erminate 
the Rohillas. 

$ The Rana had not wherewith to pay his own troops* . 
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ihe Rana’s dominions or formerly appertaining to 
them, whether tfietted by his or the Englifh troops, 
feparately or in conjun&ioo, or obtained by treaty, 
fhall be (hared in the following proportions viz. nine 
anas to the Company, and kven anas to the Kana: 
the mean amount of the grofs revenue of the Com¬ 
pany’s (hare collected in time of peace in tire ten ye ars 
preceding, after deducing the charges of collection, 
which (hall be ascertained by Aumeens chofen by each 
party, (hall be fixed and paid by the Kana as a per¬ 
petual tribute to the Company, and the lands and forts 
fhall be ceded to the Rana, 

5th. In cafe it (hall be judged advifeable to em¬ 
ploy the combined forces of the Company and the 
Kana in any difianc operations againft the common 
enemy beyond the borders and neighborhood of the 
Kana’s dominions, on requifition made in writing from 
this government, he (hail fornifh ten thoufand hori'e 
for iuch fervice; and each party (hall bear his own 
feparate expence, which (hall continue feparate until 
the return of the combined army to the borders of the 
Kana’s country, or until it (hall be employed in the 
‘•fervtbestrfcfMioned in the third article of this treaty. 

6th. Whenever the Englifh forces are employed 
for the defence of the Rana’s country, or for the ac- 
quifuion of territory, the iervice to be performed (hall 
be prelcribed by himfelf j but the mode of executing it 
(hall be left to the direction of the officer commanding 
$b« Engjiffi troops. 

7th. Whenever the combined troops of the Com¬ 
pany and the Kana dial! be employed in any re¬ 
mote operations, -Rich as are delcribed in the 5th 
article, the commanding officers of the Englifh forces 
(hall confute the Kana on the choice of the iervice 

10 
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to be pet formed, but the ultimate'decifion, in cafe 
of a difFereAce of opinion, and the mode of amdu&bg 
fuch fervice, (hall be left entirely to the commanding 
officer of the Engliih troops, with a relervation of 
the Rar.a’s complete authority over his own troops. 

« 

8th. Whenever peace (hall be concluded between 
the Englifh Company and the Maratti ftate, the Rana 
jhall be included as a party in the treaty which Jhall be made 
fur that purpofe ; and bis prefent pejj'ejjims, together with 
fuel countries as he jhall have acquired during the tourje 
of the war , and which it Jhall be then Jtipulated to leave 
i;i Ls pojfeffion , jhall be guarantied to him by fuch treaty *. 

9 

9th. No Engliih fa&orv (ball be eftabliffied in the 
dominions of the Rana. No perl'ons of any denomi¬ 
nation (hall be lent into his dominions, on the part 
of the Engliih Company, or with the licence of the 
Governor-General and Council, without his previous 
confent, nor any authority cxerciled over them but 
his own f. 

Ordered, That thefe papers lie for confideration. 

Extract Secret Confultation.AlC^M^t w 

2d December, 1779. 

Confidered the Governor General’s .minute, entered 
in confutation the 12th of November, with heads 


' * The Rana is a natural enemy, the Company but an occa0<mal 
one: yet this treaty of alliance, modcllly engages the Company to 
compel the ableft power in India, as the only condition of a peace 
with them, to be reconciled to ao irrcconcileablc enemy. And that 
that enemy’s poiTeffions, though incapable of preferving them, lhall 
be warranted by the Company, at all events. 

f Of wha^benefit will the treaty be to a commercial Company 
CA,J^.fpoduipM ? , ^ ; ..... 
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propofed-for a treaty to be concluded with the Rana 
of Gohud. 

i 

Read the letter from the Rana, recorded in the 
books ofthePerftan correfpondence, received the 7th 
of June lift; alfo another letter dated the 5th of Shau- 
baun, and received the 3d of September. 

Read the propofed heads for a treaty with the 
Rana of Gohud, entered in conlultation .the 12th of 
November. 

The Governor General lays before the board the 
following amended draft of a treat'' propoied to be 
executed with the Rana of Gohud, and defires that 
it may be fubftituted for the former, and entered in 
confutation the 12th ult. As it contains fuch alter¬ 
ations prepofed by the Mtnifter of the Rant 1, as the Go - 
varnor'General deems reafonable. And to the treaty in 
this form, the Minilter, who is now prefent, declares 
his entire concurrence. 

Draft of a treaty propofed between the Company and 
Maha Raja Leukinda Bahadre. 

Articles of agreement, made and concluded at Fort 
William, in Bengal, between the honourable the 
(iovmicr-General and Council for the affairs of 
the Honourable Kngliih Eaft India Company on 
the one part, and Maha Raja Leukinda Bahadre, 
Rana of Gohud, for himiclf and his fucceffors on 
the orfier part *. 

Article iff. Perpetual friencllhip fhall take place be¬ 
tween the Englilh Company and MahaRaga Leukin- 

dar 

* The remarks made in the preceding articles are fufficient for 
thefe ; with thl-. only difference, that the alterations jn this are 
povurlully in favour of the Rana, and againll the Company, 
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tlar Bahadre and their fuccefibrs, and an alliance be 
eftablilhed between them for the profecution of the 
objects hereein after mentioned. 

« 

ad. Whenever a war (ball a&ually take place be¬ 
tween the contracting parties and the Marattas, if 
Maha Raga Leukindar Bahadre (hall require the af- 
(iftance of an Englifh force from the Company for the 
defence of his countries or for the acquilicion of ter¬ 
ritory, fuch a force, proportioned to the exigency 
of the fervice dial! be immediately fent, on his requi- 
fition made in writing to the commanding officer of 
the nearell ftation of the Company’s troops, and (hall 
remain with him as long as he (halt require it, and re¬ 
turn when he (hall dilmils it, the expences thereof 
lhall be defrayed by the Maha Raja at the fixed 
monthly rare.of twenty thoufand Muchle dar rupees of 
the currency of Benares, or any other fpecies of rupees 
of the (ame intrinfic amount for each battalion of fea-’ 
poys on its prefent eftablifhmenr, with its proportion 
of artillery *, the payment to commence on the day 
when the faid force (hall pafs the borders of the 
Company’s dominions, or the dominions of the Nabob 
of Oude, and ceafe on the period ftipulated for the 
return to either * four cofs being allowed for each day’s 
march* 

3d. This force (hall be employed for the defence of 
the Maha Raja's dominions againfl all foreign or do- 
meftic enemies, and for the enlargement of his domi¬ 
nions, by conqueft on the Marattas. 

’ 4th. Whatever countries (hall be acquired from the 
Marattas in purfuance of this treaty by the troops of the 
Company, or of the Maha Raja, feparately or in con¬ 
junction, whether by war or treaty, except the fifty* fix 
mabls which conftimte the Maha Raja’s jaghije, and 
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which arc not now in the pofieffion of the Maratfcas, fhaii 
be fhared in the following proportions, viz. n*ne annas 
to the Company, ami (even annas to fhe Mafia Raja. 
The mean amount of the grofs revenue of the whole fhall 
be afeertained by ameens chofen by each party, on the 
collections made in the ten preceding years, and the 
amount of the Company's (hare, as determined by the 
faid ameens after deducting the chafes of collection, 
which are cuf loinary in fuch countries, (hall be fixed 
and paid by the Maha Raja, as a perpetual tribute to the 
company; and the lands and forts-ffiall be ceded to the 
Maha Raja. 

gth. In cafe it (hall be fudged acvifeblc to employ 
the combined forces of the company and the Maha Rapi 
in any hoftile operations againft the Marattas, beyond the 
borders of the Maha Raja's dominions, on requifition 
made to him in writing from this government, he fhall 
fumifh ten thoufind horfefor fuch fervice, and each (hall 
bear his owri (eparate expence, and if upon the return of 
the Englifh forces, towards tticir own borders, the Maha 
Raja (hall have occafion for their fcrvices, and (hall make 
a requifition to retain them, from the inllant of fuch re¬ 
quifition he fhall pay their charge in the fame manner as 
Stipulated in the fecond article. But it (hall not be re¬ 
quired of the Maha Raja, nor be in the power of this go¬ 
vernment, to detach or employ his troops beyond the 
borders of Gegur and Indoor, without fpecial confent. 

6 th. When the Englifh forces are employed for the 
defence of the Maha Raja's country, or for the acquifi- 
tion of territory, the fervice to be performed fhall be 
preferibed byhimfelf, but the mode of executing it (hall 
be left to the dcrifion of the commanding officer of the 
fngKffi troops. 
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7th. Whenever the combined troops of the com* 
pany and the Maha Raja, fhali be employed in any 
remote operations, the commanding officer of the^Englifh 
forces, ffiall confult the Raja upon all ferviccs to be per¬ 
formed, but the ultimate dedlion, in cafe of a differ¬ 
ence of opinion, and the mode of conducing fuchfcr- 
vices, ffiallbe left entirely to the commanding officer of* 
the Englifh forces, with a refervation of the Maha Raja’s 
compleat authority over his troops. 

8th. Whenever peace ffiall be concluded between the 
company and the Maratta Hate, the Maha Raja* (hall be 
included as a pirty in the treaty which ffiall be made for 
:hv purpofe, and his prefent poffirffions, together with 
the fort of Cowallier, which of old belonged to the 
family of the Maha Raja, if it ffiall be then in his pof- 
Lffion, and fuch countries as he ffiall have acquired in 
the couile of war, and which it ffiall then be Hipulated 
to leave in his hands, ffiall be guaranteed to him by fuck 
treaty. 

4 

9th. No Englifh factory ffiall be eftabliffied in the 
;minions of the Maha Raja; no perfon of any deno- 
. nation ffiall be fent into his dominions on the part of 
k it Englifh company, or with the licence of the governor 
rcncral and council without his previous confem, neither 
iliall his ryots be prefled for any military fcrvice, nor 
any authority exercifed over them but his own. 

Signed, fealed, and concluded at Fort William, 
this day of in the year 

of our Lord one thoufand (even hundred 
and feventy*nine, or the day of 

, < 

Mr. Whejer delivers in the following minute prepared 
in confequence of the governor general’s former pro. 

L 2 portions, 
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« 

pofitions, which he thinks equally applicable, to the 

prefent. 

Mr. Wilder. I feci myfelf a great deal at a lofs in 
giving my opinion on the fubjeft of the treaty propofed 
by the governor general with the Rana of Gohud, as l 
think a matter of lb much importance fliould not have 
been introduced without being accompanied with necef* 
fary infoimation to enable the members- of the board to 
judge of its expediency. 

The Ran a of Gohud, is, l believe, altnoft a new 
name on our records. I am imirdv unatquainted with 
the fituation even of his capital, c ept by confulting 
the map, the extent of his territory, his revenue, the 
force he is able to bring into the field, and his pcrfonal 
character, are poiriis in which 1 am equally uninformed, 
nor do 1 believe any Enghlliman, whole authoiity ran 
be depended upon. has ever been within the tctriloiies 
of Gohud, toatcriuiu the:;.; yet thcle aie points, on 
which the hoaid ought to have the moll ju'nratc infor¬ 
mation, bdoic they proceed to decide on the piopoicd 
treaty; other wile they may engage in a war with the 
Maxattas, either to ihpport, or make conqudl for a 
man who has neither means or capacity to enable hnn 
to bear any proportion in the rifque or charges which 
may attend fuch a war. 

Uninformed, therefore, as I am, I can only give my 
opinion on the general principle of the propofed alliance; 
which is, that having for its object, war, conqudl, and 
increafe of territory. I conceive it to be contrary to the 
true min eft oj the Company and Britifh nation , and to the 
fundamental pol;:y of the former, and, in fad, changes 
the condition of tire company here, from a commercial 
to a military (late, that it is likewife in direfl oppofition 
-to all ottr inftru&ions, and peculiarly inexpedient at 
this time, when our treafiiry is exhaufted, thefc pro¬ 
vinces 
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vinces drained of their lpecie, when the nation is en¬ 
gaged in a* dangerous war in Europe, and the Company 
is threatened with a general combination of the Indian 
powers againft all their fettlements. 

How, under fuch circumftances, the condition of the 
company is to be mended by hiring out their troops, 
and making conqueft for a petty Raja, lituated at fo 
great a di(lance from their frontier, does not in anywife 
occur to me. I rather think that fuch alliance, and the 
me a lures propofed in confequencc, are calculated to draw 
the neighbouring Marattas upon us, to expofe ourexten- 
five and unguarded frontier to walle and ravage, and 
to involve the Company dill more'm danger and ex¬ 
igence, without any adequate propofed advantage. 

1 .mi there foie againfl the treaty. 

' ’ dchveicd in the following minute upon 
this Iuhjed'. 

i . The Ran a ol Coliud is a prince with 
i \ipany have hitherto had no connection, 
u'l \i ii >■ ii.mc, J believe, is unknown to them: 1 my- 
!e)f, i t\- -fv is, have.no other information concerning 
him, i 1 m* uhat 1 have been a!>)c to collect within thefe 
few days. I fee, by Major RcnnelTs map, that his 
capital is fituated in latitude 26 deg. 20 min. long, weft 
ol Calcutta, 9 deg. 20 min. Gwallier, the place of 
which he wants to get poflelfion, is a (Irong fortrefs in 
the hills, about eighty miles diftant from Etawa, on the 
other fide of the Jumna. From fome officers who have 
been in that part of the country, I underhand that the 
Rana is very poor, that his country is wild, rocky, and 
uncultivated; and that his army is little better than 
a rabble, ill armed and cioathed, and witliout regular 
pay or difeipline. The governor-general’s motion gives- 
us no information on any of thefe points: yet in the 

con* 
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conficJeration of a queftion of fuch importance, as an 
immediate alliance, offenfive and defenfive,'10 be fol¬ 
lowed by a future guarantee of future acquifilwm, it feefris 
effential to us to know what are the ftrength and re- 
fourres of the prince with whom we are going to engage; 
the fiEiution and extent of his country, together with 
the circumftantes and difpofition of the powers who bor¬ 
der upon it, and in whofe differences with him, what¬ 
ever there may be, we Ihall probably become parties, in 
confcqucnce of our prefent engagements. Whether the 
conqueft of Gwaffier, is the Rana’s foie and real 
object, or whether another expedition into finnalecund, may 
not be in fact the conicqurnee of c r lending troops to 
a6t with him, is in iny judgment v cry uncertain. Co¬ 
lonel Leflie fet out under inilru&ions, firft to proceed 
to Bombay, and afterwards to Berar. Inilead of doing 
either, he inarched into Bu.ndlecund, took p.uTeffjon of 
the capital, and remained there very quietly till lie died. 
I think it not at all unhkdy, that the officer who may 
comm nd this expedition now projected, wi Hollow the 
example oi Ins immediate j -’cdeccdor. There is no¬ 
thing to be gained in the country ol Gohud, or its neigh¬ 
bourhood, whereas the diamond country offers every 
temptation. It is the high road to fortune, and there¬ 
fore the mod likely to be put fued. Having no authen¬ 
tic information before me, on the date and condition of 
the R<ma of Gohud, 1 mull draw my conclufion from 
the bell; I have been able to obtain. Of courfe, they 
cannot be in favour of an alliance with a perfon fo cir- 
cumftanced as I believe the Rana of Gohud to be. At 
the lame time I have no. difficulty in declaring, that if 
all the fafts were reverfed, it would not incline me to 
aflent to the mcafure. The event of thefe treaties in 
which we have hitherto engaged, or attempted -to en¬ 
gage, does not furnilh me with any encouragement to 
enter into new ones, formed on the fame principles, or 
to follow thjit line of policy, I deem it unwife and dan¬ 
gerous 
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gerous in every fenfe. It is inconGftent with the welfare 
of Bengal jo employ our forces in diftant fchemes of con- 
queft, whether for ourfelvcs or others. It is inconliftent 
with the fafety of Bengal to fend our troops acrofi? the 
Jumna, and much more to bind ourfelvcs to let them 
reipin there at the dire&ion of any of the country pow¬ 
ers. The di fiance is too great, and the ftrength of the 
Rana of Gohud too inconlidcrable, to fuSerine to fup- 
pofe it polfible, that the imprefiions of any efforts of /mj, 
or of ours in conjunction with him, can be felt on the 
Malabar coafi, or create a diverfion that can be of the 
finalleft fcrvicc to Brigadier-General Goddard. 

• ' 

• But this, in my judgment, is not* the mod material 
confideration: the extent of our prefent frontier, to 
fpeak moderately, and without the hazard of exaggera¬ 
tion, is full as great as we are able to defend; and if it 
were not fo, a lyftcm of invafion and conquefi is equally 
unnatural, to the condition of the Kail India company 
as a mercantile body, anti to that of the territory we pof- 
fefs in India. 

What fort of conclufions muft arife in the minds of 
men at home, who are capable of judging ot fuch quef- 
tions, when they fee that with all our prefent imrnenfe 
poifcffions, and with all the revenues which we ought 
to derive from them, it is neceflary to their fecurity that 
we fiiould endeavour to enlarge them. On the fame 
principle, and from the fame caufes on which fuch mea- 
furcs arc deemed neceffary now, the future neceflity of ( 
them muft increafe with every new acquifition. We 
muft continue to conquer, as long as we continue to ac¬ 
quire. 

They who think fuch a fyftem of policy eflubntial to 
the fafety of the Company's aftual poifeffions, muft ad¬ 
mit, that our fituation in India is not only very preca¬ 
rious, 
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nous, but incapable of being fixed, once for.all, upon 
a limited and folid foundation: but I am far'from ad¬ 
mitting that our eflabli foment here is of that nature, 
or that the meafures in queftion have any tendency 

to ftrengthen or fecure it.-Mr. WheJer’s minute 

to which 1 entirely fubfcribe, has anticipated a grecit 
deal of what 1 intended to have laid. I lhall therefore 
only add, that the fyllem of which this meafure makes 
a part, counteracts the fundamental principles of the 
Company's policy, and cannot be purfued without direct 
difobedience to their pofitive and repeated orders and 
inftru&ions to this government, nor without overfetting 
a principle laid down by the gov raor-gcneral hiinlelf, 
and in which l entirely concnr, that “ Notwithftanding 
“ the fuperiority of the Britifli force in India, its general 
t: line of adion mufl be purely defensive.” 

i 

<c The terms of the propofed treaty are liable to many 
difficulties and objedions. I fhall only mention one. 
Guarantees between princes and Hates are ufually, I be¬ 
lieve, always reciprocal. There is a manifefl leafon, f 
confefs, for not calling upon the Rana of Gohud to 
guarrantec, as regularly as he ought to do, the poilef- 
iton of future acquifitions to this government; but it is 
fuch a reafon as reduces the Rana very low, and ought 
to deter us from entering into any alliance with him. It 
liiay involve us into the conftaut fuppoi t of his quarrels 
with his neighbours; but it offers us no compenfation or 
affiftance in return, fuppofing the Company’s poffel- 
( in any other part of India were invaded, nor is is it 
in his power to afford it. 

Whether this be a juft obfervation or not, 1 need 
not infift upon it, becaufe my oppofition to the propofed 
treaty, is founded on principles which do not oblige me 
tq canvafs the particular advantage, or difadvantage of 
every fpecific article contained in it. On that general 

ground 
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ground cJf argument, which Mr. Wheler has taken, and 
to which I have only added a little, without improving 
it. I entirely difapprove of the propofttion, and protefi 
againft it. 


Mr. Bar well T he general objeft of the treaty ap¬ 
pears to me pointed to the prefent circum fiances of our 
government, and that of the Marattas. It ftrikes me to 
be well calculated to give ftrength, to both the offenfive 
means we hold within ourfclvcs, as to weaken thofe of 
our immediate enemies the Marattas. In a ftate of war 
with that power, every enemy that is raifed up to their 

ftate, is an advantage to our own.-Flans of conquefts* 

acquiiition of territory, and a defign to engage the forces 
of the Company in diftant expeditions, to which the ob¬ 
jections of Mr. Wheler and Mr. Francis particularly 
point, are not meditated by the prefent treaty. It is the 
defence of thefe provinces and the diftrefs of the com¬ 
mon enemy, that appears to me to have led to this 
treaty. If acquifition of territory, or any advantage 
fhall arife from fuch a policy, the Company and the na¬ 
tion will be benefited, without any of the rilques that 
feem to be regarded with fo much appreheniion in the 
foregoing minutes. ■ I agree to the propofed treaty. 

Governor-General I had no fufpicion that the mem¬ 
bers of this government could be ignorant of the confe- 
quence, much lefs of the exiftence of the Rana of Go- 
hud ; it was therefore unneceflaiy for me to have in- 
ftru&ed them on thefe points. Nor was I forward to in¬ 
troduce a meafurc of felf apparent necejfity, with arguments 
which I know would be contejled , and the meafure of courfe 
oppofed. We were upon the eve of a war with the 
Maratta ftate ; a war which is no left the effe& 
of the Company's decided orders, than of the 
meafures of their fernnts, to which this government 
has given its fan&ion. From General Goddards ad- 
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vices it may be almoft pofitively concluded, that we are 
a&ually in a flate of war with them, and poffibly with 
other powers combined with them. Had this government 
remained in total inaction, had no meafure of this kind 
been adopted, l fhould expert to te reproached with 
fuffering the Company to be drawn into a war, with 
perhaps the firft power in India, without any alliance to 
fupport it, or to obviate the predatory incurfions of fuch 
an enemy. I am now reproached with forming fuch an 
alliance, and on grounds which will not apply to a Hate 
of perfect peace and domeftic fecuiity. Were the ac- 
quifttion ot territory, oi thcincrcafe of revenue the objeft, 
the operations of the treaty would a at be limited to the 
feafons of war. If war has taken place, or fhall take 
place with the Ma.atta Hate, the treaty fecures the fup¬ 
port and alliOaucc of a powerful Prince, whofe do¬ 
minions adjoin to our own frontier, and lie in one cf 
the principal roads through which the Marattas muft 
pafs to invade us, and the objects propofed by the 
alliance, are inch as are moil likely to weaken the Ma- 
ratta'Hate, by depriving it of its refources, and divi¬ 
ding its attention. At the fame time, the principal in 
the treaty with us, is a man whofe peilbnal interells 
and enmity to the Maratta Hate, we may depend on for 
his faithful adherence to it. He fucceedcd to his pre¬ 
fect pqllefCons by the death of his father, who loft his 
life, and tile fonefs of Cwalier at the lame time, in an 
engagement with tire Marattas, with whom the fon has 
ever fince been in a Hate of warfare. It is notorious, 
and Will, be probably known to many well-informed 
‘p^ffpqs at home, that the Marattas have made various 
attempts to reduce the prefent Rana with numerous ar¬ 
mies conduced by their moft eminent leaders, and 
once by Rag^naut Row in perfon; and have been as 
oft^n re pulfed with (^{credit to their government, and 
honour to the Rana. That be was the protestor cf two of 
iht moft important anLjbwxim charafixn in Hindoftan• 

^ ' Gauzr , 
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Gauzi , OftffH Cawn, and Coffim Ml Cawn } are fa&$ fo 
notorious, that I cannot yet frppofe any member of 
this hoard to be ignorant of than $ and there are not 
only prefumptive, but very (hong proofs of the rower 
of the man, whole (late could prove an afvlum Lo fuch 
fugitives. His perfonal abilities are equally known. 
They are univerfally acknowledged, and proved by his 
adtions. 

% 

I have laid that the ohjedl; of the treaty, and the . 
operations dependent on it, are reftritlcd to a ftatc of 
war with the Maratfas. A war, in which with refpedl: 
to the immediate commencement of it, independent of 
former caufes, they rntijl be ike aggrcjjors, ly rejtBing the 
offers of peace which we have made to them .—If after all, 
my fuppofition fhoufd not be realized by the event, but 
a peace enfue, the t.eaty becomes in iifclf null, being 
reduced to the Ample tie of friendfhip, which alters 
nothing of the relative ft.Ue in which wo are at prefent 
with the Rana ; and all the confequences which Mr. 
j‘'*'irv tvncluihs that it will entail upon us, which 
flip pole a vvai with the Marattas, are certainly more 
likely to happen from furh a war, if we have no fup- 
port, than with a provifion to avert them.—1 have had 
luch frequent occafion to complain of the uniatr man¬ 
ner in which Mr. Francis quotes my words and opinions, 
that 1 (hall make no other reply \o his affertion of 
the contradiction of the prefent meafure to my own 
principles, than that the cxpre.Tion which he has quotedj. 
appertains to a different occalion, and a different o W 
and bears no more relation to the prefent fubjett, 1 
than the difpatch of treafure to Bombay or Surac. 

Mr. Francis. Neither Mr. Wheeler nor f, Mve 
profeffed to be ignorant of the exigence of the Rana of ■ 
Gohudi but when a treaty offenfive and defenfive 

M 2 propdftd 
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propofed to be concluded with him, I prefume it is not 
enough to know that he exifts. I, for my own part, 
fhould have held myfelf indebted to the Gmcinor- 
General, as I always am, for any information he might 
have thought proper to give me of the circumilanrcs 
and fituation ot this Rajah. It is probable that 1 might 
have endeavoured to obtain it myfelf from other qua’ ters, 
if at any peiiod lince my arrival in Bengal, I had 
thought it poliihle that an intimate coiincUion of in- 
terelU between the ( ompany and hirn ihouhl c^cr have 
been propofed. When u iimilar treaty was in agitation 
with a much greater Prince, I mean Nfodajcc Boolb\, 
the Governor-General introduced t- propofitiou with a 
very particular report of his fituation, views, family, 
connexions, rclburces, and iutcrciis. The lights which 
the Governor-General’s laU minute have furnifhed me, 
do not tend to eftabliih a favourable opinion cither of 
the Rana’s character or Orength. i do not wifh to be 
connected with a man who is only known by the pro¬ 
tection he afforded to p. ifons fo obnoxious to this go¬ 
vernment. and to India in general, as Coflitn Ali 
Cawn, and Gauzi Odicti Cawtij and as to the ftrengih 
which enabled him to give them that protection, 1 be¬ 
lieve it to be purely defenfive. IJe is a hill Rjjabn I 
Conclude he has ftrong holds in the mountains, and 
that it is not eafy to come at him. Admitting it to be 
true, that at this time, and to (upport a war, which it 
is faid is the effedfc of die decided orders of the Com¬ 
pany, alliances with fome of the country powers might 
oe ufeful and neceffary. It dot’s not follow that all and 
-every alliance deferves that character. It is not at all 
unlikely, that we may find ourfelves encumbered and 
embarralfed w ith the burthen of a ufelefs ally, I mean 
|u ufe the words applied by the Governor-General not 
l ong ago, to our connexion with Ragoba, and I am 
fare I exprefs the fenfe of them j an ofFenlive union 
jvith Hyder Ally, or the Nizam, or even with the Raja 
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of Berar, If he could be feparated from his countrymen, 
might indeed on the principles of the prelent war be of 
importance to its fuccefs. The Rana of Gohud is too 
inconfiderab’e to be of weight in either fcale; but ir his 
ft l ength were greater than it is, it would not necdfarily 
follow that we fhould gain any thing by uniting it to 
ours. Before fuch a jun&ion can be effe&ed, we muff 
crofs the Jumna, and idinquifh all the fecurity and other 
advantages which the intervention of that great barrier 
affords to all our polfeflions, and to thofe of our ally. 
By the faid ait we divide our force, and make it difficult* 
if not imprafticable, for the different parts of it fo fe¬ 
parated, to affiff t ? acli other. Every operation we under¬ 
take on tither fide of the river, fo far from adding to 
our flicngth, or diftrefling the enemy, is only laying 
ourfelves open to wounds in a quarter where, if we 
ltaid within our barrier, we might be invulnerable. 
We vdinquiff 1 a fituation of fuperior flrcngth, to meet 
an enemy, if we do meet him on equal terms. I fhall 
trouble the board but with one word more. The Gc- 
vernor-General, it is true, has often complained of un¬ 
fair quotations; and this complaint I am informed, 
has been echoed in England, but 1 do not admit that 
it has ever been made with reafon; let an inftance of 
any moment be pointed out, and I am ready to join 
illuc upon it. 

* 

Governor General. I have never made the complaint, 
againll Mr. Francis of an unfair quotation, but I have 
pointed out the inftanccs and proved them to be un*> 
fair. The prefent in fiance is before us. I do remem¬ 
ber that when we were firfi informed of a war between 
Great-Britain and Fiance, I faid that our part of the, 
war muft be purely defenfive, becaufe they had all to, 
gain, and we to lofe. I do not know that thefe were 
the words, but I arn fure that this was the fubftance 
and fenfc of the maxim which is now quoxd as a con¬ 
tradiction 
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tradition to the propofal which I make of witMaftding 
a predatory enemy, already in pofleffion of a great part 
of Hindoflan, by diftant and otFcnfive operations. For 
the reft of Mr. Francis’s minute, i do not think it ne- 
ceflary to reply to it, having, I think, in all our con- 
tefls allowed him the laft argument; and I think the 
fubjed was fufficiently difcuffed in the preceding mi¬ 
nutes. 

Mr. Francis. I admit that the maxim which I have 
attributed to the Governor-General, was introduced on 
the occafion he mentions; I nev »nhelef. unde: flood it 
to be a general one, at leaft, it < .itainly <ould not be 
confined to the cafe of a wai with France, fmee at the 
fame point of time we llrongly reco nmended, and by 
our alfidance p.ornoted‘thc fiege of Pund.cheriy. 

Governor-General. Let it be added, that I at (he fame 
time propofed a nnafuie. which from its tendency led 
to the pollibility at lead oi au offenfive war with the 
Marattas, And this proportion was made in the fame 
minute in which the maxim now attiibuted to me was 
introduced; and I will venture to fay, will not be un¬ 
derflood from thefe minutes j neither from thofe of Mr, 
Francis and my own. 

Agreed to the amended draught of the treaty. 

Ordered to be engroffed fair, and executed. 

Extrad Secret Department Confultations, 

6th December, 1779. 

The following minute from the Governor-Genet al 
was fent in on Saturday lalt; and agreeable to 
his dire&ion was circulated to the mcmbeis of the 
the board. 


Governor 
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Govcrnon-General. Having in confequence of the 
treaty palfed the board for an alliance with the Rana 
of Golmd, required his Vakeel to produce the powers 
with which he was inverted for executing it on the part 
of his mailer, he delivered me a paper which 1 (hall 
lay before the board at their. next meeting, containing 
fimply the Rajah’s public fcal, and which with his 
letters, declaring the Vakeel to be deputed for the 
purpofe of concluding fuch a treaty, are deemed fuf- 
ficicnt aqd ample authority according to the form and 
ufage of Hindoflan; but as the Rana has not fet his 
name to the paper, and with us the iignatures of the 
contra&ing pa«i<as are held indifpenfible to the validity 
of all the public engagements, 1 informed the Vakeel 
of this defe6l in his powers. lie requelled that they 
might, with the addition of his own leal and fignature, 
be admitted for the prefent execution of the treaty, and 
to remove all doubt, and authenticate it according 
to our forms, he made me a propofal, which I now 
lay before the board, under his hand and feal, for 
fending a perfon on the pa r t of this government to 
witnds the Rana’s final execution of it, and exchange 
the ratification; and I recommend it for their ap¬ 
probation. 

(Signed) WARREN HASTINGS, 

Arzee fiotn Muzhar Ally, Vakeel o£ the Rana of 

Gohud. 

“ As I underfland from what you faid, that the 
tuftoms of your country require contracting parties 
Ihouid fign their names to the treaty, to give it credit 
and validity, I am therefore hopeful, and make it my 
requert, that fmee the Rajah in his letters to you, has 
allured you of the validity of my powers, you will for 
the prefent accept of a furd with my fignature, and the 
fcal of die Maha Rajah; and that a gentleman of trull 

may 
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may be fent to the Malia Rajah, that all the points 
which have been fettled here, may be finally concluded 
there, in the prefence of fuch gentleman; and that in 
like manner as I have reprefented many things on the 
part of the Maha Rajah, fuch gentleman may obtain 
iatisfafclion in all matters, and fee the Maha Rajah 
fet bis fig nature to the treaty. This will be highly 
pleafing to the Maha Rajah, and gain me credit with 
you ” 

The following opinions were returned to the above 
minute and Arzce. 

i 

“ 1 agree to the propofiiions. 

(Signed) R. BARWELL." 


Mr. Francis* If the Vakeel be not invefied with 
fufficient powers to execute tiie treaty on the part of his 
conflitucnr, we ought not to have proceeded with Ijim 
to far as we have done. The extent of his powers 
ihould regularly have been afeertained in the firft in- 
11 anee. ‘For my own part, 1 ani perfcdly fatisfied with 
the Rajah s feal, and the contents of his letters. It is 
not likely that he Ihould refufc to ratify a treaty by 
which he is entitled to, and impowered to require the 
afiillance of our forces, for the defence of his country, or for 
the acquifition of territory , \\ ithout any other limitation 
or delcription of the amount of fuch force to be fent, 
immediately on his requiftion , except that it (hall be pro¬ 
portioned to the exigency of the fervice: of which the 
Rana is to be the judge. The deputing a gentleman, 
on purpofe to Gohud, to fee the treaty ratified, is, in 
my opinion, a very ufelefs, and 1 am fure it will be a 
very expenfive meafure. I am therefore entirely againft 
it. I do not even know that the Rana s fignature is 

wanted. 
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wanted, I'he public Teal on both fides is the true au« 
thentication of their public ads rcfpc&ively. 

(Signed) P. FRANCIS. 

(Agieed to the above,) E. WHEELER. 

Refolved, That a perfon on the part of this govern¬ 
ment be deputed to the Rana of Gohud, for thepurfoft 
t) feeing the treaty executed by the Rana , and for the changing 
the ratification . 

The Governor-General now produces to the board 
tnc power and treaty above recorded, under the 
of the Rana of Gohud. 

Vide, the Book of Perfian Correfpondence undet 
date. 

The Governor-General thinks it incumbent on hina 
to lay before the board the following paper of intelli¬ 
gence, which was inclofed in a letter to him from the 
Commander in Chief. 

Extraft of a letter from Fulty-gu r , 20 tk Nov. 1779. 

“ I have likewife juft now received from Gohud, 
the difagreeable news of the Marartas having made 
themlelves matters of the fort Arhaund* (which l had 
the honour to inform you Jonie time ago was inverted) 
and put the garrifon to the fword. The fame account 
informs me, that they are preparing to attack another 
fort, and that the Rajah is by no means in a condition 
to oppofe them; his troops being not only inferior in 
point of number to the enemy, but alfo difpirited and 
ready to mutiny, on account of the long arrears due to 
them, which he is at prelcnt unable to pay. In this 
fituation of his affairs, the fpeedy Conqueft of his whole 

N country 
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country mutt be die confcquence of the enemy's pur firing 
their advantage with that bri(kne& which the defence- 
lefs (late of it Items to invite. 1 ' 


Governor General Having communicated this intel¬ 
ligence to Meer Muzzur Ally, the Rajah’s Minifter, 
he informed me, that he had received no letter from 
his matter fwce his arrival, and therefore concluded 
that the danger Hated as impending on his country 
from the Maratta invafion, had been much exaggerat¬ 
ed ; but thought it probable that the port of Arhaund, 
mentioned in the intelligence, bad been taken by the 
Maratta* j that it was firuated ii .he feu them extremity 
or his dominions, and not capable of much refinance. 
There can br no doubt that a Maratta force has entered 

the territories of the Rana of Gohud, though cf itlelf 

^ ■ 


not likely to be productive of any material conkquence. 
It appears to me to be part of a plan, which I was lately 
informed by a channel which I have hitherto experienc¬ 
ed to be of good authority, had been confulted by the 
ruling adminittration of Poona, for the general con dud 
of the war againft the Company, namely, that Nana 
Jnirnefe and liurry Punt Furkia were to condud the 
war againft General Goddard *, and that Madagee Scin- 
dia and Tuccajee Holkar were to unite their forces, and 
proceed immediately againft the Rana of Gohud, to 
reduce his country, ana afterwards enter the Douab, 
and the dominions of the Nabob of Oude, or into the 
countries dependent on Bengal*, as the circumftanccs 
of the times fhould direft them probably to either. I 
have fince heard that this plan has been changed, and 
that'all the chiefs above mentioned had united their 
forces, and were preparing to march dire&ly againft 
General Goddard. It appears however, equally necef- 
fary to guard againft any attempts which may have been 
projected againft the Rana cf Gohud, and to ftrengthen 

his 
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his handsi to enable -him the better to in concert 
with us, if th« defign, from whatever cauie, (hall have 
been fufprnded. I therefore move, that a copy of the 
treaty which it has been agreed to conclude with the 
Rana of Gohud r be immediately trr.nf.nit«ed to the 
CommancSr in Chief, with inftru&ions 10 comply with 
any immediate requifition which the Ram may make 
for a detachment of our forces, proportioned to the 
exigency of the fervicc required by it, of which he will 
of courie be the judge. 

i 

Mr. Wheeler. I am againft the motion. 

Mr. Francis. *lf the Board were dtfpnfrd to make a 
right ufe of the intelligence contained in the preceding 
letter, J fhould have thought ic a fortunate circling 
flan * ■' we had received it before any thing had 

h"> •: ..,v t included with the liana's Vakeel. The 
'a ' ’GhuTs firuation appears, by this letter, to 
* w..f»ii tably worie than it was reprefented to me. 
G:ic ot li:s forts was taken *, the Marattas were prepar¬ 
ing to take another, and the fpeedy conqueft of the 
whole country was likely to be the confcquence. If 
this be the calc, we are going to execute a treaty with 
a Prince, who may have neither army nor any domi¬ 
nions left. His army is difpirited, and ready to mutiily 
for want of pay, which he is unable to give them. If 
he cannot pay his own troops, how will ifrbc poffiblc for 
him to discharge the fubfidy which he engaged to pay 
for ours? Inftead of enlarging his territories by con- 
queft, which is the proldTed objedt of the treacy, our 
firft labour will be to recover for him, what he has. 
already loft $ and this muft be attempted by marching 
part of our army to a conliderable diftance on the other 
fide of the Jumna. I do not confider the prefent in- 
vafion of his country by the Marattas, as bclongin£no, 

N 2 or 
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or the effefl of any particular plan of operations againll 
the Company. He is at conftant enmity, with the 
Marattas, and I look upon this attack as nothing more 
than the continuance of former hoftiliries againft him. 
At all events we (hall only diftrefs ourfelves, and aban¬ 
don the protection of our frontier, by engaging in his 
defence. I am, therefore, againft the motion. 

Mr. BarwelL I agree to the motion. I cannot 
adopt the opinion, that to allow the Marattas to con¬ 
quer a country, fo near our fior.tier, and extend their 
pofleflions quite up to it, will be attended with any of 
thofe advantages which have been fuppofed as the pro¬ 
bable refult of our not oppof -,g the. ; r progrefc. The 
intelligence that has been lain before the Board, rather 
determines me to engage our government in the l’up* 
port df the Rana of Gohud, than to leave the country 
an eafy conquelt to the only enemy fiom whom we 
have feafon to apprehend any mifehief. 

Agreed to the Governor*General’s motion. And 
ordered that a copy of the treaty with the Rana of 
Gohud, be immediately tranfmitted to the Commander 
in Chief. 

Secret Department Confutation, Eec. 13, 1779. 

The Governor-General propofes that Captain Palmer 
be permitted to draw the fame allowances during his 
deputation to Gohud, as were aflfigned to Mr. Elliot, 
on his deputation to Berar. And that Mr. Tho. Short 
be appointed afiiftant to Captain Palmer, with the fame 
allowances as were granted to Mr. Farquhar, afiiftant 
to Mr. Elliot. 

Mr* Wheeler, I have not yet coniidered the bufmefs 

which 
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which Captain Palmer is going Vf undertake, in the 
light, ox; of the fame importance with that which wai 
entruftecho the charge of Mr. Elliot. Ac this diflam% 
of time, I do not properly rccollcft, whether the al¬ 
lowances given to that gentlemen, were not obje&ed to 
by me. However, l do not mean to revert to a former 
opinion, upon a fubjed fo perfonal as the prtfentj 
though 1 would wilh the allowances had been fuch on 
this occafion, as l (hould have judged lafe to have ac¬ 
ceded to, which, as they are now Hated, I muft beg 
leave to decline. 

Mr. Francis.' Mr. Elliott’s allowances amounted to 
3318 cur. rup.’per month, thofeof-his affiflants 10555, 
m all 3873. 1 think they are much too high for the 
prelent occafion *, and as Captain Palmer is only deputed 
to lie the treaty with the Pana executed, hfc cannot 
have any ule or employment for an affiftant. 

Mr. j Harwell. I think the allowances for Mr, Ellior, 
were regulated by thofe allotted to Colonel Upton, on 
his embafly to Poona *, and however large they may 
have appeared to the Court of Dire&ors, I have reafon 
to think that neither Colonel Upton nor Mr. Elliott 
were enabled to make any confiderable faving from 
their allowances. The circumftances in which Captain 
Palmer is placed, is nearly the fame, and the appearance 
he muft make, muft be regulated upon the fame prin¬ 
ciple. The difference of rank between Colonel Upton 
and Captain Palmer can be no rule to direft the judg¬ 
ment, on this occafion. He is the fervant of Govern¬ 
ment, in the fame line as Colonel Upton was, and he 
muft fupport the fame chara&er. 1 therefore aJfcnt 
to the motion. 


Jgrted. That Captain Palmer be permitted to draw 

the 
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&e Elliott, ifft. tieuttnafi*. 

Colonel’s pay, and double batta 1488 forint rupees 
per tnonth, fixed falary 1000; and contingencies, in¬ 
cluding mounchies, fervaots, &c. 500. That Mr. 
Short, as afiiftant to Catain Palmer, be allowed the fame 
at Mr. Farquar, viz. pay and batta of a Captain, 512 
fonat rupees per month. 


FINIS. 
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PREFACE. 


T HE title of this fmall performance, 
will fuffice to announce its con¬ 
tents ; the foie purpofe of publilhing it 
being, to remove the unjuft impreflion 
and prejudice which falfe reprefentations 
of fads and drcumftances have left upon 
the minds of many perfons intereftcd in 
the event. 
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MARRATTA W A &. 


T HE Mafratta Stares in the Deccan, ixt the only 
people of Hindoffan who were not effectually 
'ubdued, or who did not unanimoufiy fubmit to the go¬ 
vernment, and ^knowledge allegiance as fiefs, to the 
throne of Delhi. They are, conlcquentfy, the only nation 
note nowexifting under the dominion of the Hindoo 
princes. The provinces, or kingdoms of Hindoftan, 
were originally governed by princes, who were diftin- 
f'uifhed according to eminence and family, under the 
ks of Sou, or Ram-rajaby Ranab , and Rajah,* The bold 
:! brave efforts of refiftance and perfevcrance of thefe 
'.‘pic, within natural fafteffes and inacceflible moun¬ 
ts, which, in a manner preferved them from bearing 
' Mogul yoke, may alfo be affigned, with a degree of 
ce and propriety, as the true caufe of their mar- 
,; ng difpoiition lirice, a continued neglect of induf- 
ynd agriculture, and an invincible love of arms, 
dc, at the lame time, they continue to preferve many 
sole elevated cuftoms, and oblerve w'fth facred and 
\ luperltitious fcruples, the laws of hofpitality in 
molt expanded fenfe, towards ftrangets and each 
ucr, which, in former times, fo eminently charaCteri- 
d the civilization, addrefs, police* elegance, and vir- 
ue of Eaftern nations. 

A It 

* Lcfler characters were known by the names of Paifliwa, Sardar, 
Zemindar, Polygar, &c. by the Hindoos. The titles of Vi her, 
Soubah, Nizam, Nabob, Omrah, Sec, accompanied the Mogul go¬ 
vernment, and continue in the occupation of Mahomedans only. 
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It is with them^as in all other countries, that by 
breaking a principal, link of the chain, which united a 
number of diilinit bodies, the inafs is thrown into a- 
narchy and confufion, the union is diiTolved, the com- 
pa£t (which rendered them, as one body, great and 
powerful) is annihilated, and each of the component 
parts aflumes the prerogatives of an independent lbve- 
reignty. Hence jealoufies envy, difeords, ufurpations, 
and petty Hates arife, without form, power, or in¬ 
fluence. 

A midftthefe foreign and intt-Piine ftruggles, the Mar- 
rattas continued to yield a tacir kintj'of allegiance to a 
fupreme head, as Sou, or Ram jab, whofe "throne was 
effablilhed at Setterah. The united power of the chief, 
and his nominal dependants, were extremely great, and 
often alarming to the Kmpciorsof Hindoflan. In the 
time of Aliverdi-Cawn’s ufurped Soubahlhipof Bengal, 
they overran thole provinces, having, through mere 
dread, obtained the con Pent of the pufilanimous, in¬ 
dolent, and effeminate Mahomed Scha, to eftablifh a 
chout* or tribute to be paid annually from the Nabob- 
fnipof Bengal, and indeed from the whole empire-, in 
the lame manner as the great Auruugztbc found it pru¬ 
dent, by compofuion, to invert than in the Deccan. 
They marked the terror of their arms and depredations 
into the heart ot Delhi, and carried off' vaft treafures; 
until, by the ccffion of Carac, in the kingdom of O- 
rixa, and a chouc of twelve lacks of rupees annually, 
a peace and tieaty were concluded between Aliverdi- 
Cawn and them, in 1750. 

The Marratra revenues, taken disjunctively, were 
originally enormous. Before the ulurpation and rapid 
Heeds of that foklicr of fortune, Hydcr-Alii-Cawn, 1 in 

the 


* Ciout implies a quarter part of the territorial revenue. 
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the kingdom of My fore, and aroun&sjjt, the whole might 
have honored upon feventeen crorel of rupees, or fc- 
venteen millions of Briiiffi pound£. It is computed, 
thar, now, they enjoy an annual revenue, equal to about 
twelve millions (lerling. Their military eftablifhmenc, 
which is compofed of cavalry, may yet be equal to 
300,000; but thefc are nor to be regarded as regulars, 
or permanent troops, but as an efhbliffied militia. The 
Sou, or Ram-rajah, by virtue of the treaty with Au- 
rengzebe, and by the Hindoo tenures, has power to 
order out the troops of his tributaries, as often as the 
flute requires their fervice. It is a circumftance mate¬ 
rial to be underftood, in judging of the Marratta force, 
that it is an invariable cuftom among them, when an 
expedition is concluded, for the troops to retire with 
what plunder they may have feized, ro their refpedlive 
abodes, leaving only the houlehold forces with the 
chiefs. And when their fervices are again wanted, they 
^re fummoned by letters, directed to the chief officer 
of each village, or diftrift, fo that they are re-aflembled 
in a week or ten days. The Marratta territory may 
properly be laid to extend, fea-ward, from Tpavancore 
near Cape Comorin, at the fouthern extremity of the 
peninfula, to the river Paddar, which difeharges itfelf 
ip. the Gulf of Scindv, and which divides Guzzerat from 
the Perfian dominions, except the Marratta territory 
lately ufurped by Hyder-Alli-Cawn. They are bound¬ 
ed by the Carnatic, the Company’s northern Circars, 
and the dominions of the Nizam-ul-Muluck,* to the 
Eaft, except the province of Catac, which carries their 
pofieffions, irregularly, to the Bay of Bengal *, and the 
river Jumna, with the provinces of the Mogul empire, 
terminate their boundary to the North. 

A 2 The 


Tht Soubah of the Deccan*Bmlet-Jung. 



The Sou, or Rap-rajah, exifts now but in name. 
Nana-row, father of the late Mada-row and', Narain- 
row, and brother to the prefent Roganaut row, (com¬ 
monly known by the name of Ragoba) feized the reins 
of government, and the perfon of the Ram-rajah, at 
the fame inftant. The revolution was favoured by the 
religious Brahmin ca(| of the ufurper. The govern¬ 
ment he adminiftcred under the title of Paijbwa , or 
Prime Minifter, and the prince he confined in a fortrefs 
near Setterah, the metropolis, In this pofition, the 
prefent young Ram-rajah, and the government of the 
Marratta Rate, continue to this clay Jonogee Boofla, 
or jr.cello, the father, or immediate predecefibr,* of 
Moodajei' Bo-‘Ha, Rajah of Berat ^as a pretender to 
the fovereignry, as one of the nea< cft of kin to the con¬ 
fined Ram r^jah. And Roganaut-row was a pretender 
to the Faiibwa-fhip, even during the life-time of his 
nephew Mada-row, for which Mada-row kept him un¬ 
der confinement, until, forefeeing his own approaching 
difiolution, and dreading the crafty intriguing difpofi- 
tion of the uncle, even in confinement, to the prejudice 
of the lineal fucceJTor Narain-row, whofe youth and 
ifuxoervr.ee might expofe him to fnares and plots, 
tlv>u »hc ii oiolt .tdviuble to releafe Roganaut-row, and 
elf ct a itconciliition. Accordingly, having, to all ap¬ 
pearances, killed meaiures, and removed uneafinefics, 
he placed the hands ot the youth into thole of the un¬ 
de, and (bedding tears of joy and fatisfa&ion, faid, 
That he intruded and recommended the young man, 
and earneiliy brfought the uncle’s tender care, protec¬ 
tion, and advice to him, in the adm»n ; ftrat’on of go- 
veiiimcnt. A promile which Roganaut-row obi'erved 
no longer than, by his wiles, he could procure nfijflins, 
who cut the nephew to pieces, in the falle arms of an 

unde, 

* The light of Moodajre Boofla, in his own perfiw, to the Ra- 
jafhip of Beiar, has lately been challenged by his belt friend, Mr. 
Mailings, 



uncle, who thus had no competitor remaining in his 
own family to the Pailhwa-fhip.' Mada-row died in 
November, 1772 •, and Narain-row was allowed to live 
until the September following, 'and the 23d year of hit 
age. 

The death of Narain-row being lamented, and the 
unnatural manner execrated by the generality of people, 
Roganaut-row’s luccefiion was oppofed powerfully. Di- 
vifions became formidable. At lafl. the oppofition pre¬ 
vailed, and the barbarous parricide, Roganaut-row, was 
obliged to fly. Unhappily, he dire&ed his courfe to the 
illand of Bombay, where prote&ion was granted him, 
ii> confide ration of a promife of flattering conceflions, 
which he had neither the power nor right to perform. 

The afylum thus accorded to Roganaut-row, very 
juftly incenfed the Marrattas on the one hand, while, 
on the other, it amufed with a profpeft of valuable con- 
ceffions of territory, together with the ufual fpoils and 
fuperb acknowledgments which Indian revolutions pre- 
fented to the ambitious views of fuccefsful allies, infti- 
gated both fides to commence hoftilities, apparently 
with mutual good-will, and Simulated appetites. 

The marine of Bombay bravely fuftained the troops 
in reducing the illand of Salfette, after confiderable lofs 
to the alTailants *, while the reduction of Baroach coft 
the life of one of the belt and braveft ofocers that be¬ 
longed to either the Britifh army or the Company’s fer- 
vice, in the death of General Weddcrburne. The Com¬ 
pany felt the lofs foon thereafter, by the defeat of the 
Bombay army under Colonel Keating. Happily, how¬ 
ever, by means of the eftablifhed enmity between the 
Marrattas and Hyder-AHi-Cawn, fcveral jealoufies and 
heart-burnings between the principal and leffer Rates, 
and divifions in the Poonah Council, the Marratta go¬ 
vernment 
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vernment was, at thtorTirtie, fo divided, that they (hewed 
a ferious difpofition t^referve the friendlhip and alli¬ 
ance of the Company, * ; n preference to all other con¬ 
nexions *, provided the murderer, Roganaut-row, was 
inot fupported by them, in an unjuft claim, to fully and 
£Oiuaminate the Company's reputation and fame, by a 
$jondu£t diametrically oppoficc to the generally received 
■ pinion, which, until of late, had been uniformly en¬ 
tertained of the Britilh nation in India. 

Had the government of the Company in India the 
difeernment common even to inferior politicians, they 
Would rather have encouraged thole •'.ntnities, jealou- 
ftes, and inteftine divifions, than by a cries of ambitious 
and mercenary plans and ufurpations, and a fuppprt of 
bad characters in iniquitous pretenfions, to compel the 
contending powers, and jarring parties, to unite in the 
general defence of each other, and their rights, as a 
common caufe. 

In this plight were the Company involved with the 
Marratta ftatc, when the new government, compofed 
of Mr. Haftings, General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, 
Mr. Harwell, and Mr. Francis, commenced, in Octo¬ 
ber, 1774. The newly-arrived members (General 
Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis) entered 
upon the duty afiigned to them by their country and 
the Company with alacrity, with fentiments ftrongly 
impregnated with true patriotifm and jultice, and with 
views lblely directed to the recovery of the Company’s 
affairs from the (late of embarralTed confufion, debt, 
and diferedit, into which the preceding mal-adminiftra- 
tion of their principal (ervants had undutifully plunged 
them. After fekCting the molt intelligent and merito¬ 
rious fervants, to adminifter in the fubordinate Rations 
of government, they feverely reprehended the Rohilla 
war, as barbarous, unjuft, and impolitic j reprobated, 

in 
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in plain and direct terms, the trcafc with Sujah*uI-dow- 
la, and improved upon ic with ppmcely advantages ir 
the line of finance and military cftablifhment, in favouj 
of the Company. The fpirit of humanity, jutlice, an<| 
ceconomy, breathing in every articulation and aftio^ 
which this uncorrupted majority uttered and perform 
ed^ they availed themfelves of the extended fuperiorit] 
which the aft of parliament gave them in certain caLs 
over the other .Prefidencies, and fent Colonel Upta 
upon an embafiy, to negociate an honourable pea* 
with the Marratta court *, which was at length cot 
eluded and ratified, upon the firft of March, ijji 
under the title of the Poorunder, and fometimes th 
Poonah, treaty' 

» 

By this treaty, Sallctte, Baroach, and other di drifts 
in the Guzzerat provinces, were ceded to the Compa¬ 
ny *, they were to be paid twelve lacks of rupees in 
three fixed terms, to defray the charges of the war, to 
fecure which feveral pergunnahs were delivered up in 
mortgage poffeflion * and an extent of territory, of the 
annual value of three lacks, adjoining, or near to Ba¬ 
roach. And, on the other hand, Roganaut-row was 
to be provided for, according to his rank and preten¬ 
tions, in a private line, and to withdraw from Bombay i 
and that no proteftion or afiifiance was to he given to 
him, or any other fubjeft or fervant of the Marratta 
ftate, who may caufe any difturbance or rebellion in 
the country. 

Whether the conditions in this treaty were obferved 
by the contracting parties, whether the proper methods 
were ufed for carrying them into execution, or for a- 
voiding a war, or whether the laws of good faith, juf- 
tice, and policy, were obferved in the lupreme Britifii 
Council of India, and the Pretidency of Bombay, will 
appear in the following ingenuous and authentic ftate 
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of fads, abftradecHVom uncontefted records, Certain, 
however, it is, thaWhe evil originated in the non-per- 
formance of that treaty, and the extraordinary proceed¬ 
ings thereon •, that the Marratta government (hewed 
fevery poffible difpofition to preferve the friendfhip, and 
ko maintain an alliance with the Enolifh j that a breach 
!of public faith, and an infatiable thirlt for power and 
Unbounded monarchy, fo apparent in every meafure of 
tne Company’s fervants, united the difcordant Marratta 
dates, and jarring members of the adminiftration in 
Poonah, Hydcr-Alli-Cawn, the Soubah of the Deccan, 
the Rajah of Berar, NudjifF-Cawn, and all the leff.r 
powers of India, into a combined, determined* corn- 
pad, and clofe affociation, to refift,' vpofe, and reduce 
the extravagant views and pretenlions of the Com¬ 
pany's leading adminiftration in Afia j that, urged by 
the fame dread, the native powers, in defperation, dii- 
covered inclinations to hearken to the overtures of 
France, looking wiflifully and anxioufly with impa¬ 
tience, for the day of deliverance from the fcourge of 
tyranny, and the iron hand of opprdTion that thefe 
fads have, it is faid, been known to the Court of Di- 
rcdors, and to the King's minifters, by the poffdfion 
of authentic materials * that, by this rafh, dilhonoura- 
ble, and unwarrantable war, the Company have had 
their treafures wafted, their credit ruined, and their re¬ 
putation for arms almoft irretrievably loft*, that the 
Marrattas diftinguifhed more temper, moderation, and 
good faith, throughout this unlucky bufmefs, particu¬ 
larly when vidory gave them a carte-blambc, than could 
have been expeded from a people of a more pacific 
difpofition, and to whom the oppofue qualities are af- 
cribed charaderiftically. And that it is too evident, 
from appearances, however artfully difguifed, that a 
train of difgraceful and diftrefling events, were original 
objeds of the ading adminiftration from the beginning, 
influenced by finifter views, founded upon ambition, 

b f 
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By unabating keen refentment fiir imaginary pMelfc; 
Cnees, and by an implacable, Unremitting oppofitioW 
to every meafure of the majority in the life-time of Gef^ 
nerai ClaVering and Colonel Monlon, particularly tbit 
treaty of Poonah, which they were bent upon ovefi ; 
turning, at ail hazards. There are reafons to imagine* \ 
that it was propofed to derive lome oblique juftificadort 
or the Rohilla war, from the unfavourable effeds of 
an ill-conduced Marfatta War; 
h 

Roganaut-roW, under the protection of the Bombaf 
government, entered into intrigues, and fomented par*, 
ties and diilentions in the adminiftration of Poonah|>; 
until at length, he procured an infatuated deception^ 
upon the fimple credulity of the unfufpeding Refident, 
Mr. Moftyn, who in confequencc of his own ealy faith, 
as eafily milled the willing minds of the Prefidency of 
Bombay into a belief of what they fo eagerly wilhed. 

The Governor General, Mr. Haftings, introduced 
the fubjed at the fupreme board, upon the 28th day 
of January 1778, in a Very long minute, wherein, 
among a variety of other matters, he complained bit¬ 
terly of the filence and remiflbefs of the Prefidenty of 
Bombay, although Mr. Moftyn had hadfeveral confer¬ 
ences with the Poonah minifters, who continued to 
complain that Raganaut-row was ftijj entertained at 
Bombay, in violation of orders from the fupreme board.- 
He added, that new fources of uneafinrfs had ariien, in 
tlic extraordinary countenance afforded to the Cheva¬ 
lier St. Lubin and Mr. Bolts, by the court of Poonah *, 
one as agent to the crowri of France, the other as re* 
prefentative of the Houfe of Auftria. That if report 
could be believed, written engagements had palled be¬ 
tween them and Monfieur St. Lubm, “ the objeft of 
“ which, whatever it he, mujl if attained, prove dtjlruc - 

B “ iivi 
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“ live to the trade o]\ the Englijh Company, and to the Brr 
u tijb influent* in Imk” * 

Tbcfc being the ideas which Mr. Halting! laboured 
to impreis on the minds of his fellow-counfellors, as 
an evil which threatened deftru£lion, by the alarming 
power of the Marrattas—As a wife and faithful fervant 
and fubjeft, would it not have been mote confident, 
and infinitely more juft and political to have accom¬ 
modated the breach, and applied a healing balfam to 
the fore, by an obfervance of the late treaty, and good 
faith, than wantonly to urge a dangerous, expenfive, 
and unjuft war? t 

/ 

* 

At the fame moment, Mr. Haftings acknowledged, 
“ that although be believed the Marratta power, named 
• “ with other ftates, unable to cope with tb* Company's 
M power at Bombay, yet fuftained by tbt French, they are 
“ qualified to rtfufe acquiefcenee to our demands ; which de* 
« mauds, the pffefflon tf the ifland ofBoffeen offers, as the 
« only profpett of a Jecurity j that no obligation precludes us 
•* from demanding it, nor can any blame be juflly imputed to 
“ us, if as the Superior Power, we preferibe the terms, 

were they even more unequal than theft are, on which we 
“ are willing to rcleafe both parties, from that dangerous 
M point on which they fluSuated, between war and peace, 
«« during a long interval of two years, and are likely to con * 
“ time there, unlefs one fide affmes the right of decifm” 

In 

* Hyder*Alli having, referred the prefers of St. Lubin to the 
Marrauas, and the Marrattas unwilling to irritate the EnglUh, no 
concdjion or treaty whatfoeverwfis entered into with Mr. St. Lubin, 
and hr was exprefsly defined tb withdraw from Poonah. He had had 
partizans there who wiflied to promote his dew*. He went to Hy- 
tier- Mili, and the refufal of the Marratta government contributed to 
facilitate the treaty, and the ceflion of the port of Mangalore. This 
was, and is the fait. 
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In this paflageofhis minute, Mr. Haiti ngs unguard¬ 
edly avows fads, which in dircd* terms condemn hit 
own deliberate meafuret. The^extenfive advantages 
which a French alliance would yield to the Marrattas, 
fhould have induced him to treat upon more liberal, 
equal, and juft principles, as the moft likely means of 
overletting the fufpe&ed treaty with St. Lubin. He 
avows, ** danger to bothfidts " and a confeflion tanta* 
mount to its having been a ftudied impending ma¬ 
noeuvre in his political fyftetty “ for a long interval of 
“ two years" which comprehends the intire time that 
the Poonah treaty had exiftence. According to his 
profefifed maxims, “ the}'word and not jufiice^ Jbould dt- 
“ cide the point'of right" in an iffue in which the Com¬ 
pany had, bona fik no concern, and became unnecef- 
farily and imprudently, officious medlers. The great 
and acknowledged abilities of Mr, draftings, and par¬ 
ticularly the lingular talent which he has acquired in 
writing, are circumftances which, upon a critical re¬ 
view and examination of his minutes and general con* 
dud, fince hit return with power to India, will, upon 
many occafions, condemn himfelf, even more than the 
mafterly pens of his opponents. The art of evafiqn, 
and equivocation, forthe purpofes of veiling or difguif- 
ing the real meafures taken, or meant to be taken, are 
too confpicuous not to create fufpicions of the matters 
thus meant to be fupported or defended. Plain,Une¬ 
quivocal fads, carry convidion where the ground is 
really found, and the meafures themfelves direded to 
wife and falutary purpofes j but when the mind is con* 
feious of having betrayed truft, or is perverfely bent 
upon, and determined, to guide and enforce meafures, 
whether right or wrong, by the excrcife of power abu- 
fed and mi&pplied, the faculties of evafion, equivocs* 
tion, andconfcquently of perverlion, are employed with 
dangerous and alarming advantages in the fupretne 011 * 
eiftrate of a remote government, vefted with civil, mi* 
* Ba litary, 
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lltary, political, and commercial powers. The argu¬ 
ments and reafoningshexpreflfed in the mimuc$ of Mr. 
Haftings, upon this afrd other important fubje&s, fince 
the treaty ot Benaras, contain fuch palpable CDB,tradic T 
tions to each other, and duplicity of femiment, as are 
fufficient, without the able opposition they have had to 
encounter, to condemn the whole. And the inattention 
Qf the Directors to thefe fubjects, regularly .tranfmitted 
to them, nearly eftablifhes an unpleafant truth, that al T 
though charged with a cruft of magnitude and dignity, 
they Icarcdy ever read the proceedings of their fervants, 
on the moft important concerns of the Company and 

nation, in India, 

* \ » 

The Governor propofed a plan, compofed of ten ar¬ 
ticles, as the terms to be afked ahd infilled, upon from 
the Marrattas, and being oppofed by Mr. Frauds and 
Mr. Wheler, the confideiation was fiut off till the day 
following. Vis. 

1778, January 29th. On which day, the Governor 
laid before the Board, a letter from the Prcfidency of 
Bombay, concerning the fubjeft of yefterday’s com¬ 
plaint. In this letter, dated the 12th December, j 777, 
they .give notice of an offer made by fonie members of 
the minillerial party at Poonfth, to reinftate Rpganaut- 
fow, and of their own determination to accept fuch of¬ 
fer, whenever it fhould be authenticated by a direft en¬ 
gagement from the minifters, and to march w/th Roga- 
anayt-iow, toeftablifli him in the Paifhwa*fhip of Poo- 
uah by force of arms. They condemn the countenance 
given to,Mr. Bolts, as well as to Mr. St.Lubin, and a- 
mufc themfelves with the greater aflurance of l'uccefs in 
favour of Roganaut-row, as they expect afliftance from 
Hyder-Alli-Gawn, who profe ties a friendlhipfor that par¬ 
ty *, an advantage which, however, they negleEidie improve; 
And the Go-verpor reduced the propofiuons of yefter- 
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day from ten to five articles, without any material vari¬ 
ation in point of matter, to the following purport, viz. 

V' 

L That fuch reafonable and practicable,{ecu rity be 
obtained for the perlonal fafety of Roganaut-row, as 
Roganaut-row himjtlf JhaU require. 

4 , ' - » 

II. That a fpectfic fum be demanded to reimburfe 
the company for the military,charge, which may be in* 
eurred by that interpofuion, 

' ' f 7 ■ 

III. That the fort and diftrict of Baffin be ceded id" 
perpetuity to the Company/ 

A 

IV. That an additional grant of territory be made ad-, 
jacent to BaiTeen and Bombay, in exchange tor Baroach, 
and the lands ceded by Futca*Sing*Guiacawar, andfrom 
the pergunnahs of Hanfood, Aumood, and Delborah. • * 

• r 

V. That no European fettlemcnt be allowed on any* 
of the maritime coafts of the Marratta dominions, witfai 
cut the confetti of the fupreme council previoujly obtained . 

Thefe demands were fufficiently imperious and dic¬ 
tatorial, to a powerful independaat ftate*, but the 9 th 
of the proportions of yefterday, contained a more’ifn- 
perious cone, in thefe terms: “ Ihat theft ppapsfah be con* 
“ veyed by letter to the prefent Paijhwa ,; that his atifwer 
44 be required , without condition or refer ve, to each ar > 
“ tick *, and that this government JhaU take its final refit* 
46 lution, to abide by the treaty , as it JhaU ft and confirmed 
44 by bis anfwer , or to conftder it as annulled and invalidated 
44 by them.” 

It is worthy of obfervation, that at a juncture fo, con* 
feffediy critical, notwichftanding the objectionable part 
of Mr. Bolt’s political conduct, recorded on the pro* 

ceedings 
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ceedings in Bombay, and the politive injunctions of the 
Company concerning his objedfc in India, the very lead¬ 
ing members of that government, afforded him the molt 
cflential affiftance in his undertakings, of which the (hip 
Louifa, and her cargoes to and from China, furnifhed 
the cleareft evidence. And it is fomewhac eictraodrriary, 
that however impolitic it might prove, to cftablifli the 
avowed friend and partizan of Hyder-Alli-Cawn, at the 
head of the Marraua government, yet, as they had de¬ 
termined upon the mfcafure, they (hould certainly have 
formed fome plan of accommodation, to which Hyder 
(hould engage, as a party *, although, upon every pof- 
fible principle of good policy, the Mntatta alliance was 
a more natural and beneficial connection to the Com¬ 
pany, and more to be depended upbn,chan an afpiring, 
ambitious ufurper, whole enmity to the Eoglifh, and 
their allies, was as firmly rooted as that which he enter¬ 
tained for the Marrtttas. It would therefore have been 
the eflence of good policy, in the Company’s fervants, 
to have made ufe of their influence in preferring 
the diviffon, and countenancing the jealoufies, of two 
dates, whole jun&ion of power, (hould it ever happen, 
would effectually crulb and deftroy all the future prof- 
peCts of the Britilh nation in Hindoftan. 

Mr. Francis entered a formal proteft againft the Bom¬ 
bay proceedings v doubted the fincerity of the confer¬ 
ence between Mr. Lewis (the afliftant refident at Poo- 
nab) and Amunt-row, for the reftoration of Roganaut- 
row; urged the propriety of a Ready adherence to the 
Company’s general inftru&ions, and particularly to their 
reprenenfive letter of 12th April, 1775, addreffed to 
the Prefidency of Bombay: He wifhed, he faid, to ob¬ 
tain the right and poffeflion of Baffeen for the Company, 
“ by an amicable negotiation of exchange, or pur chafe but 
declared, “ that even his views were cooled ,. by the little 
** utility in point of revenue, arijing from the conqueft of 
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“ Salfillc * His realms throughout are clear, ludi- 
cious, and predidory of what followed. Mr. Wncler 
manifefted the warmth of zeal and duty, in oppofirion 
to the proceedings in Bombay, as having an immediate 
tendency to conSime the Company’s revenues, and to 
involve their means and reputation in dprcfs and ruin. + 

Upon the 2d February, 1778, Mr. Hidings’* pro- 
pofals were re-confidered; oppofed, as before, by Mr. 
Francis and Mr. Wbeler, and carried by the Governor’s 
cafiing vote , to fupport Roganaut-row, in dired viola¬ 
tion of the Poorunder treaty; and, with three additi¬ 
onal articles, wer&ordered to be difpatched to the Pre* 
fidency of Bombay^fer their government. 

The Governor then propofed, to take the opinion of 
General Stibbert on the fending a reinforcement, over 
the continent to Bombay, and the confequent neceffity 
of augmenting the Sepoy corps: He alfo propofed a 
letter to Madras, to induce that Prefidency to reinforce 
the Bombay army from thence \ and at the fame infant, 
that he continued with confidence, to aiTert, “ that the 
u Prefidency of Bengal is, and will be, in a condition to 
“ ajfifl Bombay abundantly , with men and money , to cany 
lk on the Marratta war? he fated the Bombay army 
thus: 

Artillery, rank and file - 261 

European infantry • 783 

Sepoy infantry - - $621 

Irregulars - - 1231 

* * 1 ^ * ) 

A force which he thought able to carry all their hof- 
tile purpofes into execution, without any aflifance from 

Bengal 

fi ? 1 

* It is confidently alledged, that the prefent ckar rtvetrae of 8*!- 
fette, is far fhort of the real advantages it yielded in the line of 
commerce, when it was in the pofleiTion of the Mariettas. 

f Vide the Company’s records, for theft minutes. 
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Bengal at Madras * an opinion which he ftruggled to 
enforce, by comparing it with the force of Bengal at 
the battle of Plaffcy, and againft the Scha Zadda j with 
Colonel Forde’s expedition againft Mafulipatnam j and 
confiderably greater, than when unfupported by coun¬ 
try powers, the^troops of Bengal wrefted the provinces 
and Soubaftiip from Coffim-Alli-Cawn, And thus, he 
affected to draw the fame fuccefsful conclufions in the 
prefent affair, without confideriog, that the Marrattas 
are profeflionally and conftitutionally, a warlike na¬ 
tion i whereas the Bengalee’s are the moft timid, irre- 
folute, and indolent part of the human fpecies. He 
might alfo, have conlidered that 1, <rtune has proved 
herfelf as fickle and inconftant, ur^u: dccifton ot aims, 
as in the difpenfation of other fortuitous events, which 
affeft empires, ftates, focieties, and individuals. Jk* 
computed the diftance from Bombay to Poonah at only 
four days march ; that the friends of Roganaui-row 
. were encamped in the neighbourhood of Poonah with 
20,000 horfe, and that his opponents, together with the 
main Marratta army, were engaged hoftilely againft 
Hyder-Alli-Cawn on the banks of the Kiftna, therefore 
could not affift againft the friends and meafures of Ro- 
ganaut-row. 

How unfortunate was Mr. Haftings, as well in his 
fecret intelligence, as in his conjectures, if they were 
fucb as be exprejjed! The Bombay army were not 
within two days march of Poonah, after having been 
about fifty days in their progrefs,* without any hof- 
cllc obftrudtion, before they were totally defeated, 
and forced to a difgraceful humiliation, and a carte- 
blanche. There was not a man in the civil or military 

admiui- 

# The expedition moved from Bombay on the 2 2d of November, 
and after three or four days flcirmifhing, they capitulated at War- 
gaum on the 16th of January, diitance about twenty-five or thirty 
miles from Poonah. 
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adtniniftration of the MfHrratta government, either iff 
thought or a&ion, ready to efpouf rhfc caufe of Koga- 
naut-row*, but, on the contrary, the whole body of 
the people, in e?ery Ihtion, feemed unanimous to op* 
pofe him, and the plan and meafure he had adopted; 
arid when it came to the tell, the Bombav army found 
fo numerous a force to oppoie their approa*. hes, that 
they were furrotinded, and hemmed in at all quarters, 
by luch a body of troops, that it proved the Marratra 
main army were not on the banks of the Kiftna. By 
this rule of judging, are not the following queries' di* 
refciy applicable t Is not the Governor General, by 
the counttnanceVhich he gave, and fallacious repre* 
ientations made oy him, by which the Frrfiderfcy of 
Bombay were not only encouraged, but juftilied, and 
cn fpirited on, culpable in a greater degree than as 
.n acceflary ? And is he not immediately and dire&ly 
anfwerable, with his fortune and perfon, to the Com¬ 
pany and Britiih nation, for all the*treafure and troops 
which have been loft unneceflarily, and the difrepute 
and diferedit brought on the Company and the nation, 
by the unwarrantable and wanton manner in which he 
forced the Company into the Marratta war ? —- The 
mode of approbation by the Supreme Council, and the 
conditions which accompanied it, as requifitions inad* 
miflable by the Marrattas, are material jollifications of 
the Bombay gentlemen, againft cenllftes which other- 
wife fhould have irretrievably crulhed. them. Mr. Haft- 
ings’s inconftftency, or whatever other definition it may 
admit of, appears in a reply to the eighth paragraph of 
Mr. Francis's minute. Hepropofed, “ to enter mtoa 
“ war with the mjt powerful Jlate ift Hindofian^wbo 
“ be conjeftured were in alliance with Fradnce^ as the 
“ means of defeating the views of France and Spain* 
Inftead of endeavouring to make that “ powerful 
“ jiate” forfake the alliance of France, a id become 
the faithful friends and allies of the Britiih nation, 

C and 
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and thus render the Compaq’s poflftflions to fecurc, 
that the whole power and force of Britain might be di¬ 
rected elfewhere, with effeCt, againlt its enemies.— 
The.Marratus offered to teule a j.ighire of five lacks 
of rupees annually on Roganaut- row, provided he 
would withdraw to Benaras, under the Englifh pro¬ 
tection. This Mr. Mailings oppoled, and by that 
means, refufed peace and lecurity, together with the 
‘ reception of about £.60,000 fterling annually, in fpecie, 
from a country with which the Company have no mer¬ 
cantile intercourfe from Bengal or Bahar. 

The 9th of February, Mr. Hafti/ gs informed the 
Board, that by private intelligent,* he had received 
aflurance' of Governor Bellecornbe's departure from 
Fondichery to the Malabar Coaft, with a defign to 
receive folcmn poffefiion of the port of Choul, on the 
part of France, in confequence of a ceflion thereof by 
the Marrams, The truth was, that Monf. Bellecombc 
made a tour to Mahe in the Brilliance man of war, and 
doubtlefs had in view, to alfift Mr. St. Lubin, in 
forming and concluding treaties with rhe Marrattas and 
t Hyder-AlJi-Cawn. But the port of Choul never bad 
been, either die objeft of' his expedition, nor the pro¬ 
bable conceflion on the part of a date,, already too 
jealous and fufpicious of European influence and in¬ 
trigues in their vicinity. 

**f- '■ ■ - 

On the 23d of February, Mr. Ballings prefented a 
letter from^ Bombay of the 20th January, on which, 
it would feem, that he founded his motion for march¬ 
ing a detachment over land to re-inforce the Bombay 
army. ~ Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler perfifted to op- 
pofe it, and protefted in the ftrongelt terms againft the 
refolves of the majority.* The Governor's double 

vote 


* Vide the m:nutei i*po» record. 
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vote, and the Angle one of Mr. Harwell, having over- 
i uled the two ikgle votes of their opponents, a detach¬ 
ment under the command of Colonel Matthew Leflie 


was rcfolved upon, to confift of 


Office! s - - - - 

103 

Troops - - - - 

6,624 

Servants - - - 

*9*729 

Bazar people - - 

12,000 

1 

38,456 


Here wps an army of 6727 troops only, and a fuite 
of 31,729 fervants and lutlets, ordered to encounter 
an unexplored country, * inhabited by a ’warlike peo¬ 
ple, inimical to rift'Cojnpany, occupying falteffes and 
dehles, and interfereJ by large navigable river*, which 
would continually expole the army to be cut off by the 
fword, reduced by famine, or pcnlhin the hofpitals. 

A letter from the Court of Directors, dated the 4th 
July, 1777, to the Prelidency of Bombay, having ar* 
lived in Calcutta on the 12th MarJi, 1778, “parti* 
“ cularbf and pofitivety confirming the treaty made by Qq- 
ct lontl Upton with the Mm alias , and ordering a fintt 
“ adherence to it \ recommending facial vigilance, vtihtlfi 
“ Ragoba was at Bombay* that he formed no plans, againfi 
“ what ts called the mtwftenal party at Poonah v and pj~ 
“ Jittvely commanding , that m intervention or /theme in 
“ hts favour , jhall be entered into, without the previous 
“ confent of the Supreme Council, or Court of Tt^rtUoi s. 
At the fame time, faying, “ that common humanity war* 
“ ranted the protetiion of Ragoba's pcrjoti ftom violence" 
No council bejng then fitting, or to fit m the rotation 
qf bufmefs until the Monday following, and the de~ 

C a tachiocut 


Comprehending a fpace of 1500 miles. 
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tachment under Colonel Leflie being under orders to 
march, Mr. Francis and Mr. Whcler addrefled the 
Govern^ General by letter on tne lame day* urging 
the Board to countermand the march, but without 
jetted. 

On the 18th March, a letter to the Prefidency of 
Bombay, drawn up by Mr. Flattings, was laid before 
the Board, confiding of orders and inltruXions for the 
guidance of that Prefidency. This letter is enveloped 
with 1j much art and fubtilcy, that though the writer's 
judgment mutt be condemned upon the iace of every 
fact, yet a perfon unacquainted with the hittory, his 
views, and abilities in that way, would be fpc to ac¬ 
quit him of having had intentions d» °Xly foreign to 
the language exprefled. It is likotfi horizontal plan 
or bafe of a rugged or hilly country, laid down by out¬ 
lines upon a, fair Iheet of paper, which deceives the 
eye into a belief, that the country is as ttat and level as 
it appears reprefented on the paper.—It lets out with 
an abftr&X of the Company’s lutt recited letter, which 
in the 65th paragraph ftrongly defires the obfervance of 
the ttcaty *, and in the fame bieatb 3 he charges the Mar- 
rat ras with an ablolutt* violation of eveiy article in the 
treaty, wuh forming Fiench connexions * and infi¬ 
nite , a firm hope, that the fpirit of the meafuie* con¬ 
veyed m the prelent letter of inftruXion, ihall have 
been anticipat'd before it reaches, by a great event 
againft the Manaus adnuniftiation in favour of Roga- 
naut-row. But, he fays, as the reverfe is yet proba¬ 
ble, they (the Supreme Council) Ihall furnifh fuch in- 
tti odious and authority for their guidance, as are ne- 
cefiary on u fuppofition that no revolution hath taken 
pi ice at Pcnnah, confifting of feven articles, to the 
fallowing efttX, viz. 




( i* > 

The ift requites ft peremptory demand of a coun¬ 
try of three complete lacks of rupees annual revenue, 
near Baroaah * and io cafe of non-conformity, to de¬ 
clare it a vitiation of treaty* 

The 2d requires a peremptory demand of the imme¬ 
diate payment of twelve lacks of rupees •, and in cafe 
of non-compliance, to declare it a violation of treaty , 

The 3d orders them to keep pofleflion of the feveral 
villages, and pergunnahs ceded to the Company by 
Futta-Sing-Guicawar, at the Marrattas have neglefied U 
produce proofs of Futta-Sings incapacity to make fucb 
ceffton . 

\ 

% • 

The 4th direds^tHfem* to remonftrate againft the 
countenance afforded to Mr. St. Lubin; the engage¬ 
ments entered into with him ; the grant of the port of 
Choul *, and to demand a clear and fatisfa&ory expla¬ 
nation of their intentions in regard to France.—And 
to declare, that the EngHfh Company (hall take fuch 
meafures as prudence (hall didate for the future fafety 
of their interefts and poffcflions. The Governor con- 
dclcended to acknowledge on this fubjeft,—“ That be 
41 regarded the Marrattas as the only native , and the French 
u as the only foreign power in India , capable of offering the 
“ influence which theBritsfh nation bad acquired in it* The 
“former having been rendered incapable by internal difirac- 
“ tion ,f and the inequality of their numbers to European dtf- 
“ cipltne ; and the latter , by the want of territorial pro - 
“ perty % or any to fupply it.—That therefore an alliance be - 
“ tween them would at once relieve all their mutual wants , 
“ and afford them all the reqmjites to difpute with us on equd 

“ terms 

* Yet he laboured to unite thefe two powers, which were /eve* 
rullj capable of aflefting the Britilh influence. 

f Which diltra&ions, his meafures have healed, and effectually 
compofed. 
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tc terms , the dominion of India , at prefent we pojfefs 

“ without a rival\ and may heat tended with calamities more 
** dreadful by the fuperior magnitude of the contefi, than that 
“ which we formerly experienced in the Carnatic.”* 

The 5th directs them to demand a fafe paflfege for, 
and afliftance to Colonel Leflie’s detachment, through 
the Marratta dominion \ and to allure them, that no 
ad of hoftility (hall be committed by the army on their 
march; and to repeat the ftrongeft afltirances of a pa¬ 
cific difpofuion and adherence to the treaty in every 
point. 

The 6th requires the obfervance qf the"Company’s 
orders in their laft recited letter,* ether the admini- 
ftration of Saccaram Baboo, .anflivafta-furnefe conti¬ 
nues, or a revolution (hould have taken place. But if 
Either adminiftration (hall direflly or indirectly , infringe 
the treaty, in fuch cafe, the Supreme Council, in vir¬ 
tue of their authority, doth autborife the Bombay Council 
to form a new alliance with Roganaut-row , and engage with 
him in any expedient fc heme for retrieving his affairs. And 
the like authority is extended , at all events, if they are in¬ 
vited to accomplifh the prepofitions tranfmitted to them on the 
id of February laft. 

IF 

The 7th is a general recommendation, having a clear 
tendency to delude and circumvent the people of Bom¬ 
bay, and to make them oflenfible for any unfortunate 
event that may arife* but it artfully recommends “fitch 
“ a policy, as circumftances will warrant , independent of arty 
“ particular intertft of Roganaut-row , whom they mufi re - 
“ gard in the great political ohjeft of our government, asfim - 

“ ply 

* What fatal confeffions were theft*, and how inconMent were 
his uniform raeafuret, to thefe dreaded conferences, and to found 
jjoiicv! 
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u ply meriting our conjideratm , and not necejfarily conndU 
“ cd or blended with them.” , 

Inftrunions and orders, thus carrying in every ex- 
predion, violence and hoftility, tantamount to a de¬ 
claration of war, produced deliberate protefts from Mr. 
Francis and Mr. Wheler, with fuch ftrong and folid 
reafons, as obviate the propriety of any other corn- 
ment. • ? 

Mr. Franks concurred in two general principles pro* 
fefj'ed in the intended letter. Firft, to make the Di¬ 
rectors laft letter, *|ie ground work,. And, fecondly, 
to make the eftabliih'Meoc of a lalUng peace, the folc 
general object On the preamble of the Governor’s 
letter, Mr. Francis obferved, u that we continued in the 
“ peaceable poffeffm of Saljette , and of the Marratta Jhare 
“ of the city and pergunnab of Baroach as fiipulatd by 


I. As to the firft article inftru&ive, he alledged, that 
its execution appeared to have been retarded, only by 
a difpute about the literal meaning of a word,* differ¬ 
ently conftrued by each party; and that the Wmilfion 
by the Supreme Board, on the 18th Auguft laft, of 
grofs inftead of neat revenue, decided the difpute in fa¬ 
vour of the Marrattas. But that having feverai other 
places in pofTeffion, and enjoying their revenues, as 
pledges, until the grants of the w{ole country required 
were made our, our fecurity was not aflfc&ed by any 
delay, occafioned chiefly by that difpute. 

II. That by the acceptance and poflfdfion of Jam- 
boofeer in mortgage, to be held until the revenues col¬ 
lected from thence, fliall have liquidated the debt of 

twelve 


* Kaumil Jamroa. 
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twelve lacks, which the Marrattas had confented.to pay 
us towards the charge of the late war, demanded in 
the fecond inftru&ion, it mud be con (trued as a mutual 
performance of the treaty, 

III . That the third inftru&ion, deciding arbitrarily, 
and ex parte, the right of Futta Sing to make the cd- 
ficm therein fpecified, which appeared to him (Mr. 
Francis) very difputable*, if deeided*after this imperi¬ 
ous manner in our own favour, would make the efta- 
biilhment of a lifting peace impofiiblc* 

t 

IV. That the fourth iotlru&ior^'fuppofed the port 
of Choul to have -been ceded HTffre French, an dfer- 
tion which had already been acknowledged, upon en¬ 
quiry, to want proof*, and that the menaces uttered, if 
anfwers confonant to the defires of the Prefidency of 
Bombay, or of Mr. Haftings and Mr. Bar well, were 
not returned, amounted to a declaration of war: Mr. 
Francis obferved, “ That the Marrattas having thus con • 
“farmed to the conditions of the treaty\ it feemrd juft and 
u reafonable, that fame fatisfa&m jhould be given them on 
“ our fide ; particularly, that Roganaut-row jhould be re - 

moved from Bombay, with a proper provijm for his eft 
“ tablijhment in a private ftation \ that if any negociations 
11 were formed with the French , we may trace them to their 
u fount, in the protection given to Roganaut-row, his re - 
“fidence at Bombay, and the continued intrigues between him 
c< and that Prefidency \ that the true way to defeat the views 
“ of France, was to give the Marrattas a folid proof of 
“ our good faith *, that white Roganaut-row, a pretender 
“ to their government, was fupported by us, we give them 
“ too much caufe for looking to France for ajfiftance *, and 
“ that the preftnt mcafures wilt leave them without a 
41 choke," 


V. M 
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V* As to the fifth inftru&ioo, after Hating the ctfa* 
tr*d:£Uon, a ”and motives, which on diffticnc occafiohs 
have been affigned tor fending an army to Bombay, b$ 
aikui, ‘ k Jf pernujfm for a fafe paffage and ajfiftmi is 
” refujed , foali the detachment, neverthelejs, be ordered U 
44 mai cb through the Marratta territory, ag&injt their de* 
t; cfarvd inclinations t Jnd if that is meant , whether that 
“ Atthitint does not conjlitute a declaration of war , 
lt uinrtjt be qualified by any ajfurances of cur pacific inien- 
“ liens? 'That fuck language, united with fuck mtafures^ 
u is an nt [tilt to common fenje , and much tco plain to deceive 4 
44 1 liter the Mar ra: las or the Cotot of Dir tilers” 


VI. On the fifth infirtiction, leaving an option id 
the Bombay PrefitknGy, whether to declare the treaty 
mfnugid, by the Marrattas, or by themlelves, and in 
conference of fucli decilion, irapowering them to en¬ 
ter into new engagements with Roganaut-row, for re¬ 
trieving his affairs with effect, he laid, “That, in the 
44 prefer/1 temper and difpojition of that Prcfidency , thete 
44 carnet be a doubt of the ufe they will make of this extra- 
44 or Jin. v y power, or that they will not be forward to avail 
41 themjilvd of it, before it can be re-called,” 


VII. On the feventh inftru&ion, which leaves the 
riefiuency of Bombay in poJfefiion of deciding as they 
Hull pleat?, and recommends the intereff of Rogmuur* 
row to be legarded only as unconnected with the grand 
political fyftem,* he laid, 44 It is a manifefi contraction 
44 to the foregoing, and to former inflrublms \ that not to 
44 purjuc feme one determinate fyfiem way be hazardous and 
il dfgraceful: That he conceived the Supreme Beard not 
44 warranted to convey fuch unlimit led powers to the Ptefi - 
44 dency of Bombay: i hat that Prcfidency jhculd continue 

D 61 fitbor- 

* Mr. Ha Rings never communicated this “ grand political fyf- 
*' tcaa" to the Prelidency pi Bombay. 
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44 fubordin&te , bt fuccejfively direffed by the Supreme 

44 Council \ and that the peace of India, perhaps the fate of 
“ the Britijh empire in this part of the worlds is invoiced 
44 in the queflior.s, are thus left to their future diet- 

“ Jtons He afked, “ w<? juftfied in refinquifhing 

“ our jttrifdiction, toca /or « moment, fuch quej- 
u tions?” And he concluded thus: “ Upon the whole, 
44 it appears to me , /lw/ the real tendency of this letter , »?/- 
** wit branding any qualifying cxpreffiovs -interfperfed through 
“ i/, /j to provoke a war with the Marrattas ; that it 
“ leeks for caufes of offence, where none exrft ; that the lan- 
44 // holds to the Marrattas is peremptory and hojlile, 

44 and never ujed but when a ruptun : s pre-determined 
44 that the caufes of complaint on whits: it urges a quarrel, 
“ are trifling and exaggerated \ tfMt the falls it refers to, 
“ are either dearly difproved, or taken for granted, with - 
44 out evidence •, and that the terms of the injlruftiom are 
44 in feme places ambiguous, mid in others contradictory.— 
44 IVhether they are or are not confflent with the pacific rc- 
44 folutions, jo clearly and pofitivdy expreffed by the Court 
44 of Directors, in their letter of the 4 tb July, mufi be left 
44 to their judgment ” 

Mr. Wheler having repeated his diffent and protefta- 
tion againft any interference between the contending 
powers of the Marratta government, and the armament 
then under orders for Bombay, as well as the purpofc 
to which it was to be employed, declared, 44 'That he 
44 Jhould not think it neceffary in future to enter into difeuf- 
44 /ions on theft matters, as the Governor General and Mr. 
44 Harwell bad taken the whole refponfibility on them/elves ; 
44 mujl be anfwcrable for the confiquences of the meafures al- 
44 ready refolved on, and fuch as may, of necefftty, follow ”* 
He agreed with the Governor, that the 65th paragraph 

of 

» 

* In jufticc, and in good policy, ihould not the private efUtes of 
perfon. tuning rtiponiibiiity upon themfelves, in fuch tlrong inltan- 
ces, whsrh, in ihe j?tter of may amount to an aiTumptlon of 
debt, be hald auoujKstye, in tejf.is thereof,,, for thecoak^uenew - 
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of the Company’s letter to Bombay Ihould be the ground 
of the inftru&ions to that PrefiJency, but he diflented 
from every other part of them, on the lame principles 
as thofc urged by Mr. Francis. 

Mr. Harwell having joined in the Governor’s mea- 
fures, the letter was prepaied, and agreed to, for fig- 
nature and ditpatch. 

• 

Colonel Goddard’s regiment of cavalry were ordered, 
on the 30th March, to join Colonel Leflic’s detach- 
nient, and to proceed to Bombay. 

Advices from* Bombay, received the 6th April, re- 
prefented every thing*in a date of perfect tranquility; 
that no motion had been made in favour of Roganaut-.. 
row, nor meafure arifen from the pretended overtures 
of his partizans in Poonah, mentioned in their letter 
of 12th December. Yet Colonel Leflic’s detachment 
was ordered to march; inflrudV.ons were pa (Ted ; from 
all of which Mr. Francis aid Mr. Wheler diflented. 
Several minutes by Mr. Hidings, in reply to Mr. 
Francis, with rejoinders and fur-rejoinders, explanatory 
of former minures, and quibbling upon words, were 
committed to record, in the courfe of this month, but 
lb immaterial as not to merit quotation. 

The object of this narrative being* redrained to fuch 
facts and circumftances, as (hall remove falfe impref- 
fions from mifreprefentations, and to (hew rhe unweari¬ 
ed, unremicted, and faithful refiftance made by Mr. 
Francis and Mr. Wheler, through each and every ftagc* 
of the ruinous bufincfs. So alarming were thefe gen¬ 
tlemens apprehenfions, and fuch their preference of the 
declining date of the Company’s finances, as well as 
thofe of their dependent allies in India, i&e probable 
wants of the nation in Europe, and the demand which 
the nation mud make, in tome (tup or other, on. the 

D 2 ../tanpanv. 
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Company, for a renewal of their charter, to anfwerth 
call of a gencn* ■>, lo much threatened in Europe 
that me records exhibit indefatigable labour and afli- 
,duity in both, and marks of nervous, clear, and irre- 
Mible abilities in Mr. Francis, to oppofe expences, 
and to introduce principles of (Economy, on every oc- 
cafnn *, and that it was with thefe vi^ws, and thofe of 
juftice, together with a fixed intention to good-faith, 
and the prelervation of national fame, that he uni¬ 
formly and Iteadily prefled, without intermiflion, a- 
gainfl the Marratta war, and every other avoidable hof- 
tdity in India; as molt confident with the instructions 
of the Company, with good polcy, fid with honour. 
Led it (hould be alledged, that thidetachment was 
not attended with an extraordinary fliilitary charge of 
magnitude, ir is pioper to aflerc, as a truth, that an 
equal number of troops were immediately recruited, 
by additional battalions, and an augmentation of each 
exifting battalion, at an imnrntc expence in advance, 
doubling, amis, and difcipline *, and that an extra ftafT, 
extra (lores, extra train of artillery, and other unj'ore- 
fetn extra expences, incident to fuch an occafion, be- 
fiucs (he dunes and actual lofles upon the ixclidrgt* 
ot remittances, together alio with the dilbdfmg irre- 
triev able inconveuit ncy of tranfporting the current coins 
wanted in circulation at home, into pans ftom whence 
it cannot icturn. Even the ddtrdfcs of the Nabob of 
Oudc were hrighteutd ; and the lx.aj.ih Cheyt Sing, the 
iduiuu! tributdiy of the Company, had a new contri¬ 
bution levied upon him, under this pretext, in addition 
to his efhbhfned tiibuic. Demands equady unjufl and 
impolitic, as they were compuiLroiy, at a time, when 
prudence fliould have dictated the propriety, perhaps 
. the nee* dity, of conciliating .the minds, attaching the 
adeitioi's, and ^curing the loyalty and fidelity of the 
principi 1 n.lives, irilcad ot dealing dil.dkitions and 
refenimems, by claim- which were nor founded on pre¬ 
contracts, or conditional treaties, but upon the capri- 

' epuus 
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cious movements of imperious and opprefTive minds, 
having, In remote as well as immediate contemplation, 
ends very oppolice to thofe which were profe fifed, 

i 

May ir, 1778. Advices from Bombay of the 5th 
April, having communicated the accounts of a revolu¬ 
tion at Poonah, in favour of Roganaut-row, * Mr, 
Francis, upon a principle that any abidance from Ben¬ 
gal would not*now be wanted on the Malabar coaft, 
either againfl the Marrattas, or to oppofe France, as 
the fuppofed connection between Nana-furnefe and 
Monfieur St. Lubin could no longer exift with effeCt, 
relumed the fubjcCt of fufpending the march of Co¬ 
lonel Leflie’s detachment, as no longer necefiTary. 
But the Governor perdfted as before, and over*ruled 
the motion. 

May 16. The detachment having marched, and the 
rainy feafon approaching, Mr. Francis urged the recall 
of the detachment. Mr. Haftings, with conliam per- 
feverance, againft his own knowledge and certain con¬ 
viction, maintained, “ That no feafon could be more 
“ happily chofn than the beginning of May \ that the 
“ violent heats would foon be over ; and that the fuc - 
“ cecdtng rains would be a relief to the troops , and 
“ facilitate the march”— To thofe who have experi¬ 
enced the rains of India, the idea will appear new and 
extraordinary. Colonel Leflie's letters, particularly 
bis private ones to the Governor, prove that nothing could 
have been fo ill founded. He uniformly attributes the 
delay of his march to the torrents of rain which had 
overflowed the country, deftroying the roads, and mak¬ 
ing even the fmall rivers and guts impafifable. Light 
troops, without incumbrance, may perhaps-move in 
any feafon, but it is not fo eafy to convey a train of ar¬ 
tillery, with ftores, ammunition, camp-cquipage, and 

provifions, 
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provifions, for a body of people not lefs than 38,000 
in number, in a tempeftuous feafon, and through an 
enemy's country, interfered with numberlefs ftreams, 
generally overflowed. The effed of the heat was fa¬ 
tally experienced on the firft day's march from Calpee; 
by the ignorance of the conductors, or the obltinacy 
of the commander, they moved out of the right 
courle, and for want of water, and through fatigue, 
between 300 and^00 perfons, belonging to the army, 
or to its followers, died raving mad. Captain Craw¬ 
ford, one of the bed and braved characters in India, 
died in that dace, of two hours illnefs. Colonel Par¬ 
ker, Major Fullarton, Captain Afh, Captain Showers, 
and about ten fubalterns, happily recovered from dan¬ 
gerous illnelfes, occafioned by the'march. And when 
Colonel Goddard, after the dearh of Colonel Leflie, 
took charge of the army, although very little pro- 
grels had been made in the route, he found above a 
Sjoufand Sepoys in the hofpital. 

June 8. By letters from Colonel Leflie, it is difeo- 
vered,. that the Marratta dates adjoining to the Jum¬ 
na, had oppofed the palling of the army, and conti¬ 
nued a refidance through the Bundlccund country ; 
that Moodajee Boofla, Rajah of Berar, had exprelfed 
an unwillingncis to admit the detachment near his ca¬ 
pital, the evident effed of diftruft * that he declaimed 
all political intereds and objeds for himielf •, that he 
refufed to join his troops with the Company's-, and that 
he recommended, in the drongeft terms, an accommo¬ 
dation with the M&rrattas, offering himfclf as a mediator. 
Mr. Francis renewed his motion for the recall of the de¬ 
tach men r, on account of the oppofition and obftrudion 
it had already received, and the further difficulties it 
would meet with. — The Governor's reply merits par¬ 
ticular attention he deferibed the route of the army 
with fo minute a diredion, and with fo pofitive a fe- 
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curity, through Bundiecund and Bapaul •, he aflerted fa 
confidently, the invitation and prefling folicicatiorx^f 
Moodajee Boofla to fend the army through his coun¬ 
try ; and declared fo pointedly the political objeds and 
interefts of that prince, that one would forbear even to 
doubt the moral poffibility of the fads alledged. Hu 
infinuated that the Marratta tribes were not under tub* 
jedion to the Paifhwa •, in order to imprels an idea of 
their unimportance, as a ftate capable of annoying the 
march of the detachment.—What mud Mr, Haftings’s 
warmeft adherents and advocates now think of his po~< 
litical judgement and afleverations, againft proofs fa 
incontrovertible pofitivp, if they, pretend to vindicate 
his intentions ? 

/ t 

Mr. Francis rejoined, in an able and fpirited minute, 
to all Mr. Haftings’s equivocations, fophiltry, and ill- 
founded affertions. — He obferved, That whether the 
Marrattas, as diftind tribes, are under immediate fub- 
jedion to the Paifhwa or not, was very immaterial, 
when a general alliance, and a common enemy, ope¬ 
rated on their interefts and mutual fecuriry. 

Mr. Haftings fur-rejoined, in terms that muft have 
ftruck the Diredors with aftoniftimcnt, if they attended 
to the expreflions, and their inequivocal tendency, by 
which he declared “ his unalterable determination to pro* 
u fecute the meafure to the utmoft of Bs power to the emu 
“ clufion.” — He fa id, “ 'That the difgrace of thofe who 
“ planned the expedition , the irreparable lofs of the credit, of 
“ this government* and a perpetual dijlruft of all its future 
“ alts, excluftve of the forjeiture of the advantages for 
46 which it was originally concerted , would be the infallible , 
“ confequence of fopping the expedition** l)o not thefc 
words mark, in ftrong terms, and diftingoj|{hcdcha- 
radters, the obftinace and imperious difpolition of the 
man, which is not to be with*held from its purpofes. 
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by felf*cvideot confequences, or immediate danger ? 
But “ a thirft for plunder, and an avidity for power, have 
“ ever been motives.of boJWity and injuftice , to avaricious 
•* men* is the fentimeni of a very lenfible, intelligent 
perfon,* one of Haftmg^s principal agents, in a late 
publication, “ Of the Hiftoiy and Management of the 
Eaft- India Company which is peculiarly applicable to 
the author’s own friend. 

By letters received the nth June, Tiom Bombay, 
dated the 2d May, they advife, that they had counter¬ 
manded the advance of Colonel Leflie’s detachment, 
until further orders. — That this ftep vas founded on 
the opinion they hai formed of the pi dent lUte of af¬ 
fairs, and their defire to refeue the Company from the 
heavy expence, and their troops from the dangers and 
difficulties of a march from Bengal to Bombay. 

By letters of the 9th May, received the 21ft June, 
they advife of having reveried the laft-mencioned refu¬ 
tation, within two days after the meafure was adopted j 
and that they had ordered Colonel Lcflie to proceed. 
But they affigned no realon for the alteration. 

June 22. Confidering this extraordinary fluctua¬ 
tion and unfteadinefs in the Council of Bombay, and 
that no motives whatfoever were aflignecl for it, Mr. 
Francis reprefented to the Board, the hazard and difere- 
dit of leaving a detachment at the diicretion of fuch 
Council^ and, on that ground, urged again, but in 
vairv-the ncceffity .of recalling it. 

June 29. Another letter from Bombay advifed the 
receipt of Inftru&ions from the Supreme Council, and 
that, in eonfcquence thereof, they had directed Mr. 

Moftyn 
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Mollyn to, demand, from \\e Regency of Poonah, 
leveral milters ordered by the Governor-general and" 
Council. — Thar, conceiving the paflTage of Colonel 
Leflie's detachment to be attended with almoft infu- 
perable dangers and difficulties, they recommended, that 
in future, any reinforcement to them might proceed 
diredUy from Madras, as the beft and eafidt mode, — 
Thus, it is evident to demonstration, that the fafety of 
the detachment was more the eflfeft of chance than con- 
du&. 

V 

July 6. The detachment having eroded the Jut»* 
na, and proceeded into the heart of a hoftile country, 
from whence its recall^might be conftrued into a dif- 
graceful defeat and retreat, the Governor thought it 
no longer neccffary to difguife his real purpofes \ on 
the 6th of July, he dropt the malk, by the firft dire& 
move towards the objedt which he fince appears to have 
had originally at heart, of an alliance with the Rajah of 
Berar, and which will appear to have been, (ndtwith- 
ftandmg the reafons oftenfibly held otir) the real objeffc 
of the expedition. The my fiery once unfolded, all 
timber concealments were either ufelrfs or impradki- 
cabic.—The great difficulty with Mr. Haftings appear* 
to have been, to find pretenaes for fo extraordinary and 
queftionable a ftep, as that of fending the Company*? 
troops out of the provinces, over land jto the oppoute 
exriemity of India, againfl the very letter of repeated 
and pofitive orders, and to account for the enormous 
ices that muft attend it. To remove thofe dif- 
jcs no aflertions were fpared, no artifice omitted# 
k1 no fophiftry unemployed. That point once car* 
i ied, and the army out of the probable reach of be¬ 
ing iccalled,—-new fads are aliened, new jjrincmlei 
eltablilhed, and new obje&s pmpofed, *^Tht wmt 
army, which originally was to have retaliated Roga- 
naut*row, and to fupport that intereft alone, is now 

E deftiiied 
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Mined t« place Moodajee BoofU at tte h?*d o£ th« 
Marratta empire, as well in oppoDtton to Roganaul- 
fowai to his adverfaries ( and the Coin pany to joi 
with that prince in invading the dominions ot their 
own ally, the Nizam of the Peccan. And yet Mr, 
Hading!, in the month of December following, d - 
dated, that this Moodajee Boofla, who was then dan- 
aeroolly ill, and exptaed to die, and who was to have 
been exalted to the Marratta lmpenal_intone was not 
the real Rajah of Berar, nor the pretender to.the Ram- 
rajah-ihtp, but the Naib, or Deputy Rajah ol Berar 
during the minority of the real prince.. In con.equence 
Ot this change in the dedmatton of •'» expedition, Co¬ 
lonel Lidie was ordered to take hisjoute through Be¬ 
rar, inttcad of purluii'g the direft ealy road through 
Malva •, and, tor the fird time, Madajee hcindia, the 
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Tilly ?. Advice arrived from Mr. Baldwin, the 
Company’s agent at Cairo, on the yth July, wh.ch, 
howevtr, proved premature, that war had been declared 

between France and Britain.—Mr. 
his original motion, and urged the necelltty, m conle- 
quence of that event, of recalling the detachment foe 
the defence and proteflion of the Company s principal 
obieft. The Governor and Mr. Harwell peifilted as 
btfote, and ordered it to halt in Berar •, while the rre. 
filler cy of Bombay were, by order of theie very per- 
fons who coropofe the majority, declaring war, and 
■ comipitting houilities, on the. fatth of receiving affijt- 
i knee ffcm Vis very detachment, which, for that foie 
purpdle, cfinM, was put under tbetr abfolutc au- 

thorny. ’ ” * " • ' ' j u ly 
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%> A* a time in confequence of ihtjtff, 

vices from Cairo, it was expe&ed that the dcfencdof 
the Company's pol&tfions would occupy the ddibera** . 
lions of the Supreme Council, to fecure thdr dominion 
and trade againft French invafions, Mr. Hidings pro-; 
duccd a laboured h*dory of the Ram rajah, the confti- 
tution of the Marracta empire, and fome remote pre- 
tendons of Moodajee Booth* by confanguinity, to the 
Marratta fovereignty. And concluded with a propo* 
fal to enter into a treaty with Moodajee Booth, who 
(he alledged) was at perpetual and inveterate warfari 
with the Regency of Poonah, and with the Soubah of 
the Deccan, with whom the Company were yet iri 
terms of friendjh»p. by alliance and folemn treaties. 
And that a Company's fervant thould be immediately 
difpatched to him, with plenipotentiary powers to that 
purpofe. 

A fyftem of policy fo contrary to common fenfe* 
common juftice, and common faith, is difficult to be 
jftified. If the Marrattas with a French alliance, were 
y knowledged by Mr. Haftings, “ to be capable of refu- 
jhii acquicfcence to” and •• objtrufting upon an equality of 
*mter % the Britifb views inHindofian what mud the fames 
power, in conjunction with theSoubah* who is the rich- 
elt prince in India, and the probable junction of the Sou- 
bah’s molt particular friend and inferrable ally Hyder- 
Alli-Cawn, produce to the Company's diladvantage, to-' 
ward the total fubverfion of the Britilh empire in Aftaf 
Mud not fuch tneafures render the Marrattas, not only 
irreconcilable and inveterate, but deaerate ? Would 
not the union of thefe three powerful dates, eafiiy over¬ 
run the Carnatic, and redore to the Soubah the 
northern Circars, which the Company now enjoy f . 
And after the rcdu&ion of ail the Company's forts and! 
garrifons on each fide of the peainfula, would not that 
United powyr confine the remaining influence; of the' 

£ a Company 
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Company tpthe Bengal provinces, and perhaps render- 
them mfeeure ? Such an event, confidering the'fhacklca 
whi^the Company have impolitically held upon their 
alliain the interior countries, and the pinioned princes 
Carnatic, would, without a deviation from good 
fa^Jl and honour, rejoice their hearts, in the profpe& 
w|ich a native fuperiority. would offer to their emanci¬ 
pation and enfranchifement. 

* 

July 10. Mr* Francis and Mr. Wheler, on the 10th 
July, argued againft rhe propofals of Mr. Haftings on 
the preceding day, and .urged the ner'flity of putting 
Bengal in a Itate of defence, recalling die detachment, 
and lending a reinforcement from Madras to Bombay, 
to a$ fiJely on a defenftve plan. 

/July 11. The next day, the fubjeft was revived and 
canvaffed, with a motion for recalling the detachment. 
Mr. Wheler deiired time to confider the nature ami ex¬ 
tent of the intended treaty, before he pofitively deter¬ 
mined j in which he was joined by Mr. Francis. The 
majority refolved on a treaty, and that Mr. Elliot be 
appointed to negociatcit. The plan was not produced* 

July 1 8. Mr. Haftings having prepared powers and 
ioftru&ions for Mr. Elliot’s embaffy to Berar, produced 
them at the Board the 18th July, and were voted by 
" himftlf and Mr. Harwell againft a ftrenuous oppofition 
by Mr. Francis and Mr. Vvheler. * It appeared upon 
thde documents^ that the treaty was to extend gene¬ 
rally» to offence and defence i that Roganaut-row was 
to be fet alkie* that Maodajee Boofla was.ro be placed 
at the head of the Marratta empire, and to be fupported 
in his.pretenfions againft the Company’s ally, the Sou* 

'* • - bah 
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* Mr. ^heler’* minute b ftrwig, pathetic, and fenfible, agaiaJt 
the treary and the expedition. 
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bah of thc*Deccan. This plan of new, hdtile, and#**^ 
rcnfive operations, which inftantly tended to involved* 
all India, was propofed and urged by Mr, Halting*, »<**' 
the beginning of a French war, ‘and at a time that all 
India beheld the Company’s growing power and ulurpa- 
nons with fearful, jealous eyes, without any availing 
and direct meafure taken or propofed, for the efft&uol 
fecurity of Bengal, or any other of the Company’s pof- 
fdlions + During all this time, the detachment halted 
at Chatterpore, a few days march from the Jumna* 
It appeared from Col. Leflie’s letters, that Mr. Haft* 
ings mull have .been perfectly acquainted with all th# 
tranfadions of the amiv ; particulafly in hts letter of 
qoch June, where,he fays, “ TbAt be will critua'h obr 
“ ferve the Governor's private irtjlrufttons, in commmuaU 
*' mg with him, one pofi before be does With the Hoard ; in 
*' ouier that he mcy have time to obferve upon tt, before U 
<\a bes the Board, &c.” Yet at theBuid, the Go¬ 
vernor coaftamly defended him, and recommended Yfi 
the Board to approve Colonel Leflie’s violent and hof- 
1 1 * attic'c upon the town and tortrefs ol M >w, under 
the pitted on of the Marrattas, although the Govern 
iior fuild not but be acquainted with the true m /lives 
of that barbarous depredatory meafure. 

Augull 17. A letter from Bombay, dated a5th July, 
was received in Calcutta the iych Augt faying, ** That 
they bad declared the treaty *of Poonab violated, and 
“ no longer binding on the Company \ that they bad? 
u determined to accept the- offers of Meraba and ether ‘ 
“ Chiefs, who bad declared m favour of lleganaut* 

“rw, s 

* t 

f To feve appearances as ht^ic, and toglofs over 
fures, Mr, Hwity propofed teveul «rwvaUipg»ati«J indfeftiMl 
modes prejpkMtoiy to defence t while, at the fame time, he con¬ 
trived at dtfmanrimg the grand arfenal of the aflual arms. A nar¬ 
rative of-tranfe&ioM in the erdiwlace department will apjm m 
fapport of this allegation 
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“ row \ and accordingly bad determined to, accompany 
“ him with an army to Poonah , the beginning of Sep* 
“ timber* Notwuhftanding Mr. Haftings’s projeded 
treaty with Moodajec Boofla, he warmly approved the 
plan for reinftaung Roganauc-row yet he reprefsntcd 
Eoganaut row’s caufe as defperate, and the meafures of 
the Prefidency of Bombay, “ as equivalent to a refi - 
fatten to do nothing* The meaning of which is, 
that he fupported meafures which he knew would not 
take eflfed, But, probably, he trufted that they might 
fave his prqjeded detachment, at the hazard of the 
Bombay army, Bombay itfelf, and f’l the Comoany’s 
fadories on that fide of India, By l> .wrs from Colonel 
Leflie it appeared, that the gentlemen of Bombay had 
direded him to proceed in a dired courfe to Poonah, 
inftead of the route through Guzzerat to Baroach, or 
Surat, as had been predetermined. 

In cJt&ficil, on the 31ft Auguft, fome reflexions hav¬ 
ing been made by Mr. Francis on Colonel LdlieN ex¬ 
traordinary delay at Chatterpore, the Board agreed with 
him, that the cautes deferved to be enquired into. 

And on the ad September, in the courfe of a warm 
debate on the ftay of the detachment at Chatterpore, 
Mr. Haftings uniformly defended and fupported Co¬ 
lonel Ldflie, and with much apparent confidence in his 
condud, referred to the event to juftify it. It after¬ 
wards appeared from the letters of Colonel Lcfl e, that 
all thefe defences were fallacious and deceitful. In a 
letter dated at Chatterpore, the 30th July, Colonel 
Leffie tells Mr. Haftings, bluntly, “ That he bad the 
Governor’s own private and pubUc approbation of all the 
44 meafures* which be bad Jmce condemned and execrated 
44 Utterly* He added, 44 that be hopes for the Governor's 
“ own reputation* that be believes the ajfertions of ignorance* 

. « mfumption* tmd rapacity* imputed to hm (the Colonel) 
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«in Captain Palmer's letter t to be true, for the following 
“ lines in fhe fame letter from Copt. Palmer to Capt. (Me* 
*« rell t fay. That my di/grace is determined on t either by the 
41 retail of the detachment , or by my fitpercefjvm in the com * 
44 mand *, and that the efforts of fritnSjbtp alone , not 4 
44 pcjfibility of my being innocent of theft charges,, protraBt 
44 the meafure , and fufpends your refmtionr This quo¬ 
tation from Captain Palmers letter tnuft have been 
very early in July, or the latter end of June. It ma- 
nifeftly proves, .that the tnoft facred trufts were facri- 
ficed to private views, and private fnendihips, as the 
declarations by the Governor's moft confidential fecne* 
tary, muft have had bh authority. * 

From the 2 ad September to the 5th O&ober, no 
material advices from* Colonel Leflie had cranfpired. 
He had altered the pofition of his camp, but without 
any apparent intention to purfue the march. The hof* 
tility committed by him in the*province of Bundle* 
cund {the Country of Diamonds) being as reprehenfible 
as the delay, and other Circumftances, Mr. Franck 
urged again, that his conduit (hould be enquired into 1 
but at the particular requeft of Mr. Haftings, to defer 
it, that influence predominated. Having received ac¬ 
counts of the death of Mr. Elliot, in his way to nego- 
ciate the treaty with the Rajah of Berar, Mr* Haftings 
moved in council, that the commiftton be continued, 
and another perfon appointed to carry it info execu¬ 
tion. 


It is a juftiee due £0 fuperior merit, to digreii in 
this place, in order to lament the too early fate of Ohe 
of the moft promifwg chara&ers, and elevated gemus, 
which dignify humanity; and to fympathize with his 
relations and acquaintances j for all who knew funrwtre 


ran 
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yielded an opportunity of admiring his Virtues and 'ca< 

pacity 
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pacity, for the death of Alexander Elliot, Efq. * He 
f<$ a martyr to pairiotifm, and fidelity to fits employ* 
Affti&ed with a diiorder peculiar, to the Hall, 
wbt$h originates in bilious obtlru&iona, and in the core 
requires too copious an application of mercury * his- 
(as he thought) prevailed over reafon, in undav 
taking a long and harraiBng journey, in the deluged' 
iealon, without the poffibihty of accommodations foit#* 
<d to his Rate. After leaving the Company's territo-' 
rises, he thicovprcd that Governor. Cheyalier, who bad 
Secretly eleaped from Chaadernagore, was poriumgthe 
fame route, before him. Knowing die ambitious de» 
ligns of that man, and the accurate knowledge be had? 
acquired in the politics of India, the •*’fuggeitions in¬ 
flated Mr. Elliot to endeavour, au!' events, tofeize 
his perfon, dreading chat his liberty and arrival in* 
Etapce jmight.be attended with the word conlequences 
to the Company's affairs, and the views of Britain, in 
India, He moved on by forced and fatiguing jour** 
pefS, ftiil tracing and approaching Mr. Chevalier.*— 
llfifortunatelv, when he bad the chace in view, one of 
the Jaqge fivers of Catac, pbftrtt&ed his progrels, by 
a fudden overflow of its waters. Zeal and refolution ac¬ 
tuated him, regardlefs of the date of his body, and 
the medicines which he had ufed, and the exertion of 
ftiength and a&ivity which the (lemming of a ra¬ 
pid Aream required, he undertook and iucceeded, in 
fWimminjJ over the river, with a few of his attendants 
andfepoys.—lie found Mr Chevalier ar the metropolis 
of Catac; and although dcorted only by a company of 
fepoys, he claimed the perfon of * Governor Chevalier 
lrom^thc Ksyah, with fuch lenfihle m o manly argu-* 
inents in fop port thereof, that the Rajah yielded to Mr. 
Elliot's eloquence, as fuperuir to that of Mr. Chevalier, 
Mti ftii tendered him up. As Mr. Elliot had but a 
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M efcdrt, ifcid the tongeft and moft dangfctoui pit 
of Ms journey yet to encounter, he could not, without; 
Sacrificing the objed of his commifiion, return a guard 
to conduit Mr. Chevalier and his companion Mr, Mo* 
ncron to Calcutta % therefore he engaged their ptroka 
in writing, to furrender themfelves as prSfonees of war 
within a limitted time, to the Governdr-general. -4 
Mr. Chevalier and Mr* Moneron performed their eti* 
gagements i Mr* Elliot purfued ma route for Berar* 
and died a few days thereafter. Thus, i>y an eftettion 
worthy of Mr. Elliot, did he lofe hia own life, the Cdny 
pany a moft able and faithful fervent, and his Country 
a loyal fubjed,* And Mr, Hafttrtgt, with oppofii 
fentimenta, accommodated his friend Mr. Chevafitf, 
with a fafe and fpeedy paffage to Verfaifles. A mode 
of conveyance which Mr. Chevalier could not have at* 
thieved in thrice the time, if at all, had he been fuf* 
fared to wander through the interior of India so dif* 
guile* 

On the 7 th O&ober, Mr. Hidings withdrew hi! 
motion for continuing the commiflion, and tending 
another perfon to execute it » but he perfifted, not with* 
(landing, in forming the alliance with Moodajee Boot 
la. Although he bad difeovered, and, in confeouencd 
thereof, declared, “ Sf bat it was always mere ffvanta* 
u pons st waif for fiHcitatitns , than St Wake advances” 

The new inftruftions new propofed for the thareft 
of the detachment, will be fourid to deferve particular 
attention. # The tendency of them was, that the de» 
tachmem (htwrld be left under the orders of the Pred*' 
dency of Bombay, for the exprefs pufpofes of fop* 
porting any plan or defign for the reftoratsdn of Bo* 
gaaftiMow^ and to provide for the immediate fkfetf 

F of 
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of Bombay, againft a French invafion. Upon thisoc* 
Cafion, Mr. Haftrogs, lor the Brit time, avowed adif* 
troft of Colonel Leflie, with an indirect proleffion of 
an intention to remove him. 

* 

OStober it. However important the fubje&, con- 
fidenng the charge and power with which Colonel Cefc 
lie was intruded, no resolution was taken to remove 
him from the command, until the *uch Odlobcr.— 
Mr. Halting*, upon that oCcaflon, informed the Boaici, 
M That it had km the will ef God to hUft his drfyps by 
“ means which no huntan prudence could have forefeen, and 
“ agasnjt which he bad therefore provided no rtfource 
Yet he affirmed, w That tbeeffeSs of the detachment will 
u jttU'anfwer bis mft f anguine hoph, aid that the meafurc 
M itfilf is as advifeable now , and n r# fi, than when it 
41 was fifl adopted** Mr. Francis, 'with his wonted 
seal, by a moft able minute, urged againft meddling* 
dire&ty or indirectly, in the differences and pretenllons 
of the Matratta chiefs and muufters amongft chem- 
felves. * “ lie briefly recapitulated his continued and 
invtfiaSle opposition to a caufe, and meafures, fo in* 
confident with found policy, and the real interefts and 
Security of the Company’s poffelfions and trade, through 

every 

* The,Company^ pofitK e injun&ions in the general letter to 
Madras, dated z7th Jape, J170, sgainil oJfcnfive and officious alli¬ 
ances, are peculiarly adapted 10 the leimments exprefled by Mr. 
Francis, via. " We have only fare to enjoin jou, to avoid, at much 

** a* tnjwn lies, farming parties m any dfintt between the powers 
“ so India } and 10 pay the mjt Jh-.fi obtiitnte to Cur orders t fir 
“ tonhmng on? viewts to ear frqftnt pejfiffitns ; the peart and Jo - 
u storm of which art the nmojt Jeope of ear vttjhcs, as they will 
“ njctjjauly Uni to advance the amrnei real and vital mereJU ef the 
** Company 11 

Mr. Hastings wasfecond in Council it Madras, npon the 18th 
Apiil, 1771, when this letter was quotedio dear and facia^dory 
jui ifeuuon of the ienuments and conduct of that Board, and, for 
‘tut purpole, entered upon thur proceedings. 
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every fucceffive ftage thereof. He ftaeed the t diftifc<> 
p^mrtien^hpd failure in the pretended fbpport of fyU 
ganatn-roW fend his partizans, their difperfion, and the 
impriTonment of his principal adherents in Poonah.— 
That, by advice from Colonel Lcflie, the detachment, 
in four months, had only •marched no miles, at the 
etpencc of ta lacks of rupees, or 3 lacks per month 1 
that they were oppofed by a numerous body of Mar** 
rattas and natives, $ and chat they had yet above a thou*( 
fand mdes to match over/ 1 Mr. Francis then defined in¬ 
formation onfeveral interfiling points—How money was 
ro befupplied ?—how provlfions were to be conveyed* 
—what probability‘there was, that the Rajah of Berar 
would receive and entertain them as friends and 
give them a pafiage through his country ? or even, ad^ 
mitting theft faffcs to be relol ved favourably, “ Whether 
Mr. Ballings believes confidently, that if the army {halt 
meet with no interruption in its march, it will get to 
Bombay, in time to afford relief to that place, if it Hull 
be attacked, or that an attack had been preconcerted by 
the allied forces of the French and tne Marrattas 
It is a truth well known, that k is with violence CO 
themfclves, and difficulty to their officers, that fea* 
poys will embark upon the fea, if at all. If the arm 
had marched, as was originally intended, to Barqach 
or Surat, which arc in the Guzzerat country, their dif*' 
tance from Bombay would not only be very grqat, but 
more difficult, by reafon of almolr inacceffible defiles 
and paffts between hills, and the entire fpace inhabited 
by a numerous martial people, in that degree that they 
could not yield more fpeedy fuccours to Bombay, than 
if they west cantoned m the Bengal provinces. 

Oftober 19. Chatterporr, which is the capita! ftf 
Bundleeund, is firoate near the weftern confine of that 
province. Its difiance from Calcutta may be computed 
at twenty days ordinary journey for a native courier. 

F 2 Here 
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Jfterc thp detachment had long Jain. Col Lcfllc , i l«ft 
to 'its laid 'kfere the Bo*rd pjon the nth QQa>* 
fah wherein he ftited the capfei which retarded ml 
march, end accounts for his not having being here#* 
fprt Uffore explicit in his communication tathe Bqaid, 

** ¥nt be bad fvmijbed Mr. * fc W* 

a ^wn fpecial defire* a particular journal of occurrence}, 

M and therefore bad truftedio him for fu(h explanation} dp 
** the Board might defire to know.** The Colonel expreffed 
|io apprehenfioo of Mr. Haftings’s refehement, or qf any 
effects it could produce \ but* on fth contrary, few 
him at open defiance in plain terms, and refuftd to )ioid 
private eofrefponelencp with him "any Jqpgef. 

O&ober 22. The Governor ha tag received inti¬ 
mation of the death of Colonel* Le (kit Cbatterporc, on 
fhe jd 0 &ober f laid that information} and the Colo- 
private letters, before the Board, on the 2ad \ 
although the event had been known in the na#ye cur- 
M Iftof Calcutta, and therefore to the Governor, mod; 

probably, (everal days before *, and it is a general con- 
^ je&ure, that the impofUbility of his recovery was effec- 
» ttfatty eftablifhed as an inevitable confequenpe, in the 
Governor’s mind, at the time he confented to his dil- 
taifflon from the command of the army, qn the nth 
i f&eber. 

November 2. Colonel Goddard, as fecond, having 
Receded' to the chief command of the detachment, 
\ f Ipe death of Colonel Leflie, he adviied that he 
, J fNmft the military treafure-cheft empty j that he was 
Obltged tp dmw bills for the fubfiftence of his troops •, 
*hat there fere tipwardi of $ooo ftpoys in the hospital •, 
. Odd that { under theft incoqvenieftcw, he had, nptwith- 
|andi%, prodded on pis ia*rch to Sapur. 


On 
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On the mh November, tib« Governor pnmdftloj* 
arrangement for iiimpijftng foe detachment witnia^t^ 
by remittances to mgpoto, thd capital of Bersr.<Hff 
it w»s not intended that the annf Ifaafl halt in ikk 
country, the mcafum was ablurd, becsufe if the d& 
tcchment was so march without interruption to Boot* 
fc*f» it would be amved there before remittances from 
Calcutta could reach Berar. The oropolkion cxprcfled 
itt immediate want of money, ana to receive it in two 
months from this date, at l place confiderably more 
than a thoufand miles from the place of deftioadon* 
One would almoft fuppofc, that this proportion mmM 
deliberate purpofet to wa&e the Compands trearaw* 
in the fame manner as the original expedition kmtA 
calculated to coafun&e their army. * 


November 6. A private latter from Colooel Cod* 
dard, of the aid October, with others from Moodijbu 
Boois and his mimfters, to the Governor, were laid 
before the Board. The Governor propofed to renew 
the negotiation with Moodajcc Boofla, on the pritaci* 
pies of Mr. Elliot’s inftrtafhons i although it was but 
upon the 7th of laft month, that he had declared, ** U 
** would be mere advantageous to watt far foUdtatiotiLfkm 
** to mkt advances." And he propofed, that CdM 
Goddard have charge of the negociation, With foil 
powers u> conclude. 


Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler oppOfed the 
but it was carried agamft them.—They then obpfcg 
to the private correfpondente carried on betwfeafoe 
Governor and the commanding enters of the Com* 
party % troops, thus detached out of the provinces, with* 
out any fixed defoliation, or principle pf a$km,-*The 
private mode of correspondence, lb uaiverfatly exa&ed 
n»d pra&ifcd by Mr* Haftingt, with foe commanding 
Officer pf she^m|climent, ought to be as much an of 
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jed of confideration, as it certainly was of fuipicton. 
Olfee members <Mcmd w&fegreat jtif 

SSfrev **> ¥bat it was very difficult and difireffing b theft 
** members of council^ who di/approve if fuck a proceed* 
w i»i 0 to exprefs their difapprobatim of it, & ttrm* 
do not impy perfomt diftruft of their Prejident> 
W&here was no language (be /did) in which 'a total 
iftyant of confidence in bis perfonai honour and verd* 
H city can be conveyed, without a direct affront to bim** 
Mr. Francis, in his minute of this day, objeded 
00 the continuance of this correfpondence, in the 
mod guarded and moderate terms, and more with a 
View to exculpate himfelf, than from any hope of in- 
ftuencing Mr. Haftings*s condud.*-The pradice is fo 
evidently wrong, and fo capable pf bging dangerous, 
•nd alto open to many obvious 111 conferences, that it 
jheeds;no illuftration.-t-By the private fetters which Mr. 
Hading* produced on the 2 id Odober, (which, may 
have been feledcd, as his private letters to Gdfenei 
jl&fifte were not laid before the B6ard) it appeared that 
J^ poflelTed material information' in many inftances, 
which nought to have had dittd and immediate com* 
mtmfeation to the Governor-general and Council. The 
fetferof^Gth July in particular, eftablifhes two very 
SfeMrfting fads, id, That, whereas Mr. Francis ap» 
Jgiai* on the face of the confutations, to obferve Colo¬ 
nel Leflie’s condud with attentioo,andto cenfure it 
with Tome degree of feverity, while Mr, Haftings con- 
ftanrly fppported and defended him; it is neyerthelefs 
jtrpe, that at lead fo early as the end of June, Mr. Had- 
ings muft havethought infinirely worfr of Colonel Lef- 
Jie\condud, thaneven Mr. Francis,/whohad no light 
to guide him* but the public letters, idly. That where¬ 
as Mr. Haftings, about the end'of Jpne,, if not tooner, 
muft have conceived the very word opinion poftible of 
ColpnelLeflicjbe took no ftep to remotfcrhimiroin die 

tU.probabi- 
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hty,. he yr*f thoroughly afibred that there was tm^oiP 
biiity of tua recovery, if his intelligence did not amodOV 
to a certainty that He was then dead.* So that^ in hid 
own principles, he rouft have left the conduct of this 
moft important interprize in the hands of a man, whom 
be (foes not icrupk to accufe of gneranee, pnfumptua^ 
and rapacity. 

A motion wa$ fent in circulation by the Governor, 
on the 2gd November, to revoke the power delegated 
on the 15th O&ober, to the Prefidency of Bombay, dt 
commanding the march and route of the detachment 
Mr. Francis and Mr. Whcler protefted againft it, 
not only incontinent^ with all the principles hitherttf 
avowed, and with the oftcnfiblc objedh heretofore pro-' 
pofed to be accomplifhcd by the expedition, but as not 
correipondiog with, or capable of being juftiffed, bf 
the radons affigned for it* Let the diie&ion of tbst 
motion, and the reaipns in hipport of it, be compiled 
with the language held by Mr* Haftmgs, on the ta# 
O&obcf Uft, when hi violently cenfured the Prefidency 
of Bombay, for not puflung matters to extremity againft 
the Marietta regency in favour of ROgsnaut*row, v mit| 
how much pains he took to fix refponAbility upon them 
for paft and future mifcarriages in the operations of 
the detachmenr: He Uid, “ They have done mtbwg* 
41 ‘They have attempted nothing. They have neither avail- 

* d 


* This circtunftaoce will admit a feme fufpgum, and Imply * 
dangerous connivance. it ftrpagly implies u confidence of Co&r 
nel Xeflie’s death, before tjic accounts of Hts diimifSon from ||uet 
command could reach Chatterpore. A violent man, impfd&dwkh 
refsntment, and wounded by his difgrace, would he too apt to 
biab dangerous truths. And thefe Atfpjcioh^are heightened by the 
mep«ce and defiance which are pretty plainly couched in his tans 

(taunt, 
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From$e 15 th November to the * rft December 
Board received but one letter froth Colonel God&Pit 
dated the 5th November, by which it only appears,^** 
he Was engaged in hoftilmes with Palagee Pundit, who 
hat rafted his march with 5000 Mtrratta hoife; and, on 
the lame day, Mr. Haftings produced a private letter 
oi *he 16th November, from Colonel Goddard to Urn* 
ft . The detachment was then at Beerfea, *5 co<|» 
or 50 miles from the Narbudda 1 his march ftdlimcr* 
>oted, and his*fuppllts out off by Palagce Pundfe Hi 
s, that he had received friendly letters from ffooda* 
v Boofla, but that 11 was plain he would rather feme 
. ^reemcnt was entered into for his fecunty, before gh& 
aimy marched into his territory. An evident mark of 
diftruft. ” • . 

m 

v 

On the fame*day, Mr. Haftings produced the copy, 
if a letter from Moodajec Boofta to Colonel Goddard* > 
dated the 23d November, which had been [forwarded 
Uired from Nagpore to Calcutta. He lays before Co* 
lonel Goddard, in the ftfifcogeft colours, a detail ot thO 
preparations making by the Poonah Government, to 
oppofe his march, and of the dangers and difficult^ 
which he muftcxpedfc to meet with.* He dechoeijot&t, 
ing him with a body of his troops; obfervieg tpi k 
would produce no good effed, but would rethove the 
veil from the bufmefs, and leave their defignoejcpofed» 
that it would deftroy the friendship eftaMnned between 
him and the Paiihwa, and the Nizam-ul-Muluck, Sou*» 
bah of the Deccan, andexpofc his dominions to the la¬ 
vages of the armies of the Deccan and die Paiihwa, %' 
Berar and at the GautsT; Finally, he IcMIea CoJondr 
Goddard to write all thefe particulars to Calcutta, 

G, .fait 

Colonel Goddard^ expedition moft have failed. 
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yait #or orders from thence, and until tfeir arrival, to 
pntmue on the banks of the Ntrbudda. Jn*the roeafc 
w recommends to Colonel Goddard to Write an 
amicable letter to the Paiftiwa, to defwc a fafe paffams 
tftr^gh his dominions to Bombay, with affurances that 
fit march of the detachment had no other objeft than 
to ftrtngtheo the place again# the ddigns of the French. 
After this explicit explanation, by the Rajah of Berar 
? * c qMcftionahle, whether Mr. Haftings did not, in 
f***} f^ s tyjfincfs, urge and Simulate the peo¬ 
ple Ihtotapbay, to force on a Marrattawar at all events, 
m * undertake the wild and raOi expedition from 
. thenc* to Poongh, let the event b« yver fo fatal for 
the eyprefs purpofe of drawing th< <*»j n force and at¬ 
tention of the Marrattas to object only, and by 
thtt^means to freure the march of his own projected 
detachment in fatety, and without fpoleftation. An 
|M-which the defeat, of the Bombay army, and the 
Jwfron of Pondicherry and Mahe, actually produced. 
This allegation involves a heavy charge, J n the defeat 
pf the Bombay army, the difgracetql condition to which 
fhey were reduced, and m the violation of public faith 
tht Company‘and tjie Britilh nation have fubtomed to 
an indelible Bain on their fame, in ijvery honourable 
£nfe, which time will, with difficulty, b? fearedy able 
to ptyitprqte, • * 

' : ; After 


,■I^*^** n WC ? *^ e pinion conceived of Eaglilh 
faith, as the iuft and amicable difppfhion of the Poonah Govern 
wot, an'ablM from wo letters, written by the Paiflwa to Go-’ 

S rnoi Haflings, received in Calcutta on the 7th and uth Decern. 

r current, referred to in the Appendix, A, No. 4, and 5, will ap¬ 
ply alio in this place at notes. . 7 f 

\ r a * 1 *!* 1 STTBR. 

M call God to witnefs, that out of regard to the ffiendCun and 

t ft w °f C<Mn ^ an4 ** JM* Chiefs, r sfi 

M the French Envoy, without negotiating,' or even converting wit]* 

«• him. 
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' Aft^^firbclt^jng ftu» copy of % life ft#> 
jfae feofla to Coloriel Goddard, Mr. HaftSngs infenw^ 
the^oard, that Moodajcc BoofU, ootwitfcftanding atl 
hi$ former a&rtioas* and declaration in Ms oraife and 

favour^ 

* 

•f hint —1 have lately heard, that Jbjne of yotfr people (Cbldotel 
** Leflid) have hoftihply pofiefjfed themfejves of the fort of Calpfe, 
“ which belong* totrnagovernment. This meafepe ia widely r$- 
" ihoved from the faith of the folnrain treaty executed typjn Eug- 
11 li(h. When the Governor of Bombay, in former pet 0^ 
“ the maDc of friendftup, For the pprpofes of deedh, and aiaf^cJpi 
** enemy of this government, i egarding pd f Sir, as fepetior lb* 
44 all the other chiefs, 1 made peace and frkjndflttp withjw, and 
“ thefe are the frul^.produced by due friehdlhip " , 

44 You write, that the maintaining of friend ihip and drift union. 
“ between our JUtes, is yodr lefolve. ~ fa it, in effedt, for thp pits' 
° fervation of frientHhip, that you trouble the dominions of tfcjl 
“ government? — Such a mode of conduct isjnconiiftenf with thd 
“ maxims and ufages of high apd illunrious Chiefs. It is mutually 
** incumbent on us, to prdervp inviolate the terms of the tpsatn 
fl Should any deviation arife thefein, they arc the efteQsof the will 
44 and difpdnfition of God.” 

SECOND, letter:. 4| , 

“ It is univerially allowed, that there is nothing in QMS W0t« 
41 more excellent than friendlhip and harmony, which Are feidEngs 
* l to mankind in’general. The maintenance of every aftideof the 
u treaty, is equally irfeumbent on both parties* It is nO^ltbulamd 
‘‘ in any article or ,the treaty, that either party may^fcnd forcqs 
through the dominions 6f the other, without conftfltmg him he- 
“ fore mind; and caufe trouble and dfftrefs tOThe beople.^ Td 
tf what rule Of fri&ndlhipean be Attributed the Rationinggarrifonr 
44 in the country of the other pan/? «What.ha? happened,' 4* 
f< thdn agreeable tO^ndiffi faith In bfoof of this afl«t%n f be 
** jt obferved, that Colonel Leflie has kept with him Roganauts 
4< few’s vakeel, and, in conjunction withhim, eolielts money frflsi 
44 the dominions of this government, by intimidating its futyefb, 
*' This being the cafe, whaf becomes of yotfr atfumnees bhfo&re- 
41 cited?'* — Afief recapitulatingmahy abufei and circajniUfucei; 
With juft reproaches on tl»e wont of < adjmniftering Urn Gomptn/i 
governmem in Calcutta and i«bay, he concludes && -* u li 
44 it tbufiffMt* of•wtikdrmit pur troops into 

'* pur *wV Itrrlby. Tt&t 4SM kit wntiutiuf fntf qftkjfceei 

" 
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^ 6f iera*i the 

Nwb r4j|» or deputy, during $ minority i ami that* 
bf w^f$pn at the point of death. * * 

(f, Francis'finding that "all this important intelli* 
e was not followed by any motion from the Gover- 
propofed two. quffefts to the Board. “ firft^ 
at it appeared that MMfjee Boc^i was not kciu&t 
to join Colonel God&atid •**-&xoodly, That it was Mo®** 
daiee Bella's opinion* that the continuance of Cafe*** 
nel Goddard’s pitfch would he attended with the great- 
t&^fcultfes and danger*." The objeft of tbefeqfcsf* 
tea appears evident, if they hat’ been refolded hr 
the negative, by Mr. Hatting# and Mr* Harwell, to 
Ufre ten to eftabliffi the affirmative, as a ground for, 
idling the detachment, or fending k along the Nar-r 
budda to Baroach. 

\ * * 

^By'Mopdajee Boofta*? Setter of the 13d November,. 
k is fioguWly manitMt, that, on that day, or any dap 
before, he had not entertained even a remote idea of 
braking with the pobnah' Gternment; that he was 
i&nfteo for the ftfety bf hi? ovya country and very 6 e % 
terniined not to join Colonel Goddard, and unwiUipg. 
fcri aUow the detachment to enter his country under any- 
mjtot H? fpeaks the language of a man of fenfe, 
aipf Hli^vte aftd ittefentrfacta and apparent cir- 
cumftAnces like, a candid friend, and a lover of huma¬ 
nity nnd lattice. But hie' letters difeover no appear* 
df that ktttpfd fimr chafer, which Mr. Haft- 

' v* 11 in Os 


u ri# *fje&fxim&Tpi **4 wUJty*d tinf*mt pod 

11 tboougtom tbt ttntsmj*, Sromtint ofiht govern* 

** itft pruaiu wb **nj of 

** % Chi *P */*&* $¥ **4 km n®m More mtm** 

* sMitteh a wm a S with, J&wtey one* cvtSr, to tpapte* 

* fc ti t*vited*n tecfctsfte*** waning to* 

duties -of fueauflup aad alliance. 1 he blame reftspvitkyQn.'* 
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iftgi, * (wfe| detofisc ^ 

him, in his letter to ,Dlv>*gec Poo«wAt, RmaMt 
mftcr, on the ajd November, smswbdk' 

"Jpmt and bravery" on which he {Mr/HfelShg*} $mh' 
feffad to reft h»* b<xpr$, u 4&4t be i 
*f ike okjt&s preferred to bn View* And though k tt&fi 
beftri&ly true, as,Mr. Waftmga $ud in the toe hptov 
h (be vgM'tf bU *m w^fK bebsdidmm 
" from the mam Sm 4pMcy^M mtffa&mht&to$*4frM 
M to m Us fitwaiiw wm ban f waited fm jSfyfapt 
« timf* It does not appear that ah his tdvaaa*^#*# 
the flauartug 6fg«& pretented *te hk aftoion, 4tor 
produced either *r> ardour, or a^tooorabla impse&^ig 
on aba mind of Woodajee Boo&u * A** 

i 

But If, ato all, Moodajee mak be «ot ( <$* 
Rajah of Berar, it remained to be coniufered, whedwd. 
the *Me Of Berar could brtottid by any a&of.lito 
crwbwfcef-the ail»ttoe, oidj£to*nd defty$*«* which* 
Colonel Goddard was chromed toJbrm wkhdto id thee 
terms of Mr.*6UioPs conwiflto toM be conctod^d 
with honour and ta&tjMO the Company, when jt met 
previoufljr <adt»MM that one of the parties badoi 1 
tight in4 own period* and the ebasmer in leUdvie 
appeared^ to conclude iuch ailianoc. * ¥t t 


' * 


On the 28th December, the GoveMs m owed*im 
council, that two battalions be ordered from the bar* 
racks in Cateutsa/t* patjer the ctomaod of Ma$ ’ ~ 
mac,>to reinforce Coipne) Qoddasti, in order toJ 
alMeffes which the detachment had fof&rcd bf€<, .. 

' hdBflM 
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£»fe^id<!}»/!,'»Ddbftl!slengdi of their tli# 

the? ibduld proceed to the weftern fiSontldr df Pal la- 
Iftoro, > 0 d there wait the dire&ions ot Colonel God- 
dfttip either for ft jun&ion with him, for the proteftioH 
dkmodajte Boofkts capital, or to prelcm the commu¬ 
nication with the Company's provinces* Before the 
queftion was put, Mr. Francis defited to lee the returns' 
of the detachment, that the Board might know what 
loft it had really fuffered, and on what grounds the re¬ 
inforcement was propofed. Bur, no returns no letters? 
nor explanations ot any kind. Were produced. Mr. Bar-' 
well declared, “ Vhat there was no indifpenfikle neceffity 
** to influence the proportions \ and * wt if he was to form 
** hit opjmon, Jtmply on the neufflty of tfrf thing, he fimU 
41 certainly vote agaitift the match of the troops Mr, 
Haftiftgs, under colour ot an objtdion urged by Mr. 
Francis, to the private correfpondence carried on be¬ 
tween him and the commanding officer, faid, “ f hat he 
u had been thereby difmraged from affording the Board, he 
u their co'deBive capacity, theft lights, wmh upon many 
** points were nectary fir their information, ” Let the 
world judge of a declaration, fo daring and bold, from 
die chief lervant of a company of merchants, afting in 
immediate concert with a council, whofe opinions had 
power to over-rule his own. ft will not admit of ani* 
madverfion, the language being too plain and explicit, 
as it was exprdfed. 

s 

Other remarks of fenous confequences occur upon 
the proceedings of this day. A reinforcement is or* 
dated, upon a Umple prefumptioq that the detachment 
has fuffered a connderable lofs. Ho return, or letters 
are produced to prove it, and all lights avowedly with¬ 
held from the Board. Mi*. Harwell* *< the fame time, 
“ fames the necefflty of the meafute" And Mr. Haftings 
htihfeif, in the courw of the debate, obferves, M Thai 
11 lofs hears no degree of proportion to the reinforcement^ 

** andr 
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of ttus rrmfcrtement moft thereto be,, to prowl# % 
the prqte&ion of Nagpore, the capital of Berftr* oft 
as Mr.Barwell expteffcd it, “ togm tkti ftmitytetha 
u peffeffions of the mar Chief, as to djffiA every affrehm* 
" fion hi may entertain of the hofiiUtm with whim be mdy 
“ he threatened* From tbefe explanations, it is to be 
onderftood, that the Rajah of Berar, who with the af- 
fiftance of the detachment, was to overfet the Mamtta 
date, and to invade the dominions of the DecCan $qq* 
bah, wants, now, two battalions of the Company'* ft* 
poys for the protection of his own capital, and the Jfe* 
curity of his dominions. 

December 31,* Y778., In confequence of the'refohi* 
tion of reinforcing Colonel Goddard's detachment, the 
Governor moved, upon the 31ft December, in council, 
that although two battalions of iepoys were more than 
equal to the Ioffes fuftained by the detachment, yet aa 
it may be advifeable to guard againft allpoffible contin¬ 
gencies, which it may not be fo eafy to provide for la 
future, he therefore propofed that 700 rank and fifc, 
fepoys, without ejieers or arms t be added to Major Ca* 
mac's two battalions $ and that in this unarmed and wtr 
officered date, unaccompanied by any efcort, through a 
long and hazardous country, to join Major Camac at 
Biffnepore, from the Prefidency, Midapore, and Ba* 
rampore.* 

Mf. Francis oppofed the meafure, by a nervous, pH 
thy minute, in which he was fupported by Mr. Whefcr* 
He cenfured as well the unmilitary and dangerous ex* 
pedient, as the addition altogether. The majority, at 

lengthy 

* The firft advance to Major Camac, to defray the charge of 
tty reinforcement, was 436,793 current rupees, equal to 43*0*0!. 

"iing. 
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ykMcd to tbereafons urged sgainft thtim armed 
•oioobakered march, and coafemcJ, ttat’ibct march 
falh «w. 

A 

Ac 4th January, 1770, Mr. Haftiags informed 
$$ Board, that by g letter from Colonel Goddard, da- 
wd the 30th November, the detachment wu arrived 
ob the banks of the Narbudda, after a fatiguing march 
throiwh difficult paflfes in the mountains, and that ho 
then few no impediment to his cuffing the river. 

* 

% letters of the ad and 5th December, communi¬ 
cated by Mr. Haftings on the 'th r January, Colonel 
Goddard informs the Board, that he had crofled the 
Jtfadadda, and was encamped on the fomhern banks 
^ that river, within the territory of Bcrar, where he 
waited to be informed of the Rajah’s final reiblurion. 
Jie favs, “ that all )be artillery and gun carriage were 
** mm flattered, and in want of repair % but that the nm* 
her offiek was reduced firm 1000 to about 400.” 

*■ 

The Governor predated to the Board, a long and 
incercfting letter from Moodajee Boofla, under date the 
£tb December, which was received in Calcutta the ad 
jqftaot Inftead of joining Colonel Goddard, the Ra¬ 
jah gives Mr. Haftmgs* a great deal of good advice^ 
both moral and political, concerning the preservation of 
peace, fidelity of engagements, juftice, clemency, &c. 
but in particular, “ be recommends it to him to aft with 
“ deliberation, and to proportion bit means to bis ends” 
obfertijig, “ that it is a proverb , that whatever is deU* 
** beratefr fane, 14 done well” The letter breathes fo 
much good fpnfe, humanity, juftice,*and found doc¬ 
trine, that in juftice to its author, it will obtain a place 
in die appendix - t to which an attentive perufal is re¬ 
commended , for the fethfa&ion of the reader.* 

On 

Vide Appendix, A. No. 2 . 
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On the whole* it ippears cteirfyy by ehefe’ letter!, 
ihat the Rajah of Berar, never had In idea of the njfa 
lure and extent*of Mr. HaftingsV views, much kfsil 
waging war againft the Marratta regency, and the Sou* 
bah of the ,Deccan, dr of entering into any’engage* 
ments with the Company; that could lead him Into a * 
rupture with cither of thefe Rates, his neighbours. In* 
deed, Mr. Hatlings, in his recited letter of ajd No¬ 
vember, avows,*** that the fuggejHon originated (bitty: fa 
“ himfeif\ that be kid it as a fait to the Rajalfs amH* 

** tion •, that without obferving the common and nectjfary 
“ rules of policy , he had advanced , unfoliciled j and that fa 
“'bad Irujted to If: Rajah's approved bravery and Jpirit f 
“ iocalch ardently -at the objek, which the Governor's /#* 
Vgemtty and ptrjdnal friqui/hipbad geimujly defined fit 
“ bis aggrandifement.” The Rajah, wifely pieferri^ 
pace in mediocrity,, to the flattering but uncertain bait 
Chjis offered to his ambitions undertook to vindicate 
the Paifhwa from the defigns imputed, to him by the 
Company’s fervants, of a fecret conne&iort With the 
French, and egrneftly ofo his own mediation to ef¬ 
fect a perfeft reconciliation, an pffer which lliould im- 
mediately have been accepted pf. Thefe fentiments in 
the Rajan, fhouid have been confidered as a ftep to* 
wards taking a direct part with his enuntrymeh, if the 
Company declined to aequiefee in his mediation, which 
ftrong'y implied a diliruft in their faith and honour, as 
acting under the lame infatiable influenced Ar all 
events, he dilcUims every thought,of joining the Com¬ 
pany ag.unft the, Marrattas, After enumerating 
Several chiefs, and their forces, who were prepared t$ 
oppoie Colonel Goddard, he exprcfsly fays, u Ihi junc v 
“ tm of a body of my forces with Colonel Goddard's, would 

H «*t tait 
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• ,The Rajah, accordingly, joined in the confederacy agsduft the 
Company, wnen his offer* of initiation were rejected, ana he found 
that the views of Mr. Haftings Wet; apparently hoiflie to all the 
native fates of Hindofaa. 
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“ wail netting in 'the face of fuck large am% but would 
“ only involve me in the greateji lops-, yet neither was it 
u advijeable for Colonel Goddard to return , which would di- 
tninijb the awe and nfptil in which he was held In 
'the end, he tells, “ that tie times require, that a concilia 
alien take place with the Poonah mwifiers.” Thus ail 
‘India beheld the critical fituaticn to which Mr, Haft, 
ings’s politics had precipitated the power, which, when 
he entered upon the adminiftration rhereof, was vener¬ 
ated and courted by all, except Hyder-AUi-Cawn, who 
dreaded it. 

* Suppofing it pcflible, that every obje&ion to the 
meafure, on the icore of prudence or expediency, could 
' be anfwered or removed, or thsft any degree of fuecefs 
Ihouid hereafter furnirti an unexpe&ed argument in itr, 
defence, there is ftiil another important point of view, 
•in which it becomes the Company’s dignity and wif- 
dom to confider it. When Mr. Haftings engaged the 
Company’s arms in offenfive wars, without neceffity or 
provocation, when he implicated their government in- 
treaties and alliances with the Indian powers, of which 
war, acquificion, and conqueft, are the foie objefts; 
when he lent their troops far away from the defence of 
their own territories, when he difturbed the peace pf 
India, and when he avowed a vain, ambitious purpofe, 

; fo far as to declare, “ If the Britijh arms and influence 
“ have fuffirea a fevere check in the weftern world , it is 
* w the more incumbent on tbefe who are charged with the in- 
“ imp of Great Britain in the Eaft, to exert themfehes 
“ for the retrieval of the national lofs. That we have the 
“ wms in our power •, end that with Juch fuperior advan - 
M tages as we popfs over every power which can oppofe us, 

“ we 

* This paragraph is the juft idea of aperfon who knew the fpirit 
and dfett cl the whole projtds of the Company’s leading fcrvants 
in India. It is borrowed, literally. 
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« we Jbouldjwt a& merely on tbi dfcnfive.” Did not Mr.. 
H aft* n^/by this drclaiatton, lubvert the fundaments^ 
principles of the Company’s policy ? Did he not difo* 
bey their repeated and molt peremptory commands,, 
and tranlgreis every line of limitation which they had* 
preferibed tor the aominiftration of their affairs in In-< 
dia ? If the affirmative ibould appear true, the Court- 
of Dire&ors will undoubtedly recall to their remem¬ 
brance, the principles on which the Rohilla war was 
unanimoufly condemned by them, and how grofsly their; 
condemnation of that mealure has been flighted. Thejr : 
will refled on the nature and extent of the cruft repo fed 
in them by the Company, and by the-nation •, and fe- 
rjoufly conflder, on how precarious a foundation, the 
Britifh empire in India'ftands, when one daring indivk 
dual can, at bis pleafure, fubvert every principle of 
their government, violate their moft pofitive orders and, 
folemn indrudions, contemn their authority, and fee 
their power at defiant. It will not, it is to be. hoped, 
be too late for them to weigh the disgraceful and dan¬ 
gerous confequences of uniting conftant condemnation 
with conftant impunity, and of continuing men in fta-, 
tions of the higheft truft and dignity, whom, if sse, 
may rely on the opinion they have repeatedly expreffed 
of their condud and character, they ought not IQ think 
worthy of the lowed. 

January ix, 1779. Mr. Francis, at a Board held 
the nth January, delivered a minute to be recorded,, 
in which his fentiments are (fated at large, refpeding, 
Moodajee Boofla’s condud, and the critical pofition of 
the detachment, as well as that clearnefs of perspicuity 
and ability, which have diftinguiChcd his oppofition and, 
general condud.* In this minute, the concents of the 
Rajah's letter are dridly canvafled, and a concluflon 
drawn from them, that recalling the detachment would 

be 


* Vide the minute in Appendix, A. No. 3. 
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bethe rneft advifeable Hep in a fltuafion wfcich admjt$ 
«f no one eligible relolution. To this mcafure, the 
{governor, as the ftrongeft proof be could exhibit of 
the tmanfweruble lentimtncs and arguments, compo¬ 
sedly replied thus : “ I have feen Mr. t ranch's mi - 
“ nutty and da not think nectary or proper to reply 
■* to it ” 

• w 

ft 

In a day or two after, the Board received the fit ft 
intelligence, by way of Madras, of the motion of an 
■army from Bombay,- to reinftate Roganaut-row in the 
Regency of Poonah. 

January 25. Letters of the30th December, from 

- Mbodajee Boofla, were produced in Council on the 25th 
January, confirming in the moft explicit terms, the de¬ 
clarations he had made fome weeks before in his letiers 
to Colonel Goddard and the Governor 5 ftill urging the 

- neceffity of an accommodation with the Regency of 
Poonah, and refuftng to join the Company againft 
them. On this day, the Governor, notwithftanding his 
profeffecT refolution, not to anfwer Mr. Francis's minute 
of the 11 th inftant, quoted and reprobated the opinion 
contained in it, in terms full of paffiort and contempt. 
Yet with fo many new and material faCto before him, 
with the certain knowledge of Moodajee Boofla's final 
{efolutions, and of the meafures taken at Bombay in 

- favour of Roganaut-row,‘ he himfelf propofed nothing, 
but left Colonel Goddard without orders or inftru&ions 
0f any "kind. 

* t< 1 

/ • 

Letters from Bombay of the rath December, receiv¬ 
ed about the 28th January^” advifed that their foVces, 
•mourning to 3910; officers included, had actually 
* taken the field, to conduCf Roganaut-row to Foonah’. 
That they had tome to that refbluiidnon the 12th Oc¬ 
tober. That they had concluded a new treaty with Ro^ 

** ganaut- 
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gaoaum#i That tb$r lateft IriteHSgence foam Ewffefa 
^avc them not the fmaM apprehenfion of dangerw 
Bombay incite abfenceof their troops. That the whole 
conduct of the expedition, was entrufted to a commit 
tee confiftingof McflfCarnac, Egerton, and Moftym 
1 hat whatever turn affairs might take at Poonah, they 
fhoulri certainly require a confiderable augmentation of 
their force to defend their new acquifitions, and garti* 
fon Bombay. That Mr. Draper diffented from the 
whole of the meafure. And that Hydtr-Alli-Cawn 
.continued to (hew a dtfpofmon very favourable «»#*. 
French. They. concluded with requeuing the gOve^ft* 
menc of Bengal; immediately to lend them the affftfeal 
'fopply. Mr. Haftings declared his intention of laying, 
feme propofitions before the Board, in a few daysiii 

oonfequtnte of the preceding advices from Bombay* 

* 

February t, 1779. By letters from Colonel 
dard, dated the 6ih January, communicated on the ift 
February, it appeared that he was (till in the fame po¬ 
rtion at Huffanabad, on the banks of tne Narbudda, 
but that he propofed moving, in a few days, towards 
poonah. From an accurate map of the route, the dif- 
tance from Huffanabad to Poonah, appears to* be 470 
Enghfh miles. As the Prefideacy of Bombay had te- 
folvedspn the expedition, fo early as the nth Q&ober, 
and the power of commanding the detachment having 
then, not been countermanded, they were culpable in 
not ordering matters fo, that the two armiesthoulid ap¬ 
pear before Poonah at the fame time * when, fey «It* 
vifion of the Marratta forces, it is highly probable, that 
fuccefs would have attended the Company^ arms. But 
this does not appear to have been any part of Mr. 
Ha&ings’s plan •, and the Prefjdcncy of Botribiy were 
fbcofifktem of fuccefs/that they were unwilling to fuf* 
for any others to participate, either in the emoluments 
or the credit of it. 

* • ‘ . It 
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' It appeared alfo, by Colonel Goddard’s tester, that 
(oon after crofiing the Narbudda, he had deputed Lieu* 
tenant Weatherftone to Nagpore, in order to ptds 
Moodajee Boofta ro conclude the treaty, and immedi¬ 
ately to enter upon the execution of it j hut without 
thefmalleft fuccefs. That the Rajah declmeu entering 
into any treaty, or taking any active parr whatever, till 
further accounts fhouid arrive i u m Calcutta. Toat, 
|o colour this refulai, the Kajah pleaded the part token 
by theCouncil ot Bomoay, in favour of Rogjnauc row ^ 
and that he*f Jiciredv as well as recoinmerxlfd t‘ie relin- 
quilhing of Rogansur*row, and accenting ot terns 
from the preient mimftertai pans in Poo--ah. Affur- 
edly the Rajah was juftified in relenting tne mea fares 
pprfued in favour ot Rog<iiuut**row, fo very different, 
fcpm the repeated lolemn declarations and affurances by, 
Mf. Haftings to hiinlelf, to his Vakeel, and to the 
Marratta minifters, winch is particularly mentioned in 
a patfage of the Rajah’s lerter of the stfaDecember td 
Mr, Hatlings himfelf, in thde words, “ That his Pa- 
u keel in Calcutta had it from Mr. Haftings's own mouth , 
“ that it never was , nor is , defigned by the Lngltjh chief >, 
“ to fupport Roganaut'Tow and that on the faith of 
thefe reiterated declarations, he had ventured toimprefs 
the Regency of Poonah with the fame aflurances. It is 
proper, however, to obferve that the Rajah had been 
fixed in a pacific refolution long before it was pofiiblc 
for . him to have heard of the movements at Bombay, 
which was evident by his ufing the fame language on 
the 23d November to Colonel Goddard, with that on 
the 30th December to Mr. Haftings, and the army 
did not move from Bombay until the ltd November, 
It muft, nevcrthelefs, be admitted, that the fupport 
ihus given to Roganaut-row would naturally confirm 
the Rajah in his nrft refolution. It is very evident, 
that Mr. Haftings awufed the people of Bombay by 
instigating them to fupport the cayfc of Roganaut- 

row, 
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row, and kept them in total ignorance, at to his 
▼icws in fsftour of the Rajah of Bcrar, and the read 
detonation of the expedition from Bengal under Colo* 
nels 1 eflie and Goddard, whofe orders were in coftfe* 
quence as mconftant as a lhuttle-cock, alternately placed 
under the author iry of the gentlemen in Bombay, or 
relumed by the Supreme Board, or countermanded from 
Bombay to Surat, from Surat to Foonah, from Poonah 
to Berar, &c. in a confuted rotation, evidently calcus 
lated to perplex confound, difappoint, and 
It is not the want of candour alone, but the want of 
truture deliberation and confequent firmnefs, which 
co {brute* fome of the errors fo confpicuous in Mr. 
Haltings's political faculties. Colonel Goddard fays, 
« STj bat the fchemes of the gentlemen at Bombay, and then** 
«tivepart they have takeh infupport of Rogamut-row, bam 
•• deftreyed all hopes of concluding the propofed alliance wtfr 
“ the Court of Nagpore , until it jhaU be judged expedient 
« by the Supreme Council to direft the former to be relin- 
“ qui/hed, in trder to leave room for the entire and free 
« adoption of the latter” 

Whether this was a mere pretence in the Rajah, or 
nor, to excufe his refufal to accede to the propofed 
alliance, or whether he ever really formed the project 
attiibuced to him by Mr. Haftings, of afferting a claim 
to the Marratra flare, is much to be qp<tfeioned.^-*Co* 
loucl Goddard him felt took notice “ of the inconjiftcncy 
« of bis labouring fo firenuoujly for the interefi of tie 
“ Paijb wa , with whom,be m aul fion to engage in hof* 
« t times ” Hnd confitiered his an Twer to this queftion, 
“ as a refinement upon policy, that might almoft lead to fitf- 
“ pdt , .h it t>c was not altogether ferious , and determined 
** upon the setter ah * e/f edition” >• - 1 

By 

* Setttrab expedition means the Rajah’s aecef&on to the Cupreine 
foveie^gmy of the Marratu Rate, it being the ancient capital and 
feat or government. 
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By Me. Weathcrftonc’s letters from NagpOreto Co¬ 
lonel Goddard, it appears, * l That the Govemmottf of Be- 
w rar were determined not to take any aSlive part wbatevef 
u with the Company's armies ; that they had a tboujand ar- 
“ guments to oppoje to thofe he urged in favour of the plan 
** far afjuming the dignity of Range (or Ram-rajah) of Set- 
•* ter ah, particularly the faith pledged^ and the alliance of 
*• friendjhtp they had /worn to, with the prefint Pmjhata * 
* that their afferting their pretenfions to the foverdgnty 
“ would meet with numberlefs oppojttions and that a vie - 
w lory could not he obtained without fhedding much blood, 
“ and at the expend of their violating the facred tn - 
“ gagements before" entered inter i$h 'them." What 
i lcfion of found juftice and morality,' public and pri¬ 
vate faith, and exemplary virtue,. is tec let, by men 
diffinguifhed in Europe under the name of infidds, to 
tfccrcprcfentatives of a great Chrifiian nation!—How 
little muff the Englilh Eaft India Company fed their 
own real importance, when their principal fervants ex- 
pofetheir reputation and credit, to fuch humiliating re* 
proaches, as every expreflion thus uttered by the Mar- 
ratta princes, thrufts a keen dagger into their very 
vitals. When the force and effect of chefe declarations 
areconfidered, it will reft with Mr. Hidings to latisfy 
the Company, that his plan; Bated in the infrru&ions 
to Mr. Elliot, and in which he had embarked fo deeply, 
tfas not built without a foundation. Mr. Weatherftone 
fay*. “ That it feemed now to be the fir(l' wifi of the 
** Court of Berar, to fet qfide cur ccnwftm with Rcga- 
U nautrm\ the Jupporting of vphm” the Dew an faid, 
rt he was convinced was highly impolitkal, and would, m 

the endy be fully proved fo. That, that Chief (Ro- 
^ ganmt-row). was held in univerfd abhorrence *, and that 
•* the prejudices in the Deccan agatnft him would noteafily, 
fit if every he removed” The remainder of Mr. Weather- 
Bone’s letter contained many particulars that deferve 
:fjfe attention of theCompany * especially * clear expla- 
1 " - nation 
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hation of the views, principles, and policy of the Court 
of Nagpore]H>f all which the Governor-general does * 
not appear to have had any pfecife Information, or any 
accurate idea. To think otherwifc Would be to think 
him guilty of the blackeft treachery. 

February r, tyff. All the preceding letters hav¬ 
ing been again read in Council, upon the fir ft of Fe»* 
bruary, the Governor faid, that he had not. had time 
to prepare the proportions which be intended to fay 
before the Board. His intentions, whatever they may 
have been, had not yet tranfpired, but no orders from 
the Presidency, could now reach Colonel Goddard In 
•irne, to affeft the motions of the detachment-, bfc* 
taufe, if he had marched on the twelfth off January* 
and met with no materiaf-ofeftru&ion, he ought so •&, 
at Poonah, before any letter written at this time could 
overtake him. The Board had no other knowled^ft 
ci the difficulties and oppofition, which he might, nt 

' livelihood encounter, than what was to be eoite&ei 
the Rajah's letters. The Board were equally 
' amformed of the actual ftrength and condition of the 
;*eathment. On thefe points, the Governor continued 
■> obierve a profound filence. It may be conclude^ 
however, from the- refolution to fend two bact-afona* 
“dth a draught of 700 additional recruits, to reinforce 
-.he detachment, thar it muft have fuffered coivfkicrably 
by ficknefs or defertion. 1c was known, thap Captain 
'.■Vray’s regiment of cavalry, was totally ruined •, and 
that he and fev$ral other officers had obtained leave* 
under one pretence or other, to return to Bengal,-** 
Colonel Goddard's public orders of the firft of,N$vem»i 
her, accidentally produced at the Board of Qrdnanco 
by Colonel Pearce, begins with declaring, “ tbd.the 
“ unmilitary and unexampled fpirit of difaffefflento the 
“ fervice 3 which had fo maniftftly displayed * itjelf tn 
“ the frequent defertim from the corps of Cavalry 

l u and 
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** andlnfantry within a few day$ % was kerne a mat* 
“ tar if the tnofi ferious and important ifaJUeraticn.” 
There can be no ddubt, but that hi* numbers were 
greatly reduced* nor was there a chance of his being 
joined by the re-ittfbrcement under Major Camac. 


Chi the fourth of February, Mr. HaflSngs laid before 
the Council* the draughts of letters by way of new in* 
ftru&ions to Colonel Goddardy and new refolutions, 
founded on the late advices from Bombay.—The form 
in which thefe voluminous papers were drawn up* 
feemed mor&than commonly loofe* confuted* and in- 
triciti.—Whether they were inamd t ed to be fo, or 
whether they were haffily thrown together, without 
4ny fort of confideration or advice, 4 tnay be equally 
doubted.—Mr. HafliugsVliift" general object was to 
{itiapas much cenfure as poffiblc on the Prefideney of 
jjfaooflhay* as well for what they hate themfelves done, 
as for the obitacles they Have thrown in the way of his 
gsgOciatiorts with Moodajee BooQa.—His fecond ob¬ 
ject plainly appeared to oe, to break the treaty they 
had concluded with ROganaut-row, although certainly 
warranted by the feveral letters of the eighteenth of 
Mireh and eighteenth of Auguft laft, which he con* 
fofled j and to revert, if poflible, to his favourite alli¬ 
ance with Moodajee Boofla.—The introduction, or pre¬ 
amble to the draught intended for the Prefideney of 
Bombay, was the firft, although an indirect commu- 
jntcation of Mr. Haiti ngs’s plan in favour of Mooda¬ 
jee Boofla, to that Prefideney, and die language is 
truly original, but very confident with its author.— 
He fays, M It bad formerly been a matter of great concern 
** to us* that you had /offered fo many opportunities to ef* 
u topi) find m cmlufion of thepknwbkb you bad form* 
“ in December 1777, witheuttakmg any iffeftu'il mem 
M to cany it into execution, It nm affords us equal con- 
* ( cent and mortification* that yon boot precipitately under* 

taken 
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44 taken ift afterhmug us every mfonto mebde^ 
“ that yon had abandoned it„dtqptber % amt compeMus, 
44 to adopt ottSt' mafuns t yqhicb in confeqmce ofym off* 
“ rations^ have hm abruptly broken <$, without mSmm* 
“ ting your defign to W affording u$ time to fufpeni 
44 r& courfe of our meafures , er /o accommodate them to 
44 Let thric aflenions, thus boidty committed 

on the Company's records, be compared with the au- 
thentic fads already (bated * and the Injuftice offered 
to the Gentlemen of Bombay, will appear toocon- 
fpicuous to be Refuted. By the uniform tenor of 
Mr* Haftings's minutes, and the letters from an<J 
to the Rajah of Berar, it is unquefliOnably evident 
that an alliance with the Raj^tt, and an embafly If 
folicit him to befome a candidate for the Sovereigar| 
of the Marratta Empire, *,were die r eal obie&s<tfth*| 
expedition, from the beginmhg, although he ityudi* 
ciouQy concealed them, and countenanced another. If 
direct oppofition to it.—flow cruel and unjuft, there* 
fore, were theft contradi&ory charges and carfares, 
and the abfutd reafons affixed for a change of meat 
fares. 

To accomplifh his defigns, Mr. Haftings propofed 
that Colonel Goddard, (whofe march to Poonan ho 
now approved, although not ftri&ly juftiSable under 
the left orders of the 23d of November) flsould con* 
tinue to hold his command, independent of the Gtjp 
vernment of Bombay.*—That Colonel Goddard may 
demand reinforcements from that Prefidency, which he 
fas fait originally to reinforce \ but theft not to fat 

|a com, 

fr 

\ 1 

* To judge from appearances, it is donbtfol whether the Gore?- 
nor*s private orders, aid not, by the fame meflenger, always ftper- 
ubti theones of the tora*i Colonel LdHe’s letters dOrawe 
than jnfiny this fttfpidon# 
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wmmditt by *tiy Officer fup«riSHt) rank to Ws ’6wn,* 
that Colonel Goddard (hall be appointed^:he Mini&er 
of the Supreme Government at the Court of Poonah, 
independent of the Prefidency of Bombay $ that he 
Biall in his minifterial capacity, demand of Roganauc- 
row, a re-imburfement of the expences of the expedi¬ 
tion, at two' lacks of rupees each month from the firft 
of June 1778, in addition to the two and half lacks, fti- 
puiated in the Bombay treaty, in full for the expences of 
the army. — That in cafe oi refufal, he ihall either re¬ 
turn to Berar, or retire to the lands ceded to the Com¬ 
pany, which were (it would feem) 10 be kept, notwifh-* 
ftanding the treaty whereby tl 7 weie ceded was to 
be annulled ; that the Prefidency of 'Bombay ihall be 
peremptorily required and commanded, in fuch cafe, 
to recall their troops frqnM^iah, and from the Mar¬ 
ietta dominions. That the infbu&ions already given 
to Colonel Goddard, dp remain in full force And 
that he be dire&ed to rcfqme the negociations with the 
Government of Berar, and to trat with it, on the 
grounds of thefe inftrudhons, whenever an occafion 
Jhall offer to execute them, confiftently with the fore¬ 
going relolutions. 

The chapter of this day, may with propriety be 
clof d with an abftraft lrom the preamble of the letter 
propofed to be written to Colonel Goddard, and a ihort 
ftricture upon it. 

" Wt art much concerned that Moodajee Bcojla JhouU 
M fo much diftruftyou,, as to fuppefty tbJt any engagement 
f‘ firmed by the Preftdcnt and Council of Bombay could opt • 

u rate 

• This paffiige accounts in explicit terms for the fttttt cqtref 
pon ilence, the rtfentment exprefled at th reprobation thereof, and 
aUo for the deftinauoa of the detachment at lad to Surat, indead of 
Bombay. 




« rate to tbdfi mi ^rnrtufhmtfKffUb him, mid tbm • 

fore dtcliwto enter into the propofed negotiation: For, if 
“ you bad concluded a treaty with him, it would have beet 
“ our duty to fupport it, in preference to any made at Bom* 

** bay, that might oppofeit** 

As the expedition over land was'planned and refold 
ed on the 23d of February 1778, and by the 6th arti¬ 
er of the mttru&ions to the Presidency of Bombay, to 
treat conckfmely* and effectually with Roganaut-row,which 
have never been revoked, bearing date the 18th of 
the enfumg month of March, the Supreme Council 
were folemniy bound and implicated to perform every 
condition, which any fuch treaty might contain, unlels 
violation of faith*, amtgremeditated deception were in* 
tended from the beguiniog.~Wfiy were not the Go¬ 
vernment of Bombay, in fo long an interval of time, 
and after fuch a feries of warm difcuflion on the 
fures in agitation, commanded to forbear entering into 
any treaty with Roganaut-row, the moment that the 
negociation with Moodajee Boofla was refolved j and td 
forbear the commifllon of overt hoftihties againft die 
Ma’-rattaj, unlefs in defence, until exprefsly authorised 
by the Supreme Council, or Court of Dire&ors ? or, 
why were they not confidentially intruded with the de¬ 
fig n in favour of Moodajee Boofla, and di?e&ed to con¬ 
tribute to its fuccefs, when it was in an advanced Rage 
for a&ion. 

At a confutation held the 8th of February, Mr. 
Francis and Mr. Wheler delivered their opioiont at 
large, on the Governor's proportions of the 4th in* 
Rant—*Their minutes will not admit of belhg ab* 
Braced, without deviating from the juft ice and com¬ 
mendation, which ftrength of judgment and reafoa 
claim; therefore, with a reference to the minutes them- 
ijelves, which leaves neither fad); nor argument in Mr. 

Haflings** 
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fdaftings'spropofltions unrelated, let it fuflkc, in the 
mean time, to date the general principle® which 
they were oppoied.* ' 

lit It is taken as a point granted in the Governor's 
own terms, that the treaty with Roganaut-row is war¬ 
ranted by rnftru&iOns from the Supreme Council. 
That it has received the firmed and fulled ratification 
tbit could be given to it, by the contracting parties, 

and 


• Scum of Mr. Francis’* fentiments are conceived la a language 
(o exqaifitely juft and honourable, that they command particular ob* 
fervatton. He faid: — 

« The line of condn£t which I have invariably purfued, with 
fdjpoft to the late poli tical p y^ furcfc sf this Government, and of 
** die prefidency of Bombay^not only exetn. t me from all refpon* 
« Ihigity for the consequences of them, hot from any obligation 
41 of deciding upon the refpe&ive merit* of their proceedings and 
« Mil. That queftion lies ftriftly between (he prefent majority of 
u this Board and the Prcfideacy of Bombay. I fhall enter into it 
44 00 farther than 1 am compelled to do by the proportions before us, 
#nd not by the extihng ante of fads. — 

“ fn the confideration of every meafure which I have recommend* 
s« ed or oppofed. my original and condant object was “ to prefemre 
44 the ptaee of India', to adbtre faithfully to our trtmty with the 
4t Pdijbwa j and not tofyfer.tht Company's arm to he engaged either 
4 on this fide of India, b the Prefidtnty of India, or by the Ptefdeney 

* of Bombay, tnfiuhfch met of ctnfnsfi and ambition." In adhering 

* to thefe principles, l believe I have been guided by the diftatet of 
t* found policy and right renfon, as I afioredfy have been by theCom- 
4» pany’s fundamental maxims, and by their pofitive and repeated 
« command*. 1 have it too from an authority which, in the fcale 
44 of any argument of mine, muft be deemed particularly weighty j 
44 That i* the Company's eoncemt wish their neighbours and allies, 
44 the moft ftrnpnlons ohfervasue of their public engagements, emd of 
44 the rights $f others, ought to ho their fhrfi emd, nusng objtQ j fir 
W evenprimes end fate, wbofe poffiBUus may fond withinfightof 
a the Company' 4 ambition, it natureuh ted to apply to their own in • 
44 ferefit , shit treatment which they fie otbert receive from tbt Com* 
*4 a*— nud their dtihnodtntr M 

Towards rite eoaduAon of this kdtcioui, sod indeed Mi* 
fonble pin«$e» b ob&rwtib 44 Tlyu the expeace of Colonel 

Goddard'i 
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and tbit it therefore, cannot admit, either of *tftcnd«> 
ment or addmb“ 

2d It is contended that the additional demand to be 
made by Colonel Goddard is unjuft, and can never be 
admitted by Roganaut-row*, and that even, were it 
granted, it would not amount to a reimburfcmenc of 
our actual expence, 

3d. That the conditional orders preferibed to Colo¬ 
nel Goddard, and to the Prefidency of Bombay, in cafe 
of a refufal, are equivalent to a formal renunciation of 
the treaty, 

■> . 

4th. That the indepeit^tooflwwnd, pretended to 
be vefted in Colonel Goddard, white he co-operates 
with the Prefidency at Bombay, and a&s on the fame 
ground with their army, is highly dangerous in itfetf, 
and cannot take effedt without fubverting the funda¬ 
mental principles of military difcipiuie and fubordiha- 
tion. 

5th. That a jun&ion of the two detachments, whidi 
the mftruftions pofitively preclude, may, in fome cafes, 
be effenrial to their mutual fafety j and in many cafes, 
ncceffary to the fuccefs of their operations. 

» 

6th. That the veiling Colonel Goddard with fepju 
rate powers from the Supreme Board, to treat with 

tht 

** Goddard’s detachment commenced (in effeftj in March 177#, 
w and the whole was accumulating in April, as a fixed expence 4 t 
n two lacks and 60,0*0 rupees ftr month, betides extra and con* 
•• tingent charges, befides the Nabob of Qude’s cavalry, andbefides 
“ Major Camac’s detachment of 64,600 rupees per month.” 

His obfemtioe on the 8th article of the Oowno^s jntfpofftkmi, 
ymneenung the breach of public faith, and tike chamber which 
tkefe traniadions is likely to affix on the BritUh name in India, caH 
ftttfc the attention of tho Company aid the Nation. 
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the court of Foonah, independent of the Prefidency of 
Bombay, tends to reduce the credit and Influence of 
that Prcfidency, for no adequate or av owed objeft % 
and that it (lands tn dm& contradiction to the Com¬ 
pany's txprefs orders given on occafion of the feparate 
powers delegated to Colonel Upton, in the general let* 
ter of 7th February 1777, paragraphs 21 to 24. 

7th. That an attempt to renew the negotiation with 
Moodajee Boofla, befidcs all former objections to the 
meafure, is not warranted by the experience the board 
has had of his difpofmon and chara&er, or by the treat* 
ment already received from him noi can it be recon¬ 
ciled to the late treaty with Rog„uaut-iow. 

4 it 

In the face of thefe, anamany other arguments, the 
Governor’s proportions were voted by himfelf and Mr. 
Bar well, without deigning a reply. 

The Governor guided by fecret motives, purfues the 
fame line of inconfiftency, in a letter laid before the 
Board, on the 9th of February, prepared by himfelf, 
for Moodajee Boofla, containing fome remarkable paf- 
fages. He laments rather than complains , of the dijirvjl 
entertained by the Rajah; and declares, that had he 
accepted of the terms offered to him by Colonel God¬ 
dard, and concluded a treaty with the Government of 
Bengal, he (Mr. H.) (hould have held the obligation 
of it, fuperior to that of any engagement formed by the 
Government of Bombay j and (hould have thought it 
his duty to have maintained it, &c. “ agatnjl every con - 

« Jjderation, even of the moft valuable interefts end fafety of 
‘‘ the Enghjh pojjeffms intruded to bis charge”* At the 
V fame 

♦ 

* This is a truth of which Mr. Haftings frequently exhibited fill- 
nifeft proof*. It furpaffes, however, the bittereft accufstions of hi* 
♦dvemries* and expoles views and purpofes totally mcoafiftent with 
datyasdidetiiy* v 1 * * 
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fame time, however, he reminds him, that the origi¬ 
nal intcntmrhcsf fending an Englifh army from the caT* 
tern to the wel%n fide of India, was to aflift the Go* 
Vermont of Bombay m the accomplishment of a plaa 
conceited with the actual rulers of the Marratta (late. * 
He might with grtater propriety have added, 4t and to 
“ ex tit e dread andjeatoufy in th mnds of all the Princes of 
“ llthdojlan ” Fie concluded, with proftfTmg, that his 
dilpolmon and wtjhes remain the lame, that nothing is 
yet loll, and that^he defired to be yet guided by the Ra¬ 
jah’s inclinations.-)' 

In confutation on the i ith of February, the Gover- 
nor replied 10 Mi: Fmhcis’s mi mire of the 8 th, although 
the propofitions to*which it alluded, were then voted by 
himfelf, and Mi. BirwVlL. wgjioui^deigninga reply. 

The only fubjed in the proceedings of this and the. 
following day in council, c nfiited iq ihe difcuflaon o£ 
former points, and cavilling upon words. Whether 
Mr. Francis’s afleition in hi» minute of the 8th, that 
Mr Elliot’s einbafl) to nrroc »ate with MoodajeeBoofla, 
“ btcame the main ondjole oh}ill of the exp dthon under Co~ 
“ lonel Lejlte ” With Ins uitiil addrds, Mr. Ilaliings 
laboured to conrrachd himklf, and maintain that tnc 
expedition had othei objrds more immediately in view* 
But his opponent, by returimg only to recorded fads, 
jfluing from the pen of Mr. I 1 ..flings himfelf, without 
a breach of gopd manner®, or betraying any pcrfonality 
or rdentmenc, fupported his ongmal allegation, and 
(tripped his adverlary of the flimfy ma(k in which he 
again meant to impofe upon the underftanding of man¬ 
kind, as heieems to have fuccelsfully done on the cre¬ 
dulous minds of his employers. 

* This was the firft time he intimated the Bombay plan to tha 
Rqfah. On the contrary, he cautioulh laboured to conceal it from 
•His knowledge, and repeatedly denied every ptirpofe in favour of 
Roganaut-row. 

f It would be improper in this place, not to infert as a note, a 
mod enrions pafiage in the Governor's letter to Moodajee Boofla, 

& ” To 
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One qw*tation on each fide will ferve as a fpecimert 
of *he whole cowrovcriy, there havin^been nothing 
new argued, except fuch illuftrations tfy Mr. Haftings ? 
as the neat of argument exua&ed unguardedly from 
him in his own disfavour j and therefore the fpecimen 
now felefied (hall be the mod favourable to him. 

I K * 

The Governor'S quotation is thus introduced. ‘ To 

* fo fainted a denial 'of the Governor's >rj[fertions^ the hcfl 

* argument which he can propoft will be a reference to Mr. 

* Elliot's injlruttions, in which be is ah tiled to fuftvvd his 
negcciaiim with Mocdajte Boojla , on the information of 
any engagement actually concluded ■■■ 1 the Prifid-ncy of 
Bombay\ and to conform to it.' * 

J ' Which 


44 To you, I had unrej'ervedy committed all my views, partly and 
44 indifinltly by letteis., but very fully in rc; caird convrrfacions with 
4 ‘ your \ alccd Beneram Pundit, as it would have been very impro- 
“ per tb have alFairi of fuch delicacy and impoitnnve committed to 
♦ “ letters, and to the hazards to which thefe would have been ex pc fed 
44 in a lone and doubtful journey. Tear caution wasJhllgreater, 
<i and pet haps turn comnundahk, although l s»a; rtgret the nccefity 
“ which prefer ilea it , for neither your letters, ncr the letters cf lie- 
44 nor am l undit , ejj bided me the It of due, to judge of your fasti- 
44 tneit*s or inclination rejpuiing the particular pant j tf allion, which 
** were to form the Jnlyance of our pro jelled engagements ; and al- 
“ though from year general profefftons, and the warmth and fin - 

* cerity with which t'heje were matufefily dictated, 1 had every rta- 

* Jon to conclude that you approved of them . Yet, without feme af- 
furantes, common prudence required, that I foutd not precipitately 

4 abandon every other refource , and irrevocably commit the honor 

* and intere.fis of this government in a doubtful meejttre . Precau- 

* lions were taken, that nothing Jhould be undertaken by any of the 

* governments dependent on tbit, which might eventually interfere 
4 with thofe aSually concluded with you.” 

A general reference to' the preceding ftate of authentic fa£s, is 
the fevereft and juft eft comment that can pofiibly be made on the 
above extraordinary ftyle and afleveiations, as well the unwarran¬ 
table confe&ons contained in it. The reft of the letter runs in the; 
fame inconiiftent ftrain. 

• How palpably is this quotation contradifled in the letter of the, 
<j>th current, redied in the foregoing page, and in the above note. 
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Which Mr Francis's minutes refute by niany qtiota* ** 
tinrtj, and’firft,by a reference tb the very paffage in Mr* 
Elliot’s inftrudtfcns, quoted by Mr. Haftmgs, thus: 

‘ Even tbs paffage quoted by tht Governor-general proves, 

* that the junthon with Moodajce Bcofia was not cot#* 

4 dered by us as little more than an eventual refource, • 

* but that it was then our main and principal cbjeff. On & 

4 fuppofuion that tfe Preftdency of Bombay might have tnr 
4 tered mo engagements with Roganaut-row \ the in* 
flru&ions referred to by the Governor fay, 44 Ton %90 
41 fo conduct yourjelf as to conform to their meafures, if yon 
•* can conjijlently wtib the prtor intention , which you will 
44 give to cur view s *, remembering that a defenfive affianc* 
44 with Mcodajee' Boojlcobnng the permanent o'jjcft of your 
44 commtjjiun, y f u are to jufftr no eonfderation whatever to 
44 dtrttt you from that objJt . 9 

Mr. Francis, after a multitude of replications and 
rejoinders, clufes the debate by a fur rejoinder, in tht» 
following cool, judicious terms; 

4 When fundamental maxims of policy are avowedly fit 
4 afid\ ti change of auumjlances Jhould not only be clear 
4 and iv.cjttfi ove>til/lt y but it jhould be Inch a one as war* 

4 rants the adoption of new and op oftte principles of attion ,, 
4 I am not fvfficicntly mafter of the nvoluttons which have 
4 happened in the Manatta empire Jince April 1771, attd 
4 which in fo Jhort a period are juppojed to have produced a 
4 total iteration in tts itrcttmQances, to enter into that part 
4 of thequejhon . laking the fatis as they are fated by 

4 the Governor , it feems to me an obvious condufm , that" 
4 if it were dangerous to us to unite with the Marrattasp * 
4 when their empire was entire , and in its full t igor % ft 

K 2 * m tft 

* The Governor in his jollifying minute* ufei theft words* 

** That tht junilton with the ‘Rajah of Berar moot cotfidortd at 
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1 mufi be tifekfs to commit eurfelves , taking any part in 
\ their drvifmSy when that empire is falling to pieces of it- 
4 felf. Either way* our engaging the Cmpanfs arms in 

* ojfenfiue wars, whether in conjunction with a part , or 

* the, whole of the Mavraita empire, is indejenfille, f,nce 

* it is equally contrary to the Company's folemn and repeated 
‘ commands .* 


At a confukarion held the 25th February, the Gover¬ 
nor laid before the Board, a paper received the day be¬ 
fore from Madras, containing intelligence of the defeat 
of the Bombay army near Poonah, which he laid, he 
believed to be but too true, but tlr he did not think 
proper to propofe any immediate mcafures to be taken 
in confequence. 


The paper which conveyed this mortifying intelli¬ 
gence, was a literal tranflation from a letter to the Na¬ 
bob of Arcot from his Vakeel at the court of Poonah — 
♦* It reprefents the dilgrace of the army, and the Compa¬ 
ny’s arms in fuch humiliating terms, tha: the probable, 
or perhaps the polfible chance of retrieving rhe national 
fame and reputation in India, rnuib be the dfl-ft of time, 
let their fucceifes be ever io quick and great. 


The fourth paragraph reprelents the firft conference 
of the Mamma Chiefs, after the approach of the Bom¬ 
bay army, thus: 4 All the Chiefs having met to conjuh 
4 what was to he done in the prejent fate of affairs , they 
4 all with one voice agreed , that if Roganaut-row came 

* with bis own forces alone, they jhotild receive him, and 
4 give him a Jhare of the power as formerly . But /nice be 
4 came with an army of Englijh, who were of a different 

* nation from them , and whofe conduct in Sujab-ul-Dowla’s 
1 country, the Robilla country, Bengal, and the Carnatic, 

4 they 


* Sec the tnnlbtiou in Appendix, A. No. 4* 
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4 they were well acquainted with, they unanimwjty defer* 

* not to receive Roganant-rm, as otberwife , in the 

4 ewf, obliged to fo^jake their religion and be* 

4 am the JUves of European »j upon this they exchanged 
4 oaths' 

After relating jourr.ally, the proceedings of both ar¬ 
mies on the field of Tulicanoon, the Nabob’s Vakeel 
(ays, 4 On the i $tb January , the Marratta Surdars (Ge* 
4 nerals or Chiefs) went to the trenches, and began firing 
4 again , but it was not anfwered from the Englijb camp ) 
4 foon after , Mr. Farmer , (a Gentleman who was fame 
4 /iwe rt/ yyir Highnefs's court) came from the Englijb 
1 camp , and tbl fire of the Mdrrattas immediately ceafid* 
‘f he Mar ratlas* fent for him into the prefence , * and Mr* 
4 Farmerfuid to them^Ne. a^e only Merchants.-* 
4 When disputes prevailed with you, Roganaut- 

4 ROW CAME TO US, AND DEMANDED OUR PROTEC- 
4 TION. —We THOUGHT HE HAD A RIGHT to THE GO- 
4 VERNUENT, AND GAVE HIM OUR ASSISTANCE.—No- 
; THING EUT ILL FORTUNE ATTENDS HIM, AND ^TB 
' ELEN BROUGHT TO THIS MISERABLE STATE BY 

’ KEEPING HIM WITH US —YOU ARE MASTERS TO 

* take hum from us.—We shall henceforth ad- 

4 HERL iO THE TREATIES THAT HAVE FORMERLY 
4 TAKEN PLACE BETWEEN US. Be PLEASED TO FOR- 
4 GIVE WHAT HAS HAPPENED.* 

44 The Marratta Minifters anfwered—R oganaut- 

44 ROW IS ONE OF US. W«AT RIGHT COULD YOU HAVE 
44 TO INTERFERE IN OUR CONCERNS WITH HIM ? ^Ve 
"NOW DESIRE OF YOU TO GIVE Up SaLSETTE AND 
44 BaSSEEN, AND WHAT OTHER COUNTRIES YOU HAVA 
44 POSSESSED YOURSELVES OF., AS .ALSO THE ClRCARS, 
44 THOSE OF THE PekGUNNAHS QF BaRQACH, &C. 

! "WHICH 


The Eaftem term for an audi$nc$, 
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«* WHICH YOU HAVE TAKEN IN GV2ZERAT. ADHERE 
“ TO THE TREATY MADE IN THE TIME OP BALAGEE- 
“ ROW,* AND ASK NOTHING ELSE.** f 

€ * Mr. Farmer heard this anfwer, and returned to his 
“ camp. On the 16th, at noon, Mr. Farmer returned, 
41 and told Scindia, That be had brought a blank paper, 
“ ftgmd and fealed, which the Marratta Chiefs wight Jill 
“ up as they pleafed. Scindia told the Minijiers , 7 hat al- 
“ though they had it in their power to make any demand's 
“ they pleafed , it would not be advifeable \o do it at tbit 
“ time ; for our making large demands would only few re - 
41 fentment in their hearts , and we hrd* better demand 
44 only what is necejfary. Let Roganau row be with us, 
“ and the treaty between us and tb$ EngUJh will be ad- 
44 hired to . Let Salfette , ayid the Pirgunnabs in Guzzerat , 
“ be given back to us. Let the Bengal army return back . 

For the reft, let us all with them, as is jiipulated in 
“ the treaty with Balagee-row. the jewels mortgaged by 
Roganaut-row be reflated, and nothing demanded for them. 
“ Let all tbefe articles be wrote out on the paper they have 
* l fent i which was accordingly done. Mr. Farmer, 
“ and Lieutenant Stewart, were left as hoftages for' 
“ the ratification and punftual performance of the con- 
44 ditions ftipulated in the capitulation and treaty.— 
“ On the 17th, the treaty was returned to the Mar- 
“ rptta camp, written in Perfian, Marratta, and Eng- 
“ lifli, fealed with the Company's feal, and figned by 
“ Mr. Carnac, and four officers. After this, the Mar- 
” ratta furdars fent them victuals, which they needed 
44 much. The Engliffi marched out, efcorted by 2000 
44 Marratta horfe, but Roganaut-row, not finding tf 
44 lucky hour, did not go to the Marratta camp, but 
44 will go after twelve o’clock to-morrow.” 

41 Alas I alas! how fallen! how fullied!” 

Aftec 

• Thii treaty wti made ia September, 1761. 
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Afrcr exhibiting fuch diftinguiftied marks of the mo- 
derafmn of the Marratta Regency, on anoccafion fore- 
mark .blv fivotirable to their views and gratifications, it 
W 'ul < be unjuft not to transfix to honourable and equi- 
tab’e an impreffion, bv a reference to two letters from 
Sicc-irum . undic, Miniib rot the Marratta Sovereignty, 
to Mr. Mailings m hi- higheft capacity of Governor 
General, received tn Calcuta the 7th and uth Decem¬ 
ber, 17^8 •, f arther with an exrr.«£V to the fame effeft, 
from Mo dajcj B »ofh. the Rajah of Berar. Thefe 
communicanons, which a- e impregnated with the nobleR 
quali;;e : which the human mind is capable of entertain¬ 
ing. are placed! in the Appendix under A. No. 5, 6 f 

and 7. 

' • * 

• 

On this day, Mr. Francis,’ finding no propofition 
made by :he Governor, moved, that orders be fent 
to Genrral Stibbert, to put him on his guard, and to 
hold the trwops Rationed in Rohilcund, and inOude, in 
readinds to march. The motion was oppofed by the 
Governor and Mr. Barwell, as unneceflary and unfea- 
fonable. The Governor laid, “ bewi/hedit bad not bee* 
“ made." Y^t in the end it was agreed to, with an 
amendment propofed by Mr. Barwell, which carried the 
prh ciple of ,he motion mu^h farther than Mr. Francis 
intended : i. e. “ That the two brigades Jbould be imme - 
diately ajfembled and emamped.” M{. Francis Rated the 
evident contradiction contained in the arguments ufed 
by the majority, and therefore oppofea the motion. 

March j. Letters of the 7th of February, from Ma¬ 
dras, and of the 26th of January, from Colonel God¬ 
dard, were laid before the Council. That from Ma¬ 
dras had the fignature of Sir Eyre Coote, with thofe 
of the eftablifhed Prefidenry, which Rated, in ftrpng 
terms, the fatal confluences likely to attend the difaRert 
4 Poonafi, particularly to the Government of Madras* 
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They fay, 1 *?bat by one ill-timed and unfortunate enter• 
‘ prize, the reputation of our arm is fulhed\ and tie 
‘ friendjhip of the prmipal Indian States , hazarded, or 

* loft for ever *, and that too , at a period when we are en- 

* in a war ' which cads for the exertion of all our 

* force, and the good will ofe r jeryftate in attune., with usd 
In the eoncluuon they recommended, * to dtreti the 

* retreat of Colonel Goddard through Berar , towards the 

* coaft of Orixa , and the northern Circars* 

By Colonel Goddard’s letter it appeared, that he wa$ 
uninformed of the event at Poonah *, he inclofed a let¬ 
ter of the i ith January, from Genera 1 Carnac and Co¬ 
lonel Egerton, in which they advife i an to proceed ei¬ 
ther toBaroach or Surat, or to remairi on the borders 
of Berar j but do not -advife him to advance towards 
Poonah. 

This advice difeovers, that thefe Gentlemen found 
out their miltake before the firtt a&ion with the Marratta 
army.—And concluded, that if Colonel Goddard conti¬ 
nued his march towards Poonah, his army would be cut 
off or forced to lurrender at diferetion. He wifely and 
happily followed the very featonable advice thus given 
to him. Himfelf was of opinion, that a profpedt of be¬ 
ing able to effeft the revolution in favour of Roganaut- 
row, thcmfelvcs, was the motive for exprefling fo little 
anxiety about the arrival of his detachment. The Go¬ 
vernor, without propofing any ir»ftru£tions for Colonel 
Goddard, moved, * That General Stibbert Jhould be or - 
4 dered to fend the firft brigade acrofs the Jumna, and 
4 to enfamp it on the other fide .* Mr Francis tx prefled 
at once, his fenfe of the mcafure, but defired that the 
further confkteratron of it might be put off till the next 
morning. This was conftmed to by the Governor, on 
condition that he might be allowed an opportunity of 
ponlidering Mr. Francis’s objections to the motion, be- 
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fore they were brought into debate at the Board. Mr 
Wbeler and Mr. Francis concurring in opinion, drew 
up their reafons in the form of a joint proteft, which 
they fent next morning to the Governor, before the 
meeting of Council. 

March 2. The next day Mr. Haftings began with 
declaring, * That he had Hot read the joint proteft *’ and 
delivered in a mjnute retracing that of yefterday. *•—• 
When this bufiyfs was over, and no proportions; made 
by the Governor, Mr. Francis moved, * That orders be 
'fent to Colonel Goddard, to retire to Berar , and from 

* thence toward the coaft of Orixa , and the Cbicacole Cir* 
r car * fuppofmg always that thefe orders were to reach him 

* before be quittfiTbis ftation on the Narbudda * The mo¬ 
tion was ordered to lie*for confidcration. 

In a debate on the 4th March, upon Mr, Francis*! 
motion of the ad, it was rejected by the ufual majority. 
The di fcuffed fubje&s will throw'additional lights upon" 
the political views and principles of Mr. Haftings. He 
obje&ed to the motion for two reafons, iff * Became 

* be thought it probable that Colonel Goddard had refymei 
‘ the negotiation with Moodajee Boojla . 2 d. Becaufi the 

* propofd route lay through the dominions of the Nizami 

* who, it is not to be expelled, -would confent to their paf- 
' fage, nor was this a time to furnijh him with a pretext 
'for open hoftilities again]} us.* Yfct the negotiation* 
which Colonel Goddard is (uppofed to have re fumed, 
and which Mr. Haftings thinks it unfafe to interrupt,* 
has the invafion of the Nizam’s dominions for one of 
its principal obje&s. Did not the fame reafons apply 
more ftrongly and ,dtredly, to the march of the fame* 
detachment through the Marratta dominions ?—It will 
Sppcar from the Governor’s minute, that conqueft and 

L extent 

* Tb 

* 

* The minatei an both fidet deferve die attention tf die Court of 
Directors, 
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tytentof tjpminion, were held opt as his profWTed and 
avowed objeds, and that Mr. Frances endeavouring to 
Confine the Company's arms within their own adual 

S ’ ofleffions, is conftrued as preferring narrow limits to 
ieir Government. 


On the 5th of March, Mr. Francis recorded a com- 
prehenfive and judicious minute, in reply to the objrc- 
lions made to his motion, and in refutation of the gene- 
raldodrine advanced and maintained byMr.Hafting* —- 
the ^th paragraph of which is to the following purpoie: 

‘ That the limits be would preferibe to ipe Britifh Empire 
« in India, is wide enough to anjwer t.ery wife and profit- 

* able purpofi. That their arms jhouht k employed in fecur- 
‘ ihg what they had acquired . That all their acquifitions 

* may be tofi, by endeavouring to extend them. That if op, 
‘ pofite piaxipts are recommenced as a wifer policy, they are 

* not fupported by the example of Great Britain . That the 
f dtfiant dependencies of Great Britain originated in a fph it 
i of Commerce and Colonization. And , that though their 
< fleets ailed with honour in the mofl dillant quarters of the 

* globs, the fucc'js of naval enter prizes p- oved nothing m 

* favour of expeditions by land into the hearts of countries 

* boflile and unknown * * 


* Mr. Francis conceiving from indired expreflions, 
which the Governor had uttered, that the weight of his 
objedion lay to the movement of the detachment into 
the Chicacole province, propofed again, that it might 
be ordered into Berar. But he was miftaken j it met 
the toe fate. ' But whether the arguments ufed againft 
the tond motion can be reconciled to thofe which were 
employed again ft the fir ft, may deferve the confederation 

of 

t Th« latter part concerning Britain, alludet to OMervations a&4 
Conparifona in Mr. Haftin^a’a minute. 
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tif the Coyrt ofDire&ors, who hive thrift at large upoft 
their records. In this place, however, it may be mate* 
rial to obferve, that fiippofing any future turn of events* 
fbould, in the eyes of thofc who judge only by events, 
render it a fortunate circumftance, that Colonel God* 
dard fhould have proceeded to Surat, Mi*. Haffings will 
have no merit from that meafure, or from any advanta¬ 
geous confequence which may attend it, unce it ha$ 
been demonftrated beyond the power of doubt, that its 
objeft was diametrically oppofite to fuch an idea. And 
in this da/'s debate Mr. Haftingsexprcfsly faid, il Tbd 
be wifi'd eqmlkwitb Mr . Francis , for the return of the 
M detachment to aerdr y and equally dreaded to bear of its 
** proceeding to tbe m other edafi. * In the fame debate he 
obirrved, “ that the pitta for reftoring Roganaut-row haw* 
** ing fatLd, Colonel Goddard was under exprefs orders , * on 
“ recei ving advice of fuch conclufton to recur to bis negbeia • 
“ lions with ' Moodajee Boojla, which necejfarily and umb 
“ void. t h!y implied bis return to Berar ” Are thefe dark 
myiteriuLis tranladfions confident with Mr. Haftings'a 
public duty ? Or, aie they either honourable or poli* 
deal l 

It will hereafter appear, that Colonel Goddard re¬ 
ceived thanks and rewards for taking that very ftep, 
which, according to Mr Hallings’s prefmt declaration* 
ntuit be contrary to his eftprefs omrs\ .admitting that he 
was jultifieu by the necdlity of his fituation, in pro- 
ceeumg, by forced marches, to Surat, as loon as he had 
heard ot the defeat near Poonah, Mr Ballings has clear¬ 
ly no (h ire in the merit of that refolution, dr in any good 
coniequencc* tftat might have attended it, accord* 
“ ing to his expr fs ordersColonel Go dam d ought to boroi 
“ returned to Berar** 

hi Marcb 

i t - 4 ‘ 

• Thefe Were? private orders, without did knowledge Of Coftouf~ 
reate of the Board; 
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March ijo. A letter from Colonel Goddard* (fated 
the 5th of February, from Brahmpore, announcing his 
purpole of marching the next day towards Surat, in con- 
Jeqkakt of ordtn he had received from the Seleft Com¬ 
mittee of Bombay, was laid before the Board. By the 
letter of the Bombay Committee, dated 22djanuary, he 
is,informed that they arc not at liberty to give him any 
pfecife information as to the reafons of the return of 
their army, or the probable confcquences o*f it. In 
purfuance of his refolution Colonel Goddard moved on 
with his detachment, and arrived at Sur& about the 26th 
of February, having not feen an enemy, nor met with 
any oppofuion whatfoever in the rafeh from Brahm- 
pore. — Had the army been commanded by a m2n of 
left bravery and activity, the chances Were a hundred 
to ope againft the fuccefs of the expedition. The Mar- 
rattas called in all their troops to oppofe the Bombay 
army i and the treaty made with Mr. Carnac lulled them 
into a fecurity, until it was difavowed in Bombay; and 
in the mean time, Colonel Goddard prefled his march, 
and efcaped. 

The Remarker having, in the preceding detail, en¬ 
deavoured to, fticw the origin, principle, and progrefs 
of the Marratta war, which cannot fail to lead the mind 
td underftand its probable confequchces on the difpo- 
fuions of the native powers in India againft the Britifh 
name, he thinks it iefs necellary to purlue the fame pre- 
cilion in the few obfervations that are to follow, in rela¬ 
tion to dates and trivial difcufllons, while he adheres with 
confidence to real fatfts, in narrating the leading prin¬ 
ciples of a&ion. 

Mr. Francis, by minute on the 15th March, exprefled 
a concern and furprife, at not having heard from the 
P/efldericy of Bombay, concerning the defeat of their 
Sfftpy, the nature of the terms ftipulated with the re- 

. gene 
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gency ofPoonah, and their furtbtf dstermlnatihm 
infinuated an apprchcnfion, that rcdufcficf tw an eitidn*^ 
approaching to defpair, and having nothing more to lofe* 
they may be impelled'by a fertility, Which fteCeffity u 
too ready to engender, to renew the war at all hazards^ 
That paft experience had afforded too much reafon to 1 
juftity that fufptcion, and t herefose, in order to prevent! 
the probability of fuch injudicious add dangerous mea* 
fares, he moved* : 

44 fbat a let for be immediately written to bbiPn^fobt^f. 
41 of Bombay , twfxprefs the concern and fitrprtfi oftBeW^t 
“ at the profound fence they home obferved to the 
44 ammijlratiott , on the late operations and Meat of timfi 
44 army, and to prohibit Jhem in the moft precifi arid ptifitftif 
44 terms, and as they will anfwer 'the contrary at tbeir fml{ 
“ from commencing or renewing bojlilities againfi the Mbrrdfr 
44 tas, or any other Indian princes or powers, except in thriri 
44 own immediate defence, without our confent andappr^ 
44 balm, fajl had and obtained ” 

This motion was negatived by Mr. Haftings an&Mfc' 
Barwcll. And certain it is, that nothing can fhew the 
ipirit of oppolition, and its fatal influence 1 over evdry 
principle of reafon, policy, and concern for the Compa¬ 
ny^ imereft in general, than the ver^ loofe and frivolous 
rcaions oppofedto this motion, without difavouring the 
expediency, and even acknowledging the propriety of it. 

On the 17th of March a letter was received from the 
Prefidency of Bombay, dated the $d February,intima- 
ting the failure of the expedition againfi Poonah, by 
the defeat of their army, and that they did not think 
themfelves obligated by the conditions of the treaty^; 
but that they had intentions to enter info^nbth^r;;ttcjuy 
with the ^ar«ttu,,»nd lad, 

v ' .i welder 
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Goddard's detachment to march to Surat, indead of 
coming to Bombay* 

Mr. Wheler made a long and fenfible minute, expo- 
fmg, without exaggeration, the critical, but above all, 
the ruinous and expenfive date and pofition of the Com¬ 
pany's affairs in India, and earneftly recommended the 
means of procuring peace, at any race, in Jomt of the 
quarters, where they are threatened with hodilicy. 

April 5, Sir Eyre Coote having thitf day taken his 
feat at the Supreme Board. In confequynce of a recon¬ 
ciliation, and a proper underftandir which had been 
edc&ed between him and the Governor, the latter in¬ 
troduced an elaborate minute, complimentary of the 
former* And then, after dating the difgrace of the 
Bombay army, and the nature of the treaty, made on 
the field of battle, by perfons unauthorifed to fubferibe 
to fuch conditions, and without a knowledge of the 
want of that authority in thole who exa&ed it, he pro- 
poled the following cunje&ures to the confideration of 
the Board, as a ground to raifc real propoficions upon. 

id, <c That the Marrattas ought to be fatisfied with 
“ the pofleflion of Roganaut-row, and to relinquilh the 
** other terms of the capitulation.** * 

2d, “ That if the Marrattas have infided on the con- 
“ ditions, that it is probable the Seledb Committee have 
•« refufed compliance, and called upon Colonel God- 
“ dard to aid them in continuing the war.* 1 


3d, “ That 

# This fitvOM ttore of the ftyle of a conqueror, than -the conquer* 
uti consequently it mar be thought fomewlut indelicate and un¬ 
reasonable, confidering the extreme moderation of the rtal mqutrtrb 
on the 15th and M Janaary. 
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3d , u That the Mttrrattts, knowing the invalidity*# 
“ (he aft, had cvafion in contemplation, in order to re* 

“ new the war when they ihould be abk to profccute it 
“ with furer effcft, with die afljftgnccof the French from 
M Mauritius. 

4th, w That the divifions of the Mariettas hate been 
“ but fuperficially covered, and not healed That the 
“ return of Roganaut-row may excite frefh commotions 
“ amorgft them. 1 hat he lees no chance of recovering 
tv Rog nr-ur*ro*\; but, on the contrary, that be h loft 
“ to u for ever , SJchough it may be no great lofsto tw, ' 

“ I X cpt 
“ 1 it liHS 
« US." * 

5th, “ That the conduft of Moodajee Boofla, fine® 
“ hir k’ owledge of this event, manifeits the imprefifoi} 
“ which it hath generally made on the minds of the peo- 
“ ( lc ci Hi; cofian. And they believe that any rarc$ 
“ which we c-.uld fend againft them would prove unc- 
“ qual to their luperio/iry of numbers, and the rapid 
u movements of their cavalry.” f 

Upon thefe conjeftured principle* he offered thefbk 
lowing propofitions, viz. 

\ ♦ 

1 ft, “ That Colonel Goddard be invefted with pow- 
M ers, as minifter, to reprefent this government at the 
“ court ot Poonah, for the renewal or confirmation of 
M the treaty of Poorunder, to relinquifh the late conven- 
n tion, and not to admit French force* into their do* 

minions, 

* This conje&tiie was calculated entirely for renewing the aeto. ‘ 
station with Moocbjee Beotia. 

* ■ , * .1 ■ , f 

f Artful motives to ftimulate a dangerous exertion in the war 
againft the Marrattas, even at the hazard of leaving the kingdoms 
w Bengal, fiahar, and Orwa, deftitute and dsfeaccleS. 


)v 1 egret ring tne wouno wmen tne ontnn ere- 
received in the manner of his ftpqraim from 
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^mkisp,, or to make cftablUhotents on their coafts, 
c * Apd .that the alternative (hall amount to a declare 
w tioa of war. (With a draught, No. i.) 

£ * > ’ 

ad. That the firft brigade, already ordered to '& 
“ convenient ftation for cr fling the Jumna, be fup- 
•*, plied with ordnance, ammunition, and (fores fit tor 
V the kf vice. 


jd* “ That Major Camac be ordered back to Co- 
f* .rumba, or to ibroe other convenient'itation, within, 
“oc neavtto ourbprdcrs, and (upplieli with ammuni¬ 
tion, &c. 


tt 

u 


... ; f I- 

4th. “ That Sir Eyre Coot# be requefted to ifliie 
the neceffary orders for carrying the preceding refo- 
Jqtiona into execution. 


i “ That a letter be wrirten to the Paiftiwa and 
« fyluii&ers, on the fubjeft of Colonel Goddard's 
^O^nj^flEon. (With a draught, No. 2.) 


' 6th. “ That a letter be written to Moodajee Boofla; 
“ (With a draught, No. 3.) 

f * r 

‘ 7th. “ That a letter be written to the Prefidency bf 
« Bombay, advifing of Colonel Goddard's commiffion, 
“.requiring conformity from them, and to prepare for 
«jfewce, whether oflfenfive or defenfive, in virtue of 
“ explicit and pofuive orders from hence. 


gib. 4 * That * tetter be font to the Prefidency of 
«Madras, informing them of our defigns. And in 
{* cafe of fuccefs againft Mahe, the forces to remain 
at- Tdlteherry, inf prdef to be ready 'to 
$« move, on application, to join de forces at Bombay." 

Although 



( *9 ) 

Although the conjectures which lead to thefe propo¬ 
rtion*, aw liable to animadverfion, a* well as the pro- 
poficiorfs ihtmfelves 5 yet as the generality of them, 
have alfo an apparent tendency to bring forth an ac¬ 
commodation with the Marrairtas, it Will be treated 
with the fame degree of indulgence which it received 
from Mr. Haftings’s conlhnt opponents on that fub- 
ieA, referring tb the evident fpirit difguifed in the ill, 
3d, 4th, and 5th conjectures, and in the ift and 6tll 
proportions. Letters and authorities founded in ge¬ 
neral upop thefe proportions, were rcfolved. 

Letters from ,*he PrefidenCy of Bombay, and from 
Colonel F.gertorf, having thrown"new lights on many 
tranfattions, before, ^r, and after the expedition from 
thence to Poonah, it appeared, jhat the m ijority of the 
Select Committee are reprehensible in the Higheft de¬ 
gree, in undertaking fo important a meafure without 
pireviouQy adjufting terms with Roganauc-row’s adher¬ 
ents i „in not availing themfdves of the power they had 
vefted in them over the Bengal detachment, to co-ope¬ 
rate with their own army; in not arriving at a clearer 
knowledge of the true flute of the Poonah Durbar, be¬ 
fore they finally rcfolved upon a&uil aflion; in the 
wilful violation of the Company’s pofitive orders; by 
the appointment of civil deputies to conduct military 
operations in the field $ in in veiling civilians with pow¬ 
ers incompatible with military fervree, and fubvtrfive 
of that decree of fubofeiinatiun, which alone can fccure 
a profpect of fuccefs; in the enormous quantity of bag¬ 
gage and cattle, lb prepofteroully inconfiller.t with the 
diftance, *nd number of troops-, In the violation of a 
convention and capitulation, having, by their own a& 
j*nd inveftuure in the Field Committee, riven the moft 
fblemn ratification which the whole’board of the Select 
Committee, and the Company’s public and corporate 
fta), could give; regardlefs, alfo, of the critical fliua- 

M tion 
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tion of two gentlemen, who freely yielded themlelve? 
as hoftages, confiding in the facred faith of the Com¬ 
pany j and the ungenerous manner in which Colonel 
Egerton and Colonel Cockburn were circumvented, 
under fpecious and.falfe pretences, to refign the com¬ 
mand of the Bombay army in garrifon. 

The proceedings on thefe fubjefts are voluminous, 
arid therefore would be tedious. However, as nothing 
can lead to a clearer knowledge of the fafts, and the 
original, as well as the exifting principles and views of 
the ruling parties, than forne of thefe proceedings at 
both Boards, they lhall be felefted fa} that purpofe, 
and the narrative continued by » .crafts from them, 
during the difeufiion of thefe points, with onlyocca- 
fipnal remarks. 

Extract from a letter from the Seleft Committee of Bom- 
bay, to the Secret Committee of the Court of Direftors, 
dated I’jth March, 1779. 

Par. 17. 1 From the very general information the 

* Governor General and Council gave in of their pro- 
4 jefted alliance with Moodajee Boofla, we could not 

* form any judgment in what manner this Prefidency 
4 might be affefted thereby, nor did it firike us, that we 

* could receive either injury or benefit from the Rajah 

* of Berar, unless he fhould alTert his claim to the Ra- 
4 jalhip ot the Marratta empire, to which he had fome 
4 pretenfions, and reflore the antient form of the Mar- 
4 ratta government. We did not pretend to judge, 
4 what advantage a conneftion with him might afford 
4 to your Bengal province, to which his country is con- 
4 tiguous •, but f) far as we might venture an opinion, 
4 wc conceived them fo little liable to danger, that an. 
4 alliance with Moodajee Boolh merely for their lecu- 
4 rity, fo far as he could contribute to it, which ap- 

* peared 



4 peared by their letter to be the obje£k of Mr. Elliot’s 

* deputation, did not fcem to be a confidcration equi- 
4 vaient to the injury your general iotereft would 1'uf- 
‘ tain, were we to forego the plan refolved on the 21ft 

* Had we been apprized in time that the negotiation 
4 with Moodajee Boofla, was to afieft the operations of 
1 the Bengal detachment, or that in the intended alii- 
4 ance with him, was comprehended a plan, to fupply 

* the place of 'he one originally recommended by us, 

* and to anfwer the fame purpofe, we certainly would 
1 not have proKcuted our plan* for the reftoration of 
6 Ragoba;* amj thereby have avoided the confufion 
4 inleparable from a complicated fcheme, when fo great 
4 a diftance lay between the parties. Bur we appeal to 

* you, whether from the letters from Bengal of the 17th 
‘ Auguil and 15th of October, we had any reafon to 

* entertain fuch an idea of the negociation with Moo- 
4 dajee Boofla. On the contrary, in the laft of thefe 
4 letters, the Governor General, and Council, after they 
4 knew of the reftraint laid on Moraba, and the mem- 
4 bers of his party, (adherents of Roganaut-row) gave 
4 us reafon to conclude, that they Jlill depended upon us 

for the accomplifhment of thofe grand ebjefis we hath bad 
in viewer by their giving up the controul over Colo¬ 
nel Goddard’s detachment, whether the plan formed 
in July exilted, or whether we had formed any other 
for the fame ends, confidently with the terms they 
had prefented for their affent.* 

The preceding paragraph was accompanied by the 
minutes of Council, of which the following are felcit* 
cd, as peculiarly adapted to the prelent occafion: 

M 2 Minute 

* Rsgofca and Roganaut-row, is one and the fame perfon. 
f The words of the Bengal letter. 
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Minute of Governor Hornby, 19th Feb. 1779. 

‘ The fchemes of the Governor General and Council* 

* wirh regard to the Rajah of I?erar, being yet unknown 
4 to us, it is impofTible to found any mealure on them. * 
4 Yet, I cannot help now obierving, that if* as has been 
4 conjeftmed, the gentlemen at that Prefidency have 
4 entertained thoughts of icitoiing in his perl’on, the 
4 ancient Rajah govcrnnv.nt, the attempt feems likely 
4 to be attended with no fmali difficulty. The powers 
4 who are now in polTcflion of the P^ilhwa domains, 

4 together with all the Wh.re-d.us, hovfcevtT diltinited 

* among theinlelves, would probable concur in oppo- 
4 fing Mood.jee Boofla j who, Iron every thing l have 
4 been able to learn, has for fomc. time‘pall taken no 
4 part in the Wellern broils, nor appears to have any 
4 party among the leading men in this part of the em- 
4 pire.* And 1 would *ilh to fubmit to the Governor 
4 General and Council, whether it might not better 
4 anfwer our viewt* by iupportmg a formidable Chief, 

4 like Moodaj'e Siindia, who has already acquired the 

* adual pofitfl'wn of the Paifhwa domains, which are 
4 the authority of the office, who is backed with the 
4 resources of his own Jaghire, and has the perlon of 
4 Koganaut row at his dilpolal, to give a colour of iaw- 


* It Mood .ij re Booth had .ideally fucceedod. lie is a very old 
ami iniu01 man, tottering upon the \rrge of eternity — Can, or 
could Mr. Mattings i;,fuic tin.- future conloinmy of alliance and cor- 
p-lpoi'dutve ot a leru'.. of lucceflou, when wallowing in power and 
%v .i.'iii, to the c.'ompin\ r At there not recent mitanres to the 
contrary in ti er) pa t of Inch? Might it not, as himfclf laid on 
a late ocutuon, pjv\c dangerous to the security of the Company, to 
unite inch great pu!. itior.s, .'-id of courfe fitch wealth and jower, 
in ar.v one neighbouring (Lite ; and would it’not be highlv impoli¬ 
tic, , . . . 



empire 



( 95 ) 

ful authority to that he has affumed, than by attempt* 

* ing to model the whole date a-new, and to place the 
‘ ruie of it in hands of our own chufing •, a labour, that 

* is perhaps top arduous, and the fucccis certainly du- 

‘ bious.* . v 

The Governor of Bombay fubjoined to his declara¬ 
tion the following date of arrangements at Poonah; 

1 Moodajee Scindia in every change has appeared 
fupreme, 

i ft. * Madar^v Narrain, Paiihwa; 

2d. ‘ Savag*ee-rowTRagoba*s Son) Naib. 

* 

3d. * Scindia and Holker, to aft for Savagee-row. , 

4th. ‘ Ragoba, to relinquiih the government, have 
a Jaghire, and refide at Jaffi. 

5th. ‘ Nana Furnefe and Sacaram, to conduft the 
government as Minifters, and to derive their authority 
from Scindia and Holker. 1 

This fettlement was pafled in writing,—All the Mar- 
ratta officers were affembled, and told, that this muft 
be looked upon and regarded as,a coaclufive fettle¬ 
ment, and any attempt to oppofe it, would be confider- 
ed as treachery againft the (tate. The ufual rejoicings 
on fuch occafions were obferved; 

Governor Hornby, by minute of 30 March, 1779, 
urges the fame language as in the Letter to the Court 
of Direftors of the 27th inft. and his laft recited minute 
of 19th February, with refpeft to the proceedings of 
the Supreme Council.—And that Mr. Elliot would have 
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had to encounter very great difficulties and obftacles in 
the negotiation with which he was entrutted,- in order 
to reioncile the meafures already adopted at Bombay, 
with the hearty approbation and concurrence of the Su¬ 
preme Council, to the other oppofite meafures of the 
Supreme Council, at one and the fame time. 


Mr. Draper, the 3d in the Bombay Councils, upon 
more wile and accurate principles, declared, 44 that he 
44 had no opinion of fucceeciing in any permanent alli- 
44 ance with Moodajee Scindia, from the temporary na- 
44 ture of his prclent power. And he recommended, 
44 in preference to all others, a direft,Jtnd proper ar- 
“ rangement with the Marratta Sta* .* '* 


Mr. Hornby obferved further/ 44 that the Governor- 
44 General and Council probably thought, that thecom- 
44 municaiion of another fcheme, while that in favour 
41 of Roganaut-row was under confideration, might ferve 
44 only to embarrals and produce a diffidence in the Bom- 
44 bay Councils, which might impede the profecution of 
44 their own mealurcs with the neceffary degree of con-. 
44 fidence and vigour/* f 


On the fame day, Mr. Hornby recorded another mi¬ 
nute, which claim;, fingular attention tor the general 
propriety of the lentiments which it inforces.—Indeed, 
it proves, that in confentingto the difgraceful expedition 
under field-deputies, he erred only in judgment. The 
following pafiages are literal extracts from it: 

“ The 


* This minute merits the attention of the Court of Directors. 

f 1 hefe conjeftures are furcly not ferious:—They carry a ftrong 
appearance of irony, however confident with the condud of Mr. 
Hillings, in not communicating his views in favour of Moodajee 
Ucoiut, to the Freft ency of Bombay, the feryants of the fame Com¬ 
pany, co-operating in the fame caufe. 
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“ The Bengal detachment mult already have cod an . 
“ immerrfe fum, and its expencc s tohile it remains here* 
“ is moie thanequal to the ful 1 amount of all our pre- 
44 fent revenues# Colonel Godda'd has hitherto Jup-. 
44 plied himfelrwith the fums ncc-ffary for the payment 
44 of the troops, by drafts cn Bengal ; but this is a re- 
44 fource that cannot be depc (led on for longer than 
44 eight or ten lacks more at iarth-tf.—The Colonel has 
44 Hkewife already expieftrd his a x.ay. with regard to, 
44 the burthen his expenccs m.*y p ore to the Bengal 
“ treafury *, and indeed, if we confnier the incrcaled 
44 military and naval eHablifhments of that P<efidency, 
44 on account of war with France, and the demands 
4 * which probabry have been already made on the. Go- 
’ verr.or General sind Council by the Gcntlemi n of Ma- 
" draft, wnofe diftrefsTor money has, as we have un- 
* 4 derftood, been the caufe of their delaying f<> long, to 

carry into execution the projected expedition agamic 
* 4 Mahe. We mult confider it as highly probable, that 
<! our hopes of lupplies of ca(h from Bengal may fail 
“ us.—In 1776, when the Governor General andCoun- 
“ oil proposed fupporting us in a war with the Marratta 
“ Minifters, on a proi’pe£t of Colonel Upton’s negoci* 
• f ations proving ineffe&ual, they advifed us, that they 
“ had relbived to lupply us with ten lacks, winch fum 
“ feemed all they could allow us ro depend upon. — 
« For they infilled tha; it Ihould be referved for the 
“•purpofes of the war only, * and even ordered a fcpa~ 
** rate account of it, that they might be fatisfied it was 
“ applied to no other.—’f this was the cafe at that time, 
“ how much lower mud our expectations b.: at this, 
“ when their own occafions, as well as the cxperu.es of 

44 ii;e 

* This prudent economical fvftem, fubfifted only during the mi¬ 
nority of Mr. Haftiags. The application of Mr. Hornby wj; Cri¬ 
tically feafenable, had not Mr. Haftings idled and thought from 
p r ndplcs diametrically oppofite. The reproach was feverc and juli, 
aVi confers honour on the author. 
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the Prefidency of Madras, multjbe cncreafed touch 
M beyond what we can venture even to gueft at. By 
•• the moft exa& eftimate I have been able to make, I 
•‘judge that between this time and the £'ilt of October 
“ next (/even months) we fhall have occhfjon for about 
•• fifty lacks, and all our refeurees together do not af- 
“ ford us a prolpedt of more than 20 lacks; great part 
“ of the laft depending on the clearing of purchafers 
•‘ goods from our warchoule, and on revenues, a con- 
“ fiderable part of which is 10 be received in kind, will 
“ be apt to fall Ihorc of the dliniate, while our expen- 
“ ces are likely to exceed, rather than prove lefs than 
“ they are rated at.—We might, indeed, by putting a 
“ total ftop to our inveftments, apt ’y about four lacks 
« appropriated for the purchafe of \ cpptr, and the com- 
•* pletion of the China fhips cargo, to defray our ordi- 
“ nary expences j but befides the inadequate proportion 
“ of this fupply to our wants, the remainder will, 1 be- 
“ lieve, be thought very defperate.” 

“ Another very alarming circumftance calls for our 
48 confideration. Colonel Goddard informs us, that one 
“ half of his Sepoys have refufed to receive their pay 
“ for the month of January, unlefs that for the month 
“ of February is at the fame time difeharged; and 
“ he feems to chink that this has proceeded from a dif- 
•• pofition among the men to return home, if they could 
“ rurnifh themfelves with monej enough to bear their 
“ charges to their own Country. — It is true, Colonel 
** Goddard is of opinion, that he fhall be able to put a 
•* ftop to this fpirit, on his return to the camp; but 
•‘ we have every reafon to fear the inefeafe of it, (hould 
ct the troops remain longer unengaged in fervice, which 
“ might divert them from fuch thoughts.” 

** Whatever our difficulties may be from the increafe 
44 of our expences, and the ncccffity of providing for the 

pun&ual 
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44 pun&ual ^payment of our troops; yet the defence of 
44 the iltdemcqj ablolutely requires, that we Ihouid find 
“ means of kecf\pg up our prefent force*, while things 
“ remain in thejjate they notf are with the Marratta*, 
4t and while the war with France continues. The only 
“ way in which this can betffefted is, by fecuring fuch 
“ a revenue under our own collection, as may be nearly 
44 anfwerable to our t-xpences j * and it is abfolutely ne- 
41 ceflary to think of raking fuch meafures for this pur* 
“ pofe, before the d.flrefs we forefee arrives at fuch a 
u height, as to render our efforts ineffectual. — By the 
“ month of Odober our finances will be Utterly ex- 
“ haufted j the futf amount procured from Bengal ta* 
44 ken up, and \ Jarge fum fill! due. In this Bate, 
44 fhould we have to luppnrt an united attack from the 
44 French and Mafratras, in what edndiriun ffiall we then 
“ be to oppofe them ? — (Air bond-debt is already in- 
44 creafcd near eight lacks. None of the money ex* 
* 4 pedted from Bengal to pay off that before contracted, 
“ is yet arrived i and to moft people here it feems in* 
44 credible; that the fubfeription opened at Bengal for 
“ raifing the fum necefiary, cannot be filled, or depen* 
u dcncc had upon it for fupplies.” + 

u Let any one carry his view forward to the month of 
44 O&ober next, and imagine what our fituation mult 
44 then be, if we continue inactive until that time; and 
44 let him tell me, whether the moft wofutce&ful war 

N 4 ‘ could 

* * This infatiable or ambitious idea; it is to be fufpeflw!, fpurred 

Mr. Hornby and his colleagues in council, to the unwarrantable 
fupport of Roganaut-row, without weighing the Hate of affairs and 
^' probable conferences, with that Wife deliberation which became 
their nations. 

f Here is an heneft confeflion Of the decline of the Company's 
credit in India, by one of tMf oJdeft and moft fenftble members of 
their adminiftration; yet Mr. Halting* urged and fttmulated the 
(reffdency of Bombay, and the Supreme Council, to involve hie 
employers in this labyrinth ofdiffre/i and threatened deftra&on. 
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44 could be attended *with more ruinous confcquences 
“ than we are then to expedt, withou* the lots of a fin- 
“ gle battle, and in pofleifion ftill orj*every foot of land 
“ we at prefent hold. It will then bv.in vain to talk of 
61 waiting for orders, or afiiftance of any fort from a- 
44 broad, when all our hopes at home fail us, and the 
44 moment of providing for our nece flitics is paft. The 

Poonah Durbar will foon find the terms of the con- 
44 vention, which they ftill infill on, will be every day 
“ lefs in our power to refufe. And we may depend that 
“ with fuch a claim on us, which they ftill keep up, they 
“ mean to enforce it, whenever phe opportunity may 
“ feem favourable. After al iwirtg for ten lacks more 
c * on Bengal, between this a »d next Odtober, which is 
* 4 to the full as much as we fhall find bills for, and I 
* 4 fear may be more than that government can conve- 
“ niently fpare us, we nuift expedt to be atleaft 20 lacks 
“ more in debt, which is fo large a fum, that 1 have 
“ doubts whether we may be even able to borrow it. 
“ But granting that money is ever fo plentiful, yet we 
44 have no funds to pay the intereft. And if once it is 
44 feen that the dreams of inexhauftible wealth from 
“ Bengal are at an end, that our fupplies from thence 
“ are flopped, and our expenccs more than double our 
“ annual revenue, our credit muft fail, and we mult 
44 fix a fhort day for the period of our ability to raife 
44 money by loans. * '1 lie Bengal troops which may 
44 now give vigour to our operations, by the time I 
44 allude to, may be quite ulelefs for want of money to 
4 ‘ pay them. Or, if they were to have no caul’e of dif- 
44 iatisfadlion on this account, there is reafon to* fear 
44 their numbers will every day diminifh, by their go- 
44 ing off to their own country j for which they wift 
44 naturally be growing more impatient the longer they 
44 are kept without employment.** 

The 

% However dreadful the impending afpett, reafon confirms it a* a 
natural one. 
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The foregoing abftraft breathes fo much candour in 
plain, unaffcCted terms, and exhibits a portrait of the 
Company’s affijjrs, under fuch high, diftinguilbing co¬ 
lours, that the i^ind cannot poflibly err in drawing juft 
conclufions, ar^wtll trom the predetermined mea lures 
which led to ir, as the imminent evils which the all- 
powerful hand of Providence can alone avert. 

Colonel Egerton, after fruitlefs endeavours and ex- 
poftulations in Bombay, appealed by letter dated the 
8 th March, accompanying a circumftantial ftate of his 
cafe, to the Supreme Council j the nature of Colonel 
F.gerron's complaint will appear in the minutes of Mr. 
Francis fo clearly, that it would be a work of fpperero- 
gation to abftrad them here *, but a linking paffage 
concerning the character of Roganaut-row, demands 
an indifpenfiblc place, viz. 

For this reafon, and becaufe I thought it conform¬ 
able to your directions in moll refpeCts, I contented 
to continue granting fupport to Ragoba, though 
much againil my own inclination, from a convi&ion 
that a man blackened with the commiflion of the molt 
atrocious crimes, would not prove an advantageous 
or honourable ally *, and that no faith could be ex¬ 
pelled from his moft folemn engagements. Howe¬ 
ver, notwithftanding thefe my rooted principles, the 
a Alliance of the Company's forces for conducting him 
to Poonah, could not at this time be with-held, with¬ 
out a total fubverfion of the political fyftem, we had 
fo long ago embarked in.” 

It appears from thefe abltraCts that Mr. Hafiings per- 
fevered with unpardonable and inexcufable obftinacy in 
purfuing the plan of alliance with Moodajee Booila, a- 
gainft every reafonable principle of found policy, and 
the force of clear conviction, in four material points.— 

N z Firft 
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f 

Firft, had the negotiation at Bcrar fucceedcd, and been 
carried into effed at Setterah, the meafure fi reftoring 
the antient Marratta government would by^ot only im¬ 
politic, but madnefs, threatening the (/bverlion of the 
Company •, and, in a general view, the&bverfion allq 
of all the native powers of India. — Secondly, the. Go¬ 
vernor General having had a knowledge of the confine¬ 
ment of Moraba, and the other Marratta chiefs who ad¬ 
hered to Roganaut-row. before the coniultation of 12th 
Odfober 1778, and the inRrudions tranfmitttd to Bom¬ 
bay, in confluence thereof, the caufc of Roganaut- 
row ceafed to wear any longer a propitious alped, and 
Ihould, in prudence, have bet n abandoned upon terms 
of perfonal fecurity to him.—1 hirdly having had a per- 
fed knowledge of the infamy and peiddiouinefs of Ro- 
ganaut-row, it was highly dilhdnourable to the Com¬ 
pany, dangerous to any confidence which might in fu¬ 
ture be repofed in him, and produdive of difguft and 
diffidence in the minds of all the Rates of Hindoftan, 
that the Company** protedion, friendlhip and arms, 
Jhould be proftituted to the lervice and exaltation of a 
man whole vices, dyed in the blood of his own kindred, 
and indelibly Ramped with the fouleR treachery, had 
rendered peculiarly obnoxious and deteRed throughout 
Afia.—And fourthly, having had a fixed objed in his 
own head, and concealing it under falfe and fpecious 
pretences from Mr, Francis and Mr, W'heler at the Su¬ 
preme Board, and from the Selcd Committee in Bom¬ 
bay, he milled and amufed the latter, and excited them 
to proceed to extremities upon a falfe giound, and er¬ 
roneous principles, which candour, ingenuity, and fide¬ 
lity to his truR, muR have inevitably prevented, and by 
that means have prd’erved the honour of the Company’s 
arms m.iulhed, their reputation unimpcached, ana their 
trealurcs unexhauRed, ■ 


May 24. 
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May 24. The pofleflion of .Bombay letters and do- 
cumentsineceffarily commanded the interpofnion, and 
ihould hav^commanded the decifive judgments in cer¬ 
tain cafes, W) the Supreme Council of India.—Mr. 
Hading* is j>dffelTed of abilities and perfpicuity which 
are too didinguifhed not to difeover the miferable fitu- 
ation into which his ownmeafures had plunged the Com¬ 
pany, and it became therefore a political principle in 
him to endeavour, by an appearance of temper, mode* - 
ration, and condefcenfion, to footh and lull the quick 
difeerning faculties of thofe who had deadily oppofed 
nis dtftrudive plans from retorting the chief blame up- 
, on himfelf; and by a fimilar management and addrefs, 
after loading tWd Prefidency of Bombay with bitter re¬ 
proaches and enures on the Bengal minutes, to impofe 
filence on them for f6ar of more ferious difeoveries to 
his own difhonor, by writing' to themfelves in a dyle 
and language expreffive only of confidence, hopes, 
Concern, and fympathy. Having, to all appearances 
thefe objects in contemplation, on the 24th May he 
prefenteii a minute of enormous extension, with an 
elaborate preamble of affeded candour, exemplary 
moderation, and unufual condefcenfion j but, nowand 
then tindured with fadious and infidious insinuations, 
with refped to other members of the board. He pro* 
pofed various matters to the confideration of the board, 
arranged under twenty-two heads. On this occafion 
aifo, Mr. Hadings reckoned without his hod. The 
addition of Sir Eyre Coote to his forces, did not inti¬ 
midate, or even flacken, the determined perfevering 
exertions of Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler. 

After thus arranging fyftematically the catalogue of 
matter fubmitted in the Bombay difpatches, Mr. Had¬ 
ings, defirous of avoiding any ferutiny which might 
agaia bring his own condud more openly into difeuf-' 
fion, and probably draw the whole blame upon himfelf, 

attacked 
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attacked, with indecent violence, the council of Bom- 
bay, without producing any fpecific or direflrchargc. 
The unwillingnefs with which he entered ur 1 >n this im¬ 
portant part of his public duty, will appear evident in 
the following, among many other fimilar pafTages in 
his minute: 

% 

* If the Board fhall judge it incumbent on them to 
enter into fo laborious a difeuflion, I fhall fubmit, 
though relundtantly, to bear my part in it.—Reluc¬ 
tantly, becaufe it will occupy more of our time, than* 
we can (pare from other more fubftantial obje&s; and 
becaufe I forefee that it will lead to altercations among 
ourfelves, it being impoflible that 'V who have but 
juft begun to agree in opinion, as to pbblic meafures, 
fhould all become of one mind on twentv-two diftinft 
and interefting propofuions, and becaufe it would be 
unavailing and inconclufive.’ 

It is obfervable now, that the prefence of Sir Eyre 
Coore had foftened Mr. Haftings, from that imperious 
dictatorial ftiie, and filent contempt, which marked his 
former minutes, while his own carting voice decided 
all points in controvcrfy. In the above fpecimen there 
appears a ftrange inconfiftency of argument.-—What 
‘ other more fubftantial objefts>* could come before the 
Board, than a meafure which confeffedly threatened 
ruin to the Company’s concerns in Afia ? and yet in 
the fourth line thereafter he declares, that the unfub- 
ihntial objects are become very ‘ interefting' which ne- 
verthelefs, would be ‘ unavailing and inconclufive ,* if made 
the lubjeCts of 4 laborious difcujfm j* thus confcious guilt 
forefaw, and ftemed to anticipate the confequences of 
the enquiry i it was therefore natural for him to wifh 
4 $fcvai;e it. 


Again, 
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Ag^p, he fays— 4 That rfi cenfure or to command* 

4 is ailrfeat we can do, except in one inftance j * for 

* our ceniures cannot imprefs reftraint, nor our com* 

4 mendations avert the effe&s of paft misfortunes, or 
4 preclude the judgment, which awaits the inltruments 

* of them from higher authority, f Our efteftual au- 
4 thority is limited to political engagements and military 
4 operations 41 undertaken without our previous licence” J 
4 The treaty, or convention, or whatever name it may 
4 bear, which was concluded at Wargaum, certainly 
4 falls within this defeription, and it is in our power if 
4 we picafe , to putitfr the authors of it by a temporary fuf- 
4 penfrn. But is it necefi'ary ? An aft fo fatal to the 
4 interefts of the Company, and fo difgraceful to the 
4 reputation of the Brinfti nation, cannot tail to excite 
4 the mod rigid ferutinyinto the condud of every 
4 one concerned in it, and the caufes which produced 
4 it, § by thofe who have the power both to judge and 

4 to 

* A Jefuitical evafion indeed! Command fliould precede cenfure, 
and difobedience authorized difmiflion.—What more can the Court 
of Dhcftors indict ? nnlefs the premeditated efledt will judicially en¬ 
title the injured party to damages. 

f Is not the power of fulpendon deemed an cffcftual authority, 
in the mean time r Cut Mr. Halting* trufted, that if the matter 
was immediately, and without local investigation, referred home, 
the fuperior influence of hi* own friends, would flur over the en¬ 
quiry without fcrupulous ferutinj, and reft the whole blame upon 
the Bombay Council; whereas, if the enquiry was invcltigatrd in 
India, he dreaded, that the minutes of "thole who oppofed hii mca- 
fuics, and thofe of the Bombay Council, would trace the ftkbjelt to 
its fource, and dilhibute the ftrgmas among the culprit*, according 
to their rcfpedlive degrees of criminality. 

I Here Mr. Halting* ha* carried affected moderation beyond hi* 
purpofes, bccaufe the Bombay Council having had ‘ previous li- 

* ttnet? he, unguardedly, criminates himfeif, as the Idle author 
of the licence. 

§ By this bravado, he expeded to imprefs the public with an 
idea of innocence In himfeir, and to avoid the cenfure of adiredt 
participation, if not that of appearing the ofteafibie criminal. 
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* The charge preferred by Governor Hornby againft 
4 Colonel Egerton, and Lieutenant Colonel Ccckburn, 

* and referred cxprefsly to us for our judgment upon 

* it, “ is but a 1'mall portion of a long feries of long 
44 apparent mifeondud, every part of which has an 
44 equal claim, and many greater, to our confideration 
44 of them.” There was no need of this reference to 
4 us, “ nor are we competent to receive it.” + 


4 Mr. Haftings, after bellowing a pf&fufion of re- 
4 proach, invective and abufe, on the E -.i^bay govern* 
4 ment, for the whole of their conduct, all at once 

* fweetened his tone into a tender melodious accent, and 

* he urged temper in the form of conveying the opinions and 
4 refolutions of the Board to men who were not exempt from 
4 the common infirmities of humanity , in order to give en- 
4 couragement and confidence to their future proceedings , in- 

* fiaad of adding to their deprejfion , which, by inflaming 
4 their paffms, might prove the furefi means of converting 
4 the power fiill left In their bands into infiruments of oppo- 
4 fition 9 and even of the defeat of the very meafures which 
4 required their agency , and could not be accompitjhed with - 

* out it: 


This is the moft fevere and cruel part of Mr. Haft* 
ings’s cenfures, becaufe it ceafes to attack their inca¬ 
pacity and wane of judgment, but is pointedly direded 
to their hearts, and which, in fad, becomes a charge 

of 


• Here hd contradicts what he averred but a few linos before, that 
the Council pofleffed the power of i'ufpcnfion. 

f Knowing, as Mr. Haihngs avows, * thole great and repeated 
• jnifeondutts of a long Handing,’ how criminal was him fell, in 
not reftraining them, having the power, and confiderably more cri¬ 
minal, in extending their power beyond the reach of correftion ? 



of high, inlmediate criminality a gain ft himfelf, whether 
he really entertained thofe fentiments of the Bombay 
government or not.—He declares, in explicit terms, 

‘ that under .the influence of pafjion s he believes them ca * 

• fable of betraying the mofl facred trufl and although 
he avows that the Supreme Board have legal power to 
fuipend men of that dangerous difpofition from their 
ftations, he prefers the mild and temperate expedient 
of fupprefling every idea of reproach, under pretence 
of preventing the abufe of an authority, which he, 
notwithftanding, continues to cloath them with, at the 
avowed hazard of fubverting the whole Britifh power, 
together with ikf property and poflfeflions of the Eng- 
lilh Eaft-lndta Company in Hindoftan.—The artifice 
and device pra&ifed upon this qccafion, were too Aim- 
fily lhaded to conceal the defign. The Governor of 
Bombay erred principally in conveying the power of 
the whole Board to a committee which accompanied 
the expedition, and in being too credulous to the afr 
fertions of Mr. Moftyn and Mr. Lewisbut above 
all, ia being too obedient to the dark, myfterious 
di&ates of Mr. Halting*. Mr. Draper, with a pene¬ 
trating judgment, qualified by experience, oppofcd the 
whole mealures, in every ftage, and was of courfe blame* 
lefsMr. Moftyn, whofe opinion firft milled the reft, 
was dead;—Colonel Egerton continued under fufpen- 
fion.—And Mr. Camac alone, remaining as the dreaded 
and exceptionable charaftcr, againft whofe voice was 
oppofed that of Colonel Goddard, invefted with tho 
plenipotentiary and controuiing power of the Supreme, 
Council qf India i—the Governor concluded with a 
propofal of a draught of a letter, to be written to the 
Selcd Committee of Bombay, agreeably to the mild 
fympathizing ftyle which he thought moft confiftcAC 
with prudence, than the dangerous confequencet of co¬ 
operating defperate fpirits, by juft reproaches; 


Q 


Sir 
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Sir Eyre Coote, having prepared a minjjte, which 
while itdifcovered the animated remains or a veteran* 
exprefled (in its primitive garb/, uninfluenced fenti- 
ments, and promifVd honor to himfeif, and a happy 
ifTue to the truft committed to him, in a two-fold ca¬ 
pacity i this performance, whether prompted by vanity, 
ior it contained good things, or want of thought, for 
Sir l\vre is often abfent in company, he prel'mttd at 
the board, notwithftanding that he had fome time 
before, become a convert to the lu; Trior eloquence and 
influence of the Governor, and fecond in council. Va¬ 
rsity may be alcribed as a prevailing principle, bccaufe 
the paper was rranfmitted to all pairs, an admirable 
fpecimen of: diftinguiflied abilities, t - excite the future 
expectations of mankind. 

The language thus rublifhed will enflame the paf- 
ftons of men again(1 the author, if by an actual 
apoftacy from the very fpiiit which it breathed, it is 
difeovered, that it was but a voice, an artificial found 
emitted by the mouthy without the concurnnce of the 
heart . 

He entered with judgment into an accurate detail cf 
the whole proceedings, from the adoption of the mca- 
furcs in July 1778, and inveftigatrd circumftanccs apd 
fads decUmble from them, to the return of the van- 
quiihtd aimy, and ihe fulpcnfloii of the military com¬ 
manders in Bombay. He criminated the connuift of 
the leiect committee, in taking away from the military 
commander the authority and influence which alone 
could enlure fucctTs and vi&ory, and vefting it in 
a cominutee of r*o civilians, occupying three voices 
again ft a firglc voice of the nominal military com- 
manuer.—Artd with juft piopriecy, he enumerated 

againft 

» * v 

0 He altered parts of it fcveral days thereafter. 




agawft Mr, Cmic (who, after the death 
tyn, pofleff^d abfolute and uncontrouled power over 
rhe army) a ca r alogue of crimes and errors, on which 
he makes rhe following very expreflive interrogations 
and fuggtftions. 

* Is there any thing,’ faid Sir Eyre, * that we, the 

* Supreme^pouncil can do, adequate to fuch cafe t 1 
The eye$* of the nation are upon us.—Our feelings 
for our country’s honour, will be the meafure of our 
own.—Our powers extend to a removal from their 
Rations.—Removal from Ration, Felting lofs of cha- 
rafter out of the queRion, amounts only to a cefla- 
tion of falary.^-And flull a mere ce flat ion of falary 
be a requital for the fads here Rated, if they fliould 
prove true ? No 1 iJt the acquital or punilhmcnt, 
luch an inveRigation thay bring on, become a na¬ 
tional objed. i propolV, that a public trial be 
ordered home. Our martial law muR decide upoii 
the merits of the two commanders of the army, or 
luch other officers, whofe condud upon the expe¬ 
dition may require elucidating But nothing lefs 
chan our national tribunals can acquit or punifti the 
civil gentlemen engaged in it, who by the exedfive 

4 powers they took, preferved the whole refponfibility 

* to thcmfelves.” 

What a pity that thefe fentiments pofTefled his mind* 
but for a few days only j it will appear by the minutes, 
that on the 7th and 10th of June he adopted others, 
diredly oppofite*, and on the r^th June fubicribed to,, 
a letter, Which facrificed the military Commanders of 
Bombay to thedecifion of the Civilians, who were their, 
accufers, and whom he declared fu hrr as the 24th of 
May to have ‘ preferved the whole njpinfib'diiy, to them- 
4 ftlity* In the lame fhort (pace, by a flrange infa¬ 
tuation, (for who can account for human infatuation) 

O a 
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he departed from all the patriotic, juft, and elevated 
maxims, urged with fo much energy and military fire, 
in this minute. f 

After complimenting Colonel Goddard on his great 
merit as an officer, Sir Eyre Coote propofed, that the 
rank of a Brigadier General by brevet commilTion be 
conferred on him, but adds, 

4 Thar it is notin the power of the Governor general 
4 and Council, or the Prefidency of Bombay, to ap- 

* point him commander in chief of the forces there, 

4 or to give him an efFe&ive voice in the Seled Coia- 

* mittee •, as Colonel Egerton cannot *he looked upon 

* in any other light than Command *r in Chief, (tho* 

* prevented from a&ing as fuch' until the fentence of 
4 a Court Martial, or the Court of Diredors, decide 
4 up‘,»n the charges laid againft him. Under thefe cir- 
4 cumftances, 1 have only to recommend, that the Go- 
4 vernment of Bombay iball give Colonel Goddard a 
4 deliberative voice in their committee, and confult 
1 him upon all military and political points * and that 
4 we continue to him thofe powers which he already 
4 pofleffes from this government, and further inveft 

* him with fuch others as may be found neccflfary for 

* carrying on our views.*—In continuation heobferved, 
4 That Mnodajee Boofla was propofed, becaufe his ele- 
4 vation will reftore the old Marratta Government, arvd 
4 thereby ftrengthrn, aggrandize, and unite the Mar- 
4 ratta Empire which very reafon feeming fo ftrong 
4 with the Council of Bombay, 41 if no better can be 
4 given, will prevent my ever concurring in it. Our 

real interefts are to keep theirs divided; always pre- 
4 venting over-growth of power in any of their parties * 

4 thus 

* He erred through inattention. The Council of Bombay thought 
. exattly as he did himfeif. ‘And the mifttke led Kim to oppofc his 
new friend Mr. Haitings, wlvofe favourite mcafure it was. 
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4 thus endeavouring to hold the fcales in our ow« 

4 hands, \we remain ourfelves in a great degree tb* 

4 umpire. ' This ‘is the truclt road to the fUpportof " 
4 our dignity and profit, as well as totbe fureft meani ‘ 
4 of retaining undifturbed, what we now pofibis,—*1 
‘ therefore think, that at prefent we lhould not look 

* to renew a war, but negotiate with the various Mar- 

* ran a irmprefts, an honourable peace, conformably 

1 to thaJairefttons already given Colonel Goddard J 

* upon that head. 

4 But if by refufmg this they force us to continue 
4 hoftilities, then our utmoft vigour {hould be exerted 
4 to fupport dbr military reputation in this country, 

4 and by one. united effort, put z glorious and fpoedjf 4 
4 end to the war. AS to the various plans propofed of 
4 feeking war for plunder, the honor of the nation and 
4 the Company, infeparablefrom my own, will never 
4 permit me to fubferibe to it.’ * 

Mr. Francis’s minute upon the fame occafion, will 
befpeak attention without either commendation or.pre¬ 
face.—The moft ftriking parts will be prelemed in his 
own words, as follow: 

4 l ought to apprize the Board, that in the following 
minute I have not offered my opinions on the mea- 
fures, which it may be proper for us to adopt here¬ 
after, for effecting a folid peace on the Marratta coaft, 
becaufe 1 looked on that part of the general fubjeft 
as already provided for, or, at leaft, difpofed of for 
the prefent, by the powers and inftru&ions which We 

4 have 

* He after fevCraldays fafhioned and qualified the two lad para¬ 
graphs to the mind and views of Mr. Halting* • Both continue 
spun record, as a monvmctit of. hi’ good mtm« and pliant conde* 
fetofioo. 
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! have given to Colonel Goddard.—My refleftions ap' 

* ply only, to the fa&s already part, and which 1 urT 
4 derftand to be referred generally to us, for our judg- 

* mem upon them/ 

The Minute of Mr. Francis, viz. 

4 It is needlcfs at this time to enter into a confidera- 

* tion of the jufticc of our quarrel with the Marrracta 

* Government, or of the extent and quality of the 

* powers under which the Presidency of Bombay have 

* a$ed, in violating the treaty of Poonah. Thofc quef- 
‘ tions have been fufficicntly difeuffed in the Governor- 

* Generars minutes and mine, before viV Eyre Coote’s 

* arrival/ 

* The following obfervations are confined to the po« 

* Jicy of the meafure within itfelf, and on its own prim 
‘ ciples, and to the propriety of the means made uleof, 

1 to carry it into execution/ 

ill. * It appears by the Bombay confutations of the 
4 ioth December 1777, and by their letter to us of 

* the 20th January 1778, that they were unanimaufiy 

* determined, not to engage in any active enterprise 

* in favour of Roganaut-roW, unlefs they were foheited 

* thereto, by Saccaram-Moraba, Bucheoba, and Tuc- 

* kojee Holker, by a joint application, under their 

* hand-writing and ficca’s (feak) and that this was a 
c condition fine qua non. 

4 Yet on the ift July following, they refolve to 

* march to Poonah, with Roganaut-row, without hav- 

* ing received any application from the perfons above- 

* mentioned, or entered into any fpccific engagements 
4 whatfoever, with any of the Marratta Chiefs/ After 
the expedition had failed, Mr* Hornby fays, 4 It was 

4 evident,- 
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evident, there was not one Chief in the Empire wh$ 
would draw a /word fir Roganmtrow' —(Minute 
9th February 1779) * It follows therefore that in un¬ 
dertaking, to act, without having previoufly fettled 
terms ot co-operation with fome of the Marratta 
Chiefs, they departed from their own fundamental 
principles, and as far as fupcefs depended on fuch 
co-operations, they had no right to expeft it. 

2d. • It further apeari by their proceedings of 12th 
October 1778, that when they took their rcfolutioti 
in July, they reckoned upon the hopes of adiftance 
from Morabaf Bucheoba, and Holker, with 30,000 
horfe. Yet jn*0<ftober they determined to carry their 
plan into execution,'when every expe&ation of fuch 
afliftance muft have failed them, confidering the two 
fir ft of the above Chiefs were then under reftraint, 
and the latter greatly fufpe&cd. 

3d. * In July, they appear to have relied on the af- 
fiftance of Colonel Leflie's detachment, and to have 
confidered the fecuring a jun&ion with him, aSetikn- 
tial to the fuccels of their plan, for which purpofe they 
then lent him orders to march to Zonir.—Y« on the 
12th O&nber, while our detachment was Hill in Bun- 
dlecund (the fame ftation which it occupied in July) 
that is, at fo great a diftancc, that a junction could 
not poffibly have been effected before the February, 
following •, they determine to carry their plan forth? 
with into execution. 

4th. 4 With thefe faffs before me, I have a right to 
conclude, that the Seleft Committee in attempting to 
march to Poonah, have a&ed in oppofuion to rheir 
own profeft principles, ' I mean, that whereas al firft, 
and up to the 12th Oftober, they -appear to have 
thought certain conditions neceflary, as well tojuftify 

5 tijeir 
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4 ^hclr engaging in the rfteafure inqueftion, 45 to infure 

* .the fuccefs of it •, they at Lft plunged themfelves into 
4 the execution ot their plai, when every one of thefe 
4 conditions had failed them. 

5th. 4 Their ignorance of the real ftate of the Poonah 
4 Durbar, and of the rdj> dive powers and influence 
4 of the perfons who compoied it, is a remarkable cir- 
4 cumftance, and ihouid feive as a future caution to 
4 the Company, and to this Government, againft Lruft- 

* ing implicitly to any intelligence we may receive from 

* that quarter.—While the plan was in agitation, it 

* fuited their purpofe to reprefem Tad a, as the moft 
4 powerful, and to us, the mdt ft -mutable of all the 
4 Marratta Chiefs \ that; he was devoted to the French, 
4 and had engaged to put them into pofll-fflon of 
4 ChouL Whatever h'»s inclinations might be, of 
4 which we have no better evidence than of the reft j it 
4 is clear that they were miftaken in their opinion 
4 of his power.* Mr. Hornby fays, in his minute of 
1,9th February 1779, 4 The lead that Scindia has taken 
\ in the adminiftradon, and the condition to which he 
4 has reduced Nana, to be no more than a creature of 
4 . his, were never thoroughly known, till the fads dif- 

* covered themfelves on this occafton *, yet they are to 
4 be traced in Mr. Moftyn’s and Mr. Lewis’s advices, 

* ever flnee the revolution efFeded by Madajee Scin- 

* dia’s means in June iaft, when Nana fled to him/ 
On which Mr. Draper obferves—‘ That he cannot 
4 enough lament, that we have fo lately become ac- 

* quainted with Scindia’s being the principal perfon in 
4 power, notwkhftanding the refi^ence of Meffrs. Mo* 
4 ityn and Lewis at Poonah.* 

4 In the execution of the twafuie, the Board, I think, 
4 will fee fuch errors at the outlet, as might have been 
J |lone fufftcient to'defeat it. 

ift. 4 Their 
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ill. ‘Their appointment of Field-deputies, under 
the tide of a Committee for concerting and conducting 
all military operations. The luccefs of military ope¬ 
rations depends upon a unity of command, without 
which there can be neither decifion or difpatch. De¬ 
bate and execution cannot move together —Conftant 
experience has (hewn the bad effeCb of Field-deputa¬ 
tions.—The Company in a former inftance feverely 
condemned the appointment at Madras on a fimilar 
fervice, and no one argument is fuggelted to (hew, 
that Inch an appointment was heceflfary on theprefent 
occafion. If the Select Committee deemed their, 
commanding <*fficer unequal to the conduCt of an ex* 
pedition of three fcore miles, they ought not to have, 
employed hiftv* Totplace a civil authority over the 
immediate execution of military operations, might 
create many miichiefs, and could correft none. Mr; 
Hornby himfelf feems to have entertained the fame 
opinion of the meafurc that I do.—The cornmiffion 
given to the Committee required the obedience of ail 
the Company’s lervants, civil and military, yet Mr. 
Hornby in his letter of 23d December, to Mr. Car- 
n.c, la>s, that in his opinion, there can be no necef- 
fuy for publifhing it, and thai the promulgation of 
fuch a cornmiffion might bear the appearance of faring 
up an authority in the very camp, to fuperiede that 
of the commanding officer, and give ideas among the 
troops, as well as to Colonel Kg?rton, very diffe¬ 
rent from thole of the Select Committee/—He con- 
feflVs, that the words, 1 T0 concert and condufl all mi• 

‘ litary operations, are too comprehepfive, that they 
‘ cfcaped himfelf at the time the cornmiffion palled, 

‘ and he thinks they muft have Mr. Carnac alfo.’ 

* Confidering that the body of the cornmiffion itfeif 
‘ docs not exceed a few lines, it feems extraoidinary, 

‘ that the eifential parts of it (hould pafs unobferved by 

P 4 thole 
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I'l'-*? wb* .Ire?' it up. But, whether it efrap^d thole 
.or, Colonel Egerton has luthcieiHiy 
: om a iy concern in the measure. Be- 
: he prnreltvd ;o» rhr yth of No- 

a -bei accompanied by Field- 
.. Tw. wa> framed .iter his de- 
• u u ag„ nit its being pubidhed 

... , as, toon as he law it on the zoth De* 

uber. 


i 'u n*. .lira t 
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id. ‘ The immoderate quantity of baggage, and train 

* ot rattle <hic.h attended the army, and which is faid 

4 t > have amounted to nineteen thousand, Fern to have 
1 been unnecdlary for fo fhort a and wholly in- 

* confident with the plan of an expedition, which could 

* only have iuccceded by rapidity and fur prize. 

* 

3d. ‘ The allowing Koganaut-row to move with a 

* fcparate camp, infteud of keeping him conflantiy un- 
6 der the t yes of the Commander in Chief, Ferns to me 
4 a capital n.iftake, in contequenceof which the motions 
4 ot our army were made to depend 011 thole of Koga- 
4 naut-row, who kept aloof when he thought fit, and 
4 was left ar liberty to negotiate with the enemy for 
4 himicil, and in cafe of a misfortune, betiay us to 
6 them. * 

4 For thefe defifls in the executive part of the plan, 

4 I deem the Prifident and Select Committee entirely 
4 anfwerabie.’ 

J unt * 7 f h aR d I0t ^» ^ r * rancis niinuted fe- 
veral paragraphs more* on tht lubjcft of the military 

opera- 

1 

* An nrftt which hr attempted to execute. See the A rent Va- 
kcel's letter re tl*^ Nabob, else 9 th paragraph, thus 4 Ropamut- 

* ;> t-'.t jrw pi i tv ;to the Marratta Chief Saadia* ■ tilling him that 

* U -le uL j:uua the Eng'-tjh, he would join than witu fyu army, 

* ■ ■ »..v ...if, *£$ 
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operations, to the effrd of the latter part of the draft of 
a letter which he propofed in Council, on the 7th June^ 
and debited upon the 1 or h—-therefore to carry on the 
conformity, 'the concluding paragraphs of the propoled 
dralr fhaU be drtt introduced. He propoled, that m 
the letter to Bombay, the Board (hould communicates 
their difapprobation of the ileps taken againft the mill?* 
tarv commanders, thus: 

4 * 

* 

ift, 8 That we highly difapprove of the referenci 
8 made to us, to decide on the conduct of Colonel Eger- 

* ton and Lieutenant Colonel Cockburn, ovet whoiri 

* we have no jur^fuiuVion 5 and that if we were other* 

8 wile competent to try the charge, the want of vivt 1 

* voce evidence, to be examined* upon oath concerning ' 
8 many facts necdTary toeftablilh the truth of it, would 

8 be an immediate bar to our proceeding, 

2d. 8 That the formal charge exhibited by the Prefi* 

* dent again ft MelTrs. Egerton and Cockburn, for havr* 

1 ing retufed to take charge of conducting the army 

* back to Bombay, * ought to have been followed by 
4 an immediate arreft and trial. It is a queftion of fadfci 
‘ which could only be determined on the ipot. 

3d. 8 That to prefer a charge and refufe a trial, is, 

* in our opinion, a proceeding wholly inconfiftent with 
8 jutiice, and liable to many dangerous confequences, 

8 A precedent of this nature, if once permitted to pafs 
4 without condemnation, tends in the fkft inftance to 
4 leave the chara&ers and fdecy ol individuals, at the 
4 mercy of men in power, and ultimately to weaken 
8 the hands of Government itfdf, by (icltroying that 

P 2 c conft* 


* Although Colonel Cockburn refuted to take the charge of con¬ 
ducing the army um tracks and pai^es, back to JJombay, yet he of* 
ftrt^l&condtia'tlS-iptodtoPobnah. 
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‘ confidence which individuals have been taught tojre- 
‘ pofe in the juftice and good faith of Government, and 

* which alone can engage them to ad with fpirit and 

* vigour in the public lei vice. 

4 th. * That the menace held our by the Prdident to 
« jhe officcis, again It whom he lumlelf had dehveted 

* a formal charge of difobedicncc of orders, viz. That 
« if tbif would not dnlinr ah mUitary duty and Juhnit 
t {fair 'crufe to our determination, be wou'd move to ji*J - 

* pend them the fervid, is, in our opinion, a l-iizh and 

* arbitrary proceeding, and cads for 'he nioft public and 
4 foletnn condemnation from this Br ..ra. I hat the claim 
< of Meffrs. Egeiton and Corkburr»'to be tried by a 
4 court-martial, was a claim of right, and accrued to 
4 t he m the momenta fpecific chatge was exhibited againll 

* t h em . That any attempt to induce men under a pub- 
« lie charge, to wave their right to a public tr.al, is 
4 equally inconfiftent with the juftice anddtgnuj of Go* 

- t vemment. But that the intention of palling by all 
4 trial whatloever, and of proceeding inftantly from at- 
4 cufation to punilhment, as plainly exprrffed in the 
4 minute held out Py the Prdident, is, in our opinion, 
* highly ci iminal; and that as inch we (hall think it our 
< duty to reprefent it to ourfuperiors. 




rth. ‘That admittingthat Colonel Egerton and Lieu¬ 
tenant Colonel Cockburn, whether furprizid by the 
menaces of rlie Prefidem, or induced by any other 
motive whatloever, had at firft fubmitted to the con¬ 
ditions impoled on them, yet having difavowed or 
retraced luch fuppoi'ed afient, long before the refer¬ 
ence to this Board was a&ually made, the advantage 
taken thereof was unjuft in itfelf, and not to be recon¬ 
ciled to the fair and open purpofes of public jutlice. 
That they were in full time to revert to their original 
^ 4 right, 

{ v * * H* <• r ' 
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‘ right, aid thtt tbeir claim to it ought not to have 

* been denied, 

6th. * That we are much concerned that fo much 

* time fliould have been loft, by a ufetefa and dilatory 

4 reference to us, of a queftion which ought to have been . 
6 tried upon the fpot, where ail the 'parties anti witnel- 
c les were prefent, and while the rccolledfcion of every 

* particular was frefti in their minds. That, however, 
c the right of Mefirs Egerton and Cockburn to a courc- 
4 martial, is not weakened by this delay * "and for this 
4 reafon, as well as becaufe we think that many circum- 
4 ftances relative to the late tranfadtions at Bombay, and 

* necelfury fqprthe Company’s information, can only be 

* brought to light b^ a public trial, we are of opinion, 

4 that a court-martial fhould be immediately ordered 
4 for the trial of Meffrs. Egerton and Cockburn, on the 
4 formal charge preferred again ft them by the Prefident, 

4 or fuch other charges as the Prefident and Committee 
4 may think proper to prefer againft them, for their 
4 conduft in the courfc of the expedition.* 

But to revert to the proceedings in a regular order— 
The confideration of the Governor-general’s minute of 
the 24th May, being revived, Mr. Francis continued 
his obiervations by a minute, in the following terms: 

4 It is not poflible that any member of this Board can 
4 be more weary of controverfv than I am, or more cie- 
4 firous to avoid it. When the Board agreed to revert 
4 to the treaty of Poonah, we, in effedt, endeavoured to 
4 reinftate ourfelves in a pofuion from which we never 
4 ftiquld have departed. Without looking back to the 
4 fteps by which that ground was loft, 1 willingly join* 
4 ed in the attempt to renew it. * I have no doubt that 

4 peace 
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* peace may be obtained on the terms of Colonel God* 
4 dard’s prefentinflru&ions, provided he enters heartily 
4 into our views ; provided this Government itfelf be in 
4 eameft in purfuit of its prefent objeft ; and provided we 
4 do not fuffer ourfelvcs to be entangled in the dtfpe- 
4 rate fchemes of thofe who now conftirute the (»o- 
*. vernment of Bombay, or thwarted by their opposition. 
4 1 deem , the re-ejlabliftsment of peace on the Malabar ccaft 
4 to be ejfential, not merely to the profperity of the India 
4 Company , but to th“ir exiilencc ih* fum total of the 
4 Britijb inter eft in India is involved in the gueftion. Let 
4 a war upon that cm ft be conduced h f v it may , th: dif- 
4 ference between conqueft and defeat , n my judgment * is 
4 little more than the delay or acceleration of*ihe ruin of all 
4 our refources', nor is it clear to my appuhenfwn , which 
4 of thefe two events will fooneft produce the cffetl I expert 
4 equally from both 

4 Taking the truth of their own reprefenrations for 
4 granted, it is not cafy rodd'eribe a fituation more com- 

* pletely deflit Lite of all means of fupporting a war than 
4 that of the Prefidency of Bombay ; the annexed ac- 
4 count fhews, that during the laft five years they have 
4 received little Id’s than one hundred and fixteen lacks 
4 of current rupees,* directly out of the revenues of 
4 Bengal; yet their bond debt accumulated daily, and 
4 now amounts to 38 lacks. By the month of October 
4 (Mr. Hornby fays) their finances will be utterly ex- 

* haufted. In the interval they will want a fupply of 

4 30 lacks 

* From 30th April 1774 to ift May 75 19,13,341, 

30th April 1775 to ill May 76 37,74,61 5, 

30th April 1776 to ill May 77 19,50,726, 

30th April ^777 to ill May 78 19,36,764, 

30th April 1778 to ill May 79 29,01,233, 


Rupees 115,76,680. 
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30 lacks. Of this fum the Prefident proppfos to bop* 
row 20 lacks, hut doubts the poifibilky of railing fo 
large a fum ; and if it could be borrowed, he fays, 
they have no funds to pay even intcrcft, 

‘ Colonel Goddard in his laft letter of the 25th of 
April, ♦tells us, that it is impofiible in that country, 
and he feais in its neighbourhood, to find men fit to 
recruit the vacancies which happened in his battalions, 
fince leaving the Jumna. But Mr. Hoinby himfelf 
tells us, and we have reafon to believe it true, that 
the Bengal Sepoys will not ftay at fb great a diftance 
from their native country.—He fays, that if they were 
to have no caufe of diffatisfadion on account of their 
pay, there irreafdn*to fear their numbers will every, 
day diminifh, by their going of to their own country. 

‘ Even before the late rupture with the Marrattas, 

* and long before the difafter which attended it, the 
‘ Prefidency of Bombay told us in their letter of the 

* 7th December 1777, that fince their late acquifitions 
‘ it was become very neceflary, and they had accord* 

* ingly recommended it to the Company, to augment 
‘ the European corps*, that notwithftanding they gave 
4 every encouragement, it was very difficult to raife 
4 good Sepoys on that coaft *, that it would require fo 
‘ much time to raife and difeipline a further number of 
1 Sepoys, fo as in the leaft degree to 1 >e confidered as 
6 e fix-dive troops, that it would be much better in every 
1 refptd to frnd them a reinforcement of difeiplined 
‘ Sepoys, if European troops could not be fpared, 

“ tVe (hould do well to ccnfder how long we can main « 
41 tain a war on fuch a footings before we engage in it. — 
“ 1 will not fuppofe the cafe of new mtfcarriages. Let it be 
44 admitted that fuccefs and conquefi are as certain as the 
*- l no ft fatigHirte expectations can imagine s it does not follow , 
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44 that the objefts propcfd to he obtained by thm % are fucb 
“ as we ought to aim at in our prefent circumftances , or that 
victory will pay its oisin fences, — By extending our 
“ territorial poffcffms , we create irreconcilable enmity in 
“ the minds of theft power *, whom we immediately rob of 
“ their property. IVe fi i. aery other Indian fiate with jea- 
“ lirnfy and alarm , and the territory we afquirc, comes waft- 
14 ed and depopulated into our hands'* 

4 To defend a new line of frontiers, new military ef- 
4 tabliftiments muft be formed, and thofe cftablifiimenrs 

* muft not only be paid for out of t 1 e revenues of Ben- 
4 gal, but the very men who comp^c iflicm, raifed and 
4 nourilhed here to fupply a ferv.ee, which we know 

* they will take the firft opportunity of defertirg. 

4 Such, in my conception, is the fuuation in which a 
4 fuccefsful war againfl the Marrattas alone, will place 
us. But if our fuccefs, or the apparent prolpect of 
it, (hould compel them to call in the French to their 
affiftance, if rather than relinquish their country to us, 
they (hould refolve to make it the feat of war, let us 
confider in what manner the conteft is then to be 
maintained, and to what iffue it may lead us. No¬ 
thing lefs than the extreme and inftant neceffity of felf- 
prefervation, can ever reduce the Marrattas to fo def- 
perate a refolution, as that of inviting a European 
army into their country. If once they are intro¬ 
duced, it may be a difficult talk to remove them. 
The events of war in that cafe will not he fo clearly at our 
command, as they are thought to he at prefent ; and let it 
be remembered, that on tbefe events, if they are forwarded 
by our ath) we Jhall want only to flake the fate of our 
Empire* 

* 

44 fbe queftion does not end here : In the prefent Jlate of 
44 things, much more than the intcr'efl of India may depend 

44 on 
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on the care and (economy with wlich we condufi thCqa- 
“ fatty's affairs. — A regular return of wealth from the, 

“ revenues of theft provinces is undoubtedly expefted at home., 

*• The nation, now pi daps looks to Bengal as iff kjl and 
l> grntefi external refourct. But if this demand upon us 
“ from home were net fi prffwg v a»d fi likely to increofe, as 
w I think it is, it is time jer us to ccrftder, whether there 
“ he in Great Britain a fundam. nial free equal to the , 
“ tenure of unbounded aquifiHou, at this dfiance from the , 

“ feat of Empire \ or whether we are not arrived at a point t ’ 
u at which common prudence dictates to us to fix , once for, 

“ all, the limits cf our dominion. If my judgment wire to 
u prevail , it jbcijjd be cur object to central thetn. H 

m - t 

v Theft genfral contentions belong properly to the 
;on which I mean togive*on the principal quef- 
tiona before us, and will be found applicable to the 
fubjtdk.* 

‘ To avoid a ufelefs debate at the Board; I think* the 
firfl: queftion Ihould be put generally, and decided by 
a majority of votes,—viz.—Whe:her wc (hall or (hall 
not ent*r into.a difeuflion and cenfure of the lace cranf- 
a&ions at Bombay ? If it be determined in the affir¬ 
mative, the commander in chief's minute and mine, 
will furnifh what l deem faffictenttnateriaU for that 
part of our letter. — To thefe; however, the other 
members of the Board may propole fuch additions or 
*■ alterations as they (hall think proper.* 

i . 

* The fecond queftion, I ftiould think, to be decided 

* in the lame manner, is, Whether wefbould declare 
4 our opinion to the Prefidency at Bombay, that Colo- 
‘ nel Egerton and Lieutenant Colonel Coekburn fhotild 
‘ be tried by a court-martiak for the reafons afligned'in 

* the paragraphs l fubmifted to die Board qn Monday 

* Uft.* 
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* The remaining queftions brought before us by the 

* Governor General'* minute, require mme care and 

* deliberation than need be given to the condemnation 
4 of any thing that is paft/ 

• I think we ought, in the firft place, to decide ge* 
4 nerally, whether we (hall or (hall not lend any new 

* tnftrudlions to Colonel Goddard, before we hear the 
4 relull of rhofe we have already fern.—My opinion is, 
4 that we flsould wait tor advices from him, in reply to 
4 our letters of the $th of April.* 


. , 

* With refpelft to the propofed inlbm&ions, I am a- 
« gaipfl our engaging in, or giving our'tan&ion to, the 
4 plan of military operations propofed hy Mr. Hornby. 1 

Firffc. • For the reafon afligoed by the commander 
1 in chief, in which I intirely concur, ami which I beg 
4 leave to recite jn his own yvordp, viz. “ As to the 
44 various plans propoled of feeking war for plunder, 
44 the honour of the nation and of' the Company, infe- 
“ parable from his own, would never permit him to 
“ fubfcnbc to it. 1 ' 

•,A Secondly, Becavife, if l fhoqghi * war on this or 
4 spy other plan might at a future day be unavoidable, 
* jlili I would not, at the prefrnc point of time, hold¬ 
out to the Pirfidency of Bombay the moll diftantidea 
of encouragement and eventual lopport in the prole- 
CUtiop of Inch meafures, being thoroughly convinced 
iiom my knowledge and experience of the temper 
that predominates there, it would turmfh them wi^h 
means, of which I fear they might avail themielves, 
to embarrafs Colonel Goddard's negotiations with the 
Poonah Durbar, and fo prevent a peace. By plpng^ 
ing the Company into a war, it is poffible that a hope 
may be entertained of-Recovering perfopal credit. 

‘ That 
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That in ft ant difficulty may withdraw the Company # l 
attention from thtAgs already done f and that, in the 
courfe of events, new queftions may arife, in which 
the conftderation of former mifcarmges and formee 
mifeonduft may be loft.—But thefe are motives of ac¬ 
tion which have no relation to the public fervice, and 
which neither can, nor ought to have any influence 
over our deliberations. 

* Thirdly. Becaufe the motive afligned for notceri- 
furing the late tranfadions with the leverity they de- 
Irrve, viz. That it would be improper to add to the 
depreffim of m?n, by wbofe agency we muft fupport and 
defend the rights of the Company^ and the honor of the 
Britifo nation? amounts to a declaration or ad million* 
that the lame agency which .has already produced fo 
much difhonor and diftreis, muft (till be trufted and 
employed in the diredlion and conduct of the pro- 
poled operations. But to this 1 can never aflent* 
I lee no wiidom, nor firmnefs, nor union, in their 
councils. And 1 have no reafon to believe that their 
difpofition is pacific.” 

* Fourthly. Becaufe I fee no ground for apprehen* 
lion, tnat the Mariettas will renew hoftilities with us* 
even (or the recovery of the territory Ceded to rhfcnt 
by the convention $ provided we are contented to 
(land upon the dcienfive. They have no general 
principle of union among themielves, but that of, 
ic-lr-cictence. Neither party, however, can now a& 
agamlt the other, with efte&, before U&ober. Id 
that interval a peace may be obtained, if we , one out 
parts , are heartily inclined to it. At all events, we 
lole nothing by waiting for the refute ot Colonel God¬ 
dard’s negotiations — If in addition to his prefent in- 
ftru&ions, it be thought advifeable to tmpower hint, 
to gain the friendship of Madajee Scindia, by ad 

Q*2 ‘ equitable 
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equitiblfcompromife, m lieu of the private engage¬ 
ments already itttkd w: h him, 1 fh*H readily agree 
to !{, btcavifc I think, thar with prudent management 
it may he the means of forwardirg a general peace, 
Without which 1 would not make any cond'efiion.* 

• I have heretofore dated my reafons at large for 
objecting to the alliance propofetl to be aecomplilhed 
with Moodajee Boi.fl\ by the deputation of Mr. 
Elliot, and Colonel Goddard’s fubfcquenr appoint¬ 
ment to the fame commillion— The plan hnving 
failed, 1 (hould be lorry to fee it refumed .—7 dread 
the idea of involving cur gw* rr eH{, which is now 
too great to aft on any iui ft.'.rk 'principles % in u 
labyrinth cf Aftatic politics.—let us % contented with 
what we have. Let ms ketp the peace \ let us leave our 
neighbours to fettle their differences among t hanfelves 
wttheut tur inttrpcfttkn , end / am thoroughly Jatisf.d y 
that no Indian power mil t v,r moitjl its* 

‘ To thefe gNVT.il reafms I cannot add a Aron^er 
argument than that which the military commander 
in chief’s minute has lu-nifljed me-, he obfervts. 
That Mboiajee Boojia is prepofed, becaufe bis elevation 
will reft ore the old Marratta government > and thereby 
ft r eng then, aggrandize and unite the Manatta empire , 
i which very rea [on , if no letter can be given* wilpr>VtUt 
my concurring in it. Even the Governor-General’s 
opinion comes lliongly in fupporc of Sir Eyre Conte’s 
femiments and mine on this fubjedt. He thinks, 
that Mocdajee Bocfla will wait for proofs of our fttpsti - 
'ority, before he will hazard the mjrqmnces of a decided 
covncftkn with us. When that fuperiority is ob¬ 
tained, we (hall ftand in no need of the connection; 
and if our fcheme of military operations be not 
pta&icable with our own #brc<?> I agree entirely 
with the Governor General in thinking, that we 

m n n 
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1 fhall gain netting by incumbering aurjshes with the 
* weight cf a timid ally* < , i 

‘ Before we determine, whether we (hall fend any 
fart her* fupply of money to Bombay, at this time, and 
to what amount, I dcfire that the Accomptant.G«p©i* 
ral may lay before us, an account of the fums already 
remitted to that Prcfidency, for their exclusive fervicc* 
fince April, 1778, diftinguiftiing the annual fro m |hc 
extra fnpply. Alfo, a mate of the fums remitted to 
Colonel Goddard, or drawn for by him, fincebe foe* 
ceeded to the command of the detachment. , Fxpna 
thefe accouts, we may be able to judge, how far we 
arc bound *to comply with any new demands from 
Bombay ;*.kow long Colonel Goddard’s prefent fund* 
will laft; and at wfiat time it may be necefiary tomake 
him further remittances for the pay of his army, At 
prefent, 1 will not confent to fend a rupee to Bombay, 
for the purpofe of carrying on war, and making 
conquefts *, nor will 1 confent to it at any time, but 
under the condition infilled on by the (military) com* 
mander in chief, that means are taken to prevent the 
money falling into hands, which experience has proved pill 
make fo til a ufe of it. A confiderable part 0 1 the 
money which we fent them laft year, to defray their 
necefiary expenccs, has been given to Roganaut*row 
and Scindia, nearly to the amount of 50,000 1 . * 
The truth is, they have dreamed ,too long of in$x- 
hauftible wealth from Bengal. Under the influence 
of this dream, they have embarked in fehemes of (he 
moft dangerous nature, and wafted the Company’s 
property with unexampled profufion. It is high time 
that they lhould be awakened from it.* 

The 

To Roganaut-row — 4 lacks rupees "j 
To his officers, at twice - 30,000 rupees | 

To Scuuiia's officers ■ 41,000 ditto. > Bombay currency. 
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The Governor-general replied to Mr. Francis’s mi¬ 
nute* in the following laconic terms: 

* i am equally anxious with Mr. Francis , to avoid cm- 
troverjy, This fentiment 1 not only pyfefs, hut / -will 
evince it, by refufwg to hear my part in it. — This mujt 
firtje for an excufe , if an excufe is neceffary for declining a 
reply to Mr . Francis's minute , at the fame time that I muft 
declare my difagreement, not only with its general tenor , 

' but with many parti of it \ which appear to me, not fo 
neceffary to erije out of the fuhjetls immediately before the 
Board, as to the continuation of former debates 

* The fentiments which have beer, expreflrd by the 
feveral members of this Board, havered us into a 
wide field of debate •, from which, it is effc&ually in¬ 
cumbent upon me to endeavour to withdraw our at¬ 
tention to fuch precife points, as may bring this bu- 
finefs to a condufion.’ f 

« In my firft minute, I enumerated all the points of 
« confideration which were brought before us, by the 

* difparches lately received from Bombay *, leaving it 

* to the choice of the Board which of thefe we {ball re- 

* je£t, and which we {hould felett for the (ubje&s of 

* our initru&ions to the Pretidency of Bombay, and to 

* Colonel Goddard *, and I concluded *ith the propo- 

* fel of the draft of a letter, to be written to the Pre- 
« fident and Committee of Bombay •, to which, 1 have 

* fince made fame very material alterations. 1 

r 

* 4 now beg leave to recall the attention of the Board, 

4 to the motion which b thus regularly brought bcu re 
khem, and to ivqueft that they will be pleafed to de*. 
"tide upon it. Theietters involve many diftintf quef- 

■ ' ■ L ' * tibn, ’ 

f Thecaufes for this arbitrary node of {hatting out dubitcs are 
too obvious for tuunadverhon. 
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tions, which may be dererfftinefeby an approbation, 
or difapprobation, or an amendment of each paragraph 
taken as a teparate queftion. Perhaps it may be deem* 
ed more expedient to the difpatch of bufinefs, to pro- 
pofe diftinft quell ions *, and from the fenfe of the 
Board colleded, upon thefe to form the letter to 
Bombay, and fuch other inftru&ions as may depend 
upon them. 7 fubmit to this Board, if the other md i- 
hers of this Board Jball prefer it.* 

It was refolved that a copy of the Governor-general** 
draft be delivered to each member, for their opinion* 
on each paragraph. ' , 

At a confutation on the ioth of June, tfrr. Francis 
propoied a draft of a letter, as amendments upon that 
which was pro pofe d by the Governor, and a copy deli¬ 
vered to each member at the laft meeting. 

fhe Governor's draught. Mr. Francis's draught . 

1. “ We have received i. Approved—literally* 
your lerter of the 4th April, 

with its incloiures, by the 
hands of Mr. Horff* y 

t 

2. ** We do not think 2. ** After perufin thefe 
it neceffary to enter on the, papers, with the ftri&eft 
review of your “proceed* and moft deliberate atten- 
ings, but (hall confine our don, we have determined, 
prefent enquiries to the not to enter into a parcicu- 
choice pf luch means as Jar difcufiion, or cenfare af 
may’ conduce to re* the meaiures which have 
trieve their unhappy con- involved you in your pro* 
Sequences; Waving the paft lent diftrefics. You muft 
to the ferutiny of a higher fnfwtr to a higher and 

‘ * • • , ■ and 

• This kind of febmiffioi km Mr. Haftingt's mouth, or pern 
yrw ft aerel, that iirtiwasadi to btdtfwftuihed in Italics. 
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and more effitftuil.wtho* more efftfiual authoritf,. 

rity.*.* for the difficulties to which 

you have reduced the go¬ 
vernment rnttufted to your 
care, and for the unexam¬ 
pled dilhonour you have 
brought upon the Compa¬ 
ny’s arms. We leave your 
conduct in the courfe of 
thefe tranfadions to be ex¬ 
amined at home; as we 
doubt not, it will be with 
the utm< ;tfeverity. If, on 
our fide, it had been pof- 
fibie for us to leled any 
part of your proceedings, 
either in the plan or exe¬ 
cution of the meafures, on 
which we could have be¬ 
llowed our approbation, 
we (houid readily have done 


3. H We mull defire to 
decline the reference made 
to us of the charge made 
ty your Prefidem agiinft 
Col Egerton, and Lieut. 
Col Cockburn, as a point 
on which we havenojurif- 
didion, and which is cog¬ 
nizable only by your au¬ 
thority! either with the 
power of fufpenfion im¬ 
mediately, veiled in your 
body by the Court of Di- 


3. In Mr. Francis’s 
draft, on the fubjecl of 
the Governor’s third para¬ 
graph, was a literal abitrad 
of the proportions made by 
Into 00 the 7th June. 


Sir Eyre Coote propofed 
feme filial amendment on 
the Governors paragraph* 
4. Approved 



dition tha* bas foiled.^ ; 


' . J •t'Vi 


4. u HaVing'ghfchfdll 
powers to Col’Goddard, 
to negotiate and conclude 
a treaty of peace-- 
Marram goeernt^c)ftf*lif#?- 
having- no caufi^tb^w 
the terms which #e ha^e v 
prefcribed in our 
tions fcTr that porpofe;;-tye 
have only to repeat, rhit 
we l^oktothe i flue oft hdt 
codjrmflkm as 00 r pfimaty 
objed, andtbeiermSnaticm 
of sailourpoltticiiview** 


Aiferbite! 
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by an open war, we Idave* 
a lacicudeof a&foftto Col. 
Goddard, under Tour in- 
ftru&fons, to avail himfclf 
of theiltOation which for¬ 
tune may prefent to him ; 
and if a war (hould be in- 
difpenfibly continued, it 
mu ft alfo reft with him, 
who is refponfible to us for 
his conduct, to adopt any 
part, or the whole of Mr. 
Hornby's plan, laid down 
in his minute of 30th 
kfarch, or not at all, as 
he may think moft advjfe- 
able for promoting the 
diftrefs of the enemy." 

Sir Eyre Coote propofed 
a trifling amendment on 
this paragraph. 


conditional determination* 
toprocure the-war on she 
plan ,propofed by Mr. 
Hprnby, or on, any Other. 
Supposing that pur views 
and wifoeS) which are ail 
diredUdto an honourable 
peace, foouid be defeated, 
it knot from a partial ef¬ 
fort on your fide of India 
alone, that, we can form 
any reafonabk expectation 
of a dccifive fucccts againft 
the ynjjftl power of the 
Marrat;tas', -for in the cafe 
of watt we muft fuppoie 
their ftreogth to be united 
againft us. We will not 
therefore, precipitate a re- 
foiution, in the confe- 
quencc of which, all India 
may be involved. We {hall 
wait for advices from Col. 
Goddard, and be deter¬ 
mined by the lighu and 
informations with, which 
he ip^fornilh us,” 


6, 44 Should this plan be 
carried into execution, we 
fgquitt your ftri&eft at¬ 
tention to the jfoI)owkg 
caution*Th« your cn- 
jraemettss foall be oflfen- 
only’for s 

of your immediiwo ^opera- 
iofos.and ioaltot 




. 6. Comprehended in the 
k^faragraph. No. 5, up¬ 
on the general principle of 
luMiumite, of obferviiig a 
filentreforvatipn until frelh 
adyiatsw,en s ra«fivrd from 
in^onje- 

•s. ^ ijpe^fts. 
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fpe&s, purely defeiifive; 
That your engagements 
with the GurcawarV fa- !■ 
mily, fliallbe made with 
the chief of it, and with 
him exclufively. That you* 
fhall not aflume a medi¬ 
ation bet wetJn the brothers, 
or take any part whatever 
in their domeftic difputes, 
further than to fupport the 
party in alliance with the 
Company, and hit pofief- 
fions againft foreign inva- 
fion *, and that you do not 
commit the dignity of the 
Company, or pledge the 
national faith, tri formal 
treaties with perfons of a 
rank or power, uafuitable 
to fuch a diftin&ion, w 

7. “ We are fenfibk of 
the attention which yop 
have (hewn to our views 
with the government of 
Berar, in joining the over¬ 
tures lately made to Moo- 
dajee Boofla, by Colonel, 
Goddard, '■ and in yOur ie- 
folution, to avoid whatever 
might again interfere with 
this negodttidn., We con¬ 
fers, we at this time eater- 
tdniitriehbps of hie con¬ 
curring with our defignt. 
ffe%*u wait for prooa of 


) 


7. Obferved the Kami 
filence as in the preced¬ 
ing, on this paragraph a!- 
(©--which of cootie im¬ 
plied a Approbation. 


R % 


our 
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our fupcriority, before he 
will hazard the comequen- 
ces of a decided connec¬ 
tion with us; and every of¬ 
fer made to him, while he 
is under the influence of 
fuch a policy, will butferve 
to increaie his referve, as 
he will naturally conftrue 
it, toproceed from the con- 
fcioufnels of our own ina¬ 
bility to fupport ourfelves 
without a foreign afiiftance *, 
and this is an additional 
motive for our preferring 
a fcheme of military opera¬ 
tions, practicable by our 
own force, unincumbered 
with the weight of a timid 
ally. If, notwithflanding, 

Moodajet Boofla fhall have 4 
anfwcred the letters which 
have been written to him, 
by a willmgnefs to accept 
of the propofed alliance, 
we lhall leave it to be con* 
eluded under the inflec¬ 
tions already given mcharge 
toColomi Goddard. If, on 
thecomraiy, as wecxpeCt, 
he fhall dire&ly refule, or 
hefitate, or make new re¬ 
ferences to us, we nave, in 
fuch cate, ordered Colo¬ 
nel Goddard to break off 
(he negociation. 9 ’ 

R* 8. *»We 
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8 . * c W t think our- 8. marks'#' 

felves ftridly juftifiable in ditiipprobation, as in ihO ■'* 
refufing to ratify, even the threelaft paragraphs, 
fmalleft tittle of the treaty, 
or convention of Wor- 
gaum, and we have already 
intimated our fentiments 
on this head to Colonel 
Goddard, and given him 
our final inftrudions upon 
it *, but as we had not at that 
time before us, the feparate 
fecret engagenfent entered 
into with Madajee Scindia, 
we could not take it intbour 
confederation, nor judge of 
the obligation we were un¬ 
der to exprefs our fenfe of 
his fervices, at the inftant 
we difclaimed the ads of 
the committee, and will 
not admit of any preten¬ 
tions founded on thofe ads, 
yet they cannot cancel any 
rights which have their, 
batis in effential and in- 
trinfic benefits reaped by 
our nation. This right we 
muft acknowledge to be 
poffeiTed by Madajee Scm- 
dia, and mull therefore 
declare, that unjefs he 
fhould have forfeited it by 
any fubfequent ad, he is 
tntitled to a full compen¬ 
sation for any difappoint- 
ment he may luffer by our 

denial 
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denial of the ads of the 
committee/’ 

a. “ We have therefore 
inftru&edCol. Goddard to 
exprefs the fenfe in which 
this government is pleated 
to regard the fervices of 
Madajee Scindia, at War- 
gaum, by offering him fuch 
a gratification as may be 
afforded him by your go¬ 
vernment, or for fome 
means which he may pof- 
fefs from the operations of 
war, in cafe peace is not 
concluded, upon the in* 
ftru&ions he is already fur- 

nifhed with/* 

* 

to. If in the event of 
war, Madajee Scindta (hall 
be difpoied to take part 
with us, we have authoriz¬ 
ed Colonel Goddard to en¬ 
ter into fuch engagements 
with him, as (hall not be 
contrary to any before con¬ 
cluded, and which he may 
judge moll advifeable s 
making our future fecu- 
rity, peace, and an ade¬ 
quate revenue, his chief 
ang^difpenfibte objects, 
and the grounds of our en¬ 
gagements with him.” 


9. As above.* 


io, As above. 


rt. “Jio 
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it, * To fum up what * 
we have written, our §rft 
defiic is to obtain peace on 
the terms propoled hy oun 
inftriichona to Col. God¬ 
dard or ^h Apnl, and it is 
only m the event of the 
failure in this (Mign, that 
we have formed the iuble- 
quent mftru&ion% or will 
allow of thetr operations'. 

12. ‘ The execution of 
the propofed treaty of peace 
with the Poonab Miniftry, 
we leave to the foie charge 
of Colonel Goddard, ac¬ 
cording to the infti unions 
which vvt have already giv¬ 
en him. 

13. “ The feparate ne- 
gociation wich Madajeee 
Scmdia, bears tuch a con¬ 
nection wi ti the loregoing, 
that we have therefore 
thoug ht 1 r n eceflary to leave 
this allb to his charge. The 
neguciation and treaty of 
alltancewithMoodajee Boo- 
Ha. we alto leave* to the foie 
management of Col. God¬ 
dard, in the authority of 
his inftfit&ioasot the 16th 
November," until the pe¬ 
riod of their fuipeqfiori by 


ti. As above. 


1 a. Approved, literally* 


13. Difapproved upon 
the principles expreffed ia 
his draft oppofue to the 
fifth paragraph. 


the 
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the refufal, or ftieh hefita* 
tiun of Moodajee Boofla, as 
he (hall deem fufficient, to 
warrant his declaring the * 
negotiation lu fpended, T he 
future renewal of this ne¬ 
gociation we referve to be 
determined by ourtrxprefs 
orders, but without revok¬ 
ing the credentials and in- 
ftrudions already granted 
to Col. Goddard rtfpeft- 
ing it. In all other negoci- 
atioris, treaties, and plans 
of military operations, it is 
our wifh l'o to blend the 
powers ofyour government 
with bur own in the direc¬ 
tion of them, and in every 
formalor occafional inftru- 
ment which they may re¬ 
quire for their ratification, 
as to preferve thecreditand 
diittnft relponfibility of 
both, and to make both 
the pledges for rhe faithful 
obfervance of them. For 
this purpofe we need not 
recommend that Col. God- 
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voice in your councils} $nd 

we are happy to find chat 

you are fo well fatisfied 

with his con dud, and his 

ready difpofuion to afiift in 

the execution of your de- 

%ns, as to leave us little 

occafiontolavdownaclear* 

0 

er line foa the employment 
of the forces under His 
command, than that we 
have already defcribed. 


14. 41 We have dire&ed 14. As the foregoing. 
Colonel Goddard to Exe¬ 
cute whatever fcrvice you 
fhall think it proper to rC- . 
quire, which he fhall think 
practicable, and which fhall 
not be contrary to any in* 
ftruCtions, or to any exift- 
ingengagementS} acaution 
which we hope will be un« 
neceffary, but with which 
we do not think ourfelves 
at liberty to diipenfe, while 
the principal refponfibility 
refls with us. And for the 
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inferted in every treaty fb 
concluded, to that effect. 

15, “We (hall heartily 
join wijth you in recom¬ 
mending Colonel Goddard 
to the Court of Dirt&ors, 
for the appointment of com¬ 
mander in chief, at your 
Prtfidency, on the firft va¬ 
cancy i and in the interme¬ 
diate time we chink it abfo- 
lutely necefiary in the pre- 
fent di&rdfed fjtuationchat 
the military upon your.ef* 
tablifhment are reduced to, 
that he fhould have the 
rank given him of Brigadier 
General, in order to en¬ 
able him to carry on the 
public fervice with more 
weight and' dignity, for 
which purpole we have 
granted him a Brevet Com- 
million for the fervice, in < 
which he is now employed. 


15. Silent, 


Is conclufion, Mr. Fran¬ 
cis oblerved, <* That with 
regard «o the form and 
“ extent of the charge a- 
w gainft Cblohel Egerton 
V and Lieutenant Colonel 
“ CockbuVn, I have no 
“ objection to the terms 
“ recommended by Sir 
“Eyre Cootcd* 
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tc it impoffible, without deviating from the common 
rules of confiftency, to pafs over the Govcrnor-general'j 
draft without animadverfion. It is a perfect mafter- 
piece of artful confufion, containing throughout, A 
itring of ambiguities, contradictions, and unintelligible 
tautologies, which, if they are not immediately caicu* 
iated to confound and embarrafs the negociator, are 
certainly meant, in cafe of error or failure in the exe¬ 
cution, to fcrcen the real author from cenfure, by catt¬ 
ing it on Colonel Goddard, and heaping a portion alfol 
upon the ponderous mountain already fufpended over 
the Prefidency of Bombay. A review and critical com- 
parifonofthe 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th', 10th,' nth, aj)d 
12H1 paragraphs, will clearly evince the truth of |hb( 
aflertion. But the 13th and 14th beggar defcriptlon, 
and may, without offending the abktt productions of 
the late Holy Soiiety % be adjudged 10 a confpicuous Na¬ 
tion among Jtfuitical performances.-—As the unconlti- 
tutional and impolitic authorities and inftrtfftions which 
are contained in it, were clearly demonilratCd at the 
Board, by a refutation which did honour to the author, * 
as well as by another protett by Mr. Francis $ it will 
only be neceftary now, to fay, that the plenipotentiary 
powers to Colonel Goddard, independent of, and as 
an abfolute check and controul upon the Governor and 
Council of Bombay, within the exprefs precinch of 
their commiffiun and ettabhibment, amouht to a total 


fufpenfion of that government, or that the whole aft 
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expofcd to the temptations which are peculiar to the 
chief command of a military expedition in India, joined 
with an uncontroied political authority, to feparate am¬ 
bitious objects from the immediate, important duties of 
his high comntiflion. - 


The Governor-general in a minute, on the toth 
June, canvalfed'thefentiments avowed by Mr. Francis, 
and exprefled in the draft propofcd as an amend¬ 
ment on the Govfrribr's. He entered into a long ha¬ 
rangue on peace or war with the Mftrrattas, as an al¬ 
ternative in which there was no latitude; and that the 
orders to Colonel Goddard preferibe i clear and fimpie 
conditions.' That it a peace follows, Matters will con¬ 
tinue in, and revert to the fame ftate. as they were by 
the treaty of Poorunder,* without the interference of the 
Supreme Board, But that in cafe of war, the Com¬ 
pany’s fafety mufe depend on inftant afifion, by feizing 
particular pofts, • during the leafOn in which (in his 
opinion) the Marratta troops could not aft, and thus 
bring diftrefs upon them before they could refill, f 
That he had certain intelligence, J that Madajee Sctn- 
dia, and his colleague Tucfcajee Holkar, and Roga- 
naut-row, have lift the capital, and arrived at Barhjtm- 
pdre, with i defign to invade the Nabob of Oude’s do¬ 
minion. That therefore, whether the Board chufe to 
credit the'report or not, they ought to be guarded 
againft it, and even to prevent it. 



* Extravagant, wild, andcMmcrical. 
f It prove! to be 'fa/Je inteUigen<*,if there ever WIs anyftjch. 
■ Bath was calculated to intblidatc the Council into an acqaiefia^ce 
with his hoftile views*' • '' 



( tgi ) 

dericy of Bombay incumbered and opprefled with the 
weight of th;ic force^&nwhicb w$ depend for fuccefs, . 
He laid, ‘ Yhat he uroer would fufftr the oiyell to be 
4 lifti for which the detachment, mw/cetmanded by Co r 
4 lonel Goddard , was firfi appointed. Skat it was mt to 
4 afjift the defigns of the Prejidency of Bombay in their m~ 

4 cation, but to fupport them in tht mftytftnces of it, 

4 though the detachment was for a wMle; diverted from its 
4 defiinatm, on the /apportion , that the defigns of that 
4 Preftdenq bird either wholly failed * or were reftnquifktd, 

4 Yet it has, fine,everted to it } and is now pttdfeiy in the 
4 Situation , in which it was originally meant to place i(. 

4 1 will mt fay, dvhat would have hen the fate, of Bom* 

4 hay, had not'Colonel Goddard moft'feafoMbfy arrived, fir 
4 Us relief* „ ( 1 

■ - ■ ’ 1 > t - • . - • • ■ . , 

Perhaps human confidence bas net produced another . 
more daring mftance* to impofe on |he undemanding 
of men, by dint of mere fophiftry and bold afifertioni, 
than what is contained in, the laft recital The anfwer, 
regarding the fafety of Bombaywas Ampler Bombay 
would continue as it is. ColonelGoddard’s detachment 
was on the banks of the Narbudda, long after che de¬ 
feat of the Bombay army. He continued for feme 
time, after he had heard the event, to negotiate with 
Mo^dajec Boofla. Had the Marrattas hadhoftite inten¬ 
tions, equal to the repeated provocations which they 
received, they had it in their powee, eafity and cffec- 
tuaHy, to have cut him off, or force his army to fur- 
renoer pr* loners at dii'e» ; etion r ;either by the fword or by 
famine. it i*no teis a truth; that a detachment, 
ofiSepoys at Stir;*,’-could yield no immediate fuccoMfi 
. m\f{ Bombay,', tf it been 


. r .trip 


..proceeded to decide upon thfc 

\ c-r\ before .the .Board,■ upon the, 

iiv , ! *, . * \ ”■ '> 'i *■ . i r 1 . i • 

... 1 vfthe 
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the two drafts of a letter to the Prefidency of Bombay, 
which he predetermined thus* viz. 

“ He agreed to the lft* 2d, 4-th, 6th, 9th, toth, 
nth, 13th, 14th, and 1,5th paragraphs, 

» 

“ He agreed to the 3d and 5th, with the amend¬ 
ments propofed by Sir Byre Coote. 

4 

“ He never will depart from the opinions which he 

exprefled in the 7th and 8th, 4 

* 

“ He thinks the 1 ath a paragraph of 00 confluence, 
and may be omitted. v 

It was refolved by Mr. Haftings, Mr. Barwell, and 
Sir Eyre Coo^s votes, again ft tbofe of Mr. Francis 
and Mr* VVbefer, m favour of the Governor*® draft. 

letter was, accordingly, ordered to be engrofled, 
and that it be referred to Mr, Horfiey (who was dele¬ 
gated upon the prefect occafion to reprefent the Prefi¬ 
dency of .Bombay) before it * is tranfmitted. Mr. 
Horftey defired leave to take dfe fetter with him, as the 
length of it, and the variety of fubje# it treated, no- 
qeffarily rendered him cautious of offering any thing 
fuddenly for the conftdcration of the Board •, and the 
more £0, “ at then m frveral parts of it, winch he 
“ fears mil appear to Mm mar* detrimental to the public 
“ fetvice f the longer he wnfidm them*" 

At a confutation held the 14th of June, at which 
the Board was>cttmpfetc. The amended draft of the 
letter to Bombay was read, and after a di£ept the guef- 
tion was put, and carried for the Governor*! amended 
draft as follows 1 


Warren 
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Warren Haftingt* * 

Richard Bar weir, > Approved. 

4 * Eyre Coote, 3 


Philip Francis* 

• Edward Wheler, 


i 


Difapproved. 


s 

And immediately Mr* Francis end Mr. Wheler en¬ 
tered their protefts, and Mr* Francis delivered the fol¬ 
lowing minute t& be recorded. « ' > 

« I diflent from, and protetl againft the preceding 
«* letter, for the following feafotw, in addition to thole 
« on which I oppofed the meafutts now adopted* « 
“ the time they were debated.** 

* 

rft. ** Becaufo I deem it unbecoming the dignity of 

the Governor-general and Council, and a moft tm- 
« merited demonftrarion of tenderoefo and partiality an 
** the majority of the Select Committee of Bombay, 
« with inch evidences of their mifcOnduft as we 
« have before us, to pafs by (he whole of their 
« late proceedings, without the fmatieft exprdfion of 
11 disapprobation or concern, as if nothing were in 
“ queftion, but fome common and trifling occurrence, 
•« by which, neither the intcrefts of the Company, nor 
* the credit of our arms, had been eflfentialiy wound- 
« ed. When the feparSte Ojpfoionarf the members of 
m this Board (hall appear before our fuperiors, 1 doubt 
« not, they will think it an extraordinary circumftance, 
*«. that no phrt of the fjnrit which breathes through 
** thofe opinions, foould be preferred fo the CoBo&ve 
gi Ad of Council.* v * ^ 

> a* «Be- 
$ • r 

• Let tlkh nape to the tetter in qaeiien be emmtd with the 
mitofgMt jtmih whteh m faspmi to haw m from his 
Wadi, on the 14th of M»y> «ad dtaw an inference. 
ffidtumit/n tjf trrart — jp a teiuier apology. 
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<2 ‘ Bccaufe, -con fide ring the cWnj of Cokmel E- 

^erTori and Lieutenant-Colond Cock born to be tried 
l*y a Court Martial, as a clam of right, 1 think we 
fh * i not have confined our imerpofidpn on this 
pomr to a told and languid recommendation, of fucb trial , 
but firm'd lev* t iufifhd on Vs bung granted , tn term that 
Would <?i nn tj no tvafioni wait kfs fiould we have 
wmkentd even that rccomundatm kf referring to an ad* 
tentative , of which the Sekft Ctmwtitft quay now avail 
them [elves, under colour of our authority.*-- 1 his, I con¬ 
ceive, is no time to remind tbermthat they have o* 
ther powers veiled ip them thaf they are at liberty 
to wave all trial, if they think pfof “IV and to punifh 
the parties by an immediate andeUeSNd of power.' 


g* 4 Becaufe^ admitting it to be true, that Meffieurs 

* Egcrton and Cockburn, contented, at drft, to relin- 
, € qmfh their ckitp to a public trials and that they had 

• no right to retia& fuch confent, once given, frill, I 

• think we fhould not have paflkd over in fiknce the 

* unwarrantable ads and declarations of the Prefidenr, 
4 bv which it was ej$rojted from* then). They who 

• think kail favourably of the condutt of thefe gentle- 

* rmn, frioujd confickr how far the precedent may be 
4 mended, and what fccurtty it leaves to the military 
4 tervjctfin general, againft the arbitrary a&$ of a par- 

4 ty, ocCafionaily prevailing in the Council' 

♦ 

4. 4 BeCaufe the fcvral plans of alliance or eo-opc- 
4 rations proofed to be executed with the Guiaca* 
4 wart, or wuhtMadajee SciOdra, or with Moqdajejs 
4 fioofii, mufi? be offered and rtej$o4ated, after we our- 
4 idves are, a&u*ity committed, by a declaration, and 
4 engaged in the profecuttonof it. In fuchtircumfUnces* 
p 1 conceive, w t JbaU treat with alitor any of the 
4 abbv^rmttfcowwl ClMk ^tbdr i$ft*Qce» under 
4 great di&dvtftagc*, VVheOtmee they Ice us engaged 




( *45 ) 

in a war, which at all mats we mttft Garry on, they* 
wiJJ either ftand aloof, until they fee the fuccefs of oat 
operations, or ie)l us their afliftance on terms which 
we ihouid .not yield to in any other fixation. 

5. * Becaufe no confideration whatever is given to 
the cafe of the two gentlemen who remain as hoftages 
in the hands of the Mariettas, and whofe lives'may 
be hazarded by an abrupt declaration of war. 

6. 6 Becaufe, ettclufive of all other reafons already 
urged, agamlt our precipitating the Company into s j 
war wnh the Marraccas, if that extremity can be a** 
voided, by any honourable means, l deem it inconfifr 
tent with the principles of Colonel Goddard's inftruc- 
tions ot 5th April, in which the re-eft?ibhlhm«nt of 
peace is profeffed to be an object, to fend him orders, 
which leave no room for accommodation, and which 
ought to have accompanied the inftru&ions, if tb$ 
Beard h^d been mgtnally determined not to wait for the 
rduit of bis negocurioos, nor even for an anfwer to 
our letter. I deem it ulelefs, even in view to a pro* 
lecution of the war, fince, in all probability, the ad» 
victs we exped from Colonel Goddard may aftfive in 
15 or so days, and though a rupture in chat Interval 
may be forwatded, and all v means of reconciliation 
precluded, in confluence of the prefect orders, our 
troops cannot take the field before September. No 
poflible advan agfcs can therefore be taken in confer 
quence of this piecipi radon* unlefs it be thought an 
advantage to denounce war, before we am able to 

and to give the enemy the earlfeft noticed# our inten** 
non to invade their country, as foon m the Won 
will permit.’ 

Laftly, « 1 am trnaWe 10 reconcile it with the opinion 
of every member of the Board, 430ft the Govern#* 

T * gemot, 
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‘ gueral, of Mr. Wheler’s fentiments and mine, I pre- 
4 feme no doubt can be formed. Mr. BarwcJl fays, 

* He thinks we Jbouli wait for tb* efiSl of Colonel Goddard's 
‘ negotiation for peace. But, if we now decide the mam 

* quedion of peace or war, the information .which Mr. 

4 Harwell thinks we ought to wait for, can be of no 
1 uie to \t$.* 

* The Commander in Chief, in whole fentiments I 

* have entirely concurred, declares it to be his opinion, 

4 that we Jbottld not feek to renew a war, but negotiate with 
4 the various Martatta intertfts an honourable peace. That 
« Colonel Goddards detachment , amfidering the fate it is now 
4 i», together with the Bombay troops irnnot equal to in- 
4 Jure fuuefs in a oontejl with the united Marratta power, 

4 Tfet it is with this force, and wuh this force alone, 

4 that under the prelent brders we are to commence a 

* war, which will aflbredly unite the whole power of the 
« Marrattas a&ainft us. No mcafures previous to a dc- 

* deration of war, are taken to divide them, no alliance 
4 formed, no general plan of operations propofed. In 

* foot every thing that belongs to deliberation, and 

* which ought to prepare, and lead to decifion, is left 

* m follow it. But if in the outlet of the con ted, and 

* before any mcafures can be taken to fupport or co* 

4 Operate with Colonel Goddard, the army under his 
4 command Ihould be defeated * and if the confeqmces 
4 of the defeat Jhould endanger the whole of the Compaq's 
4 pqfoffie*s t as the Commander tn Chief very jiffy thinks they 
4 wuld> on what principle can wejuJUfy a rtfolutm, ca- 
4 fable of'producing fitch hazardous conferences Jr am which, 

4 at the prefent point of tune, no immediattfdvautage can 
4 h^denvedi and to be carried into execution by a force 
' which the Command# in Chief thinks is not equal to infure 

jucctfs, fhetems on which we art to engage m tbiswar 
m very iwequaJ t when the utmofi we canenpft from a 
vjMoqit is feme ateefon of territory on the Malabar 

*and 




t 
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ded'^ta defeat j&ay endanger tie pkk ef the 
pawfsppjfidns *' **i 


The letter having been referred to Mr, Horfley, that 
gentleman, though a junior fervant, yet afting as the 
reprefentative, by delegation, of the Prefidchcy of Bom- 
bay, did equal jufticeto hit truth, and to clear abilities, 
m reprefenttng to the Supreme Board, the piamimpro. 
prieciel and ifli^liitiestciwtaineid in the ktzmtf into*?* 
tions, &c. to tht&Prefidency of BQ<ob<i)?« The. pip|# 
will fpeak more forcibly and honourably for icfeU; ik£# 
by abftra&ing its fubftance, which 1 will be founds 
the Company 1 Vrecords in the India Houle* ^ 

■ ■ ^ ..' .. . •• f'4 

By a letter from ColonelGodd^rd, dated at Surat,* 
the a 6th Ofkobet, 177^ , he informed, that thePaife-* 
m*s minifter had in plain and^dirc&terms declaredvfo f 
him, in the name of his mafter, that He would not ao* * 
cede to the propofals made by Colonel Goddard, or«pif.* 
elude peace with the Englilh, unlefs Rpganaut-row (wbfc 1 
had eicaped) was delivered up to himi and SaHetce fur- * 
rendered to the Marratta government. That in confer * 
quen*e of this declaration Colonel Goddard had broke * 
off the negociarion, and prepared for war. The, Baop. •* 
bay Sete& Committe, by their letter of ,31ft Qftober* 
informed the Board that they had ftrongly recommend- ( 
ed to Colonel Goddard^ notto precipitate matters, but * 
to^ndeavour to gain time, and to deter any declaration M 
until they were in a better condition for an a£Htc war^> 

As was predi&ed, the whole Marratta rape* including 1 
the Rajah of Benny andtheG uiaca war Chief, together 
with Hyder AUi Cawn, and it is credibly fufpfcftedthe >T 
Soubah of the Deccan, and Nudjiff Cawn, had entered 
intoacloft <^binadon,'and confederacy, to redueethe 
Briti& empire in lndia, and-that they are carrying on 

T 2 a v&y 
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* wry imd dangerous correfpondenccvmh the 

x- ■: v 
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178a, January* Some time in July* 1779- the w* m 
iwity in^ouncil refolved atrainft the mod pointed efforts 
ItMuadei on the parrot Mr. Francis and Mr. Whe* 
anbthlr (detachment; to conlift of 2*500 ef- 
^iW*. under the.command of Captain Popbam, acrofs 
tW connnenf, to reinforce Colonel Goddard's army at 
pat v and tbarihe cletaehrnefit bedmoghted fromrhe 
gppy bwdi e^ bp tk copntry. Ttt latter end of Au- 

J »ft; Captain Pbpham took leave* and received hnm 
jaatrciciffatrly an order on the Refulent at 
for aySjS^ current rupees; nfftri of the fob* 
J&ficfe ind contingencies of the expedition. I he uni- 
$#hi|;opimon throughout Hindbftan prognosticated, 
*t*w« a dire# Orifice of fo weakabody of troops* 
upt bavingthe moft diftant profpeft of fimilar fuccefs* 
fui cafuato, to fayour their efcape and paifage, as the 
J^^eiachment had* confuting of three times the nura* 
experienced troops* conne&ed battalions, and the 
trainof artillery in Afia under the command 
of Major Bailie, Who has long been confidered as the 
f Weft artillery officer in thefervice. It was confidently 
that the very officers, who arefeldora- back¬ 
ward to go upon tmerprizing fcrvict, did not (hew any 
¥afcerOCfe to go upon this *, and the deteftion of many, 
and alm®ft a total refufal of the rank and file, to crofs 
yielded too convincing a proof of thelenfe 
the nati ves ha<j enrertaiued of the improbability oftuc- 
ng this avowed difeifcftion prevented the march 
fcfjLr detachment, until a laughable, prepofterous treaty 
^ ppot/frduced Rah* of the billy country of 

Golrpd* :was: 4 lepin jaed in January or February* 1780, 
dtityd the impta^ibii.ity of the expedition being then ac- 
;k^iedged ^.tojfoe appearances, Captain .Popbam’s 

to join the* ifwn^ry vetfi'ans 
1 ’ . joi 
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of our great and powerful new ally, to reduce 
fortrefe ofGdcaliar;'belonging to toe Marrattas r j 
the neighbourhood of Gohud. The hiftory of th 
famous treaty, and the cmbaffy of ftate fent to wit* 
npfs the execution of t paper, having had already all 
tht folemnity and authenticity uhaaf^nd eflential |a 
in ha, i» of a piepc with tpany others* and worthy of 
pnuuh* 

It n a moral truth, that fuccefc againft the Marratta 
Chief, Futta Smg Guiacawar, the Jaghire-darof fijr 
rat, does not immediately aged or liyufe the 
of r onah \ nor will it ever be in the power of Coj ^ 
Goddard r o attack them in their-own country, oiffp 
bring them to a pitch or decifive battle in the 
They will pay no re; aid to fny treaty or capitu)adgn 
with hutta Sntg, wH a* a tenant fpr life, pa in a£fuj$ 
pogVhmn to his own loleufe, has no right or alienaripik 
1 hi y h m always (hewn an averfion to the payment pt 
momy by tteaiy, as much as they have plainly difcoverc^i 
a ioheitou* inclination to pieierve an uninterruptedb<g> 
mony and alliance wHi the Enghlh. The cradp of 
Guzzrrat is of more unpoitance to the Fnglilb tradhrt 
Bengal and‘China, than any revenue thaC can afj' 
from the territorial poftdlion thereof, under an Em 
iyftem of government It would therefore have Been, 
more advnragecfus to the Eaft India Company, ana 
the Brmlh nation, to have lubmutedkto a fecond total 
defeat, as the means of any rolcrable accommodation, 4 
than to continue a war, the essence of which is altogi^ 
ther imupportabjeby the Company’s funds, and winch 
can have no other tendency than to exaiperate the 
rattas, and to excue additional jealouly, dread, and 
combination* in all the othef native powers. If the 

m 

* The misutn ate pubU/hed hi a late frmpiktg witmwgMb* 
ftraA* of aisatti on Contrafti, 4 ec. la 1779. 
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war has held out to the year 1781, it moft’lnevitably 
haVc 60ft the Company above three millions of pounds 
fterttng. 


The fidelity of the Company’s native troops hath 
bfeett prefer ved, and their military fuccefles have arifen 
ftSely from a punctuality which no other power in In¬ 
dia was able to obferve in the payment of military efta- 
tftifhments, and from the regular dtfeipiine which, in 
cjpfcquence of that punctuality, British officers were en¬ 
abled to maintain in the armiei * { the' Company are ren¬ 
dered ihcapabie of purfuing the fame line of exactitude, 
mutiny and defertion however danger us, will have lefs 
fatal conferences, than the occalion which it will fur- 
nljb to their avowed enemies, of augmenting thdr ar- 
ipWwith veteran troops', regularly formed and difei- 
jfttned by the Company themfeives. Such a fpirit dit- 
covered ttfclf in 1779, upon feveral occafions, even in 
the brigade ftadoned in and near Fort William, and it 
became remarkably ferious in General Goddard's army 
at Baroach. The Company’s allies (if that appellation 
can be faid to belong to the date of dependence in which 
they are held) are reduced to a Bate of mifery and dtf- 
trefs, and by mere oppreffion rendered not only difaf* 
f^ed, but both unable and unwilling to pay their fubfi- 
dfaty engagements. The Company’s own provinces are 
depopulated, the Zemindars utterly unable to difeharge 
the heavy load of arrears which is fufpended over them 5 
their treafures at each Prefidency are empty *, their cre¬ 
dit, faith, and power, are equally fufpe&ed * their in- 
veftments, by folemn refojuuons, as an aft of necef. 
Bty, not of choice, reduced 40 per cent, in Bengal * 
the quality of the remaining inveftment fo debafed, 
and its colt fo advanced, that the Tales in Europe create 
a fcertain large deficiency» their military and civil efta- 
blilhments, in the very midft of thefe dreadful fymj** 
toms/ have been ampoliticallv and madlv augmented. 
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wtffovtrb<*>ods §r nieafutW y &e efrimateotf prbha^ty 
refources for the year 1780 hath ten acknowleged m 
fait grievoufly ihort of their abfolute engagements f ana 
they art involved in a general w$r with all tbeinde- 
pendent ftate* of Utade&ie, and hr the cHfkffe&ioq oj| 
their dependent allies* 'Who ire all fctfCoOraged and en^ 
cited, by afluranecs of fupport from the ohfyEuropean 
powers who are conditioned to do it with eJ&& It b 
much to be dreaded, that the fatal blow is a 
ftruclt, which may have blaftcd the glpribui |>rbS|| 
of a vaft acceffioa of territory and'trade in the BtWm 
empire. 


• Not 300,0001. Retting, after confonmig the ihpdfc 
3 39,600!. fterling, to anfwer toe calls 'of any tmty&My» 


London, 15th March, 1781. 
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POSTSCRIPT* 


T IHE ung&ftrdtis and uncahdid attempt by the 
" partizansof the Governor General, tofaddlethe 
late incurftons of Hyder-Alti-Cawn Into the Carnatic, 
and the difafter to the Madras army, on the Prefidency 
of Fort St. George, in order to draw the reproach which 
julH)r belong to them, from the me$fures of the Go¬ 
vernor Genera), and the iniquitous Marratta war, into 
which he deliberately forced the Company, may bring 
forth fame more documents, to place the faddle upon 
the right horfc. In the mean time, it is thought pro¬ 
per to fobjoin to this narrative, an extract from a mi¬ 
nute which Mr. Whicehill, the late Prefident of Fort 
St. George, committed upon record ib Council, before 
he Was fufpcnded by the Governor General and Council 
So November 1780, to (hew that the Marratta war alone, 
excited Hydcr-Alli-Cawn to commence hoftilities a- 
gtfoft the Company, in confederacy with the Marrat- 
tas, and the reft of the native powers, and even in al¬ 
liance with Scha* Alium, and his Vizier Nudjiff-Cawn, 
whofe abilities as a General and Politician, are dtftin- 

g iifhed in Hindoftan. In fpeaking of the Governor 
eneral and Council, Mr. Whitehili ufes the following 
convidive language, every word of which being found¬ 
ed on fads, corroborate the predidions and cenfures 
conveyed in the preceding narrative. 

** Plunged into almoft inextricable difficulties, it is 
^ not an unwife ftretch of policy, to fcrcen themfelves 

•♦if 
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** if in their power; and tfr load others with the Op* 
u probiumof thofc a&s, which are now overpowering 
“ us, with the pernicious confequence of their effefts. . 

“ Foffe^cd of a fufficienty of cerritory, more even 
“ than wo were.tdiqtMee to the tlhw^meftt of, your 
“ Prefidency of Bengalmight fqrefy have ft&en content 
“ with paying a drift obedience to your Orders, which 
“ have been unifbrmaodftrift on thathead; but unfbr f 

(He oflfenjvo^ine of 
ie Miriiwws, thr^ 




** intoafeene of jftionio cxtenfive,andf<> fuilOftfi 
“ culty, that neither their forces, nor their reVcntteit; 
“ were capabioof Waring them through with any 
‘Vfibtiity of fuccefs*, Bad the experience of 'fta&fa 
“ times been callediha little to their aid, stoeywo^-^ 
“ have ften that Aurengzebe, one of tho mod formii*-, 
u able monarcha that ever fat upon the throne of DeH^e 
w was, after a twenty years ftruggle with all the power 
M and riches of Hindoftan, obliged to abandon aurnUar 
attempt”. v * 

** It was not, however, in the line alone of hoftility, 
that the Governor General mid Council of' Bengal, 
loft fight of the national intcrefts which have been. ' 
♦‘.entrufted to their care.*' v v 


“ They unaccountably forgot them in theiraegoek ■ 
«• ciationaand alliances with the MarrattaChiefs. The,' 
“ infant Paifhwa was firft to be protefted; next, Ro* 

“ ganaut-row was to be affifted; again, Moodajee Boo- y 
“ fla was to be fupported in fome diftant precenfionsj &. 
“ and all to the fame objeft, the fupreme government 
“ of the Marrattft date. 1 * v - ^ 

« When acontradiftion or this nature appears in the. 
“ public aftsofa great power *, when a more than a , 
“ fufpicion of the prpfeflions it may make, becomes 
thcrulw^^ 

—ned wuh, the (weft prop of polttkai Hcortty Is 
ken, and every evil may be juftly expected a the 
£ conftqucnce.*; 

y 


w The 
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41 The meafgres that hatfe been purfued m the pro- 
“ fccution of this fatal Macratta conteft, may indeed 
“ be fuppofed to be unconnected with the principle of 
“ this addrefs *. ‘but the truth », the Matratta waf has 
"been the realfcurceof all the mifchief that hath be- 
"fallen the Carnatic* and Qf ail the injury that bath 
h been levelled at me by the Governor General and 
'* Council of Bengal Had peace cxiftcd in that quar- 
“ ter with the Englilb* Hyder-AUUCawn would never 

* have ventured from hi* own dominions. He few, 
^however, the extremity to which we were induced, 
44 (a conftder&bk part of our troop 1 having been de- 
44 cached to Bombay, at the reqUjdtionfbf the govern- 

meftt of Behgal, for the fupept of this very war) 
"itod very prudently iqr^ed ho iof the occafioo to dif* 
" trefs us, whore he knew we were moft vulnerable,*’ 

\ "The Governor General and Council of Bengal, 
"’may,’ in exculpation of themfelves, endeavour to 
44 bttfnd this Preudency with the guilt of having ex- 
44 cited the troubles winch at prefem exift in the Car- 
u natk, by pratta&ing the reftitution of the Gdnfoor 
J 4 Ctrcar, and of having driven the Nabob Niaani- 
44 Alli-Cawn, to avow himfelf the advifer of the cori- 

* fedfcracy. But the original caufe of almoft the lofs 
,**Qf all our confequence in Biadollan, wilt be found 
44 Ho arife from the i&fh and ruinous conduct that they 
“ themfelves have held with rcfpeA to the Marrattas. 
“ In the South, it has enabled Hyder to carry fire and 
44 deioUtion before him* and id the Noith, (as the 
44 laud accounts inform us} it hath afforded a favour- 

* able opportunity to the Mogul and Nudjiff-Cawri, 
** tp take the field with a’considerable afmy,<fecla- 
44 lcdly with ^ intent of Wflj&igg f fom Enghfh 
44 the country which they cook from the RobiHas, and 
44 the dominion* 9$ Afibph-ul-LJowla, the Nabob of 
V " . 
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Tffeha^ingtatifeda cranflation to be made ii>to \&i- 
gH(h* of the Hindoo books, called the Bbafter and Po¬ 
rt** and of the hiftory of the former Kings, tfyc flu- 
dying thefe books, and keeping the pictures of the 
former Kings and prefent rulers of Hind, Decan, &c. 
always before your eyes, and from their lifelefe funili* 
tOde to difeover which of them were, pr are worthy of 
rble, and poffef&d of good faith, from which to de¬ 
termine with whom co contrafl engagements, and what 

conduct to obferve to them tefpe&Ivedy -A Ho the 

endeavour to preferve the j>lefllng of peace, *tiU forced 
to 4 relinquifh it.——The fupporting every one in his 
hereditary right,—and revepgtng the breach of faith 
and engagements: but on the lull iQton of the of¬ 
fenders, the exercife of the virtues of clemency and 
gfebterofity by pardoning, and receiving him again into 
fivbr, and ignoring him to his pofTefiions— the not fuf - 
firing the intoxication of power to reduce you into a heath 
of faith , and the ghhir fuppoit to each tlluftmm houfi tn 

proportion to its rfpeflive merits ;-And in matteis 

which required a long courfe of years co bring to per¬ 
fection, the forming your condudt on mature deli¬ 
beration, and the advice of the Company and Coun¬ 
cil, are the fure means of exalting your greatnefs and 

profperity to the higheft pitch.-Fhe intention of all 

this is to recommend univerfal peace and fricndjhrj in 
the manner following. The almighty dtlpofes of king¬ 
doms, and places whomibever he chufes on the teats of 
power and rule; but makes their liability to depend on 
their peaceable, juft, and friendly cpndufkto others,— 
It is not ever y one who is equal td the talk of govern* 
ihent, on the plan defigned by the almighty ruler, and 
of' bnfuring his liability, by a wife and juft condu&— 
Hind and Decan poliefs, at prefent, very few enlight¬ 
ened, but a gfm multitude of weak and ignorant men. 
The Engtilh Chiefs, and you in a fuperior degree, pof- 
* * lets 
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kb. all the tirtpea.,^Qve 

diflsnt'iffiaiis ,by: rfe mojith’s M4ge on th6,g,«at 
oceart, by their ©un«i*^| 

admiration of minf Sftt^aJls oft'tto sjn|inent.. j[t^ 
eafy to acqiiire a ^hwctai j but to %oi#raJwng oxm 
Kings, and Chief of Chiefs, » a yety:<ji$j;uU mwe^ 
-—Theatninmenr of thii is only to iw, 
the means of friend/bip, fej y$cb ,tfie amm, 

fubjedted. My edfldufit is flamed, 'mi twfe i jg oq 5« « . 


■^.rdjde&ce tfjfedjfo vmk 


was felely to effixk 




mate frknd&ip, afcd $ $6$. 

taken fuch dec}) rootthat, through |oujr triers, ii f * 
reached the‘'ears'of the and 

land; and our conoe$jbh and ^prrei^ha0ce v ^i 
on under the veil of ySe. vicinityof 
been difeovered by the Poonah MinliSpb^ and by; the* 
Nabob Nteum-ul-Dowla; yet, though they - form 
various conje&ures and doubts, and have lem v a frilly: 
Vakeel, and written repeated letters,, to e^ayppr^^ 
find out the motives or our tinicn, yft they wmgfpu#^ 
myftery j as I make the plea of,,our andent ties* 
the junction of ourrermories. ■ *' * 


• v > • ■■ v * 
i 1 -r 


I was impatiently expe&ingthe arrival of Mr, Wm$ \ 
who bting endowed with an enfight^ed underfia)i(j[W|,. 
and invefted with ful) powers from you tocbndu&tne ■' 
negotiations, and determine on the meaftfres to be pur- 
fual, . would have, eflabltfhedthe ties of a perpcui4 
friendship, and havej^filfed every matter on the fiirpdl' t 
bafis. '* It pleafed Gopthat he Ihould die on the jour- ' 
ney, and the grief ifelc at his unfortunate Ms, wj)0. 
would have been the means of fettling all points be^ 
tween us, to our mound content, and by his 
tion with me,, giving fatisfadion to the Pai^iva *n$ { 
Nabob Nizam ui-Dowla* all which l$ve beictf % his 

»S' death 
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ligtbthiown btdlittuQy.inQftfos»*° ^ 
fyfaiM, *nd Q*ty fwe* w add #> I 

h*y$ ft*H yet recovered the Ibock whtch *j* c event gave 
fjh&A u you uril! Icarft tnorc fbUy fpopn Beneram F'ttfj* 
m, there is tm remedy For M* misfortunes, and it 
Ik in vain toftrWeagainftthedecreesofptoV^nee; 
MMr, EM** arrived, (mb Mes of polity wmld have 
Jtflt Mplwdt t fat the Boom, would have ad- 

bend mm Jtrupthuft ihan^mte Mrenmments; 
and the French, who afafti mumli^^tfaBngUlh, 
wmtd have beta tbeks tibmfivwd tbetrftfpcmif>m 
mnbmHmof(typer* btir^pvestteMai^^Rm^fah 
iteft .dtfigwd ty the Ehj^/t4hieft 9 as Hearn 
fjttm-Bmrm, $>fa bad il fm par awamtabi and 
$fck has &f*M tom. peat untafaifi, w uld have fan 
B ftemify Mr. 'EM tndtyjmifmnty 

i ' , ■ ?»■ . 

w ffe 'l^''kim.*Dn*h ! «*» vmttyw tettou 
M til tbisMiS, rtW‘d for anfwtr, thu ym bad 

% 3 m tf 5f orfipporti*Z JUgMaul-Row, that yout 
entity WaafoMy pointed againft the Ftench, and that 
Whoever aSifted the French we your enemies, would 
likewife by thefe meana have been thoroughly fatisfied, 
im i your detachment would have reachedBombiy, wu|*- 
#te tneeiing the foaUeft interruption} and had the 
Pdonah Mirdftera then afted acwtranpait, I^uld 
hire Withdrawn myfetf fam their fnendlhip. But by the 

dtith of Mr. Elliot, all thefe defigns have fallen tor 
the ground, and mud be fulpended nil another op- 
Wotmnity, and the knowledef ofcjpwr fentiments. It 
v*._ *»* it AkftiUh dune, it veil* 


is 4 freverb, that whatever it — r —v ■ < . 

6m/ U reply to wbtf.you write refyeamg your 
fiomKig your ultimate refotaions, I have communi- 
ettrfw Beheram Pwdit whatever I judge pwper afld 
ttigihle, and Whith tnay promote them in 
M'u ft»y not be fubjefi to any change fro m 
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v^Swta' rf faftwe i for thofe points which I fix*d 
on, after gftnute d^Bbetabon, as the «Hbft eligible that 
can be adopted, 1 refer you tp tbit tetters of Beneram 
Pundit, It* norwkhftanding, you have any plan to 
propose for the reciprocal bpneftt of our ifaies, bo 
picked to communicate come* 

Poftjmpt. 

To your letter, itfpe#ing feading wamytoover*w| 
the French, and to reinforce the Government of Bo0% 
bay, and fettwg forth that tbf Poona Mmiftett having 
broken the treaty with the Engidh, and in oppofitfofl* 
to the rights of friend&ip received in Envoy of ttyb* 
French King, and granted the port of Choulto thiflP 
nation, thereby enabling them to farm an arftnel, Mid 
rolleft mibtary ftores, and of their having written 
rotheit ofliterh, to permit the French (hips to enter their 
ports, and that it being therefore incumbent on you 
to take m pa lures to counters# their defigns, you had 
determine d to fend a lirong detachment for the rein* 
tojrcement of Bombay, by the route of Befar * < and 
that in confideidtioa of our ancient friendihip, and the 
mcwv of our dominions, you requefted that; oh its 
arrival m my neighbourhood, I would caufe it to be 
inftrudb'd in the route, and providing it with provilkmt 
and npceflanes, have it conduced in fafeijr through 
my territories, and join a body of my forces with it, 
wlpch would increafc and cement our friendihip* and 
that you have, at the aifu ranee of Beneram, fixed on 
this route for its march m preference to aoy other,— 
In reply to this letter, a&uated by its <S#ates of the 
finer reft friendihip, I waited not to take die advice of 
any one, but without hefitation wrote you,~-»Thlt 
where a (incere friendihip exifted, the paffage of troops 
through my country was a matter of no moment, 

that 
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that they foould proceed immediately through my 
codntff.-—I lifewife in&rmedColahel Lefcc df the 
difficulties arid daggers he woulif meet wjtfc )is tlicfftay, 
from dangerous mountains, cxfenfive rivers, &c. 
And alfodilpatched Lalla Jfaddk RoW with a Chief 
of note, to the banks of the Narbudcra, to fupplythc 
detachment with provifiohs, as long as they were in 
my territory, and to treatthemwith all the duties of 
hofpitality; where he waited in expedition of their 
arrival'for fix foonths to nb pprpbfe. ¥(>ey loitered 
imp their time m the BmdU Cmi counttjkt, contrary to 
ft&ty rule of potjey* —-At that tj&e jjjffithc Poonah 
Minifters wefe ftparitely employed in%eir own pri¬ 
vate affiiiriti or in the war with Hyder Naig, infotnuch 
titiA they had nb time to turn their attention to the 
concerns of other parts, and the march to Bombay 
might have been eflfb&cd with the greate-ft cafe. The 
thneislfovr pafti The arrow is ftiot, and cannot be 
recalled; As l have fopeajedly written tp the Poonah 
Mimftefs, with whom l keep op a^con dpondenceon 
thefobjefr of tMrertcouraging a French Envoy, and 
breaking their faith' wkh the Engiifh Chiefs, ads 
highly tnconfiftent with honour and policy. The an- 
fwer l have received from them, 1 have communicated 
to you. The fubftance of Wat they fay in their own 
j unification is thin;" That the French Vakeel came 
for the purpofe of traffic; not tp negotiate; yet, for 
the fatisfadion of the Englifh, they gave mm his 
difmiflion. That the account of the grant of the port 
of Choul, and an arfena), isenripy without founda¬ 
tion ; and that they have hot: the leaft indifpofition 
towards the Engliihj that I wilt therefore write to 
Calcutta, that ypu may beperfedty fatisfied refpe&ing 
their dt^pofkiott. My letters did not produce the, 
effitd or Jamming you on thefubjtd of the Paiffiwa, 
but yOur doubts 1 (lift remained* And, aduated by 

wifdom 
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wifdoin and priidcride, you determined to fend Mr# 
Elliot to me, and wrote to me, that on his arrival at 
Naigpore, t after he had an interview with me, and 
learned my fenriments and views, he would, in con- 


ju&ion with me, form, a plan for our mutual honour 
and benefit, and give dire&ions to Cononel Lcflk in 
confequence, who would be guided thereby *—— The 
event of this gentleman's deputation it toe mil known* 
arid Cornel LeJUelikemfe* afar, engaging in bofliMtks 
with thePaifhm's officers^and Zmndars of tbefe parts* 
and collefting large Jims of money > died. Coloncf God* 
dard fucceeded to the command, and purfued the 
fame line of eonduft, with refped to the Talookdars as 
his predeceffor. And -arriving at Garawale and Garifur 
in the territory of the Afghani whither he was obliged 
to march with the utmoft caution, being lurrounded 
with a Marratta army, who oonftantly feized every 
opportunity to attack him, wrote me from .thence, 
that he fiiould Ihortly ttaeh the Narbudda, whpre I 
would be plea fed to caufe grain and other necelfaries 
to he prepared, and a party of my forces to be icady 

to join him,-1 wrote him in anfwer, that La) la 

Jada Roy, and Shao Baal Hazaile were waiting on 
that fide the Narbudda, , which is within my territories, 
and that the gaut where the troops Ibould crofs was two 
cofs from hence under Hafilngabad; thafcJanojeeBoOfla 
lorded it with his army at that place, on his expedition 
to Malawa, and that I did not doubt it was now forda¬ 
ble; that he &oU||< Therefore crofs his army there, 
and repairto Haflingabad j thatLalla Jada Roy would 
exert his utmoft affiduity in Supplying him with grain 
and other provifions, and treat them with every degree 
I>f hofpitality; but that, as the foadiorward was very 
' difficult and dangerous, and thoufands of the Balim 
Cades, were concealed in the holes in the mountains; 
who though not able to oppofe him openly, yet 

- b would 
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would do it by ambufade and ftrattgems, and cut of 
his fypplies of provisions: and that, beyond that he 
would epter the Soubafhip of Bar him pore, dependant 
on the pailbwa; that near 4000 of Scindiji's cavalry 
were waiting it the fort of Afur, for the arrival of 
the Englith on the binks of the Ganges*, 10,000 
more were under the command pf Bagarut Sundiab \ 
Scindiah him felt with the chiefs in readinefs at Poona, 
waiting to hear of the approach of the Eaglilk And 
moreover in Berar, in which theNabobNizamTul- 
Dowla,poffcffesa£hare with me;all the Jagbirdars were 
in readlnefs with powerful armies; a .d although the 
Englilh pofleffcd the greatril magnanimity in 
battle, yet as every ftep they took would be juft into 
the mouth of danger and all the above-mentioned 
chiefs would let themfelves to cut off and dellroy his 
provifions, and take every oppoitunity of attacking 
him when they law an advantage, and of harraffmg 
him nigfft and Jay; conftandy imrounding: his army 
with their numerous forces, the jun&icm of a body of 
my forces with his, would avail nothing in the face 
of fuchlarge armies; but would only involve me in 
the greateft Ioffes. That it neither was advisable for 
him to return, which would dirnMh the awe and refpect 
in which he was held ; That I would therefore write 
the particulars explicitly Calcutta, and that whatever 
you fiaould think proper to irnmatc to him and me 
in reply, it would be advisable to abide by, and a$ 

, accordingly- All which time, 1 .would recommend 
that he continued at Hoffmgur—rThat I have receri 
ved letters from Calcutta, tilled, with the warmeft 
fticndffip. and confidence to the following purport: 

“ That the detachment fliQuld cpme into my neigh* 
bpurhood, and be guided in its operations by my ad* 
vice:* 1 that it is incumbent on every Chief who enjoys 
the confidence of another, to give fuch advice as may 

be 
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be moft advantageous to the party repoling truft, and 
moft confident With the faith of engagaments; and 
that with futh comfuffc the Almighty is well pleafed* 
That I had alfo Written to the Poonah Miniftcrs my 
advice on the ficuarion of affairs to this purport, 
“ That Mr. Elliot was depured hither to negotiate 
€< with me •, but dying in the journey, all the nego- 
u ciations intrufted to him were fufpended : that had he 
“ arrived at NaigpOre, I had determined, from princi- 
M pies of attachment, to have removed froth the 
“ minds of the Englilh the doubts and apprehenfiCUS 
“ which had arrifen, by reafon of the fuppoled,. en** 
** couragement of the French Envoy at Poonah, and 
“ the agreement to fupport that nation, who were 
“ the inveterate enemies of the EnglUfy which had 
“ given rife to the quarrel between the two ftates, by 
“ proving to them under the fan&ion of folemn oaths, 
11 and becoming myfclf guarrahtee, that all thofe 
“ reports were groundless, and that the Poonah Mi* 
“ nifters were fleady and aealdus in fheireftgagements 
“ with the Englilh; and on Ifeveral accounts highly 
“ obliged to them: and I would have taken, from 
“ Mr. Elliot, engagements that the Ertglifh had n0 
“ idea of affording fupport to Ragansot-Row, but 
“ were refohed to maintain their treaty inviolate i 
“ and that their apprehenftons related to the French, 
“ and that when 1 gave the Ehgfdfi fat&ftafttGn, refs* 
“ ting to the French, and become guarantee, all his 
f< doubts wduld be removed s and that if it was re* 
“ quifite a frefit engagement fhotrld be executed, to 
“ which he Would bee guarantee; ffiatiri brief each 
u party entertained a reafontbJe doubt j the English* 
that the Pbonah Mirtifiers would join with the 
u French i and the Poonah Minifters, that the Engliih 
w fupport Roganaut*Row j that when thefe fufpiciortfi 
u no longer remained, all carries df difpfcafure would 
“ of courfe ceafe, and that they could have no objeftioa 

- b 2 to 
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<l to a detachment cf Englilh forces lent for the rein* 
“ forcement of Bombay, and to overawe the French, 
“ not for the lupport of Roganaut-Rojy, repairing 
u thither, and to oppofe them, would in fuch calc 
“ k a *c been highly improper” &c. &c. Stir. 

Second Poftfeript. 

9 

Baboo-Row, the Pailhaw’s Vakeel, has obftrvcd to 
me in the courfe of convention, that his matter has 
not rhe flighted: idea of failing In his engagements 
wirh rhe Englilh, or of contra&iop any fnendlhip 
with the French, but that the treaty i ,rbid$ the march 
of Englilh forces through the Paifhwa’s dominions •, 
that therefore the appearance of. the detachment now 
on its march, is an infringement of the treaty. 

Third Pejifcrlpt. 

Although it may appear improper to repeat the fame 
thing over again, yet the importance of the fubjeft 
may plead in my cxcufe. On either part a doubt fub- 
fills. The Poonah Minifters fufpeft that the Englilh 
forces, on their march to Bombay, though oftenfibly 
for the purpofe of oppoling the French, are in realiiy 
intended for the fupport of Rpganaut-Row $ and that 
the Englilh at Bombay, who were not included in the 
treaty with the Pailhwa, which was concluded through 
the Government of Bengal, with the advice of the 
Chief at Calcutta, are defirous of breaking with the 
Pailhwa, and fupporting Roganaut-Row, and that 
the detachment had been fent at their requifition, 
They alledge, that the Chief of Calcutta, writes to 
them, that he is firmly refolved to adhere to the treaty 
with the Pailhwa, and that the detachment he has fent 
to Bombay is folely to awe the French, without the 

leaft 
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lead defign to alftft Rpganaut-Row; and that fince it 
is forbidden in the treaty to difpateh troops over Und f x 
the march of the ttoops is a breach of it. that if it is! 
necetfary to fend troops to Bombay, to awe the French, 
they ought to be fent- by fea. 

. < j 1 , 

The Englifh on their part fufpeft the Poonah Mini- 
fters of joining the French, in eonfequence of having 
received a French VakeeL As the Paiihwa formerly 
wrote me, that he had no idea of failing in his engage¬ 
ments with the Englifb, and that he had given no en¬ 
couragement to the French Vakeel, who came, for the 
purpole of traffic, and that he had difniififed him, 
therefore requeftedthat l would fatisfy you in that re- 
fpedt. I, in eonfequence, formerly wrote you all cbefe 
particulars. As I have a voucher in my hand from the 
Paiihwa, that he has no cornie&ioo with the French, 
and isfteady to his engagements with the Englilh, I 
am able, by this voucher, to give you complete fatis- 
faftion on this head. But I have no voucher, or inti¬ 
mation from you, by which! may be able rogive fatis- 
fa&ion to him; 

As he pleads a prohibition in the treaty, to the march 
of forces over land, and likewife complains refpe&ing 
the money colle&ed by Colonel Lellie in htt territories. 
What aniwer can be made thereto ? 

i i 1 $ 

As the time'requires, that a reconciliation take 
place with the Poonah Minifters, you will confer and 
determine what reply ihall be given to thefc two points 
of which they cotoplain, and by what means they may 
be fatisHed, and communicate yourrefolution tome, 
that 1 may write conformable ..thereto, and remove 
all doubts. 


A. No. 
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A, Na III., 

Mr. Francis’s minute on the letter from Moodajee Bpofla, 
dated 5th December 1778. 

January n, 1779. 

I have nothing to objed to the pious precepts, and 
excellent moral mftfudions contained in thefe letters. 
Whether they come fealbnably or not, at a time whin 
deep plans of policy, and decided ads of vigour might 
have been expeded from our intended ally, mfteti ol a 
general difeourfe upon the duties of a iUrefnian. Or 
how far fuoh a difeourfe may with ropriety be a<l- 
dtefled to the chief member of this »oVernmtnr, are 
queftions very little neceffary to be confidt ied at pre- 
fent. It is of no lore of moment to us now, to enquire 
into the moral charader, or religious creed of this 
Marratta, though it might have been prudent n. us 
to have been fomewhat better a- quainted with both, 
before we trufted him fo far* From other parts of his 
letter we may colled information of a more inferefting 
nature. If we really mean the public fcrv.a*, if we 
mean to faveColonel Goddard’s army, ard to provide 
lor the fecurity of the Company’s pollutions, let* us 
not obftinately ibtit our eyes to the evidence before 
us. After examining the fads without prejudice or 
paltion, let us draw the natural and obvious conclufions 
from thefe fads, and endeavour to aft firmly and con¬ 
fidently upon both. 

For my own part, the declarations contained in 
Moodajee Boofia’s letter to Colonel Goddard, received 
on the 21ft of December, appeared to me ftffficiently 

ver, foil 
planation. 
But 


explicit. A majority of the Board, howe 
thought it neceffary to wait for fome further ex 



But now I prefume that not tho&adow of a doubt can 
remain with agf of us concerning his real ientimema 
and resolutions.. The moft material points of fad af- 
cci rained by the prelent letters, and by which our 
mealures muft be immediately direded, are 

% '*i* i * 

i ft. That fo late as the 5th of December, Moxiajee 
Boofla does not appear’to have had the leaft idea of thc 
extent or nature of the Governor-General's view*, in the 
proppfed alliance, though we have been informed that 
h-s Vakeel, Benrnm Pundid, was perfedly pofieflfed 
of the project of that alliance, from leveral conversa¬ 
tions which he ha* had with the Governor-General in 
Calcutta, and was authorizedto commmnicax the fame 
to his maftcr. . . • 

2dly. That whatever degree of information the 
Rajah might poffefs on this fubjeft, and admitting his ig¬ 
norance of the Governor’s plan to be merely affeft- 
ed, he appears plainly to have had no fort of dilpofi- 
tipn to catch at the thjeBs prejented i0 bis Ambition, or to 
run the rilque of a rupture eitherjwith the Failhwa or the 
Nizam, much kIs with both at the fame inftant,, foe 
any oilers that we can make him. On this point his 
declaration* are clear and decided. 

* , 

3<ily. That fo far from (hewing a difpofition to join 
us againft his countrymen, he fays exprefsly, u that 
(i the jundion of a body of his forces with Colonel 
“ Goddard’s would avail nothing in the face of fuch 
M large armies, but would only involve himielf in the 
V greateft Ioffes.” 

4thly. That it is his opinion, founded on reafon, 
which, if he does not deceive us, are fuffiriently folid, 
that the detachment cannot proceed towards Bombay, 

without 
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without the greateft difficulty and danger, nor return 
without difgrace. \ 

5thly^That fo far from entering into an offenfive 
alliance with us againft the Poona government, he in¬ 
fills on the neccffity of our coming to an immediate 
conciliation with them, and of our previously giving 
them fatisfaXion for the march, of our army through 
their country, and for the large Turns colleXed from 
their dominions, firft by Colonel Leflie, and after¬ 
wards by Colonel Goddard, “ who (he fays) has pur- 
“ tiled the fame line of conduX, wi’ i^refpeX to the 

“ Talookdars, as his predeceffors.”-The pernfal of 

thefe voluminous letters, will fuggeft many other inter¬ 
filing reflexions to our fuperiors. One circumftance 
in particular, 1 think dcferves their notice, notwith¬ 
standing the detachment was for fome months under 
the orders of the Prcfidency of Bombay, whole defigns 
were very explicitly communicated to us, and although 
the commanding officer was intreated to co-opcrate 
with them in the plan they had formed far the fupport of 
Ragoba,and notwithftanding all the mealures taken 
here, profefledly originated from the communications 
which were received in January la A, of certain overtures 
fuppofed to have been made by the Minilters for rein¬ 
flating R ago ha. Moodajee Boofa now affirms, that 
his Vakeel bad it from Mr. Ha (lings s own mouthy that 
it never was, nor is defiped Ly the Engltjh Chiefs to fup- 
pert Rapba, 

The good advice contained in thefe letters is, in 
effeX, the fcverdt refieXions on the levity and precipi¬ 
tant y of out councils * and probably has no other mean¬ 
ing, than to (hew the Governor-General in what re- 
IprX Moodajee Boofb holds a ftatefroan, who pro- 
kills" fo have departed from the common line of po- 
$ “ licy 
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** licy in the whole of his conduct/*—If we were not 
become the Qsjije&s of his Icorn, would our bo^fted ally 
take fuch a time as this to tell us, “ that it is a pro- 

verb, that whatever is deliberately done is well done 
<s ihat it will be proper maturely to deliberate on the 
“ piobablc evenr before the commencement of anyun* 
“ deruking, and that it is the part of wifdom and fount! 
“ judgment, before aqy further iteps are taken, to de- 
“ ternime by what means they are to be fupported, 
“ that no unfteadincfs may hereafter arifc. M 

What mull this Marram think of the prudence of a 
government rnat fends an army a tkouland miles for- 
waid mtu an enemy 1 * country, in the prefumption of 
receiving afli lance on the Ipbt, without any treaty 
prtviouily concluded; without a Jingle condition agreed 
on; without one fhpulation formed for the operation?, 
for the proceeding, or for rhe retre&t of chat limy j and 
even without knowing the general fentimems, views, 
or dd, ofmons o: the prince on whole future fupport we 
placed our ciependance ? I do not wonder that Mooda* 
iee Boo Ha fliould feel no inclination to unite his fortune 
with fuch a government.—-But let us now at leaft profit 
by his advice, as far as the circumftances we are redu¬ 
ced to will admit. In the natural order of things, deli¬ 
beration fhould go before meaiurcs, with us it mult 
follow them, * v 

Colonel Goddard’s army is now near eleven degree* 
well of Calcutta. We have no other way of tracing his 
progrefs, or alcertaining his diftance from us but by 
obierviag, as accurately as we can, the latitude and 
longitude of his pofition, on a general map of India. 
If he attempts to proceed, it mu ft be in the mouth of 
danger* If he retreats it will refit ft dtjh^mur on our 
amt . If he advances into Berar, it is againft the advice 

c of 
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of tlv Rajah, who infills on his remaining where he is 5 
and who, 1 pref. me, rid never fuller an , Engliifr .1 *07 
to march into the* heart of the country ; efpcciaiiy wr.cn 
he heais that another detachment is pr;-paring to enter 
it from the -aftward. This mcafure, fo far from giving 
him encouragement to join us, mult naturally iill bin 
with jealoufy. and diftrult. Without infilling on 'he 
faithlcfs chara&er uniformly attributed \o the Ma.- 
rattas, thefe motives alone are fufficient to put him on 
his guard againft us; while others, equally powerful, 
may induce him to take advantage of the critical fili¬ 
ation of our army, and to comprom; Jiis own differ¬ 
ences with the Pailhwa and the Nizam at our expena. 
At all events, I prefumc, it cannot be diiputed, that 
the fafety of the detachment depends greatly on the 
good faith of Moodajee Boofla. In this (itiution we 
have a choice of difficulties before us ; whatever relblu- 
tion we adopt will, I fear, be liable to fuch obj* ebons 
as will admit of no better anfwer, than that Hill greater 
objections may be urged againft any otlxr. We may 
order Colonel Goddard, at all events, to proceed to 
Bombay; or to move towards our weftern frontiers 
through Berar, or to rcrurn as expeditioufly as he can, 
by fhc way he went, i am againft the lirft, becaule I 
am’ convinced it cannot be attempted wn.h.rn the 
greateft ha/.ard to the detachment, or with the imalleft 
probability of friccefs. I caruder it a: one common 
and equally cfllvtiJ imcr.ft of til the powers of India 
to oppo;e the march of an Englllh army acrofs the 
continent; and, by defeating the attempt in the firft 
uilhnce, to deter us from e\tr forming luch a enter¬ 
prise again. Moodajee Boofla himfclf Hates the dan¬ 
ger to m in tc. nr whit h 1 efficiently exprels his opinion 
of the impoffibility oi furmounting it. 


With 
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With refpeft to Bombay, notwithftmding all that 
has been fait I of the deep detigns of the French, that 
place is actually in no danger; if it were, this is not 
the way of providing for its defence, I am againft 
the fecond, hccaufe it appears th.sr the Rajah himfclf 
is-very averfe to letting Colonel Goddard come into 
his country, and infills on his Haying where he is. If 
the army (honld move into Berar without* Ids content, 
and without lbme fcipulations previoufly determined 
with him, it will be always in his power to facrifice 


them to the\ Poonah Government, or to the Nizam, 


if they can make it their intereft fo to do. For my 
own parr, I am very much inclined’to think, that all 
his iatc delays and uncertainties are affected, for no 


othtt purpofe but to* give his countrymen time to 
template their preparations, and to furmund Colonel 
Goddard. No i hoice then is left, bur. to order Colonel 


Goddard to rmirn as he went. 1 Jo not Gy, that this 
meafure (hall not ltffen the opinion which the powers 
of India may hitherto have entertained of the councils 
of this government. It may alfo be thought in fome 
degree difgracefuGtomur. arms. But neither is this of 
weight again!! other fuperior confidtraiions *, nor do 
I apprehend that if no dired impre.Tmn be nude upon 
our army, its bare-retreat will prove any thing, but the 
extreme imprudence of thole meafures which have left 
us no other option. At the lame time,* I think that 
proper letters fhould be written to the Paiihwa, to in- 
lorm him of this alteration, to defire, that the army may 
return without moleftation, and to aftute him that we 


are fincerely difpofed to come to a conciliation with him, 
and to adjuft whatever difference^ may unfortunately have 
arifen between his government and ours, in an amicable 
manner, agreeable to the terms ‘and ‘principles of the 
treaty of Foonah, ' , 


The 
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The time which has eUpftd. fmce the receipt! of 
Moodajcc Boofla’s letters, and the critical fituition of 
the detadiment, make it indifpedibly neceflary that 
ibme dear and deceive orders jbes immediately difpatched 
to Colonel Goddard* I (hall be ready to correft and 
alter my opinion, if I fee juftand fulid reafons urged 
againft it. 

* . . P. Francis. 

w * *«+ 

Governor General, I have Jeen Mr. Francis’s mi¬ 
nute, and do not think it necejfary or proper to 
apply to it, 

% Haftings. 

Intelligence from Poona, <ontmed'in a Letter from Row 
Gee, dated \%tb jf January, 1779, to the Nabob 
e/Arcot. 

1. I have addreflfed your Highnefs feveral letters of 
late, ibme of which I hope are arrived. I have ac¬ 
counts of others having been intercepted in the road, 
and (hall therefore recapitulate foroc of the mod im¬ 
portant traftfa&ions here. 

t ' • 

11 

. 3. The Enslifb Surdars, as 1 have already wrote to 
your Highnefr, marched from Bombay to the paffes, 
and fortified that of Kodtichully. Raganaut-Row took 
pofleflkm of two forts which were in the road, and 
joined the EngliJh army, which I hear confided of 700 
Europeans, $ batalions of Seapoys, 40 pieces of can* 
non, mortars, and a quantity of powder and military 
itores j they had befidet 4 lack* of rupees in money. 

4 

* _ _ j _, 

3. Siccaram Pundit! and Nana Furnefe, two Ma¬ 
nta Surdars, joined thek forces, and fatisfied the dif- 
* contented 
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contented chiefs Schindiah and Holkar, by giving them 
motley, jaghites, arid other pft&tift* * 

. * 

4. All the chiefs having'hicttoconfuk what waato 
be done in the prefent Rate of affairs, they all with ofte 
voice agreed, that if Rogan*ut*Row eame with his own 
forces alone, theyfhould receive hint. and give him* 
foare of the power as formerly *, but fince he came with 
an army of Engliih, who were of a different nation from 
them, and whofc condud in Sujah Dowja's country, - 
the Rohilh country, Bengal, and the Carnatic, ahfty 
were well acquainted with; they unanimoufly deter- 
mined not tu receive Roganaut*Row * as otherwife, in 
the end, they would be obliged to forkke their religion, 
and become the (layes of Europeans. Upon this they 
exchanged oaths $ and Nebjunv*Row, Apagce Pundit, \ 
and Scindiah, were fent with an army or 15,000 horfe, 
befides foor, to the Gautof Tcltcanoon, and were fol¬ 
lowed immediately after by Siccaram Pundit and Nana 
Furneze, with 40,000 horfe, 

» 

5. It has been for fome time the fixed determination 

of the Englilh Stmlars to give their afliftance to Roga- 
naut-Row, in replacing him at the head of the govern¬ 
ment $ an army was fent from Calcutta, who made an 
alliance wiih Booila, (Rajah of Berar) and they were 
greatly encouraged by fc the news of the furrender of 
Pondicherry. ► 

% 

6 . Mr. Moflyn, who writ from Poonah, made 
them believe, that many of the Marratta Surdars 
were in their inceref}, and that as foon as their army 
Jhould arrive at the Gaut, Holkar would join them with 
all hji forces. 


7- Tip 
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7. The Engliffi, trufting to this/ marched their 
army to the Gaut, and waited impatiently for a whole 
month, but no one appeared to join their ftandard. 
The Engliffi army marched forward from the Gaut, 
and were fo much harrafled by die Marattas as not to be 
able,to proceed more than two cofs a day, dtiringwhich 
time they loft a great' many of their men by the 
fir^ept upon them by the Marattas, When they came 
to Chockly, which is about 14 cofs from the pafs, they 
were obliged to halt; Captain Stewart, one of their Sur- 
dars, was killed at this place. 

8. On the 21ft January the Europear army arrived 
at Tulieanoon (17 cofs from the pafs; Mr. Carnac, 
Second of Bombay, was wich them. Siccaram fent 
a body of horfe to Tulicanpon, to ‘harrafs them; 25 
Europeans, among!! whom was an officer* and too 
Jepoys, were killed on the firft day j the Marattas had 
200 men killed. 

« 

9. On the 2d day, the Englifh were fur rounded on 

all fides by the Marattas, and all fupplies of provifions 
cut oft from them. Seeing thcmfelyes in this fituation, 
they determined, if poffible, to return back by the 
Gaut, and confuted upon the means toeffird it. Ro- 
ganaut-Row hearing this, fent privately to the Marattas. 
Chfef, Sindiah, telling him, that if .he would attack 
the Engliffi, he would join them with his two battalions 
of Sepoys, and 600 horfe. The Engliffi, it would ap¬ 
pear, had intelligence of this 5 for,on the 13th January, 
theyfuddenly marched fecredy from Tulieanoon, tak¬ 
ing Roganaut-Row with them, and leaving their bag¬ 
gage and tents ftanding, under the protedion of 2<x> 
Euiopean®, arid one battalion of Sepoys, with eight 
pieces of cannon, to make the Marattas believe that 
ikir whole force was at Tultcanrioom-Siccaram, 

1 , however,. 
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to cut oft'their march/ At thtfame' he tent a Ifody 
of borfe t6 Ttiticafteoh, iherb ihe‘ fell’ of the tngjiS 
were encamped.. The 'M*ratfas, ‘a? ufual, fell upon, 
the plunder, and a (mart engagement enlucd between ; 
them* an.t' the Efigfifh. Hie detaw&mint, Who had 
inarched with Roganafct-Rdw; had not pfoceeded far, 
returned to the affiftance of thofe m their camp, A 
heavy cannonade was kept up by the" Marattas Mtn 
midnight till four o’clock the neat dayV the ErigjIdJjt 
were nor abte to march one foot of way, and alldteif , 
firing took no elFt&*ii;o Europeans, With many jl 
their officers, and 8go Sepoys wcie killed! ;The Ma- 
mm furrounded them, and kept patrples going all 
night, to prevent any From efesping. On the 14^ 
the Marattas commenced their cannonading again, jJo 
E uropeans, and 400 Sepoys were killed. The Englifh 
ceafed firing, feeing that it had no effeft. In thp 
evening of that day, the jervant of ROgaoaut-RoW, 
and that of Mr. Carnac, brought a letter to MadWh < 
Row, aepuainting him' thatthey would fend a trufty 
perfon to confer with him upon feme matters, jf ieave 
was given. The SurdarS read the letter, and font an 
anfwer by the lame perfon, that they were witling w 
ceafo hoftilities, until a perfon was font. They, how¬ 
ever, took care to keep a ftrKt patrole toued the Eftg- 
li(h camp all night. Oft the i 5th the Marattas Sufdars 
went to the trenches, andbegan firing again § btit.it 
was not anfwered from the Englifti Camp: loon after, 
Mr. Farmer (a gentleman who was lobe time ago at . 
your Htghneis’s court }came/fom the Englilh camp,* 
and .the fire of the Marattas immediately ceafed. The 
Marattas lent for him into the prefenre, and Mr. Farmer 
laid to them, %i We are only merchants.—-—When 1 
5 * deputes prevailed with you, Raganaut-Rowcame to 

u us 
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t% us, and demanded our prate#ion* We thought he 
M had a right to the government, and gave him our 
%affiftanctf. ■ Nothing but ill fortune attends him, arid 
** we have, been brought to this mtferabk ftare, by 
peeping him with us* Tou are mafters to keep him 
Hfrom us. We Avail henceforth adhere to the treaties. 

Aat have formerly tak«t* place be|weep uj^' 

“ .pleafed to forgiyewhat had happened •’* ^ , 


' The MfMfteranfwered, <* Riga^^Kow is one of 
u us* . What right could yon have to intetStfe In our 
‘^ concerns Witnrnm; We riobr defire ypta to give up 
u Salfette and Baffin, and What odvtr 'Countries you 
‘‘.havepolTeAed yourfelves of; as alfo chriCircars, thofe 
of the Purgunnahs of. Baroch, &c. which you have 
“ taken in Gu2zart. Adhere to the. treaty made in 

<• the time of Bajake Row, and a(k nothing dfe/*- 

Mr. Farmer heard this anfwer, and retmned to his 
camp. While this negotiation was carrying on, 15,000 
Maratta horfe were lent agamA fomc out-pods where 
tfa 1 English had intrenched and Jet 6re to 

them* putting every One ^Hey mef With 16 death. They 
ditfthfc faahoat the forth/Choiif, whe/e the EngMi 
had " fortified, 1 heard Tdl dv^ from Nana Fornize J 
whether it be true or falfe, I ipphot certaip. 5i " ‘ ‘ 



and fealed, which the Maraua Chiefs might fifl up as 
they pkafed. Schindiah told theMinifterSy that although 
they had it in their power to make any demands they 
pleafed, it would not bead viable to do it at this time, 
u For our making large demands, would only few re* 
"fentment in their hearts, and we had better demand 
only what is necefiary. Let Roganaut-ROw be with 
"us, and the treaty between us and the EngliftwiU 

“ be 
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14 be adhered to. Let SaKette and thePurgunnah in 
44 Gumrats, &c. be given back to us. Lee the Ben- 
M *g*J arhiy return back* For the ifR‘ kt us •& vtf 
44 thep, «fjt is flipped in the jmmp with BaUgee" 
44 kow; Jet the jewels mortgaged by S^gpaaut 4 tpw be 
c< reflated, and nothing demanded for them* Let all 
44 theft articles be wrote out on die paper which they 
44 have fait.’ 1 Which was accordingly done* 

41 It is lifeewHe cortditkm&f, that till this W**ty 
44 turned, figned and ftattd by theGoverabrdf ttys Coda* 
44 dl, ahd k left Committee, r under the Company*# 
ft ftal, and till Salfetce and the other tOOmncs b# 
44 given op, the nephew of Captain Stewart si# 
44 Mr. Farmer (hall rerftain m djeMarattacamp as hcHi* 

41 ages for the due performance of the articles of this 
“ treaty. The Englifli (oldiers who have ticaped with 
44 their lives, failed for three days, and are now in a mi* 
44 ferable condition. The Europeans and Sepoys hive 
w all grounded their arms,—On the rytb tbotreaty wId 
44 tent to the Maratta comp. The article! Were Written hs 
44 Perfian, Maratta, and Engldh, feaied with the Com* 
44 pany’s feal, and %ned by Mr. Camac 4«&fcve!| #&• 
44 errs. After this the MarattaSurdars fentthemV&Us 
“ik, which they needed much. The Engiifll malted * 
n out, ifarted by aooo Mtrafta farjt * but Roganautr 
44 Row, not Hiding a lucky hour, did not go to the 
« Marara camp, but will go after is o'clock tfamm* 
44 tow, Bee*** 
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(Jopy *t,» Letter fypth SICCARAM PtfNBttJ 
Prime-lMiaiftefnf Poppah Government, to' Gp* 
* ' vernot-Gener at tt & STII^GS.-^Received in Bengal 
4 .the ytkif tk^pbeiy ift/8. 

i h # ^ ^ ♦ i 

At the time'When foiw* of the Company's GMWs 
we c®j»gtd to deputes .and Chiefs 

of|this>^btmmeikt» a&uated by a whh to promote the 
md and Happinefs of mankind in general, which itsf* 
Seed by t^pfe tro»bles» yotiitetyoiB your friendly 
moisting, do «|moff die eaufes of complaint, and to 
put a flop to them*, and deputed Colonel Upton for 
this purgofe, to the prince of my matter Scritniaoft 
Row, Row Pundit Pinkham, Pifliaw S»b. 

* t * « * 

At the time of the ratifkadonof peace, I objc&edto 

^tse being no per##* ofaqkk and credit pmfent on the 
girt of the governor of tOtWh^h dw CoMol 

,# »»%<?». “ That ilwGwwmqMjBjl SMipaw C«a>- 
u egta WSs$»?f with authority over alt 
-^ and chtMbfe 
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The pacific difpofit mM thc MHatu CourCand the# 

■dm*- 

pear from the following paHageia aletterfrom the 
Governor’s friend* thel&jwof Serar. 


* •* 4 0 ** ' 


‘A. No. VII, 

\ A - 7 . 


t , * 

I formeriy ^ intimated inmy jfettefsto Calcutta, tBe 
purport jot; what tjfc P&rtaji 
That tley neither had, nor would have; toy fripfijS 
ftip or connexion with the French nation) and-ittp 
the French agent came to Poonah, fidely for the pu£? 
pofes of trade* and that out of friendlhlp to the -6&& : 
glifh they had fent him away y that I Arnold therefore 
write to the Nabob Amand-ul-Dowia r (meaning the 
Governor General ) to be pcffe&ly fatisfied with 're* 
to them, they being ftcadjf tb their engagemenri^ 



I l > 


The Out Lines of the Rohilla 

War. 

T HE extenfive ricfi provinces called Rohil-cund, in¬ 
habited by a naron-diftinguiJliccl under the appella¬ 
tion of the RohilE’s, is placed, for the most pa, t in chat 
beautiful and fertile lire whi h ex-en >,between the two 
great rivers, Ganges and Jumna, from the boundary 
of Corah to the confines of Agra and. Delhi; n occu¬ 
pies a large dillrid of country on t Nh - , ih fi of the 
Ganges, reaching Eallward to die dio^inas of Oude, 
and to uninhabited mountains Norihward , and it nof- 
fes the Jumna between Agra and Dedii, The reve¬ 
nues, without oppreflion, exceeded two Crons of 
Rupees annually, ^two millions English; and then mi¬ 
litary eftablifhment of cavalry atfd infantry, were about 
eighty tholdand ; a biave warlike riue. The body 
of the people were compsfcd o^H-ndobs, of a llature, 
complexion, conllitution, and chipofuion, infinitely 
lupetior to thofe of the kfiver cortftirUt $ bu: fhe fa'.c 
Of war procured to a . let of martial IVtai} Mahurne- 
dans/an abfolute dominion under the denomination 
of Chiefs or Rajahs, As thev were numerous, fing’e 
chiefchips were not powerful, but bnited as branches 
fprouting from the lame flock, and in a common caufe, 
they were always deemed jormidable. ^ 

> 

Thefe people lived on good terms wiph, ind bore 
loyal attachment ti^the Emperor of J|iadoft*m 4 The 
proximity of their Southern provinces* expofed them 
often to the ravages and “depredatory incurfions of the 

Maritas. 



Marat tas. To thefe deprclittUSh^' ifeiy iff tM* 

fortunes be afcribed, which furnifbed a pretext to ih« 
afpiring ambition and rcftlefs impewfity of Sujah ul 
Dowla, the Vizier of the Empire, and Nabob of Oudc, 
to ufurp the dominion of a county ,whole wealth, 
00 ^^ wouw fcrve ending hep* 

to;tip fafiSSal Throne of^ 
. fitted rtfjfeJp&dla Ch iefs, 
enter into ah alliance with them, and to aflift again ft 
the Marrattas, as a common enemy \ but as they were 
to reap the chief benefit, it was proper that a fubfily 
fhoiiid be paid for the fervices which his troops were to 
periorm on remote expeditions. - He had, previous 
to this meafure, capfcd Mahomed Kouli Khan, the 
Nabob of Iiliabad and Corah) to be balely aflafllnated 
when at his religious devotion, and then he ulurped the 
dominion of his country, and thus brought his own 
provinces dole home to thefe Rohiila provinces, which 





■a rcfpite in the complete payment of 

found to have any equitable claim o, JJ f 

inftallments, and ."A »«* 

Fort m - lo foe meafure of ’ 

were iciulcd, t» , . = ( n Jc\nc firru upon condition 

payiBg tte who e or g n^l J n, ^ ^ 

the treaty, had lett then i amines. 

This was the indentical ob,cftol the V i*-' u 1 * P 0 ^* ] * 

- *'•» - <~*s£ KC K2B 

and brutality, to iu^ [0 ftimulate and ex- 

not obl5.ua then operanoj, ^ ^ rf « 
imagining, ^ 1 U Ro hiUa Chiefs, would 

SlSB Sf A <« »t“ ““■» "* 

mination. 

m«»«. ” 

Halting* and his Uuncd,"»Jg ft ° h admifli(l ration 
Circuit to fettle commercial and 

w f the Dewannec, and o[ twaul aftd J}|- 

■uue concerns in the province* of Bengal MB*, 



bar, and with Sujah-ul-Dowla, about the middle of the 
year 1773. A rupture, artfully contrived, fe paraded 
the Members of Circuit on the day of their departure 
from Calcutta, and it fell to the pre-concerted lot of 
Mr. Raftings to nine the inftrument, correct the 
mufical meafures, and harmonize the difeordant fa* 
cullies of the Vizier Snjah-ubDowlaj The Go* 
vernor repaired to Benaras, the field of a&ion, char¬ 
ged with diferettanary powers in relation to matters of 
trade, and adjuftir.ent of the fubfidy. There were fe* 
veral Members of Council, Sir Robert Barker the 
Commander in Chief of the army, and feveral fenior 
fervants of the Company, eitlner by appointment, or in 
Alice, at that, time, in Benaras. * But ftcret deeds 
diflike the light; and upon the principles of the 
negotiation between the Governor and the Vizier, it 
would have been impolitic and dangerous in the ex¬ 
treme, to have had afliliunts or wknefies. Sir Robert 
Barker, relen'ed the indignity offered to his military 
and civil fta’bns in the Company's fervice, and as a 
man of probity, who fet a proper value on the faith 
and honor of his nation, reprobated the treaty, as un¬ 
juft, and diilionourable, which appears upon the public 
minutes of Council after their return to Calcutta, 
The prefence and names of thefe gentlemen were onJjf 6 
made ufe of, to witnefs the execution, and interchange¬ 
able delivery of the public articles of the treaty, upon, 
the 18th September 1773, There were others of 5 | 
much moie intricate nature, not proper to be promul¬ 
gated, referved for the influence which the Governor’s 
return, and improved condition, to the prcftdency, 
could only bring to bear by his real prefence in Coun¬ 
cil* the aft of Council being found indifpenfible to 
give it efficacy* 
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By tins fnbhc treaty, the Vizier was to be mveiled, 
(and immediately to poflfcfs, as ah efhte in perpetuity,) 
with the Emperor’s rights ro theprovintesof Illiabad and 
Corah, which had been folemnlyfecured to him by feve- 
ral facred treaties in 1765, and ratified by the Company 
openly, and impliedly by the nation •, for this bold com* 
cefilon, he was to give the Company forty lacks of Ru- 
pees,asaconfideranon fora perpetual revenucof 45 lacks, 
under a wife adminiftration; and the tribute of zb 
Lacks to the Emperor# from the Nabobfhip of Bengal, 
was, by thefe two Contra&ors, declared to have been 
forfeited from the 48th February 177a, except two 
fums which the Vizier, and Nudp^'Cawnfa colleague 
on this occafion) pretended to chu u as a private debt 
from the King to them, .both amounting to f\ 92,800 
(Krling. 

The tirft part of the fecret treaty which tranfpired, 
eonfofedly, cautioufiv, and by piece-meal, feveral 
months thereafter, contained the barbaious and block¬ 
ing tragedy, which a Britilb Commander in Chief, ard 
an army officered by Bririlh fubje&s, and paid by tie 
Bririlh Eafi India Company, were made to ad, in maf- 
fncring and exterminating a whole naiion# diftinguifhed 
in »Hindofttn for many fuperior qualifications, and 
putting Sujabul-Rcwla in the full pofleflion of their 
country, he paying the Company for the inhuman ufe 
of thefe mercenaries, the paukry pittance, (in propor¬ 
tion to the annual revenue, and of the plunder) or 50 
larks of Rupees, ( as a balfam to their wounded con- 
fcieucies) by four annual inlUllmems. 

It is not.very confident, with human ideas co con- 
01 ;iv( far lei's to believe implicitly, that Mr, Haftfnga 

Id have formed fo firm and ini'uperablc aa attach¬ 
ment, 
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mcnt, cr perfonai frie&djbip for a prince wbofe charac¬ 
ter was umvesMJy obaoxious, a perfect itranger to him, 
and who had received into his bofom (joined with them 
as the Company’s enemies) thofc perils who, not long 
before, had inhumanly and psrrfkhoufly butchered in 
cold blood* his own colleagues and molt intimate 
friends and companions, the members of the Council 
of Pama, and others; his fecrct motives or gratifica¬ 
tions are fubjeSs of lyfpscion, but they are obfeured 
beyond tha reach of legal proof. Every virtue that can 
dignify humanity, were the Wan ton offerings to gratify the 
ambition and fanguin -ry * hirftof the molt favagt of hi$ fpe- 
cies.§ He engaged deliberately in an unnatural, tin* 

provoked, 


§ That Sujah-ul-Dotvla Ihould have protect! befriended 
Coffim Alii Cawn and Sombro, the murderers of Mdlb* Hay, 
Ellis Chambers, feV. wilt not be a matter of lurprize, after the 
limple relation of the two following anecdotes, out of a hundred 

more.——Captain H-r, who was in the Company's fervice, 

and aim m the Vizier's, had a boat with fome merchandize, 
flopped by the Revenue Officers, for want of the proper permit. 
Without fufpeding any tragical confequence, he mentioned it to 
the Vizier.——He was awaked at middle-night, and the head ot 
the Photizdar, (chief Magtdratc) of the diOri/l, profentpd to 

him in a bafket, h cifcumilance which Blocked Captain H- v 

to that degree, that he fcarce recovered his fpirih whuc in India. 

Colonel G—d, hunting one day in Rohtlemid, foot© vil¬ 
lager! whole hogs were killed by the dogs, threw a Rick at one 
or the doge.—-The Colonel came to Sir R. B—«r's tent, 
where the Vizier was at breakfaB, and accidently mentioned 
the trifling circumflance. The Vizier whifpered to one of his 
attendants, and before the breakfaft was over, the attendant re¬ 
turned and informed the Vizier, that the village was dtflroyed, 
and man, woman, and child* put to the fword. 
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provoked, cruel war, to deftroy an unoffending, intiu • 
ffrons people, to whom the fame mercenary arms had 
yielded fuccour, and friendly relief the preceding year. 
He facrificed the ftcrcd inherent rights of ^he Empe¬ 
ror, to raife the Emperor’s own fervant and lubjt cl, by 
an a& of open rebellion and high treafon. He vio¬ 
lated the; foie mu treaties, upon which all the claims to 
trade, and the territorial revenues, accorded toihe Com¬ 
pany and nation, are founded and cftabiifhed, to the 
fame unwarrantable purpofes. He withdrew the tri¬ 
bute, which conllituted the foie legal and political 
confjderation for the Company’s pretenlions to the De- 
wannee, ami the rights of the Britifh nation, without 
consulting with his conflimctv , or his council, and a- 
gainlt a ratified treaty, and ceded the Emperor’s own 
provinces of Illiabad and’Corab, to the Emperor’s own 
mini Her, a mere temporary officer, removeable at his 
pleafure.——He, even, with an alfuranee and in¬ 
decency, karce to be equalled, avows, that the un¬ 
authorized treaty of Benares, and the lecrer conditions, 
which were only known to the two negocbiturs, and 
not even committed to paper, were, to ail intents and 
purpofes, binding and ooligarory on the Company*, 
and in particular, he afferted, that the general tenor of 
th'* treaty, implied a politive obligation on the Com¬ 
pany, to fecure the Mu fund to Sujah-ul-Dowla and his 
jojlcrity, in the undifturbed pofftffion of the Nabobfhip 
of Oude, together with the countries ufurped by the 
facrilegious murd-r of Mahomed Kouli Khan, and the 
ttcaty of Benarasi although in the fame bteath he ac¬ 
knowledges, that at the time of nuking the concef- 
fions he had declared to the Vizier, That he ‘ivas ac¬ 
ting and teaming to m&fures againfi the p^emptmy 

orders of bis juperiors, -All thefe are conceptions and 

coacefiions, of lb extravagant and prepofteruis a na¬ 
ture, 
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turej fo foreign to the utmofl extenfion of the Com* 
panys* power, amt fo (himeful and inglorious to the 
Bntilh nation, that the iniquitous and inhuman pur* 
poles exprcfTed in them, are fufHcienr, in the eye of 
reaibn, as well a 3 law, to declare the who!'* null artd 
void from the beginning; and that nothing Ids, than 
the vilclt proflicurion of trull could have produced 
iu. h a treaty, or dared 10 avow fo ablurdand impudent 
a conltruclion upon it. 


Mr. Haftinss contrived, to bring the majority of hit 
Cni;nr:i, to approve fhr -public treaty; and his fubfiquenc 
equivocation-* and iophilby in Council, concerning the 
jr.'-f 1 comf'tions il'pulated between the Vizier and him* 
1 l!', in relation to the conqueft of the Rohilla pro* 
vinccs demon ft rated beyond a doubt, that he thought 
them of a texture and complexion, not proper for pub¬ 


lic riiiqudmon_ 

tojlider,items r*>r 
dillinfily implied 
the Viriri’s Court, 


~ \ his allegation, as well as private 
tin- hicriBvis in quell ion, are pietrv 
in the appointment of a Refidcnr ar 
where none had before been deemed 


nvetffiu/, upon Ms own i pedal motion, claiming, 
iurhoritativd;,, an m«hqvndent right to appoint 
and recall the piopuioj Refhlent, of his own free 
will and nicie motion; that liich Refident (hall b< 


confide red as h : s ( the Governor's ) private agent 

and correlpond mdy with him.— - Mr. Haftings'a 

;i inures and report upon the occafion, are to the 
H'lMwing pnipofe, and nearly literal, “That it was 
u hij trucnisG'i to convince the Vizier , that in bis<mtns% 
u •;< ith the Company, the immediate dependence was upon 
4i the Governor a tone, and to eftublijh a dir eld wr<jpon~ 
“ it»ee % between him and wyjfij , Without any mtetven * 

u tien” -Could Mr. Hamngs have adopted a liner 

maxim or language, or averted a Wronger line of in* 

flucncc 



fiueoee, && obtain an Afiatic fwmmjwrtcftK - r 
Hs then propofed, 14 To a^w^i * for tfanf* 
« a&ing fuci matters of corisfpondence and com* 
“ mumcation with the Vizier, # be, (tfoGwerm) 
«Jhtl think proper to entr^htohis, management \ 
♦Mfld he offers i ujfatkfc as ids opinion, that if the 
ft Board (bail eatnill him with thsfok nminatm of Wi 
** a Relidenr, and die power of ntaUmghm whenever he 
•• pkijesyit may he attended with good eff(3i % hut net other• 
« wife ”—'What conftiu&ion can be put on foch decla¬ 
rations, recorded on the Compass’ own proceedings, 
but that the refult of the viflt to Sujah-ul-Dowla, b id 
placed theauthor, beyond the reach a.4;power of his 
employers ?—The confidential infti unions to the RdU 
ihmtjindth^cofrefpondeocewith him and Colonel Cham¬ 
pion, corroborate thefe furmifes in pretty dire& terms. 
By the infttu&ions to Mr, Middleton, the Refid* j nt, he 
exprcfsly “ forbids any European, whether Englifh or 
**not, civil or military, in or out of the Company*’ 
a* fcrvice, on any pretext, to vifit the Vizier, or the Ra- 
*< jah Cheyt Sing, but particularly the Vizter * not even 
«the European Officersin the Vizier’s own ferviee, ex* 
« cept the Commander in Chief ”—M Mr. Hay¬ 
ings obtained for the Rajah Cheyt*Sing, the Zemindiry 
of the Province sof Bcnaras Ghaztpore, tec* and to bis 
fe/hfity* for za£ laehiaf Roped yearly rent,it may be 
fiippeied, that the Ion atwt heir of the rich Rajah Bui- 
wint Sing, was alto V£ry libtral to his friend and 
bet^S^! and th«maw«r 10 Eu¬ 
ropean vifitm, v was w of 

*Jent pohey^-—Mn fiiftings 4»*i»g; written. « 
private fetor to Sojah#t)Owi*i without any wimu* 
mauon, as dual, through the Refidebt v die jeidoofy. 


OrthetearlofMr. 


anSfhocbl- 
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temHV of the flight and diffidence which it implied, 1ft 
a letter to Mr.Haftinge, dated the 4th June, 1774, 
wherein he fays, 44 that having exprefled his uneafi- 
M rwrfs to the Vizier, he was told by him, that it ms 
« miy a private complimentary leiter”—And Colonel 
Champion, in a private letter to the Governor, before 
their quarrel, dated 30th May, 1774, ufts tbefe very 
fiifpicious and deep-meaning exprefifons. 

“ Dear Sir, 

u In con leq nence of what palled between us at 
44 parting, 1 have mentioned Colonel Upron's claim to 
44 the Nabob,'.md requeued he would be kind enough 
44 to di(charge :t. His Etoduttg vjjs very coneife in Mi 
“ reply , that be bad*fettled all money matters mtb Mr* 
44 Haftings” 

What can be inferred from this, but that Mr. Haft* 
ings, had undertook to (hut up all private claims and 
applications. And the reiterated ftienuous endeavours, 
of Mr. Haftings, by uncommon application, and indi- 
tt€k infmuauoas, to prevail on Colonel Champion to di£ 
mifs from his fervice as Banyan, the very faithful and 
intelligent Collychurn, while upon the expedition, be* 
trays a dread of his difeovering, in the courfe of bull* 
nefc, and negotiations with the army, and at Luck* 
now, the fecrct fprings which led to the treaty of 
Benaras. A Mr., Hall, whole addrtfs and 
management had procured him, a general intercourfe 
with the natives of condition, in and about the Viaic^c 
court, and metropolis, having come down to Calcutta 
flamewbat involved, and finding no method 10 get ex¬ 
tricated, bethought him of communicating the out¬ 
lines of certain pieces of private knowledge, to a con¬ 
fidential friend of Mr» H . j declaring that in 

f his 



jits wefept diflte&,if hewas not relieved, ‘he rauft be 
Under thenfeeffity of laying hUmmd open to General 
CJbyerin^;; It hid the inundcd e^^i his debiswere 
forthwith paid, feot Mr. H»ii ,pifa!y laid* that he muft 
hftvc future fubfifteqee, and tuorc money for immedi¬ 
ate ufe;—he received an order on CoflitnbaMf for 
fopply, and an appointment at Fpttigur, upon 
exp refs condition of going in ft and y, and remaining 
there* to execute it m perion. 


Colonel Champion was appointed, to the command of 
the. Company’s troops, on an expedition, near 1500 
piles by water conveyance up the country, againft the 
Robifta , *s with peremptory orders o l»e dire&ed in 
aHWs motions and anions by the Vizier, Suja-ul- 
Dowla, whofe commands he was implicitly to obey on 
all oc afions. The Colonel put himfelf accordingly, 
u the head of he army, and took the field, under the 
aplolute command or a prince, whofe objeft was fa- 
vagebarbarifni and inhumanity, and who wanted man¬ 
ly epurage to. hazard, either his own perion, his army, 
or ewn hu? artillery in action, to fecure the iuccefs of 


4 V‘t he wa* fo folidtqufly ambitious to obtain. "— - » 
Che fatal battle was fought, upon the 23d day of April, 


av s ^J.ai|icii‘«A.ouj?.arUtyiyuwu, WlUKHCW, 

vtith ftis army* artillery, and baggage* 10 a diftancc of 
fever 4 «u<e> from the fiejd of action;—-Nay, he 
positively j-efuied tu.the application of Colonel dum* 
$pf!» a ;p*r$ ,of his cavalry in .order to attack, the 
enemy a| a certain quarter* to which the numbers of 
;he Company^, troops could not extend without imm&» 
pd^ dytger ^ to the. whdeymd he alio pointedly re- 


i|pfve in 
ISnother 



another very tseceflary quarter, Thefe refuials, clBfcd 
uaeafy fufpicio^ in ColoitelChampion’s mind, of foul 
iteichcrv on the part of the Vizier, in cafe the fotcefc 
qf the aiv favoured the Rohillas, which would place 
the vanquifhed army between a victorious enemy, and a 
treacherous friend. Such an idea might not be wanted 
to animate the Brieifc General, but it rftight have puffed 
him to a determined refolution, to conquer, or fall— 
Tfe Company^ brave General arid their troops, unaf- 
fifted, gained a dr ci five, but in truth a difgfacefof, vic¬ 
tory, Their artillery were fo judiciouily flattened and 
pointed, that to the immortal honor of the brave Ka¬ 
milas, it was 4 aiferced, they left-4600 men lying dead 
upon the field, before they retreated. * " 

• 

The furviving Chiefs, (urrendfereid at diferetion to 
the viflorious army, and were delivered into the hands 
of Sujuh«ul*Dowla, except Fyzulla Cawn, who fled to 
the mountainous part of his country, hy Whl h means 
he was able to ttipulate conditions, yielding up his 
camp and towns as plunder to the Vizier, but he could 
nor, notwithftandmg, obtain fuch other terms, as were 
confident with either policy or humanity.—The other 
Chiefs were forced, together with their families, to ferb- 
mit to the moft disgraceful imprisonment, and the mo# 
mortifying and humiliating treatment; their Zenanas, 
which are facred fendoa'rics in India, even again# die 
violences and outrages of fevages, were plundered, and 
the wives, daughters, and fmers of princes were Vio¬ 
lated and abufed. Children under puberty were facrl 
ficcd to the loft of an old diftempered debauchee. Sotffe 
flocking circum&tnces hare been ailefefd.—•-**The 
plunder received into the pofftfiion or the Vizier, 
has been eftimated at a crore and a half of Rupees, or 
i ,500,00/;, Ikrling; and yet to this hour, or the be- 
v iz ginning 
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gmffffiig of the current y< 178b, ao lacks 605608 
Rupees, part of the fobfidy due for thi| conqueft, 
yet owing co the Company, befides ten Lacks promifed 
as a donation to the army, in lieu of the plunder, which 
he bad treafured to his own ufe. 

Irisconjedured, that about 500 thoufand induffrious 
hufoandmen and arrifls, who were alfo, for the moft 
part, able warriors, together with their families, were 
deliberately driven, openly, over the Jumna, to re¬ 
ceive an alylum from their late enemies and plunderers, 
the. Marrattas,-Fyzulla Cawn #a*s obliged to con¬ 

dition, that he (hould not entertain more than 5000 
perfons under his dominion.—The 1; rer end of 1777, 
under the vague pretence that Fyzclla's country was 
flourilhing, and becoming more populous than was 
ftipulated by treaty, Mr. Middleton, as rhe 
Company’s Refident at Luc&now, in concert 
with hb friends and protedors at the prefideney, with¬ 
out any notification to the Supreme Board, or alking 
their confcnt, undertook to delegate Mr. Daniel Har¬ 
well, as an ambaffador to the quiet, timid, Fyzulla 
Cawn, who, wrapt up in his garment of innocence, luf- 
peded nothing le(s than a charge, of violating the corn- 
pad, or the prefence of an European ambaffador, to 
adjuft the imaginary violation. It is faid, that although 
the allegation appeared to have been without founda¬ 
tion, the minifter found thfc means of procuring, by 
way of cfcort back to Lucknow, feveral Elephants and 
Camels, loaded with eight to ten Lacks of Rupees in 
fpecie. Tlie minute of Mr. Frjfocis, upon the occa* 
cafton of the Governor General's motion, to approve 
the proceedings, as expedient, on the 9th March 1778, 
is worthy of the (pace it occupies upon record. 


He. 
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He, (Mr. French,} calls it, “ One of the 
44 pieces: of management he met with in India. Mr, 
*' Daniel fiarwdl quits his ftatioo at Benaras without 
“ leave* and goes to Lucknow without leave* Mr, Mid* 
dlrton inilantly difeovers, that Fyzulla Cawn is car* 
41 rying on iottic ckfign prejudicial to the intcrcft of the 
** Nabob, and that the Nabob gives caufe for fuch de- 
“ figns, by hte treatment of his fabje&s* at the fame 
<e time* that nodiingis more notorious, than that the Na* 
“ bob* has no more power in his own country* than he 
“ (Mr. Francis) has. To put a flop to chefe effe&s, 
44 which mutual jcaloufies muft produce* a treaty muft 
“ be made* the gujrantce of the Company muft be 
° given, and Mr. Daniel Baiwcll finds himfclf very op* 
u poitanely, atLuckhow, ready to execute the com* 
44 miffion." fh' t / 

The Rohilla Provinces are now a bairen wafte, and 
almoft totally deterted by their remaining inhabitant*. 
The Chiefs, or their children, are continued m the mofl 
miferable ftate of confinement, deprived of the com* 
mon necefiancs of life. As the proceedings of the 
Supreme Council in Calcutta, in 1775 and 4776* are 
printed, many of the particulars will appear in them, 
and in the letters of Colonel Champion, and othfcr pa¬ 
pers having relation to that barbarous meafure* The 
remarkcr, having only his memory to recur to, is left 
perk# in the detail than he would wife to be, be* 
caufe the annals of that hifiory require public invefti- 
gation, by the nation whole arms fiamed its fame and 
glory with indelible impreifions* which cry aloud for 
juftice, reparation, and exemplary pumihment. 

JSJfW'ative 
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Narrative of Proceedings intne Ordoaa.ce 
Department, and in the Office of 
,. Military Score-keeper; ' 

r * ‘ V -V 

A N accurate enquiry into the application of military 
iiores, will bring peculations of magnitudeinto pub¬ 
lic vkw, either committed by dire£l authority, or Un¬ 
der a coilufion of high authority, which is the more 
dangerous in its cunkqucsces, by being leis fufpe&ed. 
Military tores comprehend fo lar •: .a portion of the 
Company's capital, that the Dire Lars have long la¬ 
boured to develops froni the .cloud of intricacies which 
obfturedtrom their knowledge, the real value, as well 
as the reguiar expenditure and application thereof. 
To this judicious end, they pointedly inftrufted and 
enjoined their prefidendes in India, and particukriy 
in their ieverai general letters to Bengal, under dates, 
*7?h June, 1748, paragraphs 3 to 17 iaclufivc, 7th 
April, 1773, paragraph 4 and 5, and 7th January, 
♦7/+* paragraph 9. By tbde letters, the Company 
lolemnly created the oftenfibte department of military 
$im keeper, on the abolition of, and to fupercede the 
office of gunner and gm»mm crew: the office to be 
executed by a covenanted fervant,* who was io receive 
from the gunner, and to retd* 'in future in Ms aftml 
popffieu and charge, and under bis fpecial tm (tending 
accountable out of his own private efface for all de¬ 
ficiencies) all the ordnance, carriage^ arms, powder, 
rhot, fliciis, tools, inftmrocncs, Ilores, and habiliments 

of 


V, TH Uuutatiou to a afvnenttJ frrvant was ckatfy Jtfkfit to 
preclude military officers from that tru0. 
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of "war whatsoever; to have charge of the gHibrmti, find 
different mttgmin^ and places where tmlita.y jlom went 
nr Jhould ht deputed ; mth a {pedal and peremptory ia+ 
junction as to tbemie if’ keeping the fiveral Ms and at* 
comps of bis office, as mil with nfpeS to the receipts, and 
ijfuesef all fores, having relation in eSsif degree, to the per* 
vice of war j whether at the prefidcncy, or fuhordmte fit * 
fitments, or on JhipUard, transmitting copies 1 annually 
with ertpiahatdfy observations* to the Court of Ditto* 
tors * and requiring obedience from him to the co#* 
inarids of the Governor and Council, who, only, fhoufct 
have authority to order the receipt and delivery of ftorefc* 
after the quality f had been certified by the Major atfll 
next officer of artillery, Ordaining alio, as a taoehof 
the Store-keeper's duty, that he.take care to prevent the 
ftorea receiving avoidable damage* and to keep them 
from time to time in repair; that {lores appropriated 
occasionally for immediate expenditure, (hall, only* be 
delivered to the fepmte charge and cufrody of die 
Direflor of the Labrotary (now denominated Cmwtffaty 
of fores.) And that all applications for Supplies, iffues, 
and payments, (hall pafs through the military Store¬ 
keeper, to the Governor and Council, for then war¬ 
rant to accomplilh it. 

To the fame ends, and in proper obedience to the 
commands of the Court of Dire&ors, it, appears by a 
letter upon record, from Claud Ruffel, Efy; military 
Store-keeper to the comroiflary of (lores on tftc afiith 
July; 1768, that from a firm belief of abufes committed 

" ‘ ‘ 1 1 - * # * 


| The quality and not the fumtity on aoUkatim, it alone to tie 
certified, mil confirms the check intended to be Invariably pre¬ 
faced, over the military interfering in a line, meant td'bc eivih 
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in the magazines by the embezzlemeitt of ftor«$, it was 
neccffary to com pell a ft rid obferv«nceof the $ablifhed 
regulation of the military Store-kaprf’s office, which 
regulations were for ftmilar good purpofea, and like* 
wile to preferve the conftitimonal authority, (uper-in¬ 
tendency, and cffcotial check of the Storekeeper (on 
the a4th January, and 10th February, 1774,) claimed 
and exercifed by the Honourable Charles Stewart, tfte 
then military Store-keeper, in letters to the board of 
infpedion •, and effectually eftablifhed, by a refolutio.n 
of, and notice from the Board, to Mr. Stewart of tbt 
latter date; which he accordingly communicated offi¬ 
cially, to the commiffary of ftores, on the 17th of the 
fame month. 

By a ftudied violation of thefe wife falutary, and po- 
fitive inftitutions, it may be made to appear, that bores, 
to a very confiderablc amount, have been deficient, and 
commanded to be wrote off, the expenditure of which 
doth not appear in any tecord, or any formal enquiry 
into the caufcs.f That the department created by the 
Court of Directors, to controul iffues and difourfe- 
ments, and to be refponlible for flares depofited, i?, 
in effefty abolifhed, apparently for the purpofe of abufe 
in all fenfes, and by all means, with impunity.§ The 
oftonfible office of jtotc-keeper, is rendered ineffectual^ 


f Sea the Store-keeper's letter of (Mober 1778, concerning 
urtouch-boxes, &c. and the deficiencies on the lurveyin 1779, 
abftracted in levcral minutes and letters in this narrative. 


* 

§ See the Governor General's minutes abftraeted throughout 
this narrrivc,' particularly in October 1778, i$th February, 8th 

B , and 19th Auguft, 1779; and Coionei Watfon 1 * of the jUr 
i»ry 1780, 



#hd by the held* ad5toini&«ifojj, 

while tk4k fcuk^ts, iffees, and 

plicaiioM, is vcftcd in the prfcni Who* in the very 
terms of tfe caofcftdated charge, ought not to have 
k.* i : The'StO^:%s^ f lir mmntedwtitfjnrtmt*) 
having, oeitter the power bf «re«i% det^tfds for 

t^*t *Hcn i(^#-'Wbetww* 
the timni&fy;viti *hbm fartitSqft hm vtmA the 
accnihol^ed potet before mc^ioiSd, by holding Ab 
the fend r^nk Wi la. the ^ arxlUcry ; 

however frit, and uncaeeptionshle his eonai^ npd 
cbmder mp.rjvsitc poileflis h ihlfpublklnifa^ 

the inoompaubk ptivilegeotmdulfmcc, 
wants, indenting? rat fuppife fariiifluag 
then|;snd th^r expenditure,^ hefeljts toexergi* Ac 
eompiicstcd VJ$icur? idpraptxly^.; ^ 
deooniinstioqppr ana.dje : fceping/,& 

perpler “ " -— 

tors, 




A 


•■ $ee abAra&s vf the GowoorV or* $h* ■.;•«• , 

October 1778, *tth February, 8th July, and ijth July, 1779, 
and thofcof ftfr*Ffr£risi ana Mr. Whafcr amply. ( { 

> ‘ ’ - /* ° fV ' N-* *- W»*4* “ ,\t'\i >. .1 t s M ' . o*j to- 

* ' v * V v i.. J t 7 ,*v» 

f The application of the word/*^^, has beenjufHficd on 
many occauoni. Chetofhncemay ferve to judge of others by# 
FKnts ate rated tnthe ^tore-Vetper , s agency at TO per thoo&nd, 
and he had abundance ready to depoSt when wanted* Colonel 
Gwen, the .Cemiffaty wa*«mrthel$ contracted With, and 
he %$4ted then) «id ffore, at t$e advance price ofiiofopes 
per thoinarfd.' ' J “ * 1 " 

| $fc,*b%*fo,£iW» Mr« foaoar and Ms, Whtfer’ft motes, 
•f ttjWFi tpthAugdil t 779 | 
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«fi 4 difguife jte6c«pcfes* § The, ^re-ic^eper wai 
ordered to defift from keeping books, in hh office, 
which conllituted an efifcntkl branch of the check over 
receipts and expenditures, and atlafthe„was Gripped 
pf the onjy remaining, and equally ellential controul, 
which a joint lock and key with the Cornmiffary, gave 
fem over the floret Politic orders, and pointed in- 
ftru&ions were infrared, and difobeyed with con- 
tempt, and the contempt attempted tp be juftified upon 
the Companys* own record.^ In-direft menaces, and 
irtfinnations of difmiffion, were uttered in terrorem, to 

g event the faithful difcjiarge of' public duty, and ob- 
Udlion to favorite, but deftnj$^b meafures.J Arms 
fit for Aftud f<trvict t and others reparable , were lent out 
offtore (at a period of danger, and when the arfenal 
'wi Very incomplete) as totally mftrviceabk , without 
foryey, or the authority of the commuting Board, and 
without the knowledge or concurrence of the military 
Stote-keepcr.J Serviceable arms were in like manner 
converted into ftip*s kentledge, and rendered for ever 
nnfemcttbk, § 

Thefe 


$ See Company**.records, Board of Ordnance obifemtioni 
by the Secretary on the furvey, and the Store-keeper's expla¬ 
nation*. 

* See the fubfequent abftra&s in this narrative. 

f See abftrafts from minutes in this narrative. 

t See the abftn&s of minutes by Mr. Hillings, the 8th Julyi 
19th AuguH, and September, 1779, in the fubfequent 
narrative. 

$ See abilrad from Mr, Livius letter, 27th November, 1779* 

y Seethe letters of Mr, Secretary Auriol, Mr, Livins, end 
Mr. Petrie. 
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Thefe cenfurts, being of a ferious nature, all for 
4bfte evidence to ftct»readegreeoffuth,if oatactWW* 
ins to the vrry' ttrifl tetter add pra&ice ofthe courts 
of law in aU cafes, at lead Weartyattiple con vision » 
the mind* of the public. ’ With this view.howeycr 
tedious it tnayproveinthe recital, the only doftrine 
propofed, Will be abftrafltd &om the Companys’ttwn 
records, Which will at the fame time ftrveas a condfe 
narrate* of the ftrttrtge proceedings, on a fubjeft lb 
materially iimpotUnc to the EngKQ) Eaft India Com¬ 
ply- ..... ' . 

The general - letters recited at the beginning of rids 
enquiry, (1748,1773, and 1774;) Ihew the principles 
on which the military’ Stole-keeper’s department ws( 
conftituted, diftinguKh the official duty and rtfpon- 
Ability of the officer - , direct the mode of keepingth* 
books and accompts of his office, andspply injunffiptHl 
concerning tsf artbk and irripareite litres, 

, ' S 1 1 a/ 

By a regulation of the Board of Ordnance, the ifk 
June, 1775, to prevent inconveniencea and impedi¬ 
ment* in the mjm of daily Jlores, the charge and re* 
fponfibility of fuch, as the Cmmffaryjbwifindent fa 
and receive from the Store-keeftr for the ufe of the G&tmf* 
far/s office, {hall be vetted in the C^ffiffliflkry * 
being accountable to the Store-keeper, for the *p* 
plication and expenditure of them.* 

In the proceedings of the Board of lnfpe^Hon, on 
the 25th September, 6th November, and 19th Decern* 

g 2 bet 


* See the proceeding! previous to this reflation is 174$, 
im* «*d *7M* 
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btr, 1 777, See it appear*, tfua upon Mr. tfaftw^’s too- 
tion» the oilers of the Court of Directors, in relation 
to the military $tprc-keeper , s office and duty, are 
annulled, without a plea or propriety or expediency to 
jgftjfy the roeafurei. He is particularly commanded 
to, defift from keeping a journal and ledger. The 
Stone-keeper having, in difeharge of duty, ufed the 
freedom to make judicious reprefentations wjfh de¬ 
ference and delicacy on the a8tn November, tf<f fub- 
jeft thereof was referred on the 9th ’December, tb the 
Accomptant General for his opinion. 

On the %z d Januvy following, lAe Accomptant Ge¬ 
nera) reported in fupportof the Store-keeper 1 s reafoning, 
the impropriety and inexpediency of unneccjfary difo- 
hedience, influenced the majority to yield, upon this 
occasion, to the arguments of the minority, and the 
Store-keeper was permitted to refume the ufe of a 
journal and leiger in his office. The Board again 
referred to the accomptant General for a more perfeft 
form of keeping the books of the Ordinance and Store¬ 
keeper's offices, in greater conformity with e >cH other, 
by haw# the 4 feme denomitution to the principal ac- 
COflppts. 

©Sober 1778. The military Store-keeper, as a 
member of the Board of Ordnance, entered a minute 
and motion, concerning dtficienccs Unaccounted for t 
and pofjnvely refufirlg, without an o der of council, to 
coifply with the refolotion of due &>ard, ty writing eft, 
i9$ if expend d on ftrvice, 3500 carfouch befees, and di¬ 
vers other articles, fati to be loft or deficient, which 
eouid not bo made appear to have been expended ; 
reprefenting the ioofe and imperfeft date of the Score- 
houfes and ftores, without check or Cohtroul; and 

therefore 
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therefore, fodder to obvii* all ftture deficiencies, in? 
corre&rit&fo, and difficulties, he moved, fm a forvef 
of all (lores, how m be made, iii hitter to cor- 
red the boob with tht goods aduaity ekHfing, and ba* 
knee the deficient accounts by opening another ac¬ 
count under the denomination of profit and toft, with 
the content, and by the exprels authority 1 of the Go¬ 
vernor and Council 1 and’in order that ih future the 
Store^ceeper lhali pas in Europe) be refponftblc for all 
cffe$:s committed to his charge. 

Proceedings of the Board tf Irifpe&ion, 17 th De- 
cmj>er 1778,* with the AcCbcrtptfflt GeneraPs plan for 
keeping the accounts of tte mlfitaif Stoitikeeper j and 
the proceedings of the Board of Ordnance. The Board 
ordered a fnrvey in terms of the ^ore-keepers motion 
on the October ii the Bdard bf Ordnance, to be 
completed on the 30th dayof Afril following: and 
that the books of the fubordinace departments be cor¬ 
rected and adjufted in conformity to the (lores which 
(hall a£luallv be then afeertained in ftorc. And that a 
like annual fitrvery (hall be made on the 30th of April. 
Upon this occafton Mr* Halting*, in an elaborate mi¬ 
nute, difedters hisVieWs, a partiality to the Com mif¬ 
fary of {lores, and inclination to fuppreft the*contreul 
of the military i Store*keeper, and he committed this 
fingular declaration upon record, thus, U I am myfef left 
u filkitm doui tk hooks a/ the military Store-kteper, 
u as they are taw either totally ttfekfs , or ufefttl only as 
** checks m the receipts M ijfuts if the Cmmffdry of 
“Jtem* It Merits peculiar attention, that the COm- 
miliary over whom this 44 totally ufelefs check” is ae* 
knQWkdged ep be held, is the perfon in whofe pro- 
vince it is to receive and appropriate itioft of the (lores 
ifliietLind to indent for, as well as td furntih by con- 

* ' JK 
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trad and agency, a conftder^ie part of .them. Another 
fad equally notorious in this minute is 4 that the Go* 
vcrnox-Genexal is either totally unacquainted with the 
nature of account* and the forms of book-keeping, or 
that be openly meant, by an exertion of a temporary 
power, to remove all contrdul from fuck perfons as he 
might favour in future, as well, as to cancel paff tr*nf~ 
grdBons, however injurious to the imerefts of his em¬ 
ployers, and dangerous to their exigence in Afia* , 

Mr. Wheltr’s reoly to the Governor’s minute, 
while it difcovea a Ready and faithful attachment to 
the duties of the truft repoled in itews him alfo 
to have a dear idea of books and accounts, as well as 
of the real fpirit of the orders of the Court of Dire&ors, 
and the utility, as well as necd&ty, of fo fcnfiblc a 
controul throughout, the fcveral civil and military de¬ 
partments * t and generally approved the mode or the 
Store-keeper’s books, as effential for thofe purports, 
although Hill capable of further improvement. 

The proceedings of the Board of Infpedion, 25th 
February, 1779, with a letter from the military Store¬ 
keeper , dated 23d current, complaining this the Com- 
miffary of ftores had refuftd pbedieace to the order 
of the Board, for affixing a lock and key to the Bore- 
rooms according to cuftom, bccaufe, “ that the re- 
ii ceiptj and ijptee ofjlores in the department , aremt rc~ 
“ gukttd by my particular time of the The 
Store-keeper juffiffes the comprint upon principles 
equally confident, irrefutable, and, omqal The re- 
fufal on the other part, with the fubfequent language 
of Mr. Haflings, in vindication and iupporc of the 
Cbmmiffary’s independence, favour Broogly of i col- 
luffon incompatible with their rcfpc&iyc duties to the 

Company. 
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Company, Tfic Governor pfopofes, with a fingu- 
laricy peculiar only to his own fagacity, impenetrable 
(he Juppofiw) to all others, 44 That each ftore*houfe 
“ (hall be feparately furveyed, and that daring the ex* 
44 amnat'm , the military Store-keeper may place his 
“ key upon t)\t particular ftore-houfe, immediately under 
44 examination, and inflmly thereafter to he taka 
oP 

Thus, aeon ding to Mr# Haftings’s mode of furvey, 
if it was neccflary to conceal deficiencies, nothing could 
be more tafy and ftmple than to ‘remove (lores from 
the ftorc-houles already furveyed, into any other that 
remained to be fumyfcd, as the CommifTary poflefTed 
all power except over that immediately and# txamiwt* 
tm. It is aitonifhing, that the open talacy of fuch a 
mesfuit, did not ocitir, even to the authors, as it 
could not poflibly efcape their opponents, although 
delicacy may have rcflniined the application by Ian* 
guage to defeat it. 

The Governor in a fubfeauent minute pn the fame 
day, in reply to Mr. Wheler and Mr. Francis, ob- 
ihnately perftfts in the meafurc, and fays, 44 That 
4 ‘ he ooje&s to Mr. Wheler’s motion, requiring two 
44 locks to be continued on each (hire, as well after 
46 as during the examination, i. r. the Store-keeper’s 
44 lock, and the Commtflhry’s lock, as mutual checks, 
44 because, (the Govtrdor alledges) the motion of Mr# 
44 Whefet is made without a reference to the reafoni 
44 which induced the Board tp place the fuper-ifttert* 
14 dancy in the fort, under the immediate charge of 
(< the Commifiary of (lores; and becaufe he confidered 
44 Mr, Livhw (the military Store-keeper) as in effeft 
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“ a mttaBor for Jim*, and not StmJ&peri although 
M chit title be (till allowed him of mttefo? . 

Mr* WbiUr , in anfwer to the governor’s fir ft minute, 
moved w for the furvey of each appartment fcfaratdy, 
44 and tbit the military Store-keeper, andcQmouflary of 
a (lores Ihould Jtrvtnlly entertain locks and keys on 
M each a p part merit, as well after, as avrhg the mtire 
“ examination, agreeably to the original eflablilhmcnt 
44 of the two offices, u i* That the two locks and keys 
44 be kept upon each Store-room j one key to be kept 
“ by the Conlmifiary’s Circar * $ ntji one by the milt- 
4( tary Store-keepas.’* 

« 

Mr. Francis concured in opinion with Mr. Wbeler, 
and added, 44 that the military Storekeeper was the 
" natural and official clietk over the expenditure of 
44 (lores by the Com miliary. That he had uniformly 
44 disproved very much of removing that check, by 
44 depriving the military Store-keeper of a lock and 
44 key upon the (lores, as other methods might have 
« been taken to facilitate the difpatch of bufinefs, fup- 
44 pofing the joint fruit to have l^ecn a caufe of feme 
44 occatfonal delay therein.** 

And in reply to Mr* HafUngs's fecond minute, 
Mr* Francis fays, 44 that the alteration in queftion (or- 
44 dering the temporary application of a (econo lock and 
44 key) was made by the Board of Ordinance, which 
44 had not the authority to repeal an alteration made by 
44 government. That he could not agree, that the in- 
44 dulgence allowed the military Store-keeper, and to 


* Bj Circar u meant, a Hind# writer* 
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14 the other hq&jBf^cae^if^pply a part of the (lores 
44 in their rtfpe&ive departments* vacated their offices. 
“ That if the military Store-kicpir had any cm trn m the 

expenditure of theft or t s f the indulgence would have hem 
“ highly wproptr , He bad none* But as the nuIvory 
44 Store-keeper ought to have a check upon that ferjon mho 
“ has the expenditure of the fore f, and over whom there is 
44 at prefent no confront. That with refped to the fupply 
44 of dotes, by the heads of offices, and by the military 
44 Store-keeper in particular, it was a mcafure (Irongly 
44 recommended by the Governor General himfeJf, 
“ for reafons which did then, and (Jo now appear 
44 to him (Mr. Francis) to -be fohd and im- 
44 anlwerable.” 

M\ Whiles in funher reply to the Governor 
General’s fecond minute, defired, u That the refoiution 
44 of the Board of Ordnance, the 17th June 1775, be 
44 entered, in order to (hew, that the refponlibility of 
41 iuch (lores only as the Commiflary (hall in future 
44 indent for, be intruded to him alone. Hence, he 
44 concluded, that (lores not indented for, and not 
44 immediately in demand, were to remain in the 
44 arfenal, under the united charge of the Commiflary, 
“ and the military Store keeper. That he was con- 
4< < uved the refoiution would go no farther, and on 
44 that gtound only, would he accedp to it. That he, 
44 at the fame lime* maintained the propriety of his 
44 former proportion, i. e* that all (lores, not falling 
44 under that deferiptton, be again returned to the 
44 charge of both offices.” 

Tat Governor General and Mr. BarweB % having 
three votes between them, carried in favor of the 
Governor’s motion, and the Commiflanes indepen- 

h dance. 



dance, and abfolute potfatrcr aHj&^Ordnance and 
military (tores whatfoever. 

Proceedings at the Board of Infpe&ion on the 
8th of July 1779. The Oovtmor General cxpreUed 
in pointed terms, his fixed duftmfa&ion at the pre- 
teniaons of the minority in iupport of the military 
Store-keeper’s right to controul the Comrotffary of 
fores and his determined purpofe, not to (offer, under 
•fly pretence, the check conmnitjonally clhblifhccfm 
the military Store-keeper, by the cuftody of another 
key on the fto^-houfes in the cnuife of his oppo- 
foon, he advances as a new dod> c t i% That the title 
u if military Store-keeper, which Mr, Uvtus originally 
“ bore, with the aHuat charge implied by it, but tfbicb 
u from a lendsrnefi to htm has hem fuffered to remain , 
H although the charge was removed, has jtimtjhed him 
<c with grounds for various pretenfions, That tn effett, 
u be n not the military St on -keept r . The 0 iy fuljiantial 
H connexion that be has with tb it offici, by a f y appointment 
u of the Board is as a contraBorforJlo es, and tn that 
** (barafter, he ts the lafi perfon tn the jervice , 1about 
“ the Board jbm.d ebufi to be a check upon the 
** Commiffary * * 

Let it be decided by any difinterefted perfon, whether 
Major Green, to whom the (tores are iffurd in his 
mtltary capiaty, who indents for, and expends rhe (lores 
m ihe military ia t iaciy, and who is alfo a contraflor for , 
and m/,nui athtre 0: many capital articles, is not fefs 
«]u lifi*d 0 ift n a Commiffary, than Mr. Livius, 
((i 1 } * tivil tovv named feivant) is to a£l as a Stpre* 

krtptr^ ami whvi\r the Governor’s infinuations, do 
not diuftiy tend 10 intimidate Mr. Livius from the 

due 



1 7 J 

due mfarcife ufTOUfiues tfld claims inherent in hi* 
office, to avoid the chrcatned difmiflSon ? 

Proceedings sit the Board of Infpe&ion, on the 
l^th'Auguft 1779* The Governor continues to pur- 
fue bis favorite maxim, of favoring his favorites, 
agaipft all oppofition, and by all manner of means, 
with' a vehemence and warmth, which denounced dif- 
mtflion and vengeance on thofc, whofe probity and 1 
fidelity were accidentally thrall ns (lu fabling-blocks to 
obftruft the rapidity of his career. 

The Governor acquaints the Board, 41 That he wit 
“ this morning informed by the Commilfary of Uores 
“thu he had delivered his reporrto the Board of 
“ Ordnance, and that Mr. Liviui’s locks JKB rc* 

“ mained affixed to the ftore*rooms. That he, there- 
44 fore, moved, that Mr, Livm be peremptorily or* 
41 dered to remove tbem\ and that the foie (barge of 
“ the ftort-roms be left with the Commijfary of 
•*Jlous” 


The Commander in Chief, Sir Eyre Coote 9 agreed to 
the Governors motion. 

(dr. Wheltr referred the Board to the positive in- 
junflions contained in the general fetters of 17th June, 
1748, yth April 1773, ant) 7th January, 1774^-*— 
Obferving in conduuon, 44 hm impoffible it will be 
“for the Storekeeper to comply with their order 9 
44 if the kept wbicf> mfitute this trufi are delivered 
u filely to the charge if another % but that tf the 
•* Board think (roper to fet afid * 9 both the orders of the 
44 Court of DirefforSf and the ngnlvr official pm of 

h z carrying 
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“ carrying their or Jen into exccifis%f*faey rntfi anfwer 
*• tbemjepences* 

* 

The Owner General , in reply, minutes thus, 
u whatever the Company*s orders may prejerik in this 
“ cafe, however necejjary it may bt s that the Storekeeper 
“ Jhoaid have a joint charge of the pres with the Com- 
** miffary) fill it would he highly improper upon the pre* 
^ fent occafion , to allow it lit difobedime to a pofi'm 
u order of the Boards which m'ufi firft he repealed, before 
u fuch a regulation can take The Governor 

again ftiles Mr. x.ivius, “ The cont ft or of fibres, for 
“ he is no Store-keeper” And in addition to his former 
motion, he defires, “ that Mr. Livtusmiybe called upon 
“ qpib to inform the Board of the reafons why bis locks 
“ are fiill upon the pre-rooms, A id that when the Board 
%g Jball have received his anfwtr , they will then judge, 
“ whether he has , or has not , ken guilty if a dtjobedtence 
“ if their orders ” 

Mr. Francis obferved, u that the military Store* 
11 keeper had not (in his idea) difobeyed the orders of 
11 the Board, becauie it does not "appear that he could 
V have obeyed them iooner,” 

Mr, 


§ How (eve rely the Governor lalhes himfelf whofe difobedi- 
ence, and icpeatcd violation of orders, let the dangerous 
example to all the inferior fervants ? Does not the fame argument 
hold more powerfully again ft the violation of the orders of the 
Court of Directors, by the eftabUfljrucxtt of the order in queftion, 
without waiting for the repeal of the original order in Leaden* 
halhftrtet. ' “ 



Mr, Wktkr 3 ^re$fthat he would not juftify aiiy 
irregularity againft the Orders of the Board, He 
finiihes a very fcnfible and faithful minute, in thele 
words, 44 If, as the Govenor-Geieral fays. Mr. Livins 
41 is the CmtraMor of fores, and no Stmrmhepcr, by the 
“ fame propriety of argument, Major Green, acting like • 
u wife in tie cbara&cr of a Contractor, has as tittle prettn* 
“ tim to the file charge of thefiref, and has as link 
“ right to the title of Cmmffiry of ftom , as Mr* Uvitis 
H has to that of military Store-keeper. 

The Governor-General's minute, in September 17*9, 
in council, on the fiibjed of Mr, Bdli's cofitraft for 
vi&ualling Fort William, gave birth to ftdh charges 
and infmuations againft, and iriveftigations of the office 
of military Store-keeper. Although the contrail under 
confideration did not bear the moft remote affinity, or 
fimiiitude in any fenfe whatever, to the military Store* 
keeper's appointment and duty, yet the Governor 
having the unperiffiabie ieed of refentment implacable 
on the one fide, and partiality on the other, lowed in 
a fertile mind, levelled a moft illiberal, and unjuft 
blow at Mr. Livius, and through him at Mr. Francis 
in thefe violent terms. 41 Mr. Uvius has an Agency. 

with 15 per cent on articles rated by former charges of 
4 ‘ Cmmi/dries , of cmfe, prcatly above the rent cojt , M 
And in continuation, he adds, Mr. Uvius is profefc 
4t edlf patrionized by Mr* Francis, who paffis his bills. 
<c and me or ten Lacks paid to him, aicyet unaccounted 
“ for** 

On this occafion Mr. Haftings’s Indian moderation 
abandoned him, or he wittingly yielded the truth a 
facrifice, to convi& himfdf of a fafthood; and in 
(pedal terms avowed his own infidelity, in the dif- 

charge 
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charge of the public duty, in ofoerto^miroidate, and 
deter the oppon; at» to or#e of his deftru< 9 ivc favorite 
measures. He confented to give a commifiion of m 
pr cent on ltores, which he ingetiuouily acknowledges, 
were charged by she Agent, *' greatly abovt the seal 
** ttft? i hua admitting, that hefidcs a very high ad* 
^amage upon the purehafe, the Agent was to have 
a commiliion of 15 per cent, not upon the real coft, 
or purchafc p ice, but upon the coil and advance, 
Conjointly. 

Mr* Francis procured, both f • hrmfdf and the 
Store-keeper, ample fat is taction i« the Irqucl, which 
forced Mr. Haftings to ret rati His malignant declara¬ 
tion, and to minute die retm&ion upon the face of a 
public record. 

Mr. 'Fronds having been abfent for health, when 
Mr. Haftings raihly charged him with conniving in 
Mr. Livius’s imaginary peculations, and the pcfftjjitm 
of large Jam unaccounted for* He replied to that part 
of the Governor's minute by letter, dated Houghly 
the 2d of October, 1779* thus, ** the . Governor 
“ General’s minute was iranfmitzrd to me this morning. 
*■ If recrim»atk)n does not imply an admiflion of the 
44 Charge, it certainly is no defence againft: it. I 

canoot allow that one abu&vis jollified by. another. 
41 Nor am 1 bound to aofwer any ohjedions, whether 
44 valid or nor, to the Agency of ftorcs held by Mr. 
** Livius,— I he Governor General and Mr. Boswell, 
u had jr.ft as much concern in giving it to him, as I 
44 had,—-—If it be liable to abide, why is it not tor- 
4< reded ? If his profits have been too great, why have 
44 they not been reduced? Mr. Haftings and Mr. 
0 Harwell have had abfolute power in their bands for 

u three 
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M three year?.—^I| jp feid, tf>at Mr. Livks Us an 
“ Agency, w/f£ x 5 mi t or artufa rated ty firmer 
“charges of Cotomiffatia, of cmfi gr*aH above jU 
“red toft .—It the aflertion were true in terms, k 
<« remains to be explained, even on tin principle of 
H precedents, how the giving 15 per cent to one agent, 
*< juibtiet the giving 30 per tent to another, Meffieurs 

Robin ion, Kiiiean, and Crofts* reported that twenty 
«* per cent per anmm, would he a realonabk commiffion 
« ( to Mr. Belli. Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barweil, no* 
**■ verthelef* i».tvr him thirty.*—With rcfpe# to the mill* 
« taty Stor<**ki cperN book of rates, the fad is, that 
« it was ioiiiietl by the lace ColonU Dow, with cheap* 
“ probation ot the Hoard of Oidnanc*; net by the 
»* former charge s of tb! Cmmiffmes , but by an enquiry 
“ into the ad *a\ Bazar prices of that period. Whether 
« Mr. Ljvius gain*, or lofes by thefe fates, is unknown 
« to me \ 1 believe that occafionally he may do both, 
41 nor does it concern the lervice in queftion”. It is 
foul, tt that Mr. Urns is piofefiedly patronized by 
44 me.* 1 recommended him to the office of military 
u Store-keeper, and I will maintain him in die juft 
u right belonging to it, on the fame principles on w Utb 
•* I mu'il uftft on bn f.rfir rung ti e au its of it. Thus 
44 far my patronage or Mr. l.iviua had extended.” 

“ But it is now faid, that I pafs hn bills, the after- 
“ tion as it Hands exjdefied, may be Juppofed not to 
14 be a miftake. The Governor well knows that I 
** reOgned the employment of Comptroller of the Offices, 
** from the end of December 1778 \ and that I have 
w repeatedly urged to him the nectffity of requefting 
“ fome other Member of the Board, to undertake ic 
*♦ front that period. Places of influence and ptofits, 

44 are' 



* are not often fo e$ly relinqqifo ed.* If the ac- 
44 eount9 of the public office^ have not fincebeen ex- 
44 amined, the Governor General, I prefume, will 
44 aflign his rcafons for it to the Company. Neither 
41 is it true, that I even pafled Mr. Livius’s bills 
^ 4 in the fenfe plainly implied by the Governor. 
44 They were conftantly examined by Mr. Baugh and 
41 his afliftant, with the utmoft ftrtdnefs, before they 
44 came to me for their fin.il confirmation. My diary 
44 is before the Court of Director*. It was not poili- 
41 ble therefore, that I could favor Mr. Li\ ius, or 
“any. body clfe, unlefs Mr. Baugh and 1 a&ed in col* 
44 lufion. I defire that he may l. examined at the 
44 Board, upon his oath, and in my abfence, concerning 
44 the manner in which I executed my part of the exa* 
44 mination *, and I moft earneliiy requeft of Mr. 

Whcler 


* to fliew the jealoufy of power, anti the evils confequentia! 
tliereof, the following detail will evince. Mr. Francis, myonn^ft 
Member of Council, had been nominated from the bcgiuuing, to 
examine cue accounts of contractors, agents, offices, and general 
dilburl’ements, and to controul all expenditures whatever, under 
the denomination of comptroller of the rjjicci, which duty he regu- 
larly performed weekly. Sometime after the appointment and 
arrival of Mr. Wheler, whofe official duty, at youngtj) Member, 
it then became, Mr. Francis then relinquiflied it a‘t Chriftnus 
1778, and moved at the board to name the iitcceilbr. His refigna- 
tion was received, but no fueceflor appointed, In about a month 
he renewed the motion, it was flighted. In a further timr, 
he propofed the nomination of Mr, Wheeler, a youngeji Member y 
it was once again neglefted. And upon a fourth peremptory 
propofition to the fame elfeft, it was objected to by Mr. Hauings, 
with a frank avowal, u that it was conferring too popular a powor in 
44 individual and it was over-ruled. In witch Hate the dif* 
huriements ftill continue, without any controul or examination, 
not even by the whole board. 
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* Whefer fl> Itfi&tf'rfTbotloh m irjr behalf to thi* tfc 
** feci, at the next Board of Infpe&ion l will 1 < tve 
** it to Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwdi, to put v h 
•* queftions to him as they think tit. It would 6 
“ much beneath me to make any other repiv to the 
H eonclufkm evidently meant to be drawn from the 
11 fuppoftd fift, */ my paffng Mr . Livings kill!, but 
C( that i receive it as it defer ei. 

Agairi it is iffrrted, “ fbit n‘m or ten Lacks, thus 
u paid to Mr. Lhfhts, any it nhacmnttd for • 1 do not 
11 know what the amount or- the Military $We- 
“ keeper’s diiburfements may be fince December laft, 
* l having no concern in the examination of his ac- 
44 counts. The Secretary has the monthly a, counts 
** before him, and I defire he will ftatc the amount^ 
•* during that period, in thisplace, (by the fccre^ary it 
•< was filled up,) current Rupees 4 lacks, 13,96$,! 3,6 
w the Military Store-keeper's accounts of his difburfe* 
** mcnts being given in to him, every month, 
« and a balance (truck before he receives a furrhef 
“ allowance for the enfuing month. It Carnot mity 
«* be faid, that the fums he receivtd fince December 
u laft, are unaccounted for. If his accounts are not 
t( examined, it is not his fault. 

u Any perfdh unacqniiiked with the tranfi&ion of 
41 bufinefs in the Military Store keeper’s office, and 
who faw only in what circumftances, and with 
What apparent view, it is aflWd. that 9 or 10 Lacks 
« thus paid to Mr. Livius fince December laft. are 
yet unaccounted for, would naturally conclude, that 
“ this money was all on account of his agency, f x 
u f he provinon of Military Stores. For if it v; re 
« not fo, the companion between his fuppoled profits, 

i u and 
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M and thofe of Mr. Belli, (coTiMwrwhich, Mr. Li- 
“ viol’s name, and office, are manifeftly introduced) 
* pr >v*'b nothing, and falls to the ground. Now the 
“ fait is, that the gieateft pare of the monthly fums 
“ iflued to Mr. Livius, are advanced to him as Mi* 

ut-ry Stct > -keeper* not as jgent. Out of thefc he pays 
u his own office charges by a fixed tfiabhjkmni \ the 
** tfii&ltfoment of the Commiflary’s Office, wjth the 
44 price of all the articles furniffied by I .ieu'enant Co- 
K Jonel Greenly wntraft; the price of all the powder 
'* furniffied monthly, by the powder Contractor ; and 
“ many other contingencies. In th management of 
4( all thefe dilburfernents, the Mill ary Store-keeper 
<c pays as faft as he receives, and has no profit whatfo- 
* ( ever, not even that of having a fum of public money 
u for a ffiorc time in his hands. It is a fad, not un* 
€g worthy of notice in ftis place, that all the other 
** heads of offices receive their monthly advances, 
41 twenty days before the Military Store-keeper does, 
f< owing to iome difficulty of adjurtment, between 
f< him and the Commiffary, by winch in this refped, 
c ‘ they both l'uffer.” 

“ The following fetdement, which I havedefired the 
44 Secretary to fill up, will (how what proportion the 
u foregoing difburlements bear to the total amount of 
44 advance to the Military Store-keeper fincc De- 
“ ccmbcr laffi” 


I, Total 
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I. Total • afnount' of advance to the Srott-keeper, 
from January 1779* induiive 

RAP 

Current Rupees 442,105:7:6 

a. Amount of Military 
Store-keeper’s office char* R A P 
ges per eftablifhment 6*899: 8: ^ 

3. Amount of money 
paid to Lieutenant Co¬ 
lonel Git-en, for char¬ 
ges of office, and for 

fupplicr. , 16,321: . 7: 8, 

4. Amount of the 
Powder Con t radioes bills 

paid. 1,24s 605:15: 9 

5. Amount of all 

other contingent charges * 
paid; 1,22, 116: 2:10 

Difburfements, with¬ 
out benefiuo the Store- 
keeper. 2,69, 943: 1: 3 

Difference being for 
fupplies by the Store¬ 
keeper* 1,72,162- 6: 3 4,42,105:7:6 


In confequcnce of a motion fent in circulation by 
Mr. Wheeler, at the requeft of Mr. Francis, Mr* 
Baugh attended the Council Board on the iff Novem¬ 
ber 1779. The Governor-General declined to put 
questions in the mode preferibed, thinking it irregular, 
and alledging, that fo unimpmanl did he consider Mr* 
Francis's laft minute, which regarded three capital of¬ 
fices very materially, “ that be bad not evin given it an 

i a ' inttre 
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lt intire perufak although he hadit kg him fpt fome time * 
Whereupon Mr. Wheeler, 1 after expreffing the difa- 
gireable talk, which the Governor’s declining it, had 
put on h m, of alking anfwcrs to fome queries from 
Mi Baugh, and then delivered the following quef- 
tions. 

§ueJlion iji . 5 C Whether it is no: your duty, as af- 
“ uli.inti . the Corr.ptroilet of the offices, to examine 
° the monthly account of each office, before they are 
“ fern by the Comptroller, and to furnifh him with 
44 whatever lemarks may have occurred to you 
“ thereon.” 

Jitfwer , “ P'* juratory to the Comptroller’s exami- 
4C ng the avUii n;s ol the offers, they have always 
“ l.crii examined by iHy afliltaiit, fo. far as rcijpctffed 
“ '.eir *.alcula:ior» and addition •, after which, (hey 
44 ft:webu:u competed by me with the vouchers de- 
“ 1 / red v-irh them. I have then compared fuch 
“ ct g ges as were eftablilbed, with the fixed eitabldh- 
44 mmts, alfofuch charges for (lores provided by con- 
44 tiaft. O’ by agency, with the terms of the different 
44 eny geirents for tholr (upphes; and if upon this 
" ex,a. mat on f have difeovered any deviation from 
“ chirr, I ^ive pointed them out to the Comptroller, 
“ who ha* either immediately deducted the difference, 
** or applied to the head of that department, whofe ac- 
44 counts were under examination for an ex^lana- 
44 tion.” 

Qxtfim' zd. 44 Whether you have not conftantly 
44 done fo ? 

* From 3d October to ill November, being* 9 day#, 

jinfacr 
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dnfiv.r. “ Yes, 1 h»ve.” 

« 

Qu'jhon 3 d. “ Whether you have ever obferved, 
ct tfiat Mu H*cis in examining the accounts of the 
« Miliurs Store- keeper, or of any other of the public 
a offices, or in palling their bills, or in any other in* 
'< (lance whatever, has favoured the Military Stoic- 
“ keeper, or any ether perfon, or has ever iuffered an 
(< error or overcharge in his nt their accounts, to pafs 
“ without corre&iao and cenlure ? 

« 

Governor General “ I beg that Mr. Baugh may be 
«* dilpenfed fram anfwering that third queftion. If 
*' there is a neceffity ror it, it is highly improper, on 
u many acctunts, tonfidning the wide difference be- 
“ tween Mr, Baugh and Mr, brands, that he ffiould be 

obliged to anfwer ro futh a queftion. I do not re~ 
•* cclhtl what words of mne have grven cccafm for it, 
“ but ij / bav. made uje of any , witch etthjr diretlly lay 
v jutb a charge to Mr. Frances account, or imply it, I 
** ret tall them, without accounting at this time, for the 
u manner tn which any futh exprtjftons may have ejeaped 
“ nt>\ as they a*e now in: inly out of my memory* The 

objett of the quefio/i thin jo, e is removed. 

Mr. Francis 44 I am fatisfiedj and dtfirc the quef- 
“ tion may oe waved. 

Qytftion u T«> what point of time, have the 
“ Military S.ore kc< p«*r*> accounts been examined, and 
“ paflicU t>y the Comptroller ? 

Anfwer . “ To the end of December 1778, 

Qvefliot “ What is the intire amount of the fc* 
J voal monthly fums iflued to him from the treafu* 

«y» 
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ry, for the dilburfements of his .office, including 
“ his agency fince December, 1778, to the end of Sen- 
“ tember laft" 

Anfwin “ The advances made to the Military Store- 
• c keeper from the Treafury, between the ift of Janu- 
<l ary» and 30th of September, 1779, amount to, 
“ current Rupees, 4,24,000, but in this fum, is nbc 
“ included, his advance on account of September, be- 
l< ing 42,000 Rupees, becaufe it did not pafs the 
11 Board in time to be iflfucd during that month. The 
“ ordrr on the Treafurcr was not figned ’till the 30th 
“ of September; and I obferve by he eflimate of the 
“ Store*keeper’s difburfements for O&ober, that the a- 
“ mount was not received ’rill the 6th of the laft men- 
“ tioned month. In Mr. Francis minute of the ad. 
“ O&ober, the amount of the advances iflued to the 
Military Store-keeper to the end of Auguft is ftated 
“ by me at current Rupees, 4,42,105:7:6, but it is 
“ proper io remark, that in this fum is included the 
monthly payments made to him by Mr. Robert 
Stuart, on account of the new powder works, and 
his receipts for ready money faks.” 

Qu jiion 6 th “ Has the Military Store-keeper deli* 
“ vered in his monthly accounts regularly to the 
“ Comptroller’s office, fmee December lafl ? 

Anfjstr . “ Yes, to the end of September. 

Governor General. “ 1 defire to put the two follow - 
u ing queftions co Mr. Baugh.” 

\fi. “ Have Mr. Livius’s accounts ever appeared 
;* before the Board ? 

2d, u What 
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id, " Whar.is the amount of Mr. Liviu$*s receipts 
41 and difburfements, from the time he firft had charge 
41 of the prefent office, to the date of my minute in 
41 September? 

“ If Mr. Baugh cannot anfwer the laft of thefe quefli 
14 ons from his own official knowledge, I defire him 
“ to obtain proper official information to compleat his 
44 anfwer. 

Anfwer to the Governor's l ft Quefiion. 

44 They never have appeared before the Board. It 
44 was not the intent of the regulation, conftituting the 
44 Comptroller^ office, that they (hbuld be kid before 
44 the Board,” 

Ditto to the id* 

41 Not having the neceffary materials in my pofleffion 
<{ for furnifhing the account required by the Governor* 
il General, I applied for it to the Military Store- 
44 keeper, and beg leave to lay before the Board, the 
41 following Abftraft, which I have in confcquence 
" received from him, of his receiprs and difburfements, 
« 4 from April, 1775, to September, 1779, inclufive,« 

44 The receipts amounting to, current Ru- 
“ pees, - - 23 » i6 *°74:*3 : 3 

44 Thedifburfments, to - * 1.3 


14 Balance advanced by, and due 
44 to the Store*keeper,* 


44 Mr. 


• This balance of 708 Rupee* and 4 Annas in favour of the 
Military Store-keeper, differs materially from Mr. Hadings’s 
charge of his having nine or ten lacks of Rupees in his hands, 
unaccounted %. 


% 



( 4i ) 

I 

Mr. Livius was appointed to the office 6f Mi- 
** litary Store- keper, on the 20th of March, 1775, 
u and the Governor’s Minute \s da:ed in September, 

" l 779* 

“ I think it proper to acquaint the Board, that my 
“ application for this account, would have been made 
• c 10 the Accomptant General, and not to rhe Military 

Store-keeper, could the foimer have finiffied itcom- 
“ piece* But the General Books, beinct balanced only 
11 to the 30th of April, 1778, it could not have been 
u prepared from them to a perk hi. Sequent to that 
“ time. I believe alfo, tf at the Knnies in the Ge- 
“ neral Books, areaeijufled fiom die Abftra&softhe 
tl receipts and tlifbiir* mc-no. lupplied 10 the Accomp- 
u tant-Gentral, by the t>- ad? of he difierent Offices.** 

To (hew, as well the htuh of the fads alledged in 
thcii deep'd! colours a> their dangerous cohfe<jucnce$ t 
throughout the deliberate t.au of abules: # Two recent 
tranketion? carry an afpefi, which unite the links to 
render rhe *. ham of r .itumUsnces, as convittive, as it is 
confirm with moial p: baulky to obtain, until time, 
in iV comic ol hi' uvoiutions, (hall devdope, thofe 
myiUrts, which are y»*t ('Mured from general know¬ 
ledge, and only conmitted in mutual confidence to 
the principal peirorruers. 

Wlr n a lurvev was made of the (lores in the 

K J 1 

grami irlenal and Jure-rooms lad \ear, amongft many, 
a deficit nc) ».ppe red, ot 21,079 Hands of arms, 
ami 40,047 H.yontts, the chief .part of which, Hood 
On the bt rc keeper's books, 2 s Mpkat and ntw, and 
as fnviuJft. — As there appeared but from ten, to 
eleven thoufand (lands in the grand magazine* where 
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the Compapy intended that there fhould never be lef* 
than forty* thoufand, which number, they imagined 
were then aftually in (lore; a number fcarce adequate 
to the troop! entertained by the Prcftdency of Bengal 

alone;-So alarming a deficiency, at fo critical a 

period, when ail India as well as Europe wire in 
motion, apparently with hoftile deligns againft Britain, 
it could not fail to excite fuch an aftorilThment, as 
produced an enquiry j when it appeared that without 
the leave of the Board of lnfpeftion or the Board of 
Ordnance, ami without the concurrence or knowledge 
of the military Score-keeper, thofe arms were fent by 
the Cornmniary of (lores to the public Vendue office, 
in order to be fold by public out-cry. After having 
lain many months In a damp cellar, where they muft 
have contrafted a fufficient degree of ruft, to render the 
beft and higheftpolifliedarms in the rower of London, 
unierviccable ■, upon a Jurvey, by the military Store¬ 
keeper, he found them to his fmprize, in the good 
condition (notwithftanding the humid air and total neg¬ 
lect of ihem for fo long a time/ which he reprefemed in 
a letter, written officially, but tenderly, to the Board 
of Ordnance, of which the following is a literal ab« 
ftraft. 

“ November 27, 1779. I beg leave further to fub* 
“ mit another obfervation to thu Board, that the 
“ 21,979 Band of arms, and 40,047 bayonct9, ap- 
“ peared on the furvey not to have been in fo bad a 
“ flate as 1 had at firfi apprehended; the militia were 

fince fupplied from them, and in my opinion, many 
“ more may be made fit for fervke, as there is an ejiab « 
u lijhment in this department for repairing them . If it 
u were the pleafure of the Board, 1 would recommend 
“ it lo them to appoint three or four military gentle- 

k men 
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u men of the Ordnance department, or other mili- 
44 tary officers, high in ftarion, to review them, be* 
44 fo rc they are expoied to (ale, as I would nbt dmfe to 
44 take upon myfeif to condemn fo large a quantity of 
“ valuable arms, from my own obfenation. At all 
“ events the opinion of competent judges, can be had 
44 at this ti:*e at the p^didency; I could even wifii 
44 the final orders regard ng them were fubmlted to 
44 the Governor and Council, fome of the am f fading 
44 upon the becks of this department as ccmpleat and nnv* 
44 Another reafon «vb:cb indues me to recomnnd this to 
44 the attention of the Board, is, the cojue.a'ion that 
44 there arc only to or 11,000 fervi able armi in the 
44 grand magazine, and that 40,000, eave beat al:v ys 
44 deemed the proper and n c ffary cjtd'L’Jb nent tn jiore, 
44 J or the defence if Bengal on emergency** 

A deficien«y of 3503 carrouch-boxes, whi, h the 
Store-keeper was commanded to tirite off in his books, 
as if regularly expended on iervite, together with his 
refufal io comply, originated the fortunate idea of a 
general furvey, and that it lhould be continued an¬ 
nually. 

Previous to the fecond annual furvey, January 5th, 
17S0, in confequenco of an order from the Board of 
InfpcClion to the Board of Ordnance, two que (lions 
were lent in circulation to the members of the la ter 
Board, reviving the controverfy concerning the ad¬ 
ditional lock and key of the S ore-keeper on each fe- 
perate (tore-room, while that particular room was un¬ 
der examination, and inlfontly when it’s concerns were 
furveyed, the Store'keeper’s lock and key to be taken 
off, and left in the l'ole charge of the CommiiTary* 
44 Whether this be adopted as a Handing regulation, 

41 with 
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fct with refffed to all future furveys ? And whether 
** it (hall extend to the iurveys of all fubordinate 
44 magazines ?” 

Colonel Watfon, in a minute annexed, feemed to 
have ridiculed the whole proceeding, having obferved 
(doubtlefs) ironically, “ kbatbt did net understand for 
4< what reafon the order was green, as be was of opinion 
“ that the lieutenant C tenet Green only, can be made 
u anfwerabk for deficiencies , tn future , the Storekeeper 
w being nominal only” 

Mr. Winder romprained his original principle on the 
(object; faid, 44 That a Store keeper without his key, 
41 is a contradiction in terms, and that he will venture 
44 to affirm, is not to be met with in any other fervice 
14 than this; therefore, he moved that the military 
44 Score-keeper’s key, be not only affixed to each 
“ apartment, during the furvey, but that it do like- 
44 wile continue affixed to the fame, when the furvey 
44 of the itores (hail be compleared ; by which means 
44 the Store-keeper will become aniwerable with the 
41 Commiffary, for the property committed to their 
“ charge.” 

Mr. Francis concurred with Mr. Wheeler j and Mr. 
Livius added fix conftitutionai, and indeed incon- 
trovertable reafons to lupporc his concurring opinion, 

A circumftance which belongs more properly to 
another place, is nevertheless obtruded now, by the 
connection it holds with the fubjeft under cenfure, as a 
llrong corroborating evidence of the dangerous views 
of ihs chief adminidration in India. 

k 2 At a 
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At a time when the Company’s territories were 
ihreatned with foes and invafion, internal and external; 
at a time when their arlenals were al roft empty; and at 
a time when cecunemy was efier.tial to preferve their 
errdit, even in India, did they expend 57,000 Rupees 
in the kentledge of the Royal Charlotte,* and that 
kentledge confided in military and Ordnance fiores 
from the arfenals, amongft which were 5859 new mui- 
ket barrels, although there were not double t x num¬ 
ber remaining in the grand magazine :f To prove that 
thele were lent on board without authority fro n any 
perfon confiiruuc nally qualified to order it: A re¬ 
ference to the letters from the Co ncil to the military 
Store keeper, will yield ample iatisf»i&ion; of which the 
following are true copies., 

“ Council-Chamber^ %%tb January, 1780, 

To Mr. George Livius, Military Store-keeper. 

“ Sir, 

“ It appearing from the books of the Ordnance 
»« department, that 5859 §trvittabU muiket barrels 
« have been lent on board the ihip, Royal Charlotte, 
“ to ferve as kentledge. 1 am dirtied by the Honorable 

the 


* The Rcfolution alf<\ was at the fame time balailcd with Ba- 
laj'ore pig iron, of the value of 22,000 rupees, by immediate 
purchafc with ready money. 


f Why did they not fend, as kentledge, the irreparable arms in 
the Vendue office ? But that would not a» ■ <er ‘he intended end. 
The Indian powers, at enmity w.th the C mpany, wanted Eu- 
\ 4rms, and rhey had their agents .*r Calcutta. And arms 
\ipirtJy night be teh'd *n the Company .* high country prices, 
y chough bought for a mere trifle at public auction. 
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<< the Govtm^Gener*! and Council, to off upon w*, 
u P affign y°& reafrn for having delivered fuel mujketi 
<l f r ibtfurpo z of kentledge; and to inform the Board, 
44 whether *aii or any part of them have? been delivered 

“ been into Bore” 

4t I. am Sir, 

u Your rnoft obedient fervanr. 
(Signed) “ J. P, Auriol, Secretary.” 

. In anfwcr Mr. Livim lays before the Board a detail 
of fans, r >ultent with the ftation io which he was rc- 
d <ccd, and a leatbnable rebuke for the inconfiftent ap¬ 
plication for 'nfbrmation, to a Storekeeper' whom 
that Board has deliberately Urippcdot tlv prerogatives 
of hi ( * office, a*' their application, according to their 
own regulations ihould have been fokly direfr.d to 
Colonel Green, rhe Commiffary of Stores, and the cj~ 
fdluai Store- keeper. 

«< Fort William, 29 tb January, 1780* 
w To J. P. Auriol, Efquirc, Secretary 

u Sir, I have received your letter of yefterday's dar* 

I *eceived no order from the Board of Ordnance, 
ifiue the 5859 iVrviceablc mufket barrels* which r- 
inferm m, were fent on board the (hip Royal Cirs 
lore ; iff r does the Ordnance department (by po in 
orders j ’ Om the Governor General and Council <z/ieir 
‘he OkI nance /landing regulations) iffue any buthok 
dent of the Store-keeper. It is therefore out of mj and 
to aivn n ah>ns, (for which you called upon‘A by 
ha> )-*g delivered inch mufket barrels for the$mio* 
of kentledge \ thy wen t fitted without my kiy and 
In icrply to your fccond requificion, whethe 
have been delivered back into ftore, I do 
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V * 

(< honor to inclofe a copy of thfc indent, of (lores to 
H turned from the Maffrr Attendant, this day, which 
u arc all that I have any account of. 

“ 1 m, St r, 

w Y^ur moft obedientfervanr. 

(Signed) W G. Livius, M. S. K. 

* 4 *. Livmj that day received from Mr. John fetrie, 
a£hog Marine Paymafttr, the letter which is referred 
to in the above aniwtrt to Mr. Secretary Auriol, viz, 

A 

To George Livius, Efyarej M.,S. K. 
u Sir, 

u You will pleafe to order to be received into the 
** honourable Company's arfenal, the following iron 
“ kentledge, which remain en hard Jh<ps Royal Cm* 
** lout and Lltjelutm. * 


u On board thee Royal Charlotte. 

•* Mufket barrel*, firvkeaik 5859 ) 
** Ditto, - - unjt viml'le 6063 J 

11 Ordnano iron gum, dr;«, « * 

44 Countiy iron ftiot; ier vusabU, 
u Dmo, u)jcrmmhltt 
11 Some pig iron. 

, <* O.i boanl the Refolution. 

** A qu unity of (mall iron kentledge. 

44 I am. Sir, 


n,9aa 

*76 

4^53 

73'3 

1 


** Your moft obedient fervent, 

'» Marine Pay-office (Jlgned) J. Perrk, A, M. P, if, 

u 29th JaNjlry, 1 jUJt 

This 


* The Royal Charlotte was laid up on their ft of the preceding 
Angpft, ap4 Serviceable ttftos oontiaoofi ©nl&oird. The ntvdtfi* 
ul copy of th* indent, by which it was originally received on 

bfeard horn the marine department. 
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fjfijpn is fo diftinft, that it needs nocom* 
mem, is prelumable, (im fervimbk mu fleet 

barrels, (towea as kentledge in a lhip*s hold, froth July, * 
tjp, to February, 1780, mult have been rendered 
un&ticcabU; and in all probability, they, and 
the 4*her ftorcs, would have remained on board, with¬ 
out thought or care, and be Ibid* with the (hips, had 
not the matter been happily fuggefted to a member of 
Council, who, until then, was a (trangcr to the ftaole 
clandeft^e management and abuie. 

Under fuch perplexing and injurious predicaments, 
with a deliberate delign, open to the licenced rapacity 
of forh as conceive upon a fixed principle of faith, 
which is become proverbul in that frttlcment, that no 
plunder or peculation from the Company is dilhoneft 
or unju(jl, 4 iid that no action can be offenliveor crimi¬ 
nal, while the actors are favoured by a majority of Go¬ 
vernment) is not only the Company's property cxpofcd, 
but the vm fafecy and exiftence of their pofleflion* 
an® trade, ilaked, to humour the Caprice of tome 
principal ftrvants, and to enrich themfelves and their 
partisans, in Bengal. It is therdore incumbent upon 
the Directors, as a dilhnguiflfing proof of fidelity to 
their conftituents, and loyalty to their country, either 
to enforce their orders, and a ft at tjieir-legal authority* 
with manly fpirir, or to fink under-th^ influence of cor¬ 
ruption, and yield up their mock-power to the mlnijlcrs 
of their own creation abroad ; taking (pedal t are, in 
order to be confident throughout, u ijiimifs from their 
fervice, as unworthy of public confidence, thole, whole 
private virtues, have dared to be vuLlnkly honed, and 
who, with becoming deference j have endeavoured by 
indefatigable alfiduity and unremitting painyfp jpaio* 
tain the authority of the Compihy, and the dignity and 
honor of the Bririlh nation in Hi* doflan. 


f I N I S, 









